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PREFACE. 


WHEN 1 undertook the task of preparing for the 
press the Syriac Version of S. Cyril's Commentary 
upon the Gospel of S. Luke, discovered among the 
manuscripts lately obtained from Egypt, and depo- 
Sited in the Briticgh Museum, I was aware that my 
labours would be of little practical benefit, unless I 
als made it accessible to theologians generally by 
means of an English translation. In the performance 
of this duty, my chief assistance has been derived 
trom the Nova Bibliotheca Patrum of Cardinal Mai, 
published in 1844-58 at Rome: for s0 miserably 
defective 18 even the best Syriac Lexicon, that 1t has 
repeatedly happened that I have only been able to 
arrive with something like certainty at the meaning 
of a pas8age, by waiting until I found in some ex- 
tract in Mai the equivalent in Greek of the word or 
phrase in question. Wherever this help has failed, 
I have carefully examined the use of words in other 
Semitic dialects, or in the numerous Syriac works 
which during the last tew years have 1ssued from the 
press, and in which I had been 1 the hatit of noting 
the occurrence of all new and unusual terms. 'ÞI'o 
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have discussed these difficulties in notes, would have 
been only to crowd my pages with matter not gene- 
rally interesting, and for which, I trust, I shall here- 
after have a more fitting opportunity. I think, how- 
ever, that I can sately say, that in no case have 1 
come to a conclusion except upon reasonable grounds, 
and that, after due allowance made for poss1ble errors, 
my translation will be found to convey a correct and 
adequate representation of the original work. 


Of the value of the Commentary, I shall probably 
not be considered an impartial judge: still my con- 
viction 1s, that it can scarcely fail of being regarded as 
an important addition to our means of forming an 
accurate judgment of what was the real teaching of 
one of the most famous schools of thought in the early 
Church. It has not indeed gained entire acceptance; 
its philosophy was too deep, its creed too mysterious, 
its longings too fervently fixed upon the supernatural, 
for the practical mind of the West readily to assent to 
doctrines which mock rather than exercise the powers 
of even the subtlest reason. And while the names of 
its doctors have become household words with us, and 
we owe to their labours the establishment of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity in Unity 1n its main outlines as 
we hold it at present, still the student of Church His- 
tory 18 aware, that in many minor, though still 1m- 
portant -particulars, the teaching of the Alexandrine 
School was in excess of what we at present hold. The 
Athanasian Creed does not embody the actual tenets 
of Athanasius, nor of the other great masters of Alex- 
andria, except in the form in which they were modi- 
fied and altered by the influence of rival schools: and 
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in like manner S. Cyril, the inheritor at once of Atha- 
nasius' throne, and of his views, often uses arguments 
which the Monophysites could fairly claim as giving 
4 colour to their behef, that after the union of the 
two natures in Christ it was no longer lawful to dis- 
tinguish their separate limits. 

It was the Nestorian controversy which called out 
the argumentative powers and the fiery zeal of S. Cyril; 
and 1t 1s certainly true that in that controversy he 
used Nestorius unfairly, taxing him with deduc- 
tions, which, however logically they might seem to 
follow from his opponent's teaching, yet Nestorius 
himself expressly denied : but 1t is not true that the 
controversy led him into statements of doctrine beyond 
what his predecessors in the see of Alexandria had 
taught. For constantly what he opposed to his 
rival's views was the very doctrine of S. Athanasus : 
and the passage which he quotes in his treatisze De 
recta Fide, ad Imperatrices, from that father's treatise 
on the Incarnation of Christ, 1s never exceeded in 
any of his own dogmatic statements. Its words are 
as follow : — OMONOYOUPev, Kat elvat avrov viov Toy Oeov 
xat Oeov rata mverua, viov avOpwrov core Tapra ov 0Ovo 
Þvoers Tov Eva viov, Wav TpPOFrruvntyy Kat piav anpPLI- 
KUvJTOV* ANNG wav vo Tou Oeou Noyou TETAPKWjEVNY 
Kal TPOTKVVOUKEVHY PETA THS TAPKOS AUTOU pit TPOTKUVITEL. 
This was S. Athanasms' doctrine, this also was S. 
Cyril's; and it 1s only a falsification of the facts of 
history to endeavour to bring the Alexandrine school 
into verbal accordance with the decrees of the general 
council of Chalcedon. The doctrine which prevailed 
there was that of the rival school of Antioch, which 
had always firmly stood by the literal interpretation of 
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the plain letter of Scripture; a sound, judicious, Com- 
mon-sense school, which had never depth enough to 
have fought the battle of the Arian heresy with the 
protoundness of conviction which gave such undying 
energy to the great chiets of Alexandria ; but which 
nevertheless had under Providence its due place in 
the Church, and corrected the tendency of Athanasius 
and Cyril to a too immoderate love of the super- 
natural and mysterio0us. 

That $S. Cynl however felt that there was no 1insu- 
perable barrier-between the two schools 18 shown by 
his reconciliation with John of Antioch, and their 
SIgning common articles of faith. For essentially 
both Cynl and John of Antioch held the mean be- 
tween the extremes of Nestorius and Eutyches ; only 
Cyril's leaning was towards Eutyches, John's towards 
Nestorius. And when subsequently the council of 
Chalcedon, A. D. 451, modified, happily and: wisely, 
the decrees of the previous general council of Ephesus, 
A. D. 431, and adopted as their standard of faith the 
teaching of the Antiochian school as embodied in the 
famous Epistola Flaviana of Leo, Pope of Rome, they 
acknowledged this substantial agreement between 
Antioch and Alexandria, — between themselves and 
the council of Ephesus, —by their declaration that 
Acwv ere Ta Tov KupiNNov,—that what Leo wrote was 
the same that Cyril taught. And that in the main 
they were right this present Commentary will shew ; 
for S. Cyril's doctrine in 1t 1s essentially moderate. 
There are indeed passages in which he apparently 
confounds the limits of the two natures in Christ, but 
many more in which he gives to each its proper at- 
tributes, and bears witness to the existence of both 
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the godhead and the manhood in the one person of 
our Lord, inseparable, yet unconfused. 

But when Mai would go iurther, and deny that 
the Monophysites had any ground tor claiming S. 
Cynil's authority in their favour, his uncritical turn 
of mind at once betrays him: for he rests chiefly 
upon the treatise De Incarnatione Domini, Nov. Bib. 
Pat. 1. 32-74, ascribed by him to S. Cyr! upon the 
testimony of a MS. m the Vatican. But indepen- 
dently of other internal evidence that this piece was 
written subsequently to the council of Chalcedon, it 
18 absolutely 1mposstble that Cynl could ever have 
adopted the very keystone and centre of Nestorius' 
teaching, the doctrine I mean of a ovaqeaa (pp. 59, 
71), a mere juxtaposition, or mechanical conjunction 
of the two natures in Christ, in opposition to a real 
union. 

In the West, under the guiding minds of Augustine 


_ and Ambrose, the council of Chalcedon met at once 


with ready acceptance ; but not so in the East. It 
was there that the controversy had been really waged 
against Arius, and the reaction from his teaching led 
many of the fathers into overstrained arguments 
which ended in heresies, ejected one after another 
from the Church. As in the process of fermentation 
there 1s a thick scum upon the surface while the 
work of purification 18 going on below, 80 each ex- 
traneous element, after mingling for a time with the 
great mass of Christian truth, was at length rejected 
with an ease or difhculty proportioned to the intense- 
ness of its admixture with sounder doctrines. And 
thus the general orthodoxy and invaluable services of 
the Alexandrine school caused whatever there was of 
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exaggeration in their views long and violently to 
. resist this purifying process in those parts of the 
world which had been the nearest witnesses of their 
Struggles in defence of the doctrine of the consub- 
Stantial nature of the Son. Up to the time also of 
the council of Chalcedon the language of the Fathers 
had been vague and confused : and the expression of 
S. John 1. 14, that + the Word was made flesh ;” as 
it had led the Arians to affirm that the Logos was a 
created being, 80 1t had led orthodox Fathers to speak 
as it Christ's human body was ©« very God.” And 
thus the Monophysites could count up a long array 
of all the great names in the Church, Ignatius, Poly- 
carp, Clemens of Rome, Irenzus, Melito of Sardes, 
Felix and Julius of Rome, the Gregories, Athanasius, 
Basil, and many more, who had contcunded in Christ 
the human with the divine. With suwch authorities 
on their side the conflict was long and dubious, and 
in Justinian's time they seemed likely to gain the 
ascendancy : for the Pope then was the mere crea- 
ture of simony, and consequently there was nothing 
to balance the tendencies of the Kastern Church. 
Accordingly in A. D. 533 Justinian, though nominally 
opposed to their tenets, decreed that * one of the 
holy and consubstantial Trinity was crucihed :* and 
twenty years after, the fifth general council of Con- 
sStantinople authoritatively ratified the same doctrine. 
But in the subsequent weak reign of Justin, the Pa- 
triarch of Constantinople, John the Jurist, thwarted by 
the Monophysite monks whom 'Theodora had planted 
in the capital, took such vigorous measures against the 
leaders of the party, that their principles have since 
exercised no appreciable influence in the Church. 
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As the Monophysites had only pushed to excess 
the tendencies of the Alexandrine schoolk-—and 1t 
must be remembered that they are by no means to 
be confounded with the Eutychians, according to the 
fashion of Church histories in general, whereas really 
they anathematized them — the above sketch may 
place the reader in a position to judge of the state- 
ments of $. Cyril regarding this doctrine, —a doctrine 
after all of metaphysical rather than of practical im- 
portance. But, as a general rule, he will find the 
Commentary written in a tone of moderation, as 
might be expected in homilies addressed by a teacher 
to his own people, far from the baleful atmosphere of 
controversy, and in a place where his views were 1n 
full and hereditary possession of the teacher's chair. 
There 1s too a practical tone throughout, and while 
in his interpretation of the Old Testament he follows 
the usual tendencies of the fathers to see nothing 
there but types and allegories, in the New he chiefly 
follows the obvious meaning, and considers each 
parable or narrative or discourse as a Whole, the 
key of which he generally finds in the occasion which 
gave rise to it. He even warns us against pushing 
the minutize of parables into too prominent a pos1- 
tion, by means of which the machinery to enforce 
a moral lesson becomes the medium for convey- 
ing 80me cabbalistic mystery : as when, instead of in- 
terring the certainty of our having to give an account 
of the use of our worldly means from the parable of 
Dives and Lazarus, commentators use it to unveil the 
Secrets of the future world; or discover the two sa- 
craments in the pence given by the Samaritan to the 
host at the inn. 

[ 


X PREFACE. 


Like many other patristic Commentaries, it was 
delivered in a course of short Sermons, preached ex- 
temporaneously : tor 80 we may conclude, not only 
from the opening sentences of Sermon III, and the 
reiteration of favourite texts, but also from their 
evidently being quoted from memory. Repeatedly 
S. Cyril's reading agrees neither with the Septuagint 
nor with any other Greek version of the Old Testa- 
ment, though occasionally he (apparently) purposely 
follows Theodotion. In the New Testament he was 
evidently most familiar with S. Matthew's Gospel, 
and not only does he make his ordinary quotations 
from 1t, but even introduces its readings into the 
Commentary, after correctly giving S. Luke's text 
at the head of the Sermon. And as increased at- 
tention 18 now being paid to the collection of 
the various readings of Holy Scripture contained in 
the works of the fathers, the caution may not be out 
of place, that certainly in S. Cyril, and probably in 
the patristic writings generally, no importance 1s to 
be attached to the substitution of the words and 
phrases of one Gospel for those of another. 

In the headings however placed before each Ser- 
mon, we have a most valuable addition to our mate- 
rials for biblical criticism : for evidently they give us 
the received Alexandrine text as it was read in the 
beginning of the fifth century ; and that S. Cyril was 
fully aware of the importance of correctness on this 
head 1s evident from his constant allusions to the 
readings of the other Gospels. Its value however 
will best appear by a comparison between 1t and the 
chief extant authorities, and I have therefore collated 
it in the margin, 19. with the readings of the great 
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Vatican MS. published posthumously by Cardinal 
Mai, and which I have marked as B.; 29%. with the 
8eventh edition of 'Tischendorf, now 1n process of 
publication, T.; 3%. with Griesbach, G.; and, 4". with 
the textus receptus, s. I have not however cons1- 
dered it necessary to notice unimportant transposI- 
tions in the order of words, and where Griesbach 1s 
equally in favour of two readings, I have usually 
omitted his name; as also I have done with the Sy- 
riac, represented by S., in the few cases in which it 
corresponds as much with the one as with the other 
Greek reading. It will be noticed that in all cases 
I have represented the Syriac by its equivalent in 
Greek, which rule I have also followed wherever it 
has appeared expedient to give in the margin the 
original word ; often however of course the Greek 1s 
actually taken from the remains in Mai. 

The most cursory glance at the margin will shew 
that the high expectation naturally formed of the 
probable value of s0 ancient a text 1s fully carried out 
in fact. Its readings are almost always supported by 
one or other of the chief authorities, far more s0 than 
those of B. itself. And even where it seems to stand 
alone, an examination of the readings in Tischendorf 
will almost universally shew that there 1s a strong 
array of evidence in its support among the most 
valued MSS., while it contains nothing which mo- 
dern criticism has definitely condemned. One obser- 
vation is however necessary, namely, that the Syriac 
language mdulges in a fuller use of pronouns even 
than our own; and though I have noticed in the 
margin their addition wherever they might possibly 
b 2 
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X11 PREFACE. 
ex1ist in the Greek, yet, like those in italics in"our own 
vers1on, they are really not to be regarded as vari 
lectiones, but only as the necessary result of the 1diom 
of the language. 

It may however be asked, whether the Syriac trans- 
lator may be depended upon in his rendering of the 
original Greek text. To this I can answer unhes- 
tatingly im the affirmative : wherever the Greek 1s 
extant in Mai's collection, the exactness with which 
it is reproduced in the Syriac without the sI1ghtest 
alteration of tense and number, and with the most 
curious expedients for rendering those compound 
words in which Greek delights, is marvellous. Wher- 
ever also Mai has misunderstood a passage, or wrongly 
punctuated a sentence, it 1s as a usual rule correctly 
given in the Syriac, and though occasionally it has 
erred, as in rendering oyovos, in Jer. viii. 8, by «© cord,” 
whereas 1t really means pen,” still such instances are 
extremely rare. 

At the same time the translator has been guilty of 
one fault, which I am the more anxious to mention, 
as otherwise 1t might be laid to my own charge, 
namely, that he has taken no care to render each quo- 
tation always in the same words. The most glaring 
instance of this occurs in Is. 1. 23, where no less than 
three different renderings are given of © Thy princes 
* are disobedient,” one only of which 1s the exact equi- 
valent of the Greek ante«O005o1, though none deviate 
far from it ; while the Peschito gives a fourth word, 
the equivalent of the Hebrew © rebellious.” Similarly 
the words TwTHpLove emiÞavelas in Amos v. 22, have 

greatly puzzled the Syriac translator, who renders 
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them sometimes by © your appearances for salvation,” 
Sometimes © the salvation of your appearances,” the 


language not admitting of a literal rendering on ac- 
count of its scanty use of adjectives. And though the 
same Greek text naturally suggested to the translator 
the same Syriac rendering, still he has not troubled 
himself about maintaining verbal identity in the 
various places in winch the same text occurs. For 
my own part, originally I made an entry of each text 
upon translating it, for the pwurpose of retaining as 
much verbal accuracy as possible ; but when I found 
these variations in the Syriac, I gave up the attempt, 
and following the same plan as my predecessor, have 
contented myselt with carefully rendering each text 
as it occurred, without comparing it with previous 
translations, and I think it will be found that neither 
of us have gone far astray trom the exact sense of the 
original. 

I need scarcely mention after the above, that the 
Syriac translator does not take his quotations from 
the Peschito. Of course in the Old Testament this 
was 1mpossIble, as that version represents, not. the 
Septuagint, but the Hebrew. For the same rea- 
Son, the use of our own version was equally an 1m- 
posstbility to myself, since, as 1s well known, the 
Greek differs too considerably from the Masoretic 
text, of which ours is a translation, for one to be 
at all the equivalent of the other. 1 am by no 
means however prepared to join in the general con- 
demnation of the Septuagint, stamped as it 1s by the 
approval of our Lord and His apostles; and though 
parts of it are done far less efficiently than the rest, 
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yet whoever neglects it throws away one of the most 
important means for attaining to a knowledge of the 
original Scriptures; and I know of no more difficult 
question than the adjudication between the vocalising 
and arrangement of the Hebrew text as represented 
by the Septuagint, and that which gives us the sub- 
Sequent tradition of the Jewish schools. Not that 
there 1s the sI1ghtest room for doubting the authenti- 
city and genuineness in all substantial points of the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament ; tor the question 
affects only the vowels and the division of words; and 
the vowels in Semitic languages are not s0 important 
as in those of the Indo-Germanic family. To the 
present day no Jewish author ever expresses them in 
writing, though they have s0 far adopted modern 
customs as no longer to string their consonants to- 
gether in one unbroken line. Necessarily, however, 
under such circumstances reading in ancient times was 
a matter of no slight difficulty, and hence the dignity 
of the profess10n of the scribe, and the wonder of the 
Jews at our Lord and His apostles possessing the 
requisite knowledge. The Septuagint therefore pos- 
8es8es especial value, as being both the first attempt 
at fixing the meaning of the uncertain elements in 
the Hebrew language, and as dating prior to the 
establishment of Christianity : and though Jewish 
tradition subsequently grew more exact, and elimi- 
nated many mistakes into which the authors of the 
Septuagint had fallen, still the fact that these subse- 
quent labours of the Jewish schools first found their 
express10nN in the vers1on of Aquila, who had deserted 
Christianity, and published his translation as a rival 
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to the Septuagint, and certainly with no kindly 1n- 
tention towards the religion which he had abandoned, 
may well make us hesitate before we 80 unceremoni1- 
ously decry a version, the mistakes of which can be 
ascribed to nothing worse than s1mple inefficiency. 
That from s8uch hands and under such auspices the 
Masoretic text 1s 80 trustworthy, and s0 free from any 
real ground of suspicion, entirely as regards its con- 
sonants, and to a great extent as regards its vowels, 18 
the result, under God's Providence, of the extreme 
reverence of the Jews for the letter of those ordi- 
nances which had been entrusted to their keeping, 
Since the Christian Church was by no means aware 
of the importance of an exact inquiry into the true 
meaning of the earlier Scriptures, and contented 
itself with receiving what the Jews provided for its 
use; even Jerome himselt scarcely giving us more 
than what his Jewish masters taught him, and On- 
gen's knowledge of Hebrew being about as much as 
could be expected from the time 1t took him to 
acquire 1t. 

In the New Testament the case was different : for 
of course 1t was just posstble there to have used the 
words of our authorized Version. But 80 to have 
done would have brought me into constant opposition 
to my text; for I had not the Greek before me, but 
a Sync rendering of it, punctuated to an extreme 
degree of nicety, and fixing the meaning to one defi- 
nite sense. It seemed therefore my only honest course 
to reproduce as exactly as I could the version of the 
Syriac translator. Whether I should myself in all 
cases have given the same meaning to the original 
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Greek 1s an entirely distinct thing ; for the duty of 
a translator is not to give his own views, but those 
of his author. Still, as the memory naturally sug- 
gested the language of the authorized Verson, it wall 
no doubt be found to have exercised no little in- 
fluence upon the words which I have used. 

But it seemed to me expedient for another reason 
to reproduce as exactly as posstble the renderings of 
the Syriac translation. For the perfecting of the 
English translation of the Inspired Word is one of 
the noblest tasks which the mind of man can under- 
take : and though there may be evils attendant upon 
intertering with our present noble Saxon Version, 
Still none can be 80 great as its being regarded by 
a gradually increasing proportion of the community 
as deficient in correctness. To commission however 
any body of scholars, however competent, to under- 
take a completely new vers1on, or at present even a 
general revision of what we have, would be, in my 
opinion, at least premature. The controversy ought 
to be carried on in a region distinct from the book 
which we use in our worship and devotion: and such 
at present is the case, the attempts at improvement 
being made by individuals, and not by any consti- 
tuted authority. When, however, there has been 
gained a sufficient mass of results generally received, 
the time will have cor 2 for the proper steps to be 
taken for admitting them into the authorized verson. 
And possIbly in the New Testament the labours of 
80 many scholars and commentators may in a few 
years bring matters to such a pass as may justify the 
proper authorities in undertaking its revision : but in 
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the Old Testament the case 1s very difterent, and a 
lengthened period of tar more profound study of He- 
brew literature than at present prevails, carried on 
by many different minds, 1s required before anything 
more could be done than to bring the translation in 
a few unimportant particulars nearer to the Maso- 
retic text. 

In the present translation, therefore, I have used 
the utmost exactness in rendering all quotations from 
Holy Scripture, in the hope that it might not be 
without its value to shew in what way the New 'Tes- 
tament was understood and rendered by 80 compe- 
tent and ancient an authority as the Syriac translator 
of this present work. 


It remains now only to mention the relation in 
which the Syriac Version of the Commentary stands 
to the Greek remains collected by Mai, and of which 
I have given a translation wherever the MS. of the 
Syriac was unfortunately defective. 

As early then as the year 1838 Mai had shewn the 
gre:t value of this Commentary by the extracts pub- 
lished in the tenth volume of his Auctores Classict : 
and from that time he laboured assiduously in making 
his collection as complete as possble, until at length 
in the 2nd vol. of his Bib. Pat. Nova, the fragments 
gathered by him from twelve '!Iiff2rent Catenz, toge- 
ther with a Latin translation, occupy more than 300 
quarto Pages. 

But the critical acumen of Mai was by no means 
commensurate with his industry. With the usval 
fault of collectors, the smallest amount of external 
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XVI PREFACE. 
evidence was suflicient to override the strongest in- 
ternal improbability : nor apparently did his reading 
extend much beyond those Manuscripts, among 
which he laboured with such splendid results. At 
all events, though Cyril was an anthor whom he 
greatly valued, not only does he ascribe to the Com- 
mentary a vast mass of matter really taken from 
Cyril's other works, but even numerous extracts from 
Theophylact, Gregory Nazianzen, and other writers, 
whose style and method of interpretation are entirely 
opposed to the whole tenor of Cyril's mind. 
Although it scarcely belonged to my undertaking 
to sift these extracts, yet, as 1t might have thrown a 
$USPICcion upon the genuineness of the Syriac Version 
to find it unceremoniously rejecting nearly a third 
of what Mai had gathered, I have in most cases 1in- 
dicated the work or author to whom the rejected 
passages belong. A few still remain unaccounted 
for; but as the principle of Niketas, the compiler 
of the chief Catena upon $S. Luke, conftessedly was 
to gather from all Cyril's works whatever might 11- 
lustrate the Evangelist's meaning, and as in 80 do- 
ing he often weaves two, or even three distinct ex- 
tracts into one connected narrative, 1t 1s no wonder 
if it was more easy to gather such passages than to 
restore the disjecta membra to their original position. 
Several extracts also which escaped me at the time 
have since met my eye, of which the only one of 
importance 1s the remarkable explanation of the two 
birds at the cleansing of the leper, conf. Com. on 
Luke v. 14, and which 1s taken from a letter of Cyril 
to Acacius, 
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But the value of the Commentary does not arise 
s1mply from the uncertainty attaching to what Mai 
has gathered, but also from the superior form in 
which it gives what really is Cyril's own. As a ge- 
neral rule, the Catenists give conclusons without pre- 
masses, striking statements separated from the context 
which defines their meaning, results as true generally 
which are only true particularly, or which at least are 
greatly modified by the occasion which led to them. 
As it 18 moreover the manner of the Catenists often 
to introduce extracts by a summary of what precedes 
them, or where their length precluded their admis- 
$10n to give an abstract of them in briefer words, it 
often happens that a passage really Cyril's is followed 
in Mai by an abstract of itself taken from some 
smaller Catena : and thus an amount of confuson 
and repetition is occasioned which contrasts unfa- 
vourably with the s1mphcity of arrangement and 
easiness of comprehens1on which prevail throughout 
| the Commentary itself. 

Nevertheless Mai probably took the best course in 
confining himself to the s1mple collection of mate- 
rials: and at all events his works are carefully edited, 
punctuated intelligibly, and transiated with very con- 
$1derable correctness. No one, in using his very vo- 
luminous works, however much he may be inciimed 
to regret his want of critical ability, will accuse him 
of an inefficient treatment of the materials before 
him. The very reverse 1s the case with the other 
Catena which I have used, and which was edited by 
Dr. Cramer. 

In itself it is of cons1derable intrinsic value, but 1s 
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entirely untranslateable, except by one who will take 
the trouble of restoring the text, and entirely altering 
Dr. Cramer's punctuation. 


In conclusion, I have to return my thanks to the 
Delegates of the University Press for undertaking 
both the publication of the Syriac Version of S. Cyril's 


Commentary, and also of the present English trans- 
lation. 


Oxford, Jan. 1859. 
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PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA, 
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CHAP. L 


Who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers Ver. 2. 


of the Word. 'F 


Is saying that the Apostles were eyewitnesses of the substan- From Mai. 
tial and hiving Word, the Evangelisi agrees with John, who says, 

that * the Word was made flesh, and tabernacled in us, and John i. 14. 
*« His glory was seen, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the TO .- 
* Father.” For the Word became capable of being seen by eva. 
reas0n of the flesh, which 1s visible and tangible and solid : 

whereas in Himself He 1s invisible. And John again in his 

Epistle 8ays, * That which was from the beginning, That r John i. 1. : 
«* which we have heard, That which we have 8een with our | 
«eyes, and our hands have handled around the Word of (: 
« Life, and the Life became manifest.” Hearest thou not that 
he speaks of the Life as capable of being handled ? This he 
does that thou mayest understand that the Son became man, 
and was visible in respect of the flesh, but invisible as regards 


His divimty.* 


a 'There can be little doubt that on v. 32. is from the tenth Book | 
this passage does not belong to the against Julian, Op. VI. 331.; the # 
Commentary, but as I have hitherto following on v. 37. is the thirteenth ; 
been iinable to find it in S. Cyn's chapter against the Anthropomor- 

Collected Works, I have thought it phites, VI. 380.; and the third ex- 
best to retain it. Mai's next extract tract on v. 42. 1s the Commentary 


B 


| 
| 
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V. 51. He hath s8hewed strength with His arm : He hath scattered 


the proud mm the imagination of their heart. 


The arm enigmatically s1gnifies the Word that was born of 
her : and by the proud, Mary means the wicked demons who 
with their prince fell through pride: and the Greek sages, 
who refused to receive the folly, as it seemed, of what was 
preached : and the Jews who would not believe, and were scat- 
tered for their unworthy imaginations about the Word of God. 
And by the mighty she means the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
Sought the chief seats. It 1s nearer the sense, however, to 
refer it to the wicked demons : for these, when openly claim- 
ing mastery over the world, the Lord by His coming <scattered, 


upon Is8ﬆachar's name, signifying 
* a reward,” in the Glaphyra, I. 227. 
(Ed. Aub.) All these I have omitted. 
'The remaining extracts, forming a 
continuous Commentary upon the 
hymns of the blessed Virgin and 
Zacharias, I have retained, since it 
is 8carcely probable that S. Cynl en- 
tirely passed them over; and, though 
the homilies, as proved by the Sy- 
riac, commenced with the first verse 
of chap. it., yet possibly he may 
have prefaced them by an Exposi- 
tion of these hymns. Cramer's 
Catena, nevertheless, contains por- 
tions of 8everal of these extracts 
anonymously. 'PThe proof from the 
Syriac that the homiles began with 
the second chapter is decisive. Of 
the nine MSS. in which more or 
less of this Commentary 1s preserved, 
eight constantly mention the num- 
ber of the homily, which they quote 
either in part or entire: in one of 
these, N®. 12, 154., a MS. probably 
of the eighth century, a series of 
extracts occurs occupying forty 
pages, beginning with the first 
and ending with the hundred 
and eighteenth homily; and the 
numbering of this Codex is 
identical with that of the rest, 
wherever two or more of them 
contain the 8same passage. The 


Syriac numbering apparently 1s al80 
identical with that of the Greek. 
For in my earliest authority, Cod, 
12, 158, transcribed, as the Copyist 
states, in the year of our Lord 588., 
the numbering of the quotations 
from $S. Cynl is till identical with 


that of the other Codices. This MS. 
contains a translation of two trea- 


tises of Severus of Antioch against 


Julian, and is probably at least a 
century anterior to the Syriac ver- 


$10n of S., Cyril; 80 that its agree- 
ment with it, both in this and more 
material points, is of considerable 
importance. Evidently S. CyriPs 
Commentary upon the beginning of 
the Gospel was much more brief 
than it hecame subsequently : for 
whereas the twenty-first homily car- 
ries us down to the end of the fifth 
chapter, those that follow average 
ten homilies each. In like manner 
the concluding chapters of St. Luke 
were passed over by him very ra- 
pidly. Finally, as the Syriac, from 
time to time, does not recognise 
s0me of the passages collected by 
Mai from the Catenz, it is worth 
notice, that of his four first extracts, 
not less than three have been dis- 
covered in the published works of 
S, Cyril, complete as Aubert's edi- 
tion 18, 
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and transferred those whom they had made captive unto His 
own dominion. For these things all came to pass according to 
her prophecy, that 


He hath put down rulers from their thrones, and exalted »y, 2. 
the humble. 


Great used to be the haughtiness of these demons whom He 
scattered, and of the devil, and of the Greek sages, as I said, 
and of the Pharisees and Scribes. But He put them down, and | 
exalted those who had humbled themselves under their mighty i 
hand, © having given them authority to tread upon serpents Luke x. rg. 
* and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy :” and 
made the pivots against us of the:e haughty-minded beings of 
none effect. The Jews, moreover, once gloried in their empire, 
but were stripped of 1t for their unbehef; whereas the Gentiles, 
who were obscure and of no note, were for their faith's sake Y 
exalted. Lt 


te hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He V. s;. 
hath sent empty away. 


By the hungry, she means the human race : for, excepting 
the Jews only, they were pining with famine. The Jews, 
however, were enriched by the giving of the law, and by the 
teaching of the holy prophets. For © to them belonged the Rom. ix. 4. 
* giving of the law, the adoption of sons, the worship, the pro- 
* mises.” But they became wanton with high feeding, and 
too elate at their dignity ; and having refused to draw near 
humbly to the Incarnate One, they were sent empty away, 
carrying nothing with them, neither faith nor knowledge, nor if 
the hope of blessings. For verily they became both outcasts | 
from the earthly Jerusalem, and aliens from the glorious life 
that is to be revealed, because they received not the Prince of 
Life, but even crucified the Lord of Glory, and abandoned the 
fountain of Iiving water, and set at nought the bread that 
came down from heaven. And for this reason there came upon | 
them a famine severer than any other, and a thirst more bitter | 
than every thirst : for 1t was not a famine of the material 
bread, nor a thirst of water, © but a famine of hearing the Amos viii, 
* Word of the Lord.” But the heathen, who were hungering * 
B 2 


Y. $4. 


Gen. xx1i1. 
IS, 


Heb. ni. 16. 


v - 23. 


From Cor- 
derins, 
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and athirst, and with their soul wasted away with misery, were 
filled with spiritual blessings, because they received the Lord. 
For the privileges of the Jews passed over unto them. 


He hath taken hold of Israel His child to remember mercy. 


He hath taken hold of Israel,—not of the Israel according 
to the flesh, and who prides himself on the bare name, but of 
him who 1s 80 after the Spirit, and according to the true 
meaning of the appellation ;—even such as look unto God, and 
believe in Him, and obtain through the Son the adoption of 
80ns, according to the Word that was spoken, and the promise 
made to the prophets and patriarchs of old. It has, however, 
a true application also to the carnal Israel; for many thou- 
sands and ten thousands of them believed. © But He has re- 
** membered His mercy as He promised to Abraham :” and 
has accomplished what He spake unto him, that © in thy seed 
* shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed.” For this pro- 
nuse was now in the act of fulfilment by the impending birth 
of our common Saviour Christ, Who 1s that seed of Abraham, 
in Whom the Gentiles are blessed. *© For He took on Him the 
* 8eed of Abraham,” according to the Apostle*s*words : and 80 
fulfilled the promise made unto the fathers. 


He hath raised up a horn of s8alvation for us.Þ 


The word horn 1s used not only for power, but also for 
royalty. But Christ, Who 1s the Saviour that hath risen for 
us from the family and race of David, is both : for He is the 
King of kings, and the invincible power of the Father. 


To perform mercy 


Christ is mercy and justice : for we have obtained mercy 


through Him, and been justified, having washed away the 
stains of wickedness through taith that is in Him. 


The oath which He ware to our father Abraham. 


But let no one accustom himself to s8wear from hearing that 
God 8ware unto Abraham. For just as anger, when spoken of 


b Referred by Corderins to Victor. 
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(x0d, 18 not anger, nor implies pass1on, but s81gnifies power ex- 
ercised in punishment, or some smnular motion; 80 neither 1s an 
oath an act of swearing. For God does not swear, but indicates 
the certainty of the event, —that that which He says will ne- 
cessarily come to pass. For God's oath 1s His own word, fully 
persuading those that hear, and giving each one the convietion 
that what He has promised and said will certainly come to 
Pass. 


And thou, child, 8halt be called Prophet of the Highest. 


Observe, I pray, this also, that Christ is the Highest, Whose 
forerunner John was both in his birth, and in his preaching. 
What remains, then, for those to say, who lessen® His divinity ? 
And why will they not understand, that when Zacharias said, 
* And thou shalt be called Prophet of the Highest,” he meant 
thereby © of God,” of Whom also were the rest of the pro- 
phets. 


To give light to them that sit in darkness, and the shadow 
of death. 


For those under the law, and dwelling in Juaea, the Baptist 
was, as 1t were, a lamp, preceding Christ : and God 80 spake 
before of him ; © I have prepared a lamp for My Christ.” And 
the law also typified him in the lamp, which in the first taber- 
nacle 1t commanded should be ever kept alight. But the Jews, 
after being for a short time pleased with him, flocking to his 
baptism, and admiring his mode of life, quickly made him 
sleep im death, doing their best to quench the ever-burning 
lamp. For this reason the Saviour also spake concerning him ; 
** He was a burning and shining lamp, and ye were willing a 
*« little to rejoice for a season in his light.” 


face to his translation of the 'Theo- 
phania, a Syriac version of which 
was discovered among the Nitrian 
MSS. His translation 1s, however, 
inaccurate to the last degree; and 
the treatige in question leaves no 
doubt that Eusebins was the pre- 
cursor of Arian doctrines. 


c «© He means the Arians, who 
* 8a1id the Son was indeed God, but 
© nevertheless inferior to the Fa- 
* ther; as Eusebius, who was an 
* Arian writer, especlally in his in- 
* terpretation of the 48th Pealm.” 
Mai.— This charge against Euse- 
bius, the late Professxor Lee has 
endeavoured to disprove in the pre- 


Y. 90. 


From Mai, 


tk 


Ps. exxxn. 
I7. 


John v. 35. 
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To guide our feet into the way of peace. 


For the world, indeed, was wandering in error, serving the 
creation in the place of the Creator, and was darkened over 
by the blackness of ignorance, and a night, as it were, that 
had fallen upon the minds of all, permitted them not to see 
Him, Who both by nature and truly 1s God. But the Lord of 
all rose for the Israelites, ike a light and a un. 


CHAP. IL 


* From S. Cyril's Commentary upon the Gospel of From the 


Syriac, ſ 
« St. Luke, Sermon the First.” MS. 12,154: [ 
And it came to pass in those days, Fe. Luke ii, 1, i 


(U1IRISP therefore was born in Bethlehem at the time when 
Augustus Cesar gave orders that the first enrolment should be 
made. But what necessity was there, sx0me one may perhaps f 
8ay, for the very wise Evangelist to make special mention of 

this! Yes, I answer : it was both useful and necessary for him 

to mark the period when our Saviour was born: for 1t was said 

by the voice of the Patriarch : © The head shall not depart Gen. xlix. 
* from Judah, nor a governor from his thighs until He come, o 

* for Whom 1t 1s laid up: and He is the expectation of the 

* Gentiles.” That we therefore might learn that the Izraelites 

had then no king of the tribe of David, and that their own na- 

tive governors had failed, with good reason he makes mention 

of the decrees of Czsar, as now having beneath his sceptre 

Judza as well as the rest of the nations: for it was as their 

ruler that he commanded the census to be made. 


Because he was of the house and lineage of David. F. 4 


The book of the sacred Gospels referring the genealogy to From Mai. 

Joseph, who was descended from David's house, has proved 

through him that the Virgin also was of the same tribe as 

David, inasmuch as the Divine law commanded that marriages 

s$hould be confined to those of the same tribe : and the inter- | 
preter of the heavenly doctrines, the great apostle Paul, clearly | 
declares the truth, bearing witness that the Lord arose out of Heb. vii, | 
Juda. The natures, however, which combined unto this real 7 

anion were different, but from the two together 1s one God 


Col. 1. 15. 
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the Son, without the diversity of the natures being destroyed 
by the union. For a union of two natures was made, and 
therefore we confess One Christ, One Son, One Lord. And it 
1s with reference to this notion of a union without confugion 
that we proclaim the holy Virgin to be the mother of God, be- 
cause God the Word was made flesh and became man, and by 
the act of conception united to Himself the temple that He re- 
ceived from her. For we perceive that two natures, by an in- 
separable union, met together in Him without confusion, and 
indivisibly. For the flesh is flesh, and not deity, even though 
it became the flesh of God : and in like manner also the Word 
is God, and not flesh, though for the dispensation's sake He 
made the flesh His own. But although the natures which con- 
curred in forming the union are both different and unequal to 
one another, yet He Who 1s formed from them both 1s only 
One: nor may we separate the One Lord Jesus Christ into 
man severally and God severally, but we aftirm that Christ 
Jesus is One and the Same, acknowledging the distinction of 
the natures, and preserving them free from confusion with one 
another. 


With Mary, his betrothed wife, being great with child. 


The sacred Evangelist says that Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, to shew that the conception had taken place upon her 
betrothal solely, and that the birth of the Emanuel was mira- 
culous, and not in accordance with the laws of nature. For 
the holy Virgin did not bear from the inmission of man's seed. 
And what was the reason of this ? Christ, Who is the first-fruits 
of all, the second Adam according to the Seriptures, was born 
of the Spirit, that he might transmit the grace (of the spiritual 
birth) to us also: for we too were intended, no longer to bear 
the name of sons of men, but of God rather, having obtained 
the new birth of the Spirit in Christ first, that he might be 
* foremost among all,” as the most wise Paul declares. 

And the occasion of the census most opportunely caused the 
holy Virgin to go to Bethlehem, that we might see another 


4 Geog kat vios, God the Son; as tion in these phrases 1s constantly 
Oecos ral rarnp 18 used by S. Cyril retained, while in those of a later 
for God the Father. In the more date the tendency is to omit it, 
ancient Syriac MSS, the conjunec- 
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prophecy fulfilled, For it is written, as we have already men- 
tioned, **And thou Bethlehem, house of Ephratah, art very Mich. v. 2. 
8mall to be among the thousands of Judah : from thee shall 
come forth for Me to be Ruler in Israel !” 
But in answer to those who argue that, if He were brought 
forth in the flesh, the Virgin was corrupted : and it she were 
not corrupted, that He was brought forth only in appear- 
ance, we ay; the prophet declares, * the Lord, the God of Ezek. xliv. 
Israel, hath entered in and gone out, and the gate remaineth * 
closed.” If, moreover, the Word was made flesh without 
8exual intercourse, being conceived altogether without seed, 
then was He born without injury to her virginity, 


And 8he brought forth her firstborn Son. Ver. 7. 


In what sense then her firstborn? By firstborn she here 
means, not the first among several brethren, but one who was 
both her first and only son : for some such sense as this exists 
among the significations of © firstborn.” For sometimes also 
the Scripture calls that the first which is the only one ; as © [ 1s. xliv. 6. 
am God, the First, and with Me there 1s no other.” To shew 
then that the Virgin did not bring torth a mere man, there 1s 
added the word firstborn ; for as she continued to be a virgin, 
she had no other so0n but Him Who 1s of the Father : concerning 
Whom God the Father also proclaims by the voice of David, 
*And I will set Him Firstborn high among the kings of the Ps. Ixxxix. 
earth.” Of Him als the all-wise Paul makes mention, saying, *” 
* But when He brought the First-begotten into the world, He Heb. i. 6. 
8alth, And let all the angels of God worship Him.” How 
then did He enter into the world ? For He 1s separate from it, 
not s0 much in respect of place as of nature ; for 1t 1s in nature 
that He differs from the inhabitants of the world : but He 
entered into 1t by being made man, and becoming a portion of 
it by the incarnation. For though He 1s the Only-begotten 
as regards His divinity, yet as having become our brother, 
He has also the name of Firstbora ; that, being made the first- 
fruits as 1t were of the adoption of men, He might make us 
als the sons of God, 
Conxsider therefore that He is called the Firstborn im respect 
of the economy : for with respect to His divinity He 1s the 
C 
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Only-begotten. Again, He is the Only-begotten in respect of 


His being the Word of the Father, having no brethren by 
nature, nor being co-ordinate with any other being : for the 
Son of God, consubstantial with the Father, is One and Alone : 
but He becomes the Firstborn by descending to the level of 
created things. When therofore He is called the Only-be- 
gotten, He is 80 with no cause assigned by reason of which He 
is the Only-begotten, being © the Only-begotten God® into the 
bosom of the Father :?? but when the divine Scriptures call Him 
Frrstborn, they immediately also add of whom He is the first- 
born, and assign the cause of His bearing this title : for they 
8ay, © Firstborn among many brethren :” and © Firstborn from 
the Gead :” the one, because He was made like unto us in all 
things except sin; and the other, because He first raised up 
His own flesh unto incorruption. Moreover, He has ever been 
the Only-begotten by nature, as being the Sole begotten 
of the Father, God of God, and Sole of Sole, having shone 
forth God of God, and Light of Light : but He is the Firstborn 
for our sakes, that by His being called the Firstborn of things 
created, whatever resembles Him may be saved through Hun : 
for if He must of necessity be the Firstborn, assuredly those 
must also continue to exist of whom He 1s the Firstborn. But 
i, as Eunomius? argues, He is called God's Firstborn, as born 
the first of many; and He is also the Virgin's Firstborn ; then 
as regards her also, He must be the first as preceding another 
child : but if He is called Mary's Firstborn, as her only child, 
and not as preceding others, then is He also God's Firstborn, 
not as the first of many, but as the Only One born. 

Moreover if the first are confessedly the cause of the second, 
but God and the Son of God are first, then 1s the Son the cause 
of those who have the name of sons, inasmuch as 1t 1s through 
Him that they have obtained the appellation. He therefore 
who 1s the cause of the second sons may justly be called the 


e Mai translates contrary to the 
Greek © Unigenitus Dei.,”—S. Cy- 
ril's reading Oeos, agrees as usual 
with the Vatican MS,, and is also 
gupported by many of the fathers, 
and by the Oriental yersions. 

f Eunomis taught, that the Fa- 
ther and Son are unequal, both in 


degree and kind, whence his follow- 
ers were called av6uow. He flou- 
rished about A. D. 360, and was a 
disciple of Aetins. St. Athanasims 
often refers to him in his treatise 
against the Arians, For a fuller 
account of him, cf. Newman's Ar- 
ans, C.1v, sect. 4. 
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Firstborn, not as being the first of them, but as the first 
cause of their receiving the title of sonship. And just as 


the Father being called the first—* for I, He saith, am the Is. xli. 4. 


first, and I am after these things”—axssuredly will not compel 
us to regard Him as smilar in nature to those that are after 
Him; 80 also though the Son be called the first of creation, or 
the Firstborn before all creation, it by no means follows that 
He 1s one of the things made : but just as the Father 8aid © I 
am the first,” to shew that He 1s the origin of all things, in the 


8ame 8ense the Son also is called the first of creation. * For John i. 3. 


all things were made by Him,” and He 1s the beginning of all 
created things, as being the Creator and Maker of the worlds. 


And she laid him mn the manger. 


He found man reduced to the leyel of the beasts: therefore 
is He placed like fodder in a manger, that we, having left off 
our bestial Iife, might mount up to that degree of intelligence 
which befits man's nature; and whereas we were brutisgh mn 
80ul, by now approaching the manger, even His own table, we 
find no longer fodder, but the bread from heaven, which 1s 
the body of life. 


s For a very full and accurate mTpwrdrokos, the reader may consult 
discussion of the gense in which 5$, CyriPs eighth Paschal Homily. 
our Lord is both povoyevys and 
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Hi From the SERMON OF S, CYRIL, ARCHBISHOP OP ALEXANDKIA, FROM THE 


os io Syriac 5 
Bay! MS. 12,165. COMMENTARY UPON THE (3OSPEL OF LUKE; UPON THE 
BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOUR IN THE FLESH. 


43*9 e. ii, 8-18, And there were 8hepherds in that country, watching and 

$4 BY om. !3ov, . —— 6——— _— ? 
BY J' anon keeping guard by night over their flock : and the angel of 

$7: fl ha ®c9, the Lord came unto them, and the glory of God shone upon 
"$+ i KGI1. . us 

J4: i them, and they were 8ore afraid. And the angel saud unto 

EY! them, Fear not : for lo! I bring unto you good tidings of 


great joy, which shall be to all the people : that there ts 
born unto you to-day in the city of David a Saviour, Who 
ts Christ the Lord. And this is your 8igqn ; ye $hall find 
cal xeiuvevoy @ babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lard in a 
my manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
oTpariav tude of the heavenly hosts, praising God and s8aying, Glory 


= _ to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and among men 

good will. And it came to pass that when the angels had 

gone from"them unto heaven, the shepherds 8aid unto one 

[ another, Let us go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

F which hath come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 

: unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary and 

{ it Joseph, and the babe laid in the manger. And when 

IH they had 8een, they made known the word that was 8poken 

4 il 1 unto them concerning the child. And all that heard won- 
'F dered at what was toid them by the shepherds. 


LET me begin my discourse to you with that which 1s 
Ps. xev, 1, Written in the book of Palms, © Come let us praise the 
Lord, and sing unto God our Saviour :” for He 1s the Head of 
our feast-day, and therefore let us tell His noble doings, and 


43 
wa, 
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relate the manner of that beautifully contrived dispensation, by 
means of which He has saved the world, and having placed on 
each one of us the yoke of His kingdom, 1s justly the object of 
our admiration. The blessed David therefore says in the 


Psalms, *All ye people clap your hands;” and again adds Ps. xlvii. 
thereto, © Sing with understanding, God hath et a king over © 7 


all the heathen.” For this holy mystery was wrought with 
a wisdom most befitting Christ, if it be true, as true most cer- 
tainly 1t 1s, that the Lord, though He is God, appeared unto 
us, and though He 1s in the form of God the Father, and pos- 
8e88e8 an incomparable and universal preeminence, took the 
likeness of a slave. But even 80 He was God and Lord; for 
He did not cease to be that which He had been. 

The company of the holy prophets had before proclaimed 
both His birth in the flesh, and His asxumption of our likeness 
as about in due time to come to pass : and inasmuch as this 
hope had now reached its fulfilment, the rational powers of 
heaven bring the glad tidings of His manifestation and appear- 
ance 1n this world, to shepherds first of all at Bethlehem, who 
were thus the earhest to receive the knowledge of the mystery. 
And the type answers to the truth : for Christ reveals Himself 
to the spiritual shepherds, that they may preach Him to the 
rest, just as the shepherds also then were taught His mystery 
by the holy angels, and ran to bear the glad tidings to their 
fellows. Angels therefore are the first to preach Him, and 
declare His glory as God born in the flesh in a wonderful 
manner of a woman. 

But perchance some one may object to this ; © that He Who 
was now born was «till a child, and wrapped in 8waddling- 
clothes, and laid in a manger : how then did the powers above 
praise Him as God ?” Against such our argument stands firm. 
Understand, O man, the depth of the mystery ! God was in 
visible form like unto us : the Lord of all in the hkeness of a 
slave, albeit the glory of lordship is inseparable from Him. 
Understand that the Only-begotten was made flesh ; that He 
endured to be born of a woman for our sakes, to put away the 
curse pronounced upon the first woman : for to her 1t was said, 


* In pains shalt thou bring forth children ;” for 1t was as Gen. ii4.16. 


bringing forth unto death, that they endured the sting of 
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death®. But because a woman has brought forth in the flesh 
the Immanuel, Who is Life, the power of the curse 1s loosed, 
and along with death have ceased also the pains that earthly 
mothers had to endure in bringing forth. 

Wonldst thou learn also another reason of the matter ! 
Remember what the very wise Paul has written of Him. © For 
as to the powerlessness of the law, wherein it was weak through 
the flesh, God having sent His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and because of in, has condemned: the sin in His flesh, that 
the just requirement of the law might be fuliilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit®.” 
What then is the meaning of his saying that the Son was sent 
*1n the likeness of sinful flesh ?” It is this. The law of 8m les 
hidden in our fleshly members, together with the shameful 
Stirring of the natural lusts : but when the Word of God be- 
came flesh, that is man, and assxwumed our likeness, His flesh 
was holy and perfectly pure; s0 that He was indeed 1n the 
hkeness of our flesh, but not according to its standard. For 
He was entirely free from the stains and emotions natural to 
our bodies), and from that inclination which leads us to what 1s 
not lawful, 

When therefore thou seest the child wrapped in swaddling- 
clothes, stay not thy thought solely upon His birth in the flesh, 
but mount up to the contemplation of His godhke glory : 
elevate thy mind aloft : ascend to heaven : 80 wilt thou behold 


h Mai more correctly perhaps 


with great force in his treatise De 
reads Thys avias KevTpov. 


Incarnat. Dom. c. x1., wherein he 


i 'The Peschito has also this read- 
ing, though manifestly wrong. 


k The passage which follows oc-_ 


curs alsxo m MS. 12, 154, with no 
variz lectiones: as does also the 
subseguent explanation of Is. viii. 3. 

| 'The Syriac translator has here 
misinterpreted S. Cyril, who does 
not 8ay that our Lord was free from 
the emotions natural to bodies, but 
Kwnparos Kat porrns Ths nas amoe- 
povons eþ' a pun Ges, that is, from 
that corruption of our nature which 
guggests 8in to us, and mclines us 
to seek it. (James 1. 14.) S. Cyril's 
main argument here is used by him 


shews, that our Lord took the flesh 
holy and perfectly pure, © to con- 
* vict 8in of injustice, and to de- 
** stroy the power of death. For as 
* long as sin Ggentenced only the 
* guilty to death, no interference 
* with it was posslble, seeing that 
*« it had justice on its 8ide. But 


«© when it 8uhjected to the same 
* punisghment Him Who was inno- 


* cent, and guiltless, and worthy of 
* crowns of honour and hymns of 
* praise, being convicted of injust- 
* ice, 1t was by necessary Conse- 
© quence stripped of its power.” 
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Him in the highest exaltation, possessed of transcendent glory ; 


thou wilt see Him © set upon a throne high and lifted up ;” Is. vi. 1. 


thou wilt hear the Seraphim extolling Him in hymns, and 
saying that heaven and earth are full of His glory. Yea! 
even upon earth this has come to pass : for the glory of God 
shone upon the shepherds, and there was a multitude of the 
heavenly armies telling Christ's glory. And this it was which was 
proclaimed of old by the voice of Moses, © Rejoice, ye heavens, 


with Him, and let all the sons" of God worship Him.” For Deut. 
very many holy prophets had been born from time to time, but **** +>: 


never had any one of them been glorified by the voice of 
angels : for they were men, and according to the same measure 
as ourselves, the true servants of God, and bearers of His 
words. But not 80 was Christ : for He is God and Lord, and 
the Sender of the holy prophets, and, as the Psalmist says, 


** Who 1n the clouds shall be compared unto the Lord, and who Ps. 1xxxix. 
Shall be hkened unto the Lord among the sons of God ?” For * 


the appellation of sonship 1s bestowed by Him as of grace upon 
us who le under the yoke, and are by nature slaves: but 
Christ 1s the true Son®, that is, He is the Son of God the 
Father by nature, even when He had become flesh : for He 
continued, as I have said, to be that which He had ever been, 
though He took upon Hum that which He had not been. 

And that what I say 1s true, the prophet Isaiah again as- 


SUres us, 8aying, © Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear Is. vii. 14. 


* a Son, and they $hall call His name Emmanuel ; butter 
* and honey shall He eat: before He knoweth or chooseth 
* the evil, He $hall prefer the good : for before the Child dis- 
** tinguisgheth good or evil, He is not obedient to evil in that 
* He chooseth the good.” And yet how is it not plain to all, 
that a new-born babe, as yet unable, from its youth and ten- 
derness, to understand anything, is unequal to the task of distin- 
guishing between good and evil! For he knows absolutely no- 
thing. But in our Saviour Christ it was a great and extraordinary 
miracle : for He ate while yet a babe both butter and honey. 
And because He was God, ineffably made flesh, He knew only 


m 'This reading is 8upported by St. Paul, Heb. 1. 6. 
8everal MSS,, two Scholia, and 8. n Mai reads n aAnde, * the re- 
Augustine ; but is rejected by ality.” 
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Luke xviii. 


I9. 
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the good, and was exempt from that depravity which belongs 
to man. And this too 1s an attribute of the supreme Substance; 
for that which is good by nature, firmly and unchangeably, 
belongs specially to It, and It only ; © for there is none good, 
* but one God,” as the Saviour has Himself said. 

Wouldst thou see another virtue of the Child ? Wouldst thou 
8ee that He is by nature God, Who in the flesh was of woman ! 
Learn what the prophet Isaiah s8ays of Him : © And I drew 
* near unto the prophetess, and she conceived, and bare a 
© male; and the Lord aid unto me, Call His name, Quick 
* take captive, and spoil hastily.9 For before the Child shall 
« know to call father or mother, He shall take the strength of 
« Damaxcus.” For contemporaneously with the birth of Christ 
the power of the devil was spoiled. For in Damascus he had 
been the object of religious service, and had had there very 
many worshippers; but when the holy Virgin brought forth, 
the power of his tyranny was broken; for the heathen were 
won unto the knowledge of the truth ; and their firstfruits and 
leaders were the Magi, who came from the East to Jerusalem ; 
whose teacher was the heaven, and their schoolmaster a star. 

Look not therefore upon Him Who was laid in the manger 
as a babe merely, but in our poverty see Him Who as God 18 
rich, and in the measure of our humanity Him Who excels the 
inhabitants of heaven, and Who therefore 1s glorified even by 
the holy angels. And how noble was the hymn, © Glory to 
« God in the highest, and on earth peace, and among men 
« good will!” Por the angels and archangels, thrones and 
lordships, and high above them the Seraphim, preserving their 
8ettled order, are at peace with God : for never in any way 
do they transgress His good pleasure, but are firmly established 


0 The Fathers constantly refer 
this name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 
to our Lord, and explain it of the 
overthrow of Satan. Another in- 
8tance of S, Cyril's use of it will be 
found in his 17th Paschal Homily, as 
follows : The prophetess 1s the holy 
Virgin : and the name given to the 
child s8wteth not man, but God : 
for, saith He, call His name, Spoil 
quickly : hastily plunder. For at 


His birth the heavenly and super- 
natural infant, while yet in 8wad- 
dling bands and on His mother's 
bosom, because of His human na- 
ture, stripped forthwith Satan of 
his goods by His ineffable might as 
God : for the Magi came from the 
East to worship Him, &c, [In the 
above I correct © «ai &vopa Thor: 
and droppyre Ouvapet. | 
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in righteousness and holiness. But we, wretched beings, by having 
et up our own lusts in opposition to the will of our Lord, had put 
ourselves into une position of enemies unto Him. But by Christ 


this has been done away. for He is our peace; for He has Eph. ii. 14. 


united us by Hunself unto God the Father, having taken away 
from the middle the cause of the enmity, even sin, and 80 jus- 
tifies us by faith, and makes us holy and without blame, and 
calls near unto Him those who were afar off : and bezides this, 
He has created the two people into one new man, s0 making 


peace, and reconciling both in one body to the Father. For it Eph. r. ro. 


pleased God the Father to form into one new whole all things 
in Him, and to bind together things below and things above, 
and to make those in heaven and those on earth into one flock. 
Christ therefore has been made for us both Peace and Good- 
will; by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be glory 
and honour and might with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 


Amen. ® 


Pp Seyeral passages referred by Mai 
to this homily are not found in the 
Syriac, as was to be expected, the 
Catenists having made use not only 
of the Commentary, but also of 
S, Cyril's other works, especially 
the Julian bocxs, besides the poss1- 
bility of interpolations, and passages 
erroneously ascribed to him. 'The 
first omitted extract from B. is to 
s$hew that the shepherds typified 
the pastors of the Church, as also 
Christ the chief shepherd, Who 
came to 8eek the lost flock : while 
Bethlehem, the house of bread, His 
birthplace, is the Church, © where 
* daily the mystical bread of life 1s 
* 8acrificed.” 'The 8econd passage 
(from what MS. 1s uncertain) gives 
a physical interpretation of the but- 
ter which the Emmanuel ate, un- 
worthy of Cynl, and at variance 
with the 8piritual interpretation of 
the prophecy given above. Thirdly, 
there are a s8eries of extracts from 1. 
taken chiefly from the Commentary 
on I8aiah, Conf, Vol. II. 134. 200. 
(Ed. Aub.) And, lastly, an extract 


from B., to the effect that probably 
it was an archangel who brought 
the message, accompanied by his 
usual attendants. 'The first passage 
1s remarkable, both as speaking of 
a daily communion, and for its ap- 
plication of the word tepovpyeirat to 
the © mystical bread of life.” The 
Fathers generally use this word in 
the same manner as St. Paul, Rom. 
xv. 10,, for the discharge of any re- 
Iigious duty, and in this sense it 
will be found to occur more than 
once in the course of the Commen- 
tary. Other examples may be seen 
in Suicer's 'Thesaurus under {epovp- 
yew, and the only instance he gives 
of its application to the Lord's gup- 
per 18 from Zonaras, a writer of the 
twelfth century. It occurs, however, 
in Philostorgu Hist. Ecel. ix. 4., and 
is there referred by Valesius to the 
Loris supper, but this interpreta- 
tion 1s far from certain. For the 
historian Is s8peaking of the heretic 
Eunomius, who, he says, retired to 
a small estate situated on the sea- 
Shore near Chalcedon, ov9e lepoup- 
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SERMON 111.4 


VERY numerous indeed 1s the assembly, and earnest the 
hearer :—for we see the Church full :—but the teacher 1s but 
poor. He nevertheless Who giveth to man a mouth and tongue, 
will further supply us with good ideas.” For He somewhere 
8ays Himself, © Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” Simece 
therefore ye have all come together eagerly on the occas1on of 
this joyous festivals of our Lord, let us with cheerful torches 
brightly celebrate the feast, and apply ourselves to the cons1- 
deration of what was divinely fulfilled, as 1t were, this day, 
gathering for ourselyes from every quarter whatsoever may 
confirm us in faith and piety. 

But recently we 8aw the Immanuel lying as a babe im the 
manger, and wrapped in human fashion in swaddling bands, 
but extolled as God in hymns by the host of the holy angels. 
For they proclaimed to the shepherds His birth, God the Fa- 
ther having granted to the inhabitants of heaven as a special 
privilege to be the first to preach Him. And to-day too we 
have s8een Him: obedient to the laws of Moses, or rather we 
have seen Him Who as God is the Legislator, subject to His 


yias && of Th1s Ku(ikov pereaorh ov 
PEv OVv es OTov everii® ypovov 1Waro. 
'This Valesius translates by © ne 8a- 
* cra quidem mysteria unquam ce- 
* lebravit;” but it rather means, that 
*«« he entirely abstained from all the 
*« duties of his sacred office.” In 8up- 
port of his rendering Valesius quotes 
from Eusebius? Life of Constantine, 
Lib. IV. 45. @voiars avaipors ral pu- 
oTWKais lepoupytiars TO Octov INaokov- 
To, where, however, as Wernsdorf 
s$hews, by a comparison with other 
pas8ages of Eusebius, that historian, 
in his usual rhetorical style, thus 
described the prayers for the safety 
of the Emperor, and the Church 
militant, which, as in our service, 
preceded the celebration of the Eu- 
charist. 'The probability, therefore, 


is, that this extract is incorrectly 
referred to S. Cynl. 

4 'The original Greek of both the 
third and fourth Sermons has been 
preserved in the Imperial Library 
at Paris; and that of the fourth 
only at 'Trinity College, Cambridge. 
The former has been printed by 
Aubert in his collected edition of 
S. Cynil's Works, Vol. V. part ii. 
P- 3ZSz., where the two Sermons are 
incorporated into one. 

r xopnynoe Td nuiv Evvoias 
ayadas, From this it appears that 
these homilies were delivered ex- 
temporaneously, which accounts for 
a certain amount of repetition in 
them, especially of favorite texts. 

5 'The feast of circumcision. 


own decrees. 
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And the reason of this the most wise Paul 
teaches us, saying, © When we were babes we were enslayed Gal. iv. 3. 


19 


© under the elements of the world ; but when the fulness of 
«the time came, God sent forth His Son, bornt of a woman, 
* born under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
« law.” Christ therefore ransomed from the curse of the law 
those who being subject to it, had been unable to keep its 
enactments. And in what way did He ransom them ? By ful- 
filling it. And to put it in another way : in order that He 
might expiate the guilt of Adam's transgression, He showed 
Himself obedient and submiss1ve 1n every respect to God the 


Father mm our stead : for it is written, © That as through the Rom. v. 19. 


« disobedience of the One man, the many were made sinners, 
« 80 also through the obedience of the One, the many shall be 
« made just.” He yielded therefore His neck to the law in 
company with us, because the plan of salvation 80 required : 
for 16 became Him to fulfil all righteousness. »For having as- 
sumed the form of a slave, as being now enrolled by reason of 
His human nature among those subject to the yoke, He once 
even paid the half shekel to the collectors of the tribute, al- 
though by nature free, and as the Son not liable to pay the tax. 


t Mai has the received reading 
yev6uevov. I have not noticed the 
many verbal discrepancies between 
him and Aubert, as the Catenists 
naturally had to make many light 
alterations in forming their extracts 
into a connected discourse. 'The 
v. 1. yevwvwpevoy, though received by 
gome of the Fathers, is unsupported 
by MS. authority. 

u 'This passage, as far as © the 
« plan of salvation,” Mai for the 
present omits, but afterwards gives 
it in 80 different a form, and with 
such additions, that I think 1t bet- 
ter to append a separate translation. 
« Again He paid the half shekel to 
* the collectors of the tribute, al- 
*« though not bound to pay, as be- 
« ing in very truth the Son : but 
*« He paid as being made under the 
« law. For He must verily act fully 
* according to the dispensation 


* (oixovopa) which He had under- 
* taken for our 8akes. And we 
*« shall find Him, moreover, even in 
« the payment of the half shekel 
* marked out as a Saviour and Re- 
** deemer (? read Avrpwrhy for Xv- 
* Thv.) For the half shekel was a 
* coin stamped with the royal 
* nnage: and it was paid according 
* to the law for two persxons. Be- 
* hold therefore again Christ repre- 
« 8ented in the half shekel. For 
* being the image of the Father, 
* the impress of His substance, the 
* coin that came from heaven, He 
* offered Himself as the ransom for 
* the two people, the Jews, I mean, 
* and the Gentiles.” This fanciful 
style of interpretation 8eldom ap- 
pears in the Syriac, and 1s equally 
rejected in the present case by Au- 
bert's MS. 
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When therefore thou scest Him keeping the law, be not of- 
tended, nor place the free-born among the slaves, but reflect 
rather upon the profoundness of the plan of salvyation. 

v Upon the arrival, therefore, of the eighth day, on which it 
was customary for the circumcis1on in the flesh to be performed 
according to the enactment of the law, He receives His Name, 
even Jesus, which by imnterpretation signifies, the Salvation of 
the people. For 80 had God the Father willed that His Son 
$hould be named, when born in the flesh of a woman, For 
then especially was He made the salvation of the people, and 
not of one only, but of: many, or rather of eyery nation, and of 
the whole world. He received His name, therefore, on the 
Same occason on which He was circumeised. 

But come, and let us again search and see, what 1s the 
riddle, and to what mysteries the occurrence directs us. The 
blessed Paul has sa1d, ©& Cireumetsion 1s nothing, and uncir- 
© cumcision 18 nothing.” To this it 18 probable that some may 
object, Did the God of all then command by the all-wise Moses 
a thing of no account to be observed, with a punisghment de- 
creed against those that transgressed 1t ! Yes, I say : tor as 
far as regards the nature of the thing, of that, I mean, which 
is done 1n the flesh, 1t 1s absolutely nothing, but it 1s pregnant 
with the graceful type of a mystery, or rather contains the hid- 
den manifestation of the truth. For on the eighth * day Christ 
arose from the dead, and gave us the spiritual circumcison. 
For He commanded the holy Apostles : © Having gone, make 
« ye disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the Name of 
* the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” And 
we affirm that the spiritual circumecision takes place chiefly in 


v This passage exists among the 
Syriac fragments, and 1s important 
in 80 far establishing the accuracy 
of Auhert”s text, as it agrees with 1t 
in omitting an interpolation of the 
Catenist, found in Mai. 

x So Justin Martyr's Dial. with 
Trypho. (p. 201. ed. F. Sylburgi, 
Heidelb. 1793.) © The ordinance of 
cireumcis0n, which commanded in- 
fants to be circumcised on the eighth 
day only, was a type of the true cir- 
cumc1son from error and wicked- 


ness by means of the resurrection 
from the dead of our Lord Jesus 
Ckrist on the first day of the week. 
For the first day of the week, while 
remaining the first of all the days, 
18, nevertheless, in its relation to 
the whole circle of the week, called 
the eighth, and yet continues to he 
the first.” So again, p. 288. © 'The 
ark, in which were eight persons, 
8ymbolzes by that number the 
eighth day, on which Christ arose 
from the dead.” 
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the season of holy baptixm, when also Christ makes us par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost. And of this again, that Jesus of Aub. ax: 
old, who was captain after Moses, was a type. For he first race any 
of all led the children of Israel across the Jordan : and then Aub. om. 
having halted them, immediately cireumeised them with knives ** TR 
of 8tone. So when we have crossed the Jordan, Christ cir- 
cumeises us with the power of the Holy Ghost, not purifying 
the flesh, but rather cutting off the defilement that is in our 
Souls. 

On the eighth day, therefore, Christ 1s circumeised, and 
recelves, as I said, His Name: for then, even then, were we 


saved by Himy and through Him, © in Whom, 1t saith, ye were G91, ii. rt. 


«© cxrcumcised with a cireumcison not made with hands in the From Mai. 


* putting off of the fleshly body, with Christ's circumeison, 
« having been buried together with Him in Vaptism, wherein 
«als ye were raised with Him.” His death, therefore, was 
for our sakes, as were also His regurrection and His circum- 
cison. For He died, that we who have died together with Him 
in His dying unto sin, may no longer hve unto sin : for which 


reas0n 1t 18 841d, © If we have died together with Him, we shall 2Tim.ii.rr 


*« also hve together with Him.” And He 1s said to have died 


unto sin, not because He had smned, © for He did no sin, nel- ; Pet.ii. 22, 


« ther was gwle found in His mouth,” but because of our «in. 
Lake as therefore we died together with Him when He died, 
80 shall we also rise together with Him. 

Again, when the Son was present among us, though by nature 
God and the Lord of all, He does not on that account despise 
our measure, but along with us 1s subject to the same law, al- 
though as God He was Humnself the legislator. Like the Jews, 
He is circumcised when eight days old, to prove His descent 
from their stock, that they may not deny Him. For Christ 
was expected of the seed of David, and offered them the proof 
of His relationship. But if even when He was circumcised they 


841d, © As for This man, we know not whence He 1s;” there Tohn ix. 29. 


Y The next two or three paragraphs Aubert's MS. in reducing two Ser- 
are not found in Aubert, but as they mons into one, made large omis- 
are in Mai's sxame MS. E, which s&ions to avoid the too great length, 
contains most of the foregoing, and I have received them into tae text, 
as it is possIble that the Copyist of 
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Rom. x1. 33. 
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wouid have been a show of reason in their demial, bad He not 
been circumeised in the flesh, and kept the law. 

But after His circumcision, the rite was done away by the 
introduction of that which had been signitied by it, even bap- 
tisxm : for which reason we are no longer circumcised. For 
circumcis10n seems to me to have effected three s8everal ends : 
in the first place, 1t separated the posterity of Abraham by a 
Sort of sign and seal, and distinguisghed them from all other 
nations. In the second, it prefigured in itself the grace and 
efficacy of Divine baptism ; for as in old time he that was 
circumecised, was reckoned among the people of God by that 
Seal, 80 also he that is baptized, having formed in limself 
Christ the seal, is enrolled into God's adopted family. And, 
thirdly, it is the s8ymbol of the faithful when established in 
grace, who cut* away and mortify the tumultuous risings of 
carnal pleasures and passions by the sharp surgery of faith, 
and by ascetic labours ; not cutting the body, but purifying 
the heart, and being circumcised in the spirit, and not in the 
letter : whose praise, as the divine Paul testifies, needs not the 
Sentence of any human tribunal, but depends upon the decree 
from above. ? 

After His circumcison, she next waits for the time of her 
purification : and when the days were fulfilled, and the fortieth 
was the full time, God the Word, Who sitteth by the Father's 
81de, 1s carried up to Jerusalem, and brought into the Father's 
presence in human nature like unto us, and by the shadow of 
the law is numbered among the firstborn. For even before the 
Incarnation the firstborn were holy, and consecrated to God, 
being sacrificed to Him according to the law. ®*O ! how great 
and wonderful 1s the plan of salvation! *© O the depth of the 
« riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God !” He 
Who is in the bosom of the Father, the Son Who «%hares 
His throne, and 1s coeternal with Him : by Whom all things 
are diyinely brought into existence, submutted nevertheless to 
the measure of human nature, and even offered a sacrifice to 


His own Father, although adored by all, and glorified with 


z Mai's next extract 1s from the 
15th book of the De Ador. Spar. 
I. 553, and is omitted. 


a Aubert hegins again here. The 
pas8age 18 also in the Aurea Catena, 
upon Luke u. 24. 


Him. And what did He offer ? 
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As the firstborn and a male a 


pair of turtles, or two young doves, according to what the law 
prescribed. But what does the turtle signify! And what too 
the other, the dove? Come, then, and let us examine this. 


The one, then, 1s the most noisy 
the other 1s a nuld and gentle 


of the birds of the field : but 
creature. And xuch did the 


Saviour of all become towards us, shewing the most perfect 
gentleness, and like a turtle moreover s00thing the world, and 
filling His own vineyard, even us who believe in Him, with the 
sweet sound of His voice. For it is written in the Song of 


Songs, © The voice of the turtle 


has been heard in our land.” Cant. ii. 12. 


For Christ has spoken to us the divine message of the Gospel, 


which 1s for the salvation of the 
Turtles, therefore, and doves 


whole world. 
were offered, when He pre- 


sented Himself unto the Lord, and there might one see s1mul- 
taneously meeting together the truth and the types. And 
Christ offered Humself for a savour of a sweet smell, that He 
might offer us by and in Himself unto God the Father, and 80 
do away with His enmity towards us by reason of Adam's 
transgression, and bring to nought 8m that had tyrannzed 
over us all. For we are they who long ago were crying, 


« Look upon me, and pity me.”Þ 


b A passage follows in Mai, either 
from BE. or H., going over ground 
already traversed, and probably only 
a 8ummary gathered from $S. Cyril. 
It is valuable, nevertheless, as shew- 
ing how little idea the ancients had 


of the immaculate conception of the 
blessed Virgin Mary : for it testifies 
that all women, except the Virgin, 
(ai a\Nat yuvaikes,) conceived in 8in, 
(ev avopiats.) 


Ps. xxv. 16. 


C.u. 25-35. 
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1 Tim. 1. 5. 


Ps. Ixxxv. 


COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON IV. 


c THE prophet Isaiah says, © Beautiful are the feet of 
«them that bring good tidings of good :” and what could 
there be 80 8weet to learn as that God has saved the world by 
the mediation of the Son, in that He was made like unto us ? 
For 1t 18 written, * that there 18 one God, and one Mediator of 
« God and men, the Man Jesus Christ, Who gave IHimself a 
* ransom for us.” For of His own accord He descended to our 
poverty, that He might make us rich by our gaining what 18 
His. Behold Him therefore as one in our estate presented 
unto the Father, and obedient to the shadows of the law, offer- 
ing sacrifice moreover according to what was customary, true 
though 1t be that these things were done by the instrumentalty 
of His mother according to the flesh, Was He then unrecog- 
nised by all at Jerusalem, and known to none dwelling there ! 
How could this be the case? For God the Father had before 
proclaimed by the holy prophets, that in due season the Son 
would be manifested to save them that were lost, and to give 
light to them that were in darkness. By one too of the holy 
prophets He said, © My righteousness approacheth quickly, 
* and My mercy to be revealed, and My salvation shall burn 
*as a torch.” But the mercy and righteousness 1s Christ : for 
through Him have we obtained mercy and righteousness, hav- 
ing washed away our filthy vileness by faith that is in Him. 
And that wiuch a torch going before them 1s to those in night 
and darkness, this has Christ become for those who are mn 
mental gloom and darkness, implanting in them the divine 
light. For this reason also the blessed prophets prayed to be 
made partakers of His great grace, saying, © Shew us Thy 
* mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation.” 


C 'The text 1s now taken from the 
Tr. Coll. MS. B. Q. 7. apparently of 
the 12th century. It is a volume of 
Sermons, and among them has one 
with the following superscription : 
Kupi\Nov apyxeniorm. anebavOpeias, 
Els TOY OLKALOY OVPERY, Kal EK THS 


Epunvelas TOY Kara Novkav EVAyYE- 
Xiov* Ke evho+ 

I owe my transcript to a friend, 
himself engaged in collecting and 
editing the Greek remains of this 


Father. 
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Christd therefore was carried into the temple, being yet a 
little child at the breast : and the blessed Symeon being en- 
dowed with the grace of prophecy, takes Him in his arms, and 
filled with the highest joy, blessed God, and said ; © Lord, 
** now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to 
* Thy Word, for mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation, Which 
© Thon hast prepared before the face of all the nations, the 
*«« Gentiles? hight for revelation, and a glory of Thy people 
© Ixrael.” For the mystery of Christ had been prepared even 
before the very foundation of the world, but was manifested in 
the last ages of time, and became a light for those who in dark- 
ness and error had fallen under the devil's hand. These were 


they © who serve the creation instead of the Creator,” wor- Rom. i. 25. 
apxardkey. 


shipping moreover the dragon, the author of evil, and the im- 
pure throng of devils, to whom they attach the honour due unto 
God : yet were they called by God the Father to the acknow- 
ledgment of the Son Who 1s the true light. Of them in 800th 
He 8aid by the voice of Isaiah, © I will make s1gns unto them, 
* and receive them, because I will ransxom them, and they shall 
* be multiphed, as they were many : and I will sow them 
*« among the nations, and they who are afar off shall remem- 
« ber Me.” For very many were they that were astray, but 
were called through Christ : and again they are many as they 


4 Mai, whose extracts begin again 
at this clause, has admitted at the 
end of the first sentence an interpo- 
lation 80 curious, that I append it : 
*... and offered what is appointed 
* in the law, a pair of turtles and 
* two young Pigeons, the type of 
* temperance and gentleness, as 
*« well as also of each kind of life, 
*« marriage, namely, and celibacy, 
« of both of which He is the Law- 
« giver. For you may say that the 
* active and more s$piritual, who 
* have taken upon themselves the 
*« gingle life, are the pigeons : but 
* that those who occupy themselves 
* with a family and other domestic 
* cares are the turtle doves.* As 
in the unworthy interpretation of 
the kutter, referred to in the note 
at the end of the 2nd Sermon, 1t 18 


imposs1ble to say which MS. con- 
tains this interpolation, as the let- 
ters put by Mai at the commence- 
ment of each extract merely mean 
that those MSS. severally contain 
more or less of what follows. Im- 
mediately afterwards he has another 
pas8age, the false philosophy and 
bad Greek of which confirm its re- 
jection by the two trustworthy 
MSS. It 1s to the effect, that Sy- 
meon was to be set free from the 
leaping-ground of life : for life is a 
ransom and prison, (Avrpa «at 6n- 
opoThpov.) Upon the offering of 
the turtle doves, the reader may 
compare $S. Cyril's explanation in 
the De Acor. Spir. Ed. Aub. I. 531. 
which agrees with the present Com- 
mentary. 


F, 
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were before; for they have been received and ransomed, hav- 
ing obtained as the token of peace from God the Father, the 
adoption into His family and the grace that is by faith m 
Jesus Christ. And the divine disciples were 8own widely 
among the nations : and what is the consequence!? Those 
who in disposition were far from God, have been made near. 

Eph. ii. 13. To whom also the divine Paul sends an epistle, saying, © Now 
« ye who some time were afar off have been made near mn the 
* blood of Christ.” And having been brought near, they make 
Christ their glorying : for again, God the Father has s8aid of 

Zech, x. 12, hem, © And I will strengthen them in the Lord their God, and 
«1m His Name shall they glory, saith the Lord.” This also the 
blessed Psalmist teaches, speaking as it were unto Christ the 

Ps. Ixxxix. Sayiour of all, and saying, © Lord, they shall walk in the light 

y * of Thy countenance, and m Thy Name s$hall they exult all 
* the day, and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted : for 
* Thou art the glorying of their strength.” And we shall find 

Jer. xvi.19. als0 the prophet Jeremiah calling out unto God, © Lord, my 
*« strength and my help, and my refuge in the day of my evils, 
* to Thee $hall the heathen come from the end of the earth, 

| «and say, Our fathers took unto themselves false 1dols, m 

if * which there is no help.” 

Christ therefore became the Gentiles* light for revelation : 
but also for the glory of Israel. For even granting that some 
of them proved insolent, and disobedient, and with minds 
void of understanding, yet is there a remnant saved, and ad- 
mitted unto glory through Christ. And the firstfruts of these 
were the divine disciples, the brightness of whose renown light- 
ens the whole world. 

And in another sense Christ 1s the glory of Israel, for He 

Rom. ix. 5. came of them according to the flesh, though He be © God over 
* all, and blessed for evermore, Amen.” 

And Symeon blesseth also the holy Virgin as the handmaid 
of the divine counsel, and the instrament of the birth that s8ub- 

Wl mitted not itself to the laws of human nature. For being a 

1! if virgin she brought forth, and that not by man, but by the 

* power of the Holy Ghost having come upon her. 

"i Also in the And what does the prophet Symeon say of Christ ! © Be- 

NS 4. © hold This child 1s $et tor the fall and rising again of many in 

 « Tsrael, and for a sign that shall be spoken against.” For the 
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Immanuel is s8et by God the Father for the foundations of Ston, 

« being a stone elect, chief of the corner, and honourable.” Pet. i. 6. 
Those then that trusted in Him were not ashamed : but 

those who were unbelieving and ignorant, and unable to per- 

ceive the mystery regarding Him, fell, and were broken in 

pieces. For God the Father again has somewhere said, © Be- Is. xxviii. 
* hold I lay in Sion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, =_ oe 
*f and He that believeth on It shall not be ashamed ; but on 18. 

«© whomsoever It shall fall, It will winnow him.” But the pro- 

phet bade the Israelites be secure, saying, © Sanctify the Lord Is. vii 13. 
*« Himself, and He $hall be thy fear : and if thou trust upon 

* Him, He s$hall be thy s8anctification, nor shall ye strike 

* against Him as on a stone of stumbling, and a rock of of- 

« fence.” Because however Israel did not sanctify the Emmanuel 

Who 1s Lord and God, nor was willing to trust in Him, having 
stumbled as upon & stone because of unbelief, it was broken in 

pieces and fell. But many rose again, those, namely, who 
embraced faith in Him. For they changed* from a legal to a 

Spiritual 8ervice : from having in them a slavish spirit, they 

were enriched with That Spirit Which maketh free, even the 

Holy Ghost : they were made partakers of the divine nature : 2 Pet. i. 4. 
they were counted worthy of the adoption of sons : and live in 

hope of gaining the city that is above, even the crtizenship, to 

wit, the kingdom of heaven. 

And by the sign that is spoken against, he means the precious Als in the 
Cross, for as the most wise Paul writes, © to the Jews it is a stum- Mas Ws 
* blingblock, and foolishness to the heathen.” And again, © To x Cor. i. 23. 
* them that are perishing 1t is foolishness : but to us who are r Cor. i. 18. 
« being saved, it 1s the power of God unto salvation.” The sign 
therefore 1s spoken against, 1f to those that perish it 8eem to 
be folly ; while to those who acknowledge its power it is salva- 
tion and life. 

And Symeon further! said to the holy Virgin, © Yea, a 
*8word shall go through thy own soul also,” meaning by the 
Sword the pain which she suffered for Christ, in seeing Him 


e Aubert's reading here, pereþv- its compounds, occur in S. Cyril 
rev0noav, for pereoiryoav, is wor- constantly in the 8ense of Baivw., 
thy of notice. It is possibly, never- f 'The 'Tr. MS. has mpos rovs Toi- 
theless, only the correction of 80me ovrovs, but the Syriac _.vo A, 
Scribe, not aware that porraw, and which I have adopted. 
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Whom s$he brought forth crucified; and not knowing at all 
that He would be more mighty than death, and rise again 
from the grave. Nor mayest thou wonder that the Virgin 
knew this not, when we s$hall find even the holy Apostles 
themselves with little faith thereupon : for verily the blessed 
Thomas, had he not thrust his hands into His side after the 
resurrection, and felt also the prints of the nails, would have 
disbelieved the other disciples telling him, that Christ was 
risen, and had shewed Himself unto them. 

The very wise Evangelist therefore for our benefit teaches us 
all things whatsoever the Son, when He was made flesh, and 
consented to bear our poverty, endured for our sakes and in 
our behalf, that 80 we may glorify Him as our Redeemer, as 
our Lord, as our Saviour, and our God : 8by Whom and with 
Whom to God the Father and the Holy Ghost be the glory 


and the power for ever and ever, Amen, Þ 


E 'The doxology 1s taken from 
Aubert, and is identically the same 
with that which concludes every 
homily 1m the Syriac. 

bh Mai does not contain the above 
explanation of the 8word that was 
to pierce the holy Virgin, but m its 
place has the following adaptation 
of it: © But to speak more briefly, 
* we affirm that the eword here s1g- 
* nifies the temptation hke a knife, 
* or even the passon itself hrought 
* upon the Immanuel by the mad- 
* ness of the Jews. And 80 the just 
*« Symeon seems to understand, and 
* even to 8ay. For the holy Virgin 
* was all but killed by a s8word in 
* 8eeing Him That was born of her 
* in the flesh crucified. Such also 
* was that 8aid by Zechariah (xi. 
* 2.): Awake, Q 8word, against My 
** Shepherd, that is, forthwith let 


* the 8aving pass10n be enacted, 
* and let the time of the shewing 
* forth of good things come.” To 
this Mai appends the following 
note : © In codice B. f. 31. post 
* odpka additur, kat aphyvoovoa 
* & ye Kat Gavarov kparhoe Wavarw- 
* Geis : quam particulam de B. Vir- 
* ginis dubitatione circa futuram 
* fill 8m resurrectionem cum nec 
* ceteri codices in Cyrillo haheant, 
* nec pietas Christiana admittat, 
* haud immerito pretermisimus : 
« quamquam eadem legitur 8ub fi- 
© nem predictzee homiliee in hypa- 
* pantem,” &c. 'The danger of 8uch 
a method of treating MS. authority 
is shewn by the additional authority 
of the Tr. Cod., which completely 
agrees with Aubert, 8ome slight 
verbal differences excepted. 


THE GOSPEL OF $ST. LUKE. 


SERMON V. 


And the Child grew, and waxed strong mm Spirit, being filled 0. ii. 40-52. 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him. And From Mai 


again; But Jesus increased in stature and wisdom and 
grace with God and men. 


TO «ay that the cluld grew, and waxed strong mn sprrit, 
being filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him, 
must be taken as referring to His human nature. And examine, 
I pray you, closely the profoundness of the dispensation : the 
Word endures to be born im human fashion, although i His 
divine nature He has no beginning nor is subject to time : He 
Who as God 1s all perfect, submits to bodily growth : the In- 
corporeal has Innbs that advance to the ripeness of manhood : 
He is filled with wisdom Who is Huimself all wisdom. And what 
ay we to this! Behold by these things Him Who was in the form 
of the Father made hke unto us: the Rich in poverty : the High 
in hunuliation : Him sa1d to © receive,” Whose is the fulness as 
God. So thoroughly did God the Word empty Himself ! For 
what things are written of Him as a man shew the manner of 
the emptying. For it were a thing unposs|ble for the Word 
begotten of God the Father to admit ought like this into 
His own nature : but when He became flesh, even a man like 
unto us, then He 1s born according to the flesh of a woman, 
and 1s 8aid also to have been subject to the things that belong 
to man's state: and though the Word as being God could have 
made His flesh spring forth at once from the womb unto the 
measure of the pertect man, yet this would have been of the 
nature of a portent : and therefore He gave the habits and 
laws of human nature power even oyer His own flesh. 


and Cramer. 


Be not therefore offended, considering perchance within thy- From the 


elf, How can God increase! or how can He Who gives grace 
to angels and to men receive fresh wisdom ? Rather reflect 
upon the great skill wherewith we are initiated into His mys- 
tery. For the wise Evyangelist did not introduce the Word in 
His abstract and incorporeal nature, and s0 say of Him that 


MS.12,151. 


From Mai. 
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He inereased in stature and wisdom and grace, but after hav- 
ing shewn that He was born in the flesh of a woman, and took 
our hkeness, he then, assigns to Him these human attributes, 
and calls Him a child, and says that He waxed in stature, as 
His body grey little by little, in obedience to corporeal laws. 
And 80 He 1s said also to have increased in wisdom, not as re- 
ceiving fresh supphes of wisdom,—for God is perceived by the 
understanding to be entirely perfect in all things, and altoge- 
ther incapable of being destitute of any attribute suitable to 
the Godhead :—but because God the Word gradually mani- 
tested His wisdom proportionably to the age which the body 
had atiained. 

The body then advances in stature, and the soul! in wisdom : 
for the divine nature 1s capable of increase in neither one nor 
the other ; secing that the Word of God 1s all perfect. And 
with good reason he connected the increase of wisdom with 
the growth of the bodily stature, becanse the divine nature 
revealed its own wisxdom 1n proportion to the measure of the 


bodily growth. 


And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jeru- 
8alem according to the custom of the feast. 


After the Evangelst had said, that Jesus advanced in wis- 
dom and grace with God and men, he next shews that what 
he says 1s true : for he carries Him to Jerusalem in company 
with the holy Virgin, upon the summons of the feast : and 
then he says that He remained behind, and was afterwards 
found in the temple sitting in the nudst of the doctors both 
asking and answering questions regarding those things, as we 
may feel sure, which were spoken of old by the law : and that 
He was wondered at by all for His questions and answers. 


Thon seest Him advancing in wisdom and grace, by reason of 


His becoming known unto many as being what He was. 


i 'That is, ©* the human soul :;** for © able sonl and human flesh snb- 
our Lord, being perfect man, had * sisting.” And this human soul 
a human soul as well as a fleshly was capable of increasing in wis- 
body, as we are taught in the Atha- dom. 'This extract apparently is 
nas}an Creed, in opposition to the collected from what precedes. 
Apollinarian heresy © Of a reason- 
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Thy Jather and I have 8ought Thee 8orrowing. 


His mother certainly knew that He was not the child of 
Joseph, but she 80 speaks to avoid the 8uspicions® of the Jews. 
And upon her saying, that © Thy father and I have sought 
« Thee sorrowing,” the Saviour answers ; 


Did ye not know that I must be at My Father's 7 


Here then first He makes more open mention of Him Who 
is truly His Father, and lays bare His own divinity : for when 
the holy Virgin said, Child, why hast Thou 80 done upto us ! 
then at once shewing Himself to transcend the measure of hu- 
man things, and teaching her that she had been made the 
handmaid of the dispensation in giving birth to the flesh, but 
that He by nature and in truth was God, and the Son of the 
Father That 1s in heaven, He says, Did ye not know that I 
must be at My Father's! Here let the Valentinians, when 
they hear that the temple was God's, and that Christ was now 
at His own, Who long before also was 80 described in the law, 
and represented as in shadows and types, feel shame in affirm- 
ing, that neither the Maker of the world, nor the God of the 
law, nor the God of the temple, was the Father of Christ.m 


k Cramer (ii. 26.) adds, vouov- 
TOV EK Topvelas avroy yeyevnoOa, 

1 'The style of the short extract 
that follows is entirely unlike Cy- 
ril's. Mai eays, that the Catenz 
ascribe it to Origen as well as 
Cyril. | 

m Mai's next extract upon v. 52. 
may 8erve as an instance of the 
manner in which the Catenists 
joined with the utmost neatness 
pas8ages from various works. It 
commences with $S. Cyril's Com- 
mentary on John 1. 14, Op. iv. 96: 
after which there follow a few lines, 
which may possibly be from the 
Commentary on Luke: and finally, 
we have the 28th assertion of the 
Thesaurus, Op. v. pt. 1. 253. The 
doctrine of these extracts 1s nearly 
identical, all affirming that our 
Lord's increase in wisdom and sta- 
ture and grace cannot be said of 


Him considered as the Word, but 
either must he understood of the 
increase of admiration on the part 
of all who beheld Him, and daily 
witnessed a fuller manifestation of 
His glory : or, as the two latter ex- 
tracts teach, it refers to the human 
nature. As I have not been able 
to find the &econd extract in 
S. Cyril's collected works, I give 


'1t entire: © And observe, that that 


* which increases in any thing is 
* difterent from that in which it is 
* 8a1d to increase. If therefore He 
«is 8a1d to increase in wisdom, it 
*« was not the wisdom that in- 
* creased, but the human nature 
* that increased in it. For as the 
* Godhead day by day unveiled and 
© manifested Itself in Him, He ever 
* became an object of greater admi- 
** ration to those that 8aw Him.” 


V4. 


V. 49. 
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From Mai. 
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CHAPTER IL 
SERMON VI. 
As it is written in the book of the words of Is8aiah 
the prophet. 


THE blessed Isaiah was not 1gnorant of the scope of John's 
preachings, but of old, even long before the time, bearing witness 
of 1t, he called Christ Lord and God : but John he styled His 
minister and servant, and said that he was a lamp advancing 
before the true hight, the morning star heralding the sun, 
foreshewing the coming of the day that was about to shed its 
rays upon us: and that he was a voice, not a word, forerunning 
Jesus, as the voice does the word." 


Prepare ye the ways of the Lord, make His paths straight. 


John, being chosen for the Apostleship, was also the Iast of 


the holy prophets : for which reason, as the Lord was not yet 


come, he xays, Prepare ye the way of the Lord. And what 1s 
the meaning of © Prepare ye the way of the Lord ?” It is put 
for, Make ready for the reception of whatever Christ may wish 
to enact : withdraw your hearts from the shadow of the law : 
cease from the types : think no more perversely. © Make the 
* paths of our God straight.” For every path that leadeth 
unto good is straight and smooth and easy : but the other is 
crooked that leadeth down to wickedness them that walk 
therein. For of 8uch it 1s written, © Whose paths are crooked, 
*« and the tracks of their wheels awry.” Straightforwardness 
therefore of the mind 1s as 1t were a straight path, having no 
crookedness. Such was the divine Psalmist's character, who 


thus sngs, © A crooked heart hath not cleaved unto me.” And. 


Jesus,® the son of Nun, in exhorting the people, said, © Make 


n 'This fragment is referred by 
two of Mai's MSS. to Chrysostom 
as well as Cyril, and by Corderius 
to Cyril and Bas1l. 


cf. Com. 1n Os. I. 1.,) ought to be 
everywhere rejected; but the NAYH 
of the LXX. 1s an error of the co- 
pyists for NAYN. 'The Masxorites 


0 'The name Joshua, as a cor- 
ruption of the Jews, (certainly after 
the time of Josephus, but prior to 
Jerome, who once mentions 1t ; 


have twice punctuated the name 
correctly in the case of Jeshua, the 
son of Jozadak. (Ez. 1. 2., w. 2.) 
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* sraight your hearts unto the God of Israel :? while John 
cries, © Make straight your ways.” And this means, that the 
s0ul must be straight, displaying its natural intuition as it was 
created : and it was created beautiful and very straight. But 
when it turns aside, and its natural state is perverted, this 1s 
called vice, and the perversion of the soul. The matter there- 
fore 18 not very difficult: for if we continue as we are made, we 
shall be virtuous.P 

But when some one, as 1t were, exclaims against us, saying, 
How $hall we prepare the way of the Lord ? or how make His 
paths straight ? for there are many impediments in the way of 
those that will live well, —Satan, who hates all that is beauti- 
| ful, the unholy throng of wicked spirits, the law of sm itself 
| that 1s in our fleshly members, and which arms itself against 
I; the inclinations of the mind to what is good, and many other 
' pass10ns besides, that have mastery over the mind of man :— 
{ what then shall we do, with 80 great difficulty pressing upon 
1 us! The word of prophecy meets these objections, saying, 
<«« Every valley shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill Is. xl. 4. 
*«$hall be brought low: and the crooked way $hall become 
« 8ﬆtraight, and the rough ways shall become smooth : and all 
« flesh shall sce the salvation of God.” 4 


And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. V. 6. 


And all flesh did see the salvation of God, even of the Father : 
for He sent the Son to be our Saviour. And in these words 
by © flesh,” man generally 1s to be understood, that 1s, the 
whole human race. For thus all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God : no longer Israel only, but all flesh. For the gentle- 
ness of the Saviour and Lord of all is not hmited, nor did He 
Save one nation merely, but rather embraced within His net 
the whole world, and has illuminated all who were in dark- 
ness. And this is what was celebrated by the Psalmist's lyre, 
« All the nations whom Thou hast made shall come and wor- Ps. lzxxvi. 
* ship before Thee, O Lord.” Whule at the same time the rem- 9: 
nant of the Israclites 18 saved, as the great Moses also long 


ago declared, saying, © Rejoice ye nations with His people.” Deut.xxxii- 
43- 


P The style of this comment, 80 this extract. 
unhlke Cyril's, and the extraordinary 4 'The next extract is from the 
conchusion, both suggest caution in Commentary on Isaiah, Op. 11. 506, 
attributing to him the latter part of and is therefore omitted. 
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SERMON VIL 


C. iii. 7-9. The Baptist therefore 8aid to the multitudes that came to be 


baptized of him, Generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath ? 


WE affirm therefore that the blessed Baptist, as being full 
of the Holy Ghost, was not ignorant of the daring acts that 
Jewish wickedness would venture against Christ. For he tore- 
knew that they would both disbelieve in Him, and wagging 
their enyvenomed tongue, would pour forth railings and accusa- 
tions against Him : accusing Him at one time of being born of 


Luke=i.15. formation ; at another, as one who wrought His miracles by 
Join vu. the help of Beelzebub, prince of the devils: and again, as one 


that had a devil, and was no whit better than a Samaritan. 
Having this therefore in view, he calls even those of them who 


From Mai. repent wicked, and reproves them because, though they had the 


law speaking unto them the mystery of Christ, and the pre- 
dictions of the prophets relating thereunto, they nevertheless 
had become dull of hearing, and unready for faith in Christ 
the Saviour of all. © For who hath warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath !” Was 1t not the inspired Scripture, which 
tells the happiness of those who beheve in Christ, but fore- 
warns those who beheve not, and are ignorant, that they will 
be condemned to severe and inevitable punishment ! 


Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 


Moreover, the fruit of repentance 1s, in the highest degree, 
faith in Christ : and next to it, the evangelic mode of hfe, and 
in general terms the works of righteousness in contradis- 
tinction to 8m, which the penitent must bring forth as fruits 
worthy of repentance. And he has added; © Begin not to say 
« within yourselves, We have Abraham for our father : for I 
* tell you that God 1s able of these stones to raise up children 
* unto Abraham.” You see how most skilfully he humbles 
their foohsh pride, and shews that their being boru of Abra- 
ham according to the flesh is useless for their profit. For of 
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what benefit 1s nobility of birth, 1f men practise not the hke 
earnest deeds, nor imitate the virtue of their ancestors! For 

the Saviour says unto them, © if ye were Abraham's children, 3,hn vii. 
« ye would have done the works of Abraham.” The relation- 39: 

ship which God requires 1s one in character and manners : 86 

that it is a vain thing to boast of holy and good parents, while 

we fall far short of their virtue. 

But, says the Jew, if this be 80, in what way 1s the seed of 
Abraham «till to be multiphed, and the promise made to him 
of God hold true, of which the terms are, that © He will mul- 

* tiply his seed as the stars of heaven?” By the calling of 

the Gentiles, O Jew : for it was 8aid to Abraham himself, that 

* in Isaac $hall a sced for thee be called :” and that © I have Gen.xxi.r2. 
©« 8et thee as a father of many nations.” But the phrase © 1n 14. xvii.4. 
< Isaac” means, According to promise. He 1s set therefore as 

a father of many nations by faith, that is to say, in Christ. 

And of these it was that God spake also by the voice of Eze- 

kiel: © And I will take away out of their flesh the heart of Ezek.xi.19. 
« stone, and will give them a heart of flesh, that they may 

* know Me, that I am the Lord.” 

And the blessed Baptist apparently calls them stones, be- From the 
cause they as yet knew not Him Who 1s by nature God, but _=_ = 184. 
were 1n error, and m their great folly worshipped the creation 
instead of the Creator : but they were called, and became the 
80ns of Abraham, and acknowledged, by beheving in Christ, 

Him Who 1s by nature God. 
But that he may benefit in a till higher degree those that 
hear him, the blessed Baptist brings forward something more : 
« But already even the axe 1s laid at the root of the trees.” 
But by the axe in this passage he signifies the sharp wrath 
which God the Father brought upon the Jews for their wick- 
edness towards Christ, and audacious violence : for the wrath From Mai 
was brought upon them hke an axe. And this the prophet 
Zecharias has explained to us, saying, © The wailing of Jeru- Zech.xii.rr. 
* 8alem $hall be as the wailing of a grove of pomegranate trees 
« cut down 1n the plain.” And Jeremiah also addressing her, Jer. xi. 16. 
8a1d, © The Lord called thy name a beautiful olive tree, very 
« leafy to behold: at the sound of its felling, a fire was kindled 
« upon 1t: great was the lamentation over 1t : its branches 
P 2 


- F as Su _ v 
- = , 4 
; { : _ 
Sen ret + "a + 
0 X Hp 4 PETIT = Ari 5 a hong © - ny ure "4 th —_—. % 
| EY Genes a 2 _ _ ” wie ne fro memes AO: * us - a L Wo) 
eat Ag refill expe ++ mat ON I ee OE ee er ah, a y __ = "He —_— 8 
pee gre a Lore fc ot * or 
- " 6 _ £ a * Iwo thchy Si I VP T8, ue, 


> Soca a: 
_ ” 


p P PIPE Ms qe watt ”m_ an; wear wor th "4 ; o 
Felt ec ered 4 Ste <a . OA EN Re 6 aacatie ny wit - ens. 4 5% EIS > _ _ PSI " - 
b- 9 ny cry: Re Le on rhe 5 qutitioages HLAri=Grarnncty =: pat ons +" Os ow anda yer nes wing; ene wy SEL Fs pier? 


; os 
+ 
YL Y 
pF 4 | n 
7 ou Ee a ee en a ASI 
4 « u aus en 
GO Ee Ee Hr ry ere rt nun pry ror res: oy 


C. in. 10- 
I4. 


30 COMMENTARY UPON 


* have been made unserviceable : and the Lord of hosts That 
« planted thee hath uttered evils against thee.” And to this 
thou mayest add also the parable in the Gospels about the tig- 
tree. As being therefore a plant unfruitful, and no longer of 
generous kind, it was cut down by God. He does not, how- 
ever, Say that the axe was laid into the root, but at the root, 
that is, near the root. For the branches were cut off, but the 
plant was not dug up by its root : for the remnant of Israel 
was saved, and did not perish utterly. 


SERMONS VIII AND IX: 


And the multitudes asked him. 


THE blessed Luke has introduced three classes of men 
making inquiry of John, —the multitudes, the publicans, and, 
thirdly, the soldiers : and as a skilful physician apphes to each 
malady a swtable and fitting remedy, $0 also the Baptist gave 
to each mode of life useful and becoming counsel, bidding the 
multitudes in their course towards repentance practise mutual 
kindness : for the publicans, he stops the way to unrestrained 
exactions : and yery wisely tells the soldiers to oppress no one, 
but be content with their wages. 


r 8, Cynl, whose habit it is to contained no doctrinal statements, 
dwell at great length upon practical nothing has been preserved in the 
8ubjects, as will be 8een afterwards Syriac, and by the Catenists only 
in the Sermons from the Syriac, one extract: and even this in Cra- 
has exhausted two homilies upon mer is referred to Origen. 

John Baptist's lessons ; but as they 
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SERMON X. 


From the 


SERMON THE TENTH, FROM S. CyRis COMMENTARY UPON LUKE, Syriac 


UPON JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


But when the people were in expectation, and all men rea- 
8oned wn their hearts concerning John, whether he were not 
the Ohrist, John answered, and s8aid to them all, I indeed 
baptize you in water, but there cometh He Who is mightier 
than 1: Whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose : 
He shall baptize you in the Holy Ghost and un fire, Whose 
fan is in His hand, and He shall purge Hts floor, and 
gather His wheat into stores, but the chaff He will burn 
m unquenchable fire.s 


IT is written, that © a just father will bring up (his children) 
* excellently.” For those who are clad in the glory of the 


righteousness that is -by Christ, and are acquainted with His 
sacred commands, will train up excellently and piously those 
who are their sons in the faith, giving them not the material 


bread of earth, but that which is from above, even from hea- 
ven, Of which bread the admirable Psalmist alsvo makes men- 
tion, where he $ays, © Bread establisheth man's heart, and 
*« wine rejoiceth man's heart.” Let us therefore now als 
establish our hearts : let our faith in Christ be assured, as we 
correctly understand the meaning of those evangelic writings 
now read unto us. © For when the people, 1t says, were 1n 
« expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts of John, whe- 
* ther he were not the Christ, he answered them 1n the words 
* which we have just heard read.” 


s Although the preposition ev 18 
occas1onally used for the instrument 
or means, yet this is only admiss1þle 
where the 8ense can still be traced 
hack to its proper signification of 
local presence. And 80 here: * to 
** baptize,” is literally in Syriac © to 
** make to stand,” by a metaphor 
evidently drawn from what was ac- 
tually the practice of John and the 
early Church: and © to be baptized” 


is the simple verb © to stand.” Thus 
v. 21. 18 literally ; ** And it came to 
*« pass, when all the people stood, 
* that Jesus also stood.” And 80 
the passage above 1s exactly; © I 
* indeed make you to stand in 
« water;” © He shall make you to 
«*8ﬆand in the Holy Ghost,” &e. 
And I have therefore in the transla- 
tion retained © in,” as most closely 
representing the Syriac. 


MS. 12,105. 


C. um. 
I5-17. 


Ps. civ. 15. 
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They had beheld with admiration the incomparable beauty 
of John's mode of life : the splendour of his conduct : the un- 
paralleled and surpassing excellence of his piety. For s0 great 
and admirable was he, that even the Jewish populace began to 
conjecture whether he were not himself the Christ, Whom the 
law had described to them in shadows, and the holy prophets 
had before proclaimed. Inasmuch therefore as some ventured 
on this conjecture, he at once cuts away their 8urmise, de- 
clining as a servant the honours due to the Master, and trans- 
ferring the glory to Him Who transcends all, even to Christ. 
For he knew that He is faithful unto those that serve Him. 
And what he acknowledges 1s in very deed the trath : for be- 
tween God and man the distance is nnmeasurable. © Ye your- 
* elves, therefore, he says, bear me witness that I said 1 
«am not the Christ, but that I am sent before Him.” But 
where shall we find the holy Baptist thus speaking! In 
the Gospel of John, who has thus spoken concerning him ; 
« And this is the testimony of John when the scribes and Pha- 
« risees at Jerusalem s8ent to ask him whether he were the 
« Christ. And he confessed, and denied not, and sa1id, that I 
«am not the Christ, but am he that is sent before Him.” 
Great therefore and admirable m very deed 1s the forerunner, 
who was the dawning before the Saviour's meridian splendour, 
the precursor of the spiritual daylight, beautiful as the morn- 
ing star, and called of God the Father a torch. 

Having therefore thus declared himself not to be the Christ, 
he now brings forward proots, which we must necessarily con- 
s$1der, and by which we may learn how immeasurable the dis- 
tance evidently is between God and man, between the slave 
and the Master, between the minister and Him Who is min- 
istered unto, between him who goes before as a servant, and 
Him Who $hines forth with divine dignity. What, therefore, 1s 
the proof? © I indeed baptize in water: after me shall come He 
* Whois mightier than I, Whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy 
* to stoop down and unloose.” As I said, therefore, the dit- 
terence 1s incomparable, the superiority immeasurable, if, as is 
the case, the blessed Baptist, being 80 great in, virtue, declares 
that he is not worthy eyen, as it were, to touch His shoes. 
And his declaration is true : for if the rational powers above, 
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prineipalities, and thrones, and lordships, and the holy Sera- 
phim themselves, who stand around His godlike throne, hold- 
ing the rank of ministers, unceasingly crown Him with praises 
as the Lord of all, what dweller upon earth 1s worthy even to 
he nigh unto God ? For though He be loving unto man, and 
gentle, and mild, yet must we, as being of slight account, and 
children of earth, confess the weakness of our nature. 

And after this, he again brings forward a second proof, say- 
ing, *©I indeed baptize you in water : but He shall baptize you 
* in the Holy Ghost and in fire.” And this too 1s of great 
importance for the proof and demonstration that Jesus 1s God 
and Lord, For it is the sole and pecuhar property of the 
Substance That transcends all, to be able to bestow on men 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and make those that draw 
near unto It partakers of the divine nature. But this exists in 
Christ, not as a thing received, nor by communication from 
another, but as His own, and as belonging to His substance : 
for © He baptizes in the Holy Ghost.” The Word therefore 
That became man 1s, as 1t appears, God, and the fruit of the 
Father's 8ubstance. But to this, it may be, those will object 
who divide the one Christ into two sons,-—those I mean who, 


as Scripture 8ays, are © animal, and dividers, and having not Jude 19. 


* the Spirit,” —that He Who baptizes in the Holy Ghost is 
the Word of God, and not He Who 1s of the seed of David. 
What answer shall we make, then, to this? Yes! we too 
affirm, without fear of contradiction, that the Word being God 
as of His own fulness bestows the Holy Ghost on such as are 
worthy : but this He still wrought, even when He was made 
man, as being the One Son with the flesh united to Him in an 
ineffable and incomprehensible manner. For 80 the blessed 
Baptist, after first saying, © I am not worthy to stoop down 
* and loose the thong t of His shoes,” unmediately added, 


t 'The Catenist in Mai has in- gint, whence Cyril's word 1s taken, 
&erted in a parenthesis a curious Gen. xiv. 22, the right reading 1s 
ohservation, namely, that by the oqvpwrnp, © a thong for the ankles,” 
oqapwrnp 18 meant © the tip of the whereas opapwryp, from opaipa, 
** 8hoe, ending in a point, 8nch as *©a hall,” is the word for the pome- 


* the barbarians wear.” The word, granates, used in the adorning 


however, used by the Evangelist is of the golden candlestick, (Ex. 
tuas, 8imply a © thong :*”* and there xxv. 31.) 
can be no doubt that in the Septua- 
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« He $hall baptize you in the Holy Ghost and in fire;” plainly 
while having feet for shoes. For no one whose mind was awake 
would say, that the Word, while till incorporeal, and not as 
yet made like unto us, had feet and shoes, but only when He 
had become a man. Inasmuch, however, as He did not then 
cease to be God, He wrought even $0 works worthy of the 
Godhead, by giving the Spirit unto them that believe in Him. 
For He, in one and the same person, was at the same time 
both God and also man. 

But yes, he objects, the Word wrought the works of Deity 
by means of Him Who 1s of the seed of David. If 80 then thou 
arguest, we will repeat to thee in answer the words of John ; 
for he somewhere said unto the Jews, © There cometh after 
* me a man Who was before me, because He 1s before me: and 
« I knew Him not, but He That 8ent me to baptize m water, 
« He aid unto me, Upon Whom thou seest the Spirit descend- 
«ing from heaven, and abiding upon Him, This is He That 
« baptizeth im the Holy Ghost : and I sxaw; and bare witness, 
« that This is the Son of God.” Behold, therefore, while 
plainly calling Him a man, he says that He 1s prior to him, 
and was before him, in that He is first, evidently in His divine 
nature ; according to what was plainly said by Himself to the 
Jewish populace, © Verily I say unto you, before Abraham 
* was, | am.” 

Next, he says as well, that the Spirit als came down from 
heaven upon Him. Do they pretend that the Holy Ghost came 
down upon the Word of God while still abstract and incor- 
poreal ? and represent Him Who bestows the Spirit as made 
partaker of His own Spirit ! Or rather 1s this their meaning, 
that having received the Spirit in His human nature, He in 
His divine nature baptizes in the Holy Ghost ! For He 1s 
Himself singly, and alone, and verily the Son of God the Fa- 
ther, as the blessed Baptist, being taught of God, himself bare 
witness, saying, ©* And I saw, and bare witness that This is the 


« Son of God !” » 
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V In the above defence of catholic 
doctrine against the heresies of Nes- 
torius, S. Cyril must be taken as 
161088 meaning, that the natural result of 

''Þ Nestorius* teaching is to divide the 


one Christ into two 80ns, and not 
that he expressly 80 taught. For in 
his seventeenth quaternion he says, 
* God the Word, even before the 


* incarnation, was Son, and Gor, 
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Wouldst thon have also a third proof, in addition to what Also in 
have already been given ? © His fan,” he says, *1s in His hand, 
*« and He hall purge His floor, and gather His wheat into His 
* 8tores, but the chaff He shall burn with fire unquenchable.” 
For he compares those upon earth to ears of corn, or rather to 
the threshingfloor and the wheat upon it: for each one of us has 
grown hike an ear of corn. And our Lord once, when speaking 
to the holy Apostles, made a similar comparison of our state : 


« The harvest indeed 1s great : but the labourers are few : 
« pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send forth labour- 


© ers into His harvest.” 


We therefore, who are upon the 


earth, are called ears of corn and wheat, and the harvest. 
And this harvest belongs to God over all : for He is Lord of 


all. 


But behold ! says the blessed Baptist, the threshing floor 


belongs to Christ as its owner ; for as such He purges 1t, re- 


moving and separating the chatf from the wheat. 


For the 


wheat 1s the just, whose faith 1s established and assured : but 


« and coexistent with the Father : 
« but in these last times as8umed 
© the form of the slave. But while, 
© hefore He was Son, and 80 called ; 
« after the assumption of the flesh, 
* He cannot be called Son sepa- 
« rately, lest we 8hould infer two 
« Sons.” 'The doctrine of Nesto- 
rius, as briefly sketched by the 
Council of Ephesus, was, that © He 
* Who for our sakes became man, 
© must not be called God,” ov Get 
Acyeodai Oeov Tov Ot huas avOporov 
yeyevnpevov, Hence his objection 
to the title G&or6xos, apphed to the 
Virgin, and 80 valued by the fathers 
as expressing the inseparable union 
of the Divine and human natures in 
the one person of Christ. Hence 
his protest against worshipping 
Christ abeolutely, 8:a Tov þopoorra 
Tov hopovpevoy oew* Oat TLV KE- 
KPVPpLEVOY MPOOTKUV® TOY PUVPpevor, 
aywpioros TOY tawopevov Otos, 
(Quat. xvi.): and 8uch expressions 
AS, 0pooyouuey Tov Ev avOpwro 
Beoy* oeBwper Tov Th Veig ovvarein 


T® TAVTOKpATOpL Bep ovumpookuvove 
uevov avOporov. (Quat. xv. Conf. 
Harduin. Coneil. I. 1414, 1442.) 
In drawing these 8nbtle coneclu- 
810ns, Nestorius (Ep. ad Cyrillum 
Hard. Cone. I, 1281.) alsv made 
that distinction between the Son of 
David and God the Word, s0 often 
attacked by Cyril in this Commen- 
tary : © God the Word, he says, 
* was not the Son of David ;” and 
as Cyril would fairly judge of his 
doctrine by this letter addressed to 
himself, no wonder he attributes to 
him, both here and elsewhere, a 
conclus}on which follows apparent- 
ly 80 directly from these words. In 
his seventeenth quaternion occurs 
probably Nestorins* most exact 
statement, and from it equally 
S, Cyril would draw this conclu- 
$10N : emeiOTeEp 6 vios TOY Oeon Ot- 
mNous eoTL Kara TAs Quoes, ook 
eyevvnoe pev 1 mapOevos TOv viov To) 
Ocov, a\\ eyevrnoe Thy avOpor- 
ThTA, Tis E0TiWw vios 01a TOY Fuvvnu- 
pevov viov. 
G 
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the chaff signifies those whose mind is weak, and their heart 
easy to be ensnared, and unsafe and timorous, and blown about 
by every wind. The wheat, then, he says, is stored up in the 
granary : is deemed worthy, that is, of safety at God's hand, 
and mercy, and protection and loye : but the chaff, as useless 
matter, 18 consumed in the fire. 

In every way, therefore, we may perceive that the Word of 
God, even when He was man, nevertheless continued to be one 
Son.® For He performs those works that belong to Deity, 
possessing the majesty aud glory of the Godhead 1inseparable 
from Him. If so we believe, He will crown us with His grace : 
by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be glory and 


dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen.* 


u In these words S. Cynl most 
accurately gums up the Cathole 
doctrine of the inseparable union of 
the two natures in Christ ; which 
union Nestorius denied, anathema- 
tizing all who said that the Emma- 
nuel was very God, and teaching 
instead that the Emmanuel was 
God indwelling in our nature. $1 
quis Eum Qui est Emmanuel, 
Deum verum esse dixerit, et non 
potius nobisgeum Deum ; hoc est, 
inhabitasse eam que gecundum 
nosmet est naturam, per 1d quod 
unitus est nostre, quam de Maria 
Virgine suscepit ; anathema sit. 
(An. I. Hard. Con. I. 1298.) To 
which it might well be replied, that 
the Emmanuel is «© God with us,” 


God and man, not God in man, 
A similar doctrine is contained in 


his fifteenth quaternion, as quoted 
above. 


x 'The most important passages 
in the above homily have been pre- 
served by the Catenists, but with 
the connection and course of the 
argument more than once broken, 
They ascribe, however, to S. Cyril, 
two short passages at the end (cf. 
Mai, p. 146.) not belonging to the 
Commentary; and there are 8ome 
s8Ilight verbal differences in the in- 
tervening extract, On the other 
hand, two passages, preserved by 
Thomas Aquinas, are both con- 
tained in the Syriac, 
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SERMON XI. From the 


Syriac 
MS. 12,165, 


Tar ELEVENTH SERMON OF THE COMMENTARY UPON THE GOSPEL 
OF LUKE BY THE HOLY CYRIL, ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA, 
UPON THE MANIFESTATION OF OUR LORD. 


And it came to pass, that when all the people were baptized, OC. iii. 21- 
Jesus also was baptized : and as He was praying, the hea- 6 
vens were opened, and the Holy Ghost descended upon Hum 
in bodily form like a dove. And there was a voice from 
heaven, 8aying, Thou art my beloved Son : in Thee 1 am 
well pleased. And Jesus Himself was beginning to be about 
thirty years old. 


AGAIN come, that fixing our mind intently upon the Evan- 
gelic Scriptures, we may behold the beauty of the truth. Come 
let us direct the penetrating and accurate eyes of the mind unto 
the mystery of Christ ; let us view with wonder the admirable 
Skill of the divine economy : for 80 shall we see His glory. 
And thus to act is for our hfe: as He Himself assures us, when 
speaking unto God the Father in heaven, © These things are Johnxvii.3. 
« life eternal : to know Thee Who alone art true ; and Jesus 
« Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.” How therefore was He sent! 
and what was the manner of His coming unto us! For being 
by nature God That filleth all, how, as the blessed John the 
Evangelist said, © was He in the world,” Himself being Lord ! John i. 10. 
And how was He sent by the Father, when as God He 1s the 
Creator and Sustainer of all things ! for all things were esta- 
blisghed by Him. 
The wise John the Evangelist then teaches us, saying, 
*« And the Word was made flesh.” But perchance some one John i. 14. 
will say, © What then! Having ceased to be the Word, did 


Y It is to be observed, that S. omission here of vv. 18-20. : 6 pa- 
Cyril often omits several verses in «dpcos Kvpi\Nos Tov Hpw0ov ev TH 
his Commentary. In one of Mai's eppnyvela ovs enepvyo0y : and pro- 
MSS. 8ome one has written the fol- ceeds to give a reason for it. 
lowing anonymous note upon the 
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* He change into being flech? Did He fall from His Mayesty, 
* having undergone a transformation unto something which 
* previously He was not?' Not 80, we say. Far ſrom 1t. For 
by nature He is unchangeable and immutable. In saying, 
therefore, that the Word became flesh, the Evangelist means 
a man like unto us. For we also are often called flesh our- 
elves. For it is written, © And all flesh shall see the salvation 
«* of God,” meaning thereby that every man shall see it. While 
therefore He immutably retains that which He was, yet as 
having under this condition assumed our likeness, He 1s sa1d 
to have been made flesh. 

Behold Him, therefore, as a man, enduring with us the 
things that belong to man's estate, and fulfilling all righteous- 
ness, for the plan of salvation's sake. And this thou Jearnest 
from what the Evangelist says : © And it came to pass that 
* when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized, 
«and prayed.” Was He too then in need of holy baptism ! 
But what benefit could accrue to Hum from 1t! The Only- 
begotten Word of God 1s Holy of the Holy : so the Seraphim 
name Him in their praises: s0 every where the law names 
Him : and the company of the holy prophets accords with the 
writings of Moses. What 1s 1t that we gain by holy baptism ? 
Plainly the remission of our sins. But in Jesus there was 
nought of this; © for He did no &ﬆn: neither was gule found 
*«1n His mouth,” as the Scripture saith. © He was holy, harm- 
* less, undefiled, separate from ms, and made higher than the 
* heavens,” according to the words of the divine Paul. 

But yes %. perchance some one will 8ay, who has been 1ll 
instructed in the faith, © Was it then God the Word that was 
* baptized! Was He in need of being made partaker of the- 
* Holy Ghost ? Not at all. Therefore it is that we affirm, that 
*the man who was of the seed of David, and umted unto Him 
* by comjunetion?, was baptized and received the Spirit.” The 


? By [Zamaca 1 imagine the © it, with respect, namely, to the 
translator means Nestorius' favourite © dignity of the Sonship, that God 
word ovvadqeta, as he uses it for in= © the Word is also called Christ, 
Stance in his xviith quaternion : Aua *© inasmuch as He has a perpetual 
TovVTo, SC. T0 akiopa Ths viorhTos, kat * conjunction with the Christ.”— 
XpuoTos 6 Oeos A6yos 6voudgerat, Hard. Con. I. 1414, Conf. also 
emetOymrep Exel ovvdqeav Thy mpos Note In page 41. 

Toy Xptortov Omvern, . © Therefore 1s 
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Indivisible therefore 1s divided by you into two 80ns: and because 
He was baptized when thirty years old, He was made holy, as 
you say, by being baptized. Was He therefore not holy until 
He arrived at His thirtaeth year! Who will assent to you, 
when thus you corrupt the right and blameless faith? For 


* there 1s one Lord Jesus Christ,” as it is written. But this we 1Cor. viii.6. 


athrm : that He was not separate®* from Him, and by Himself 
when baptized and made partaker of the Holy Ghost : for we 
know, both that He is God, and without stain, and Holy of the 
Holy : for we confess that * of His fulness have all we re- John i. 16. 
ceived.” For the Holy Spirit indeed proceedeth from God the 
Father, but belongeth also to the Son. Tt is even often called 
the Spirit of Christ, though proceeding from God the Father. 


And to this Paul will testify, saying, at one time, © They that Rom. viii.8. 


'* are In the flesh cannot please God : but ye are not in the 
* flesh, but in the spirit, if 80 be the Spirit of God dwelleth 
«in you. But it any one have not the Spirit of Christ, he 1s 
** none of His.” And again, © But becanse ye are 80ns, God Gal. iv. 6. 
*« hath sent the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, 
« Father, our Father.” The Holy Spirit therefore proceedeth 
indeed as I 81d from God the Father, but His Only-begotten 
Word, as being both by nature and verily Son, and resplendent 
with the Father's digmities, ministereth It to the creation, and 
bestoweth It on those that are worthy. Yea verily He said, 
+ All things that the Father hath are mine.” John xvi. 
But let us retort upon those who pervert the right belief this ” 
question; * How can He Who received the Spirit, if He be, 
* according to your phrase, a man, and the Son separately and 
* by Himself, baptize with the Holy Ghost, and Himself give 
* the Holy Spirit to them who are baptized ?? For to be able to 
impart the Spirit to men suiteth not any one whatsoever of things 
created, but, together with God's other attributes, 1s the distinct 
property of Almighty God alone. But He Who gave It was 
man : for the wise John said, *After me cometh a Man, Who John i. 30. 
* was before me... He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
+ and with fire.” As therefore it 1s unbefitting God the Word, 


a 'This refers to the doctrine of in His human nature, and distin- 
Nestorius, that He Who was bap- guished from God the Word. 
tized was the man Christ, regarded 
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regarded as God the Word, to-draw near unto holy baptism, 
and be made partaker of the Spirit, 80 in like manner it 1s 
altogether incredible, or rather impossible to believe that the 
ability to baptize men with the Holy Ghost, is the act of a 
mere man with nothing in Him superior to ourselves. 

How then will the mystery be true? In that for our aid He 
assumed a kind of adaptation®. The divine Word became man, 
even *He Who was in the form of God the Father, and thought 
** 1t not robbery to be equal unto God,” as most wise Paul says, 
* but took the form of a slave, being made in the likeness of 
* men, and humbling Himself to poverty.” Enquire therefore 
Who He was that was frst in the likeness of God the Father, 
and could be regarded as on an equality with Him, but took 
the form of a slave, and became then a man, and bezxides this 
made Himself poor. Was it He of the seed of David, as they 
argue, Whom they specially regard separately and by Himself 
as the other Son, distinct from the Word of God the Father ? 
If 80, let them shew that He ever was on an equality with the 
Father. Let them shew how He assumed the form of a slave. 
Or what shall we 8ay was that form of a slave! And how did 
He empty Himself? For what is poorer than human nature ? 
He therefore Who is the exact image of God the Father, the 
likeness, and visible express1on of His person, Who $hines re- 
splendent in equality unto Him, Who by right of nature 1s free, 
and the yoke of Whose kingdom 1s put upon all creation, —He 
it 18 Who took the form of a slave, that is, became a man, and 
made Himself poor by consenting to endure these human 
things, sm only excepted. 

But*how then, they object, was He baptized, and received 
also the Spirit? To which we reply, that He had no need of 
holy baptism, being wholly pure and spotless, and holy of the 
holy. Nor had He need of the Holy Ghost : for the Spirit 
That proceedeth from God the Father is of Hun, and equal'to 
Him in 8uwbstance. We must now therefore at length hear 
what 1s the explanation of the economy. God in his love to 
man provided for us a way of salvation and of life. For be- 
leving in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and making this 
confession before many witnesses, we wash away all the filth 
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of 8in, and are enriched by the communication of the Holy 
Spirit, and made partakers of the divine nature, and gain the 
grace of adoption. It was necessary therefore that the Word 
of the Father, when He humbled Hunself unto emptiness, and 
deigned to as8ume our hkeness, should become for our sakes 
the pattern and way of every good work, PFor it follows, that 
He Who in every thing 1s first, must in this also set the example. 
In order therefore that we may learn both the power itself of 
holy baptism, and how much we gain by approaching 80 great 
a grace, He commences the work Himself; and, having been 
baptized, prays that you, my beloved, may learn that never- 
ceasIng prayer 18 a thing most fitting for those who have once 
been counted worthy of holy baptism. 

And the Evangelist says that the heavens were opened, as 


having long been closed. For Christ said, © Forthwith shall John i. gr. 


« ye 8ee the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending 
«* and descending upon the Son of man.” For both the flock 
above and that below being now made one, and one chief 
Shepherd appointed for all, the heavens were opened, and 
man upon earth brought near to the holy angels. And the 
Spirit also again came down as at a second commencement of 
our race: and upon Christ first, Who received 1t not 80 much for 
His own sake as for ours : for by Him and in Him are we en- 
riched with all things. Most suitably therefore to the economy 
of grace does He endure with us the things of man's estate : 
for where otherwise $shall we see Him emptied, Whose in His 
divine nature 18 the fulness! How became He poor as we are, 
if He were not conformed to our poverty ? How did He empty 
Himself, if He refused to endure the measure of human 
littleness ! 

Having taken therefore Christ as our pattern, let us draw 
near to the grace of holy baptism, that 80 we may gain bold- 
ness to pray constantly, and lift up holy hands to God the 
Father, that He may open the heavens also unto us, and send 
down upon us too the Holy Ghost, to receive us as sons. For 
He spake unto Christ at the time of holy baptism, as though 
having by Him and in Him accepted man upon earth to the 
SonsNip, © This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased.”” For He Who 1s the Son by nature and in truth, and 
the Only-begotten, when He became like unto us, is specially 


2 Cor. v.17. 
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declared to be the Son of God, not as receiving this for Him- 
Self ;—for He was and is, as I said, very Son :—but that He 


might ratify the glory unto us. 


For He has been made our 


firstfruits, and firstborn, and second Adam : for which reason it 
is 8aid, that © in Him all things have become new :” for having 
put off the oldness that was in Adam, we have gained the new- 
ness that 1s in Christ : by Whom and with Whom, to God the 
Father, be glory and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever 


and ever, Amen. 


© As frequently is the case, the 
8hort extracts in Mai at the end are 
not found in the Syriac, probably 
either from being taken from S. Cy- 
ril's other works, or erroneously 
ascribed to him. 'The first (from B.) 
contradicts the doctrine maintained 
throughout this Commentary, viz. 
that our Lord submitted to baptism 
as the pattern and type of humanity, 
and refers His baptism to His hu- 
man nature, kad 6 neqvurev avOpw- 
nos, But Christ's human nature 
needed no baptism, as having no 
stain of gin. The second (from E. 
and F.) is a refutation of Paul of 
Samosata, drawn from the Evange- 
list's words, that © Jesus was be- 
« ginning to be about thirty years 
« old,” and shewing that though 
He had a beginning as man, as God 
He had no beginning. And the 


last 18 a reproof addressed to those 
who justified the delay of holy bap- 
tiemm by our Lord's example, and 
which being referred to S. Cyril by 
four MSS. (A. E. F. H.), as well as 
for its own sake, I append entire ; 
* Thus great and beyond expecta- 
* tion 18 the harm that is done by 
* deferring the grace that is ly bap- 
* tism for a long and unseasonable 
* time : chiefly hecause no one can 
* look forward with certainty to the 
* accomplighment of his plans, and 
* also0 because, though his purpose 
* arrive at its fulfilment, he is 8anc- 
* tified indeed, but receives only the 
* forgiveness of his past transgres- 
* $10n8, while his talent he brings 
* back to his Lord bare, having had 
*no time to gain by trading any 
* thing to add thereunto.” 


THE GOSPEL OF $ST. LUKE. 49 


CHAPTER IV. 


SERMON XIL. 


Tur TWELFTH SERMON OF THE COMMENTARY UPON THE GOSPEL 
OF LUKE, BY S. CYRIL, UPON THE FAST OF” OUR LORD 
IN THE FLESH. 


But Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from the 
Jordan, and continued in the Spirit in the ulderness forty 
days, being tempted of the Devil. And he ate nothing 
during those days; and when they were accomplished He 
hungered. 


THE blessed prophets, when speaking of the Only-begotten 
Word of God,—of Him Who 1s equal unto God in glory, and 
the sharer of His throne, and radiant in perfect equality unto 
Him,—lead us to the persuasion that He was mamifested as a 
Saviour and Deliverer for those upon earth, by saying, 
* Arise, O Lord, help me.” He arose therefore and helped, 
having taken the form of a slave, and being made in the hke- 
ness of men: for 80 did He as one of us set Himself as an 
avenger in our stead, against that murderous and rebellious 
Serpent, who had brought sin upon us, and thereby had caused 
corruption and death to reign over the dwellers upon earth, that 
we by His means, and in Him, might gain the victory, whereas 
of old we were vanquished, and fallen in Adam. 

Come therefore and let us praise the Lord, and sing psalms 
unto God our Saviour : let us trample Satan under foot ; let 
us raise the shout of victory over him now he 1s thrown and 
fallen : let us exult over the crafty reptile, caught in an inex- 
tricable snare : let us too s8ay of him in the words of the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, © How is the hammer of all the earth broken 
* and beaten 8mall! Thou art found and hast been taken, 
* because thou stoodest against the Lord.” For of old, that 1s 
before the time of the advent of Christ the Saviour of all, the 
unversal enemy had somewhat grand and terrible notions 
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about himself : for he boastfully exulted over the infirmmty of 
the inhabitants of the earth, saying, © I will hold the world i 
* my hand as a nest, and as eggs that are left I will take it up : 
* and no one hall escape from me or speak against me.” And 
in very truth there was no one of those upon earth who could 
rise up against his power ; but the Son rose up against him, 
and contended with him, having been made like nnto us. And 
therefore, as I said, human nature, as victorious in Him, wins 
the crown. And this in old time the Son Himself proclaimed, 
where by one of the holy prophets He thus addresses Satan ; 
* Behold, I am against thee, O corrupting mountain, that cor- 
* ruptest the whole earth.” 

Come therefore and let us see what the blessed Evangelist 
8ays, when Christ was now going to battle in our behalf with 
him who corrupted the whole earth. ** But Jesus being full of 
* the Holy Ghost, returned from the Jordan.” Here behold, 
I pray, man's nature anointed with the grace of the Holy 
(thost in Christ as the firstfruits, and crowned with the highest 
honours. For of old indeed the God of all promsed, saying, 
*1t shall come to pass in those days, that I will pour out of My 
+ Spirit upon all flesh.” And the promse 1s fulfilled for us in 
Christ first. And whereas of those in old time who without 
restraint gave way to fleshly last, God somewhere aid, © My 
*« Spirit shall not dwell in these men, because they are flesh :" 
now because all things have become new in Christ, and we 
are enriched with the regeneration that 1s by water and 
Spirit ;—for no longer are we children of flesh and blood, but 
rather call God our Father ;—therefore it 1s, and very justly, 
that as being now in honour, and possessing the glorious privi- 
lege of adoption, we have been made partakers of the divine 
nature by the communication of the Holy Ghost. But He Who 
is the Firstborn among us, when He became 80 among many 
brethren, and yielded Humself to emptiness, was the first to 
receive the Spirit, although Himself the Giver of the Spirit, 
that this dignity, and the grace of fellowship with the Holy 
Ghost might reach us by His means. Something like this Paul 
also teaches us, where speaking both of Him and us, he says, 
«* For both He that sanctifieth, and they that are sanctified, 
* are all of One: for which reason He is not ashamed to call 
** them His brethren, saying, 1 will declare Thy name to My 
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** brethren.” For as being in no degree ashamed to call us 
brethren, whose likeness He took, therefore, having transferred 
to Himself our poverty, He is sanctified with us, although Him- 
Self the Sanctifier of all creation ; that thou mightest not see 
Him retusing the measure of human nature, Who consented 
for the salvation and life of all to become man. 

When therefore the wise Evangelist says of Him, © But 
* Jesus being full of the Spirit returned from the Jordan,” be 
not offended, nor err from the mark in thy inward thoughts, 
and wander from the doctrine of the truth, as to the way and 
manner in which the Word, Who is God, was sanctified : but 
rather understand the wisdom of the economy, by reason of 
which also He 1s the object of our admiration. For He was 
made flesh and became man, not to avoid whatever belongs to 
man's estate, and despise our poverty, but that we might be 
enriched with what is His, by His having been made hke unto 
us in every particular, 8m only excepted. He 1s sanctified 
therefore as man, but sanctifies as God : for being by nature 
God, He was made man. 

*« He was led therefore, it says, in the Spirit in* the wilder- 
* ness forty days, being tempted of the devil.” What there- 
fore 18 the meaning of the word led? It signifies not 80 much 
that He was conducted thither, as that He dwelt and con- 
tinued there. For we are ourselyes also accustomed to say of 
any one who hves religiously, So and 80, whoever it may be, 1s 
a well-conducted® person. And we give the title of pzdagogue, 
not to 8ignify, according to the literal interpretation, that they 
actually lead and conduct boys, but that they take care of 
them, and well and laudably train them, educating and teaching 
them to conduct themselves with propriety. 

He dwelt therefore in the wilderness in the Spirit, that 1s 
Spiitually ; for He fasted, granting no food whatsoever to the 
necesslties of the body. But to this ] imagine some one may 
umediately object ; * And what harm then did it do Jesus to 
* be constantly dwelling in cities? And in what way could it 
* benefit Him to choose to inhabit the wilderness ? For there is 


4 Mai reads ets Thy Epypoy, which e 'The Syriac translator explains 
would render this interpretation of his own term: the Greek is *© that 
7yero impossible. * 80 and 80 leads a good life.” 
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* no good thing of which He is in want. And why too did Ie 
* also fast! What necessity was there for Him to labour, Who 
* knows not what it is to feel the rising of any depraved dexire ! 
For we adopt the practice of fasting as a very usefut ex- 
* pedient, by which to mortify pleasures, and buffet the law of 
* 81n that is in our members, and extirpate those emotions 
* which lead on to fleshly last. But what need had Christ of 
* fasting ! For He it is by Whom the Father slays the sin in the 
*flesh. And knowing this, the divine Paul wrote, © For as to 
* the powerlessness of the law, by reason of its weakness be- 
* * cause of the flesh, God having sent His Son 1n the likeness 
* of sinful flesh, and because of 8in, condemned the sin in the 
* * flesh, that the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled in 
** us, who walk not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.” He 
therefore, who even in us miserable beings mortifies the 
* motions of the flesh, and has abolished sm, what fasting 
* could He need im ought that concerns Himself! He 1s 
* holy : undefiled by nature : wholly pure, and without blemish. 
* He cannot experience even the shadow of a change. Why 
* therefore did He make His abode in the wilderness, and 
* fast, and endure, being tempted ” The type has regard to us, 
my beloved: He ets before us His acts as our example, and 
establisghes a model of the better and more admirable mode of 
fe practised among us, I mean, that of the holy monks. For 
whence was 1t possIble for men on earth to know that the habit 
of dwelling in deserts was useful for them, and highly adyan- 
tageous for salvation ! For they retire from waves and storms 
as 1t were; from the utter turmoil, and yain distractions! of this 
world, and 80 to speak like the blessed Joseph, they strip off and 
g1ve back to the world all that belongs to it. And something 
like this the wise Paul too says of those who are wont s0 to live. 
** But those who are Jesus Christ's have crucified the flesh with 
«* its affections and lusts.” And he shews to those who choose 
this mode of hfe that abstinence is necessary, of which the fruit 
is fasting and the power of endurance, and of abstaining from 
or taking but little food. For s0 will Satan, when he tempts, 
be overcome. 
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But observe this especially : that he was first baptized and 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and withdrew into the wilderness, 
| and made abstinence, that 1s, fasting, as 1t were His armour ; 
1 and being thus equipped, when Satan drew near, and He had 
overcome him, He has 80 set before us Himselt as our pattern. 
Thou therefore too must first put on the armour of God, and 
the shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation. Thou too must 
first be clothed with power from on high, must be made, that 
is, partaker of the Holy Ghost by means of precious baptism, 
and then mayest thou undertake to lead the life well beloved 
and honourable with God : then with spiitual courage thou 
shalt take for thy habitation the deserts : then shalt thou keep 
holy fast, and mortify pleasures, and vanquish Satan when he 
tempts. In Christ therefore have we gained all thingss. 

Lo! He appears among the combatants, Who as God From Mai. 
bestows the prize: among those who wear the chaplet of vie- 
tory is He Who crowns the heads of the saints. - Let us behold 
therefore the skilfulness of His wrestlings ; how He overthrows 
the deviPs wickedness. When forty days had been spent in 
fasting, * He afterwards hungered.” But He it is Who gives 
food to the hungry, and is Himself the bread that came down 
from heaven, and gives life to the world, as being That whereby 
all things consist. But because, on the other hand, 1t was 
necessary that He Who refused not our poverty should with- 
draw from nothing whatsoever that belongs to man's condition, 

He consented for His flesh to require its natural supphes ; and 
'4 hence the words, © He hungered.” It was not however till He 
J had fasted sufficiently, and by His Godlike power had kept His 
flesh unwasted, though abstaining from meat and drink, that 
scarcely at length He permitted it to feel 1ts natural sen- 
ations : for it says, that He hungered. And for what reason ! 
That skilfully by means of the twoh, He Who is at once God 
and Man, might be recognised as such in one and the same 
person, both as superior to us in His divine nature, and in His 
human nature as our equal. 


& The MS. is imperfect, and ends forty days without His body wast- 
here abruptly. ing; and His permitting it to feel 
h The two, viz. His fasting for hunger afterwards. 


L hr WS egs 4M AO Fran on tes 1 ati} 2. WERE aA; me rhe cw 2 -_ Oe 
up cot BEAN oe EI 4 TIE” fe 4 W» 3 - _ v - a 
Ee ST hon Noa ws nm, Oe OE LO ens rar cf AR DIC? mhiafhfs Pre EIA x trig Srt Org A Eng 


.aJ Mm 

þ $58 

- #t Y 

; £2 
W117 
'Þ: * 
£2 
+2 , 


lor ERNIE; rats ew TER Ho; 
eNAea ab gy (rr ge Sx 292255 . 


+ Ver. 3. 
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And the devil s8aid unto him. 


Then the devil draweth near to tempt Him ; expecting that 
the feeling of hunger would aid him in his innate wickedness : 
tor oftentimes he prevails over us by taking our infirmities to 
aid his plots and enterprizes. He thought that He would 
readily jump at the wish of seeing bread ready for His use : 
and therefore he sa1d, © If Thon be the Son of God, bid this 
* stone become bread.” He approaches Him therefore as an 
ordinary man, and as one of the saints : yet he had a suspicion, 
that possibly He might be the Christ. In what way then did he 
wish to learn this! He considered, that to change the nature 
of any thing into that which it was not, would be the act and 
deed of a divine power : for it is God Who makes these things 
and transforms them : if therefore, says he, this be done, cer- 
tainly He it is Who is looked for as the subverter of my 
power : but if He refuse to work this change, I have to do with 
a man, and cast away my fear, and am delivered from my 
danger. And therefore 1t was that Christ, knowing the mon- 
ster's artifice, neither made the change, nor said that He was 
either unable or unwilling to make 1t, but rather shakes him 
off as mportunate and officious, saying that © man. shall not 
*« hve by bread alone ;” by which He means, that if God grant 
a man the power, he can subs!st without eating, and live as 
Moses and Elias, who by the Word of the Lord passed forty 
days without taking food. If therefore it 1s possible to hive 
without bread, why should I make the stone bread! But He 
purposely does not say, I cannot, that He may not deny His 
own power : nor does He say, I can; lest the other, knowing 
that He is God, to Whom alone such things are possible, should 
depart from Him. 

And observe, I pray, how the nature of man in Christ casts 
off the faults of Adam's gluttony : by eating we were con- 
quered in Adam, by abstinence we conquered in Christ. 

By the food that springeth up from the earth our earthly 
body 1s supported, and seeks for its sustenance that which 1s 
congenerate with 1t : but the rational' soul is nourisghed unto 


| 'The parallelizgm in the original OQci@ Tpos eveEiay adpurerai Thv TvEU= 
cannot be preserved in a transla- pariv. 
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Spiritual healthiness by the Word of God. For the food that 
the earth supplies nourishes the body that is akin to 1t : but 

that from above and from heaven strengthens the spirit. The 

food of the soul is the Word that cometh from God, even the 

Spiritual bread which strengtheneth man's heart, according to Ps. civ. 15. 
what is sung in the Book of Psalms. And such also we affirm 

to be the nature of the food of the holy angels. 


He shewed Him all the kingdoms of the world. Ver. 5. 


But O thou malignant, and wicked, and accursed being, how 
didst thou dare to shew the Lord all the kingdoms of the 
whole creation, and say, © All these are mine? Now therefore 
* it Thou wilt fall down and worship me, I will give them 
** Thee.” How dost thou promise that which 1s not thine ! 
Who made thee heir of God's kingdom! Who made thee lord 
of all under heaven! Thou hast seized these things by fraud. 
Restore them therefore to the incarnate Son, the Lord of all. 
Hear what the prophet Isaiah says respecting thee ; © Hath 1t Is. xxs. 33. 
* been prepared for thee also to reign! a deep gulf, fire, and 
+ brimstone, and wood laid in order ; the anger of the Lord as 
** a gult burning with brimstone.” How then dost thou, whose 
lot 1s the inextinguishable flame, promise to the King of all 
that which is His own! Didst thou think to have Him as thy 
worshipper at Whom all things tremble, while the Seraphim, 
and all the angehical powers hymn His glory! It is written, 
* Thou $halt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
* thou serves.” Seasonably He made mention of this com- 
mandment, striking as 1t were his very heart. For before His 
advent, Satan had deceived all under heaven, and was himself 
everywhere worshipped : but the law of God, ejecting hum 
from the dominion he had usurped by fraud, has commanded 
men to worship Him only Who by nature and in truth is God, 
and to offer service to Him alone. 


k 'T, Aquinas here inserts: © But © the creature instead of the Crea- 
« how is the Son adored, if, as the © tor, if we worship as God, the 
« heretics say, He is a creature? *© Son Who, according to them, 1s 
© What charge can be brought © a creature ?”” 
* against those, who have served 
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Ver. 9. 


Mat.xii.39. 


Luke x. 19. 


Ver. 10. 


50 COMMENTARY UPON 


1f Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down hence. 


The third temptation which the devil employs 1s that of 
vain-glory, saying, © Cast Thyself down hence,” as a proof of 
Thy divinity. But neither did he make Him fall by means of 
vanity, but hnnself in this also shot wide of the mark. For He 
answers, * It is said, thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 
For God grants not His aid to those who tempt Him, but to 
those who believe in Him : nor ought we, because He deigns 
us mercy, therefore to make a vain display. Moreover, Christ 
never gave a sign to those who tempted Him : © for a wicked 
* generation, He xaith, seeketh after a sign, and a sign shall 
* not be given it.” And let Satan now when tempting hear 
the same. We therefore won the victory in Christ : and he 
who conquered in Adam went away ashamed, that we might 
have him under our feet ; for Christ as Conqueror handed on 
to us also the power to conquer, saying, © Behold I have 
** granted you to tread upon serpents, and scorpions, and all 
* the power of the enemy.” 


For it is written, that He shall give His angels charge 
concerning Thee to guard Thee. 


But see how maliciously he endeavours by the use of the 
Scriptures to humble the glory of the Lord, as if in need of 
angelic aid; and as though it would stumble, did not the 
angels help it. For the application of the Psalm refers not to 
Christ, nor does the Sovereign need angels. As for the pin- 
nacle, it was a vory lofty building, erected at the side of the 
temple. 

| Some however wrongly refer the Psalm to the person of the 
Lord, and taking the verses together thus read ; © Because 
** Thou, O Lord, art my hope, Thou has made the Most High 
* Thy refuge.” They say therefore that the Lord had as His 
refuge the Most High, even the Father Who is in heaven. 
And their pretext for sxuch a way of understanding it 1s, that 
Satan 80 took the verses, saying, © If Thou be the Son of God, 
* cast Thyselt down : for 1t 1s written, that He shall give His 


| Mai notices that this passage is Mai's Patrum Nov. Bibl. vol. im. 
either taken from the Commentary pp. 419. 420. on Ps. xc. 9. 
on the Psalms, or vice versa, Cf. 
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* angels charge concerning Thee.” For Satan being false and 
a decelver, apples what 1s said of us to the person of Christ 
the Saviour of us all. But we do not understand it in Satan's 
fashion ; though it the Arians have 80 understood it, there is 
no cause for astonishment : for they follow their own father, 


* who 1s a har, and the truth 1s not in him,” according to the John viii. 


Saviour's words. For if the truth be as they 8ay, and we have ** 
made Christ our help, and He has the Father for His refuge, 
then have we fled to one Who Himself has need of aid, and call 
Him our Saviour Who 18 saved by another. This cannot be : 
Heaven forbid. We say therefore to those who are wont 80 to 
think, Ye tell us another of your errors : ye are travelling out 
of the royal and straight path: ye are falling into thorns and 
pitfalls: ye have wandered from the truth. The Son is in all 
things equal to the Father: the mark and umnpress of His 
snbstance : the Most High, as also the Father 1s Most High. 
Satan then made use of these verses, as though the Saviour 
were a common man. For being entirely darkness, and having 
his mind blinded, he understood not the force of what was said, 
that the psalm 1s spoken 1n the person of every just man who 1s 
aided by the Highest, even the God of heaven, And bexides 
this, He knew not that the Word being God, was made man, 
and was Himself now being tempted in accordance with the plan 
of salvation. He therefore, as I sa1d, supposed the words were 
spoken as of a common man, or even as of one of the holy pro- 
phets. But it is monstrous for us, who accurately know the 
mystery, and believe that He is God and the Son of God, and 
that for our sakes He became man like unto us, to imagine that 
the verses were spoken of Him. To say then, © Thou hast 
* made the Most High thy refuge,” befits not the person of 
the Saviour. For He is Himself the Most High : the refuge 
of all: the hope of all: the all-powerful right hand of the 
Father : and whosoever has made Him his defence, no evil 
Shall approach him. For He shall command the angels, who 
are ministering spirits, to guard the just. For just as our 
fathers in the flesh, when they see the path rough and unpass- 
able, catch up their infants in their hands, lest perchance their 
tender feet should be hurt, being as yet unable to walk oyer 
the hard road, 80 also the rational powers do not permit those, 
who are as yet unable to labour, and whose understanding is 
I 


Ver. 4. 


Ps. ix. 6, 


John xvui. 
10. 


Ver. 16. 


58 COMMENTARY UPON 


$till childisb, to toil beyond their strength, but snatech them out 
of every temptation. 


And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit unto Galilee. 


Having left the habitations of cities, He dwelt in deserts : 
there He fasted, being tempted of Satan ; there He gained 
victory in our behalf: there He crushed the heads of the dra- 
gons : there, as the blessed David says, © The swords of the 
© enemy utterly failed, and cities were destroyed,”” that 1s, 
those who were like towers and cities. Having therefore 
mightily prevailed over Satan, and having crowned in His 
own Person man's nature with the spoils won by the victory 
over him, He returned unto Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 
both exercising might and authority, and performing very many 
miracles, and occasioning great astonisghment. And He wrought 
miracles, not as having received the grace of the Spirit from 
without and as a gift, like the company of the saints, but, 
rather as being by nature and in truth the Son of God the 
Father, and taking whatever 1s His as His own proper inherit- 
ance. For He even said unto Him, © That all that is Mine is 
« 'Thine, and Thine Mine, and I am glorified in them.” He 1s 
glorified therefore by exercising as His own proper might and 
power that of the consubstantial Spirit. 


And He came to Nazareth : and entered into the 8ynagoque. 


Since therefore it was now necessary that He should mani- 
fest Himself to the Israclites, and that the mystery of His in- 
carnation should now shine forth to those who knew Him not, 
and inasmuch as He was now anointed of God the Father for 
the salvation of the world, He very wisely orders this also, 
[viz. that His fame should now spread abroad.] And this fa- 
vour He grants firs: to the people of Nazareth, because, hu- 
manly speaking, He had been brought up among them. 
Having entered, therefore, the synagogue, He takes the book 
to read : and having opened it, selected a passage in the pro- 
phets, which declares the mystery concerning Him. And by 
these words He most plainly Himself tells us by the voice of 
the prophet, that He both would be made man, and come to 
8ave the world. For we afhrm, that the Son was anointed in 
no other way than by having become according to the flegh 


WAS 
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WE 
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such as we are, and taken our nature. For being at once God 
and man, He both gives the Spirit to the creation in His di- 
vine nature, and recelyes 1t from God the Father in His human 
nature; while it is He Who sanctifies the whole creation, both 
as having shone forth from the Holy Father, and as bestowing 
the Spirit, Which He Himself pours” forth, both upon the 
powers above as That Which is His own, and upon those 
moreover who recognised His appearing. 


anointed Me: He hath sent Me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor. 


He plainly shews by these words that He took upon Him 
the humiliation and submission to the emptying (of His glory), 
and both the very name of Christ and the reality for our 
8akes : for the Spirit, He s8ays, which by nature 1s in Me by 
the sameness of Our substance and deity, also descended upon 
Me from without. And $0 also in the Jordan It came upon Me in 
the form of a dove, not because It was not in Me, but for the 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; therefore He hath V. 18. 


reason for which He anointed Me. 
for which He chose to be anointed ? 
tute of the Spirit by that denunciation of old, © My Spirit shall Gen. vi. 3. 


And what was the reason 
It was our being dest1- 


« not abide in these men, hecause they are flesh.” 


= As the Greek Church denies 
the procession of the Spirit from 
the Son, and says that it is not 
taught by their Fathers ; and as 
S, Cyril in a previous passage, (cf. 
C. 111, v. 21.), 8peaks as if he held, 
that though the Spirit is the Son's, 
yet that It proceeds from the Father 
only, this passage is of great value, 
and therefore I append the original. 
To e& avrod mpoyebuevoy mveoua Tais 
ave Ouvdpeoiy evieis os EauTod, An- 
other passage to the 8ame effect 
will be found in the treatise against 
Nestorius, vol. vi. pp. 98, 99, where 
S. Cyril thus comments on Luke x. 
I9.: © The Spit, therefore, is His 
** own, and from Him : of which a 
** Plain proof is, that He can give 
** It to others also, and that not by 


* measure, as the blessed Evangelist 
* 8ays. For the 8upreme God has 
* measured out to the sairts the 
* grace of the Spirit, giving to cne 
* the word of wisdom; to another 
* the word of knowledge; to an- 
* other the gift of healings : and 
« this 18, I think, the meaning of 
* those thus endowed having the 
* power by measure. But our Lord 
* Jesus Christ, pouring out the 
* Spirit of His own fulness, even 
« as doth also the Father, gives it, 
* not as by measure to those who 
* are worthy to receive it.” A more 
full account of the teaching of the 
Fathers upon the process1on of the 
Holy Ghost, may be seen in Owen's 
Introduction to Dogmatic Theology, 
PP. 169=178. 

I 2 


ETPETTWS, 


vonTte, 


1 Thes. v. 5. 


Is. xlii. 16, 


Is. xl. 6. 
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These words the incarnate Word of God speaks : for being 
very God of very God the Father, and having become for our 
Sakes man without undergoing change, with us He is anointed 
with the oil of gladness, the Spirit having descended upon 
Him at the Jordan in the form of a dove. For in old time 
both kings and priests were anointed symbolically, gaining 
thereby a certain measure of sanctification : but He Who for our 
sakes became incarnate, was anointed with the spiritual oil of 
Sanctification, and the actual descent of the Spirit, receiving It 
not for Himself, but for us. For masmuch as the Spirit had 
taken its flight, and not wade His abode in us because of our 
being flesh, the earth was full of grief, being deprived of the 
participation of God. 

And He proclaimed also dehverance to captives, which also 
He accomplished by having bound the strong one, Satan, who 
in tyrant fashion lorded it over our race, and having torn 
away from Him us his goods. 

As the words © He anointed Me” befit the manhood : for it 
is not the divine nature which is anointed, but that which 1s akin 
to us: 80 also the words © He sent Me” are to be referred to 
that which is human. 

Thoae also whose heart was of old obscured by the darkness 
of the devil, He has illuminated by rising as some Sun of 
Righteousness, and making them the children no longer of 
night and darkness, but of light and day, according to Paul's 
word. And those who were blind, —for the Apostate had 
blinded their hearts, —have recovered their s1ght, and acknow- 
ledged the truth ; and, as Isamiah says, © Their darkness has 
* become light :” that is, the ignorant have become wise : those 
that once were in error, have known the paths of righteous- 
ness. And the Father also says somewhere unto the Son Him- 
Self, © I have given Thee for a covenant of kindred, for a light 
* of the Gentiles, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out 
* the prisoners from their bonds, and from the guard-house 
« those that st in darkness.” For the Only-begotten came 
into this world and gave a new covenant to His kindred, 
the Israelites, of whom He was sprung according to the flesh, 
even the covenant long before announced by the voice of the 
prophets. But the divine and heavenly light shone also upon 
the Gentiles: and He went and preached to the spirits in 
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Hades, and shewed Himself to those who were shut up in the 
guard-house, and freed all from their bonds and violence. And 
how do not these things plainly prove that Christ 1s both God, 
and of God by nature ! 

And what means the sending away the broken in freedom ? 
It is the letting those go free whom Satan had broken by the 
rod of spiritual violence. And what means the preaching the 
acceptabl: year of the Lord? It signifies the joyful tidings of 
His own advent, that the time of the Lord, even the Son, had 
arrived. For that was the acceptable year in which Christ was 
crucified in our behalf, because we then were made acceptable 
unto God the Father, as the fruit borne by Him. Wherefore 
He aid, © When I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw Johnxii.32. 
*« all men unto Myself.” And verily He returned to life the 
third day, having trampled upon the power of death : after 
which He said to His disciples, © All power has been given Mat. xxviii. 
« Me, &c.” That too is in every respect an acceptable year oy 
in which, being received into His family, we were admitted 
unto Him, having washed away 8m by holy baptism, and been 
made partakers of His divine nature by the communion of the 
Holy Ghost. That too 1s an acceptable year, in which He 
manitested His glory by ineffable miracles : for with joy have 
we accepted the season of His salvation, which also the very 
wise Paul referred to, saying, © Behold, now is the acceptable 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
* time, behold now 1s the day of salvation :” the day, when the 
poor who erewhile were sick by the absence of every blessing, 
having no hope and being without God in the world, such as 
were the gentiles, were made rich by faith in Him, gaming 
the divine and heavenly treasure of the Gospel message of sal- 
vation ; by which they have been made partakers of the king- 
dom of heaven, copartners with the saints, and heirs of bless- 
ings such as neither the mind can conceive nor language tell. 

* For eye, it saith, hath not seen, and ear hath not heard, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
* neither have entered into the heart of man, the things that 

* God hath prepared for them that love Him.” Though it 

may also be true, that the text here speaks of the abundant 

Supply of graces bestowed by Christ upon the poor in spirit, 

But by the bruised in heart, He means, those who have a 
weak and yielding mind, unable to resist the attacks of their 
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passlons, and 80 carried along by them, as to seem to be cap- 
tives: to these He promises both healing and forgiveness. 

And to those who are blind, He gives the recovering of 
sIght. For those who serve the creature instead of the Creator, 
* and say to the wood, Thou art my father, and to the stone, 
* Thou hast begotten me,” without recognising Him Who 1s 
by nature and in truth God, how can they be ought else than 
blind, seeing they have a heart deyoid of the light that 1s di- 
vine and s8piritual ? And on these the Father bestows the light 
of the true knowledge of God: for they are called through 
faith, and acknowledge Him, or rather are acknowledged of 
Him, and whereas they were children of night and darkness, 
they have been made children of light. For the day has shone 
upon them, and the sun of righteousness has arisen, and the 
bright morning 8star has dawned. 

There is no objection, however, to any one's referring all 
these declarations to the Israelites. For they were poor, and 
crushed in heart, and, so to speak, prisoners, and in darkness. 
« For there was not upon earth that was doing good, not even 
*« one. But all had turned aside, together they had become 
© unprofitable.” But Christ came, preaching to the Israelites 
before all others, the glories of His advent. And like to their 
maladies were those of the Gentiles; but they have been re- 
deemed by Him, having been enriched with His wisdom, and 
endowed with understanding, and no longer 1s their mind weak 
and broken, but healthy and strong, and ready to receive and 
practise every good and saving work. For in their error they 
had need of wisdom and understanding, who in their great folly 
worshipped the creature instead of the Creator, and inscribed 
stocks and stones with the name of Gods. But those who long 
ago lived in gloom and darkness, because they knew not Christ, 
now acknowledge Him as their God. 

These words having been read to the assembled people, He 
drew upon Himself the eyes of all, wondering perhaps how He 
knew letters Who had not learnt. For 1t was the wont of the 
Israelites to say, that the prophecies concerning Christ were 
fulfilled, ether mn the persons of some cf their more glorious 
kings, or, at all events, in the holy prophets. For not cor- 
rectly understanding what was written of Him, they missed the 
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true direction, and travelled on another path. But that they 
might not again thus mnisinterpret the present prophecy, He 
carefully guards against error by saying, © This day 1s this 
prophecy fulfilled in your ears,” expressly setting Himself 
before them in these words, as the person spoken of in the 
prophecy. For 34 was He Who preached the kingdom of 
heaven to the heathen, who were poor, having nothing, neither 
God, nor law, nor prophets ; or rather, He preached 1t unto all 
who were destitute of spiritual riches : the captives He et free, 
having overthrown the apostate tyrant Satan, and Himself 
shed the divine and spiritual light on those whose heart was 
darkened ; for which reason He said, © IT am come a light into John xii. 
« this world :” it was He Who unbound the chains of sin from 4* 
those whose heart was crushed thereby : Who clearly shewed 
that there is a life to come, and denounced the just judgment. 
Finally, it was He Who preached the acceptable year of the 
Lord, even that in which the Saviour's proclamation was made : 
for by the acceptable year I think 1s meant His first coming ; 
and by the day of restitution the day of judgment. 


And all bare Him witness and wondered. 


For not understanding Him Who had been anointed and 
ent, and Who was the Author of works 80 wonderful, they 
returned to thew usual ways, and talk foohshly and vainly 
concerning Him. For although they had wondered at the 
words of grace that proceeded out of His mouth, yet their 
wish was to treat them as valueless : for they said, © Is not 
* this the 8on of Joseph ?? But what does this diminish from 
the glory of the Worker of the miracles? What prevents 
tim from being both to be venerated and admired, even had 
He been, as was 8upposed, the son of Joseph ? Seest thou not 
the miracles? Satan fallen, the herds of devils vanquished, 
multitudes 8et free from various kinds of maladies ! Thou 
praisest the grace that was present in His teachings ; and then 
dost thou, in Jewish fashion, think lightly of Him, because He 
accounted Joseph for His father ? O great senselessness ! True is 
it to 8ay of them, « Lo! a people foolish, and without under- ger. v. 21. 
** Standing : they have eyes and see not, ears, and hear not.” 
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Ver. 23. 


Ye will altogether 8ay unto Me this parable... 


This was a common saying among the Jews, and had its 
origin 1n a witticism! : for when physicians were themselves 111, 


men would say, Physcan, heal thyself. 


Christ therefore, 


setting before them as 1t were this proverb, said unto them, Ye 
wish for many signs to be wrought by Me among you espe- 
cially, in whose country I was brought up; but I know the 
common feeling to which all men are hable: for always, some- 
how or other, even the choicest things are despised when there 
is no scarcity of them, and people have them in abundance. 
And 0 too is the case with men: for his acquaintance will 
oftentimes refuse one with whom they are familiar, and who 18 
constantly among them, even the honour which is due. He 
rebuked them therefore for asking $0 foolishly, © Is not this 
* the son of Joseph ?” and still keeping to the object of His 
teaching, says, © Verily, verily, I sxay unto you, that no pro- 
* phet 1s acceptable in his country.” 


Ver 25, 


There were many widows mn the days of Elias. 


For since, as I have mentioned, certain of the Jews affirmed 


that the prophecies relating to Christ had been accomplished 
either in the holy prophets, or in certain of their own more 
distinguishedn men, He for their good draws them away from 
such a supposition ®, by saying that Ehas had been sent to a 
8Iingle widow, and that the prophet Elszus had healed but one 
leper, Naaman the Syrian : by these s1gnifying the church of 
the heathen, who were about to accept Him, and be healed of 
their leprosy, by reason of Israel remaining 1impenitent. 


I Cr. donaopor, Mai doreopod. 
Aq. improperium. 

m Cr. Tov Tap avrois BeBaomev- 
«6TOv, Mai, T@v ev86&wv map avrois 
yeyovorov, and 80 Aq. 

n In Cramer's Catena, in which 
this passage occurs anonymously, 
as is often the case with extracts 
from $S. Cyril, the conclusion 1s as 
follows : © Convicting them of dis- 
« believing and denying, that these 


* prophecies chiefly apply to Him, 
* by <aying that Elias had .been 
*« 8ent to a 8ingle widow, though 
© there were many at that time in 
* Israel; and that the prophet Eli- 
* 8xus had healed one leper, Naa- 
* man the Syrian, though there 
* were very many of them in Israel ; 
** because of all the widows she 
* alone was found faithful, and he 
* in hike manner of all the lepers.” 
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And all in the &4nagoque were filled with anger. 


They then were inflamed with anger, because he had 
branded thew wicked thought ; and also because He had said, 
To-day 1s this Seripture fulfilled, namely, that © The Spirit 
*of the Lord 1s upon Me;” for they considered that He 
made Himself equal to the prophets. Moreover, they cast Him 
out of their city, decreeing thereby their own condemnation, 
and confirming what the Saviour had said : for they themselves 
were banished from the city that is above, for not having 
received Christ. And that He might not convict them of 1m- 
piety in words merely, He permitted their audacity against Hun- 
self to proceed even unto deeds : for their violence was unrea- 
so0nable, and their envy untamed. Leading Him therefore to 
the brow of the hill, they endeavoured to throw Him from the 
crags : but He went through the midst of them without taking 
any notice, 80 to say, of their attempt: not as refusing to 
suffer, —for for this reason He had even come, —but as awaiting 
a s8wtable time. For 1t was now the commencement of His 
preaching, and 1t would have been unseasonable to have suf- 
fered before He had proclaimed the word of truth. For it 
depended on Him to suffer, or not to suffer ; for He 1s Lord of 
times as well as of things. And this 1s a proof, that when He 


suffered He suffered voluntarily, and that neither then conld Cy. 033: 
Tore M.om. 


He have suffered, had He not yielded Himself thereto. 


And he went down to Capernaum, @ city of Galilee. 


Those whom argument cannot bring to the «wwe knowledge 


of Him Who by nature and in truth is God and Lord, may Mai or, 
perhaps be won by miracles unto a docile obedience. And ©: ©97% 


therefore usefully, or rather necessarily, He oftentimes com- 
pletes His lessons by proceeding to the performance of some 
mighty work, For the inhabitants of Judza were unready to 
beheve, and s8lighted the words of those who called them to 
*alyation, and especially the people of Capernaum had this 
character : for which reason the Saviour reproved them, 
8aying, * And thou Capernaum, that art exalted unto heaven, 
* $halt be brought down unto hell.” But although He knows 
them to be both disobedient, and hard of heart, nevertheless 
He visits them as a most excellent physician would those who 
K 


Luke x, 15. 
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Luke v. 31. 


Is. xlv. 19. 


Mat. x. 27. 


Is. Iv. 3. 
Acts x11, 
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were suffering under a very dangerous disease, and endeayours 
to rid them of their malady. For He says Himself, that 
** those who are in health have no need of a physician, but 
* those who are sck.” He taught therefore in their syna- 
gogues with great freedom of speech : for this He had foretold 
by the voice of Isaiah, saying, © I have not spoken in secret, 
* nor in a dark place of the earth.” The holy apostles more- 
over He even commanded to publish their words concerning 
Him with full boldness of speech, saying, © What TI tell you in 
** darkness, speak ye in the light: and what ye have heard 
*« (whispered) into the ear, proclaim upon the housetops.” On 
the Sabbath also, when they were at leisure from labour, He 
conversed with them. They therefore wor:dered at the power 
of His teaching, and at the greatness of His authority : © For 
* the word, it says, was with authority ;” for He used not flat- 
teries, but urged them to salvation. For the Jews indeed 
thought that Christ was nothing more than one of the saints, 
and that He had appeared among them in prophetic rank 
only : but that they might entertain a higher opinion and idea 
concerning Him, He exceeds® the prophetic measure; for He 
never 841d, Thus saith the Lord, as of course was their custom, 
but as being the Lord of the law He spake things that surpass 
the law. 

God moreover said by Isaiah, © And I will make with them 
* an everlasting covenant, even the holy, the sure things of 
«* David: behold I have given Him as a testimony among the 
* gentiles, a ruler and commander of the gentiles.” For it 
was fitting that Moses, as a servant, should be the mimister 
of the shadow that endureth not : but Christ, I affirm, was 
the eternal publisher of a lasting and abiding worship. And 
what 1s the eternal covenant! It means the sacred prophecies 
of Christ, Who is of David's seed according to the flesh, and 
which produce in us holiness, and sureness : just as also the 
fear of God 1s pure, because 1t makes ns pure: and the word 


0 Cr. reads avaBaiver for exBaiver, ** clean s$pirits.” Aq. agrees with 


and proceeds thus ; © for neither 
*« did He ever speak these things in 
« the way of argument, but as one 
* enunciating law, He spake things 
*« that 8urpass the law, and with 
** godlike authority rebuked the nn- 


M., but adds, © changing the letter 
* to the truth, and the figures to 
** the spiritual meaning,” with which 
the conclusion of M's next extract 
agrees, 
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of the Gospel is fe, because 1t produces life : © for the words, Johnvi. 63. 
He says, © that I have spoken unto you are spirit and life,” 
that is, spiritual and lIife-giving. But mark well the exactness 
of the prophecy. Isaiah, speaking as in the person of God the 
Father concerning Christ, says, © Lo, I have given Him as a 
* testimony unto the Gentiles,” that 1s, to bear witness unto 
them, that these things are acceptable; that no one may 
imagine Him to be one of the holy prophets, but that all man- 
kind may rather know, that He 1s radiant with the glory of 
lordship,—for being God, He appeared unto us;—and 80 he 
voes on to 8ay, not merely that He was given for a testrmony, 
but also as * a ruler and commander of the gentiles.” For 
the blessed prophets, and before them even Moses, holding the 
'8 station of seryants, ever called out to their hearers, © Thus 
1 * 8aith the Lord,” not as being 80 much commanders, as 
ministers of the divine words. But our Lord Jesus Christ 
spake words most worthy of God; and was therefore admire 
even by the Jews themselves, because His word was with 
authority, and because He taught them as one that had 
authority, and not as their seribes. For His word was not of 
the shadow of the law, but as being Himself the lawgiver, He 
changed the letter into the truth, and the types into their 


Spiritual meaning. For He was a ruler, and possessed a. 
ruler's authority to command. 


And Jesus rebuked him. Ver. 35. 


With godlike power He rebuked the unclean spirits, making 
the miracle follow unnmediately upon His words, that we might 
not disheheve. We have seen the guilty Satan overcome by 
Him in the wilderness, and broken by three falls: we have 
Seen his might again shaken, and the power that was against 
us falling : we have seen ourselves rebuking the wicked spirits 
in Christ as our firstfruits. For that this also has reference to 
the ennoblement of human nature, thou mayest learn from the 
Saviour's own words. For the Jews indeed maligned His 
glory, and even aid, © This man casteth not out devils except Matt. xii. 
* in Beelzebub, prince of the devils :” but He in answer, hay- 7 rh 
ing first said much and to the purpose, ended by declaring : 
** But if I in the Spirit of God cast out devils, then has the 
* kingdom of God come upon you unawares.” For if, says He, 
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Ver. 38. 


Mark 1. 31. 
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I, Who have become a man like unto you, chide the un- 
clean spirits with godlike power and majesty, it is your 
nature which 1s crowned with this great glory : for ye are 
Seen both through Me and in Me to have gained the king- 
dom of God. 

The evil demons therefore were cast out, and made more- 
over to feel how invincible is His might ; and being unable to 
bear the conflict with Deity, they exclaimed in imperious and 
crafty terms, © Let us alone: what 1s there between us and 
«© Thee?” meaning thereby, Why dost Thou not permit us to 
keep our place, whilst Thou art destroying the error of 1m- 
piety! But they further put on the false appearance of well- 
sounding words, and call Him the Holy One of God. For they 
snpposed that by this spectous kind of language they could ex- 
cite the desire of vainglory, and thereby prevent His rebuking 
them, returning as 1t were one kindness for another. But 
though he be crafty, he will fail of his prey : for © God 18 not 
« mocked ;” and 80 the Lord stops their impure tongues, and 
commands them to depart from those possessed by them. 
And the bystanders being made witnesses of $0 great deeds, 
were astonished at the power of His word. For He wrought 
His nuracles, offering up no prayer, to ask of any one else at 
all the power of accomplishing them, but being Himself the 
living and active Word of God the Father, by Whom all 
things exist, and in Whom all things are, in His own person 
He erushed Satan, and closed the profane mouth cf wnpure 
demons. 


He entered into Sumon's house. 


Observe therefore how He Who endured voluntary poverty 
for our sakes, that we by His poverty might become rich, 
lodged with one of His disciples,—a man poor, and hving in 
obscurity, —that we might learn to seek the company of the 
humble, and not to boast ourselves over those in want and 
affliction. 

Jesus arrives at Simon's house, and finds his wife's mother 
sick of a fever: and He stood, and rebuked the fever, and it 
left her, Now m what 1s said by Matthew and Mark, that 


Mat.viii.15. © the fever left her,” there 1s no hint of any hving thing as the 


active cause of the fever: but in Luke's phrase that © He 8tood 


Ang BS > 
: 


© oyer her, and rebuked the fever, and it left her,” I do not tndvw adrhs 
omitted just 
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know whether we are not compelled to say that that which 
was rebuked was some living thing unable to sustain the influ- 
ence of Him Who rebuked it: for 1t 1s not reasonable to rebuke 
a thing without life, and unconscious of the rebuke. Nor is it 
anything astomshing for there to exist certain powers that 1n- 
flict harm on the human body : nor must we necessarily think 
evil of the soul of those who thus suffer for being harmed by 
these beings. For neither, when the Devil obtained authority 
to tempt Job by bodily torments, and struck him with painful 
ulcers, was Job therefore to be found fault with, for he man- 
fully contended, and nobly endured the blow. God grant, how- 
ever, that 1t be said, if at any time we are tempted by bodily 


pains, © but touch not lis soul.”? The Lord then by a rebuke Job ii. 6. 
heals those who are possessed. 


P 'The word vyy in Greek signifies 
*the vital principle of the body :”* and 
as there is no equivalent in English, 
a difficulty occasionally arises in 
translating it. Sometimes it signifies 
*sgensation;” 80 St. Paul and St.Jude 
call those uxirovs, Sensuous, who 
live a mere animal life. Sometimes 
it means © a person's self :*”* 80 the 
rich man said to his þvyy, or self, 
Self, thou hast much goods, &c. : 
and such is the meaning of its He- 
brew and Syriac equivalent |a212, 
* that which exists by breathing ;” 
and 80 one's self: till even here 
there may be an allusion to man's 
animal nature, which was the sole 
part of him which the rich man 
valued. Sometimes it is used in 
opposition to the body, because the 
life is 8omething better than the 
frame which it vivifies; and s0 
S. Cyril 8eems to understand it in 
this place, though doubtless it is 
rightly translated in our version, 
* But save his life.” Certainly just 
above he had used it for man's 
moral state, s8aying, that we must 
not think evil of the soul of 
those who 8uffer from bodily mala- 
dies. In all cases the ypuyy is ra- 
ther the mortal than the immortal, 


and 1s opposed to the Tvevpa, al- 
though even in this word, as in 
Spiritus, the original idea is taken 
from the physical act of breathing. 
Posslbly, however, we often take 
the word © souP in the A.V. m a 
8ense not intended by the transla- 
tors. For by the gradual change of 
language, the meaning of the term 
has been limited since their time to 
its higher 81gnification, and a dif- 
ferent sense thereby given to many 
pass8ages of Scripture ; s8uch, for in- 
E£tance, as, © What is a man profited 
* if he gain the whole world, and 
* lose his own soul ?” that is, his 
life. (Mat. xvi. 26.) So © to deliver 
© their 80ul from death, and to 
* keep them alive in famine.” (Ps. 
XXx111, 19.) Wicklif uses 80u]-haver 
as equivalent to animal : ©* Thou 
* shalt be cursed among alle the 
* 80ul-hauers and heestis of the 
* erthe.” (Gen. iii. 14.) From not 
attending to this gradual alteration 
in the meaning of words, curious 
misunderstandings often arise ; as, 
for instance, in an emended Book of 
Common Prayer lately put forth, the 
word *© wealth,” which signifies our 
general well-being, is expunged as 
being 8upposed to signify money. 
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He laid also His hands upon the sick one by one, and freed 
them from their malady, 80 demonstrating that the holy flesh, 
which He had made His own, and endowed with godlike power, 
possessed the active presence of the might of the Word : in- 
tending us thereby to learn that though the Only-begotten 
Word of God became like unto us, yet even $0 1s He none the 
less God, and able easily, even by His own flesh, to accomplish 
all things : for by it as His instrument He wrought miracles. 
Nor 1s there any reason for great wonder at this; but consider, 
on the contrary, how fire, when placed in a brazen vessel, com- 
municates to 1t the power of producing the effects of heat. So 
therefore the all-powerful Word of God also, having joined by 
a real union unto Himself the living and intelligent temple 
taken from the holy Virgin, endowed it with the power of ac- 
tively exerting His own godlike might. To put to shame, there- 
fore, the Jews, He says, © If I do not the works of My Father, 
* beheve Me not: but if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe 
« My works.” We may, therefore, see, with the Truth Itself 
witnessIng thereto, that the Only-begotten gave not His glory 
as to a man taken 4separately and apart by himself, and re- 
garded as the woman's offspring ; but as being the One only 
Son, with the holy body united to Him, He wrought the m- 
racles, and 1s worshipped also by the creation as God. 


He entered, then, into Peter's house, where a woman was 


? 


4 S, Cynl refers in these words Lord has been thus defined by the 
to the doctrine of Nestorius, who Council of Chalcedon : © 6uonoyov- 
taught that in the one person of * yey .. .. &va kat Toy avrov XproTor, 
Christ the two natures existed 8e&- * viov, xrvpiov, povoyevn, && vo u- 
parately, 80 as to energize ava pepos * oewv aovyYuTEs, ATPENTWS, AOLM- 
tn turn, or rather apart from one * perws, dywpioros yvwpitopevoy,' 
another, sometimes one nature ex- (Hard. Cone. ii. 450.): that the two 


erting its influence, and sometimes 
the other. In explaining, therefore, 
a miracle 8uch as that before us, in 
which the flesh of our Lord per- 
forms the proper act of Deity, Nes- 
torras must haye used 8ome s8uch 
argument as $S, Cyril here brings 
forward, and to conjecture from the 
absolute use of 6 Movoyevys, and 
other technical Nestorian terms, it 
was a quotation. The catholic doc- 
trine respecting the nature of our 


natures in our Lord remain distinct 
and unaltered, and not blended and 
confused, as the Eutychians taught, 
into 8ome new third nature ; but, 
on the other hand, that they are in- 
Separable in their action, and while 
each preserves its own proper attri- 
butes, the two united form but one 
person and 8uhstance. («is & mp6o- 
@nTOVv Kal puiny VNGUTATW OuvuTpe- 
X0vo uw.) 
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lying stretched upon a bed, exhausted with a violent fever : 
and when He might as God have said, © Put away the disease, 
« arise,” He adopted a different course of action. For, as a 
proof that His own flesh possessed the power of healing, as 
being the flesh of God, He touched her hand, and forthwith, 
it says, the fever left her. Let us, therefore, also receive: Jesus : 
for when Ie has entered into us, and we have received Him 
into mind and heart, then He will quench the fever of unbe- 
fitting pleasures, and raise us up, and make us strong, even 1n 
things spiritual, 80 as for us to my:.-ter unto Him, by pertorm- 
ing those things that please Him. | 

But observe again, I pray, how great is the efficacy of the 
touch of His holy flesh. For It both drives away diseases of 
various kinds, and a crowd of demons, and overthrows the 
power of the devil, and heals a very great multitude of people 
in one moment of time. And though able to pertorm these 
miracles by a word and the inclination of His will, yet to teach 
us something useful for us, He also lays His hands upon the 
Sick. For 1t was necessary, most necessary, for us to learn, 
that the holy flesh which He had made His own was endowed 
with the activity of the power of the Word by His having 
implanted in it a godhke might. Let It then take hold of 
us, or rather let us take hold of It by the mystical © Giving* 
* of thanks,” that It may free us also from the s1cknesses of 
the sonl, and from the assault and violence of demons. 


And rebuking them, He s$uffered them not to speak. 


He would not permit the unclean demons to confess Him ; 
tor 1t was not fitting for them to usurp the glory of the Apo- 
stolic office, nor with impure tongue to talk of the mystery of 


r From $t. Paul's words in 1 Cor. while ev\oyia has special reference 


X. I6., ev\oyia came to be applied 
generally to the Lord's Supper, of 
which use several instances, besides 
the present, occur in this treatise. 
Like evyxapuoria, the term is taken 
from the Jewish Grace before meat, 
which we find our Lord always 
using ; only evyapioria CxPpres8es 
the general act of thanksgiving, 


to the opening words, ** Blessed be 
* Thou, O Jehovah,” of which the 
Greek translation is, Kupte, evX6- 
ynoov. In process of time, pieces of 
the consecrated bread, sent to other 
churches as marks of communion, 
or to the s&ick, came to be called 
evnoyiat, Cf. Suiceri 'Th, 


Ver. 41, 
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Christ. Yea! though they speak ought that 1s true, let no one 
put credence in them : for the light is not known by the aid of 
darkness, as the disciple of Christ teaches us, where he says, 
* For what communion hath light with darkness? or what con- 
*« 8ent hath Christ with Behar ?*” 5 


5 BeXiap 18 the reading of most of 
the MSS. and Fathers. 'The Hebrew 
is Behal, and signifies © worthless- 
ness,” from 2, without, and 5»), 
utility. Sons of Belial, therefore, 
as in 1 Sam, ui. 12,, according to 


the ordinary Hebrew use of © son,” 
Signifies © worthless persons.” Bar- 
bahlul says, that the word Beliar is 
derived from +.,|, dyp, and means 
Lord of the air, 
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And He s8aw two ships standing by the lake, but the fisher- Ver. 2. 


men were gone out of them, and were washing ther nets. 


LET us admire the skilfulness of the method employed 1n oiovoula. 


making them a prey who were to make prey of the whole 
earth ; even the holy Apostles, who, though themselves well 
$killed in fishing, yet fell into Christ's meshes, that they also, 
letting down the drag-net of the Apostolic preachings, might 
gather unto Him the inhabitants of the whole world. For ve- 


rily He somewhere said by one of the holy prophets, © Behold Jer. xvi.16. 


* I 8end many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall catch 
« them as fish : and afterwards I will send many hunters, and 
* they shall hunt them as game.” By the fishers He means 
the holy Apostles; and by the hunters, those who successvely 
became the rulers and teachers of the holy churches. And 
observe, I pray, that He not only preaches, but also displays 
8Igns, giving thereby pledges of His power, and confirming His 
words by the display of miracles : for after He had suffi- 
ciently conversed with the multitudes, He returns to His usual 
mighty works, and by means of their pursuits as fishers catches 
the disciples as fish : that men may know that His will is al- 
nughty, and that the creation ministers to His most godlike 
commands. 


And when He ceased s8peaking, He s8aid unto Simon, Launch 


out into the deep. 


As He had now taught them sufficiently, and it was fitting 
also to add some divine work to His words for the benefit of 
the spectators, He bade Simon and his companions push off a 
little from the land, and let down the net for a draught. But 
they replied, that they had been labouring the whole night, 
and had canght nothing: in the name, however, of Christ, they 
let down the net, and immediately it was full of fish ; in order 
that by a visible fact, and by a type and representation, mira- 
culously enacted, they might be fully convinced that their la- 
bour would not be unrewarded, nor the zeal fruitless which 
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Ez. xx11. 26. 
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they displayed in spreading out the net of the Gospel teach- 
ng; for that most certainly they should catch within it the 
shoals of the heathen. But observe this, that neither Simon 
nor his companions could draw the net to land ; and therefore, 
being speechless from fright and astonishment :—for their won- 
der had made them mute :—they beckoned, it says, to their 
partners, those, that 1s, who shared their labours in fishing, to 
come and help them in securing their prey. For many have 
taken part with the holy Apostles in their labours, and still do 
80, especially snch as search into the meaning of what 1s writ- 
ten in the holy Gospels; and others besides them, even the 
pastors and teachers and rulers of the people, who are skilled 
in the doctrines of truth. For till is the net drawn, while 
Christ fills it, and summons unto conversion those in the depths 
of the sea, according to the Scripture phrase ; those, that 1s to 
8ay, who hve in the surge and waves of worldly things. 


And when Simon Peter 8am tit. 


For this reason also Peter, carried . back to the memory of 
Ins former sins, trembles and 1s afraid, and as being impure 
ventures not to receive Him Who 1s pure: and his fear was 
laudable : for he had been taught by the law to distinguish be- 
tween the holy and the profane. 


And behold a man full of leprosy. 


The faith, however, of him who drew near 1s worthy of all 
praise : for he testifies that the Emmanuel can successfully 
accomplish all things, and seeks deliverance by His godlike 
commands, although his malady was incurable : for leprosy 
will not yield to the s8kill of physicians. I see, however, he 
says, the unclean demons expelled by a godhke authority : I 
ee others set free from many diseases : I recognise that 8uch 
things are wrought by some divine and resistless force : I see, 
further, that He 1s good, and most ready to pity those who 
draw near unto Him : what therefore forbids His taking pity 
on me also? And what 1s Christ's answer ! He confirms His 
faith, and produces tull assurance upon this very point. For 
He accepts His petition, and confesses that He is able, and 
8ays, © I will: be thou cleansed.” He prants him also the 
touch of His holy and all-powerful hand, and immediately the 
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leprosy departed from him, and his affliction was at an end. 
And in this join with me in wondering at Christ thus exer- 
cising at the same time both a divine and a bodily power. For ql 
it was a divine act $0 to will, as for all that He willed to be 
present unto Him : but to stretch out the hand was a human 
act : Christ therefore 1s perceived to be Onet of both, if, as 1s es & &- 'B 
the case, the Word was made flesh. IL each | 


And He charged him to tell no man. Ver. 14. 11 


Even though the leper had been &ilent, the very nature of = 
the fact was enough to proclaim to all who knew him how | 
great was His power Who had wrought the cure. But He bids = 
him tell no man : and why? That they wi.o receive from God | 
the gift of working cures may hereby learn not to look for the | 
applause of those whom they have healed, nor indeed any one's 
praises whatsoever, lest they fall a prey unto pride, of all vices nf 
the most disgraceful. 8 

He purposely, however, bids the leper offer unto the | 
priests the gift according to the law of Moses. For 1t was 
indeed confessedly His wish to put away the shadow, and 
transform the types unto a $piritual s8ervice. As the Jews, 
however, because as yet they did not beheve on Him, at- 
tached themselves to the commands of Moses, supposing 
their ancient customs to be till in force, He gives leave to ii 
the leper to make the offering for a testimony unto them. 

And what was His object in granting this permission ! It was 
because the Jews, using ever as a pretext their respect for the 
law, and saying that the hierophant Moses was the minister of 
a commandment from on high, made it their endeavour to 
treat with contempt Christ the Saviour of us all. They even 
$md plainly, © We know that God spake unto Moses : but This John ix.29. 
* man, we know not whence He 1s.” It was necessary, there- 
fore, for them to be convinced by actual facts that the measure 
of Moxes 1s inferior to the glory of Christ : © For he indeed as Heb. iii. 5. 
* a servant was faithful over his house; but the other as a Son 
** over His Father's house.” From this very healing, then, of 
the leper, we may most plainly see that Christ 1s incomparably 
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Superior to the Moxaic law. For Mariam," the sister of Moses, 
was herself struck with leprosy tor speaking against hun : 
and at this Moses was greatly distressed ; and when he was 
unable to remove the disease from the woman, he fell down 
before God, saying, © O God, I beseech Thee, heal her.” Ob- 
serve this, then, carefully : on the one hand, tnere was a re- 
quest ; he 8ought by prayer to obtain mercy from above : but 
the Saviour of all spake with godlike authority, © I will : be 
« thou cleansed.” The removal therefore of the leprosy was a 
testimony to the priests, and by it those who assign the chief 
rank to Moses may know that they are straying from the 
truth. For it was fitting, even highly fitting, to regard Moses 
with admiration as a minister of the jaw, and servant of the 
grace that was spoken of angels; but far greater must be our 
admiration of the Emmanuel, and the glory we render Him as 
very Son of God the Father. 

And whoever will may see the profound and nughty mystery 
of Christ written for our benefit in Leviticus. For the law of 
Moses declares the leper defiled, and gives orders for him to 
be put out of the camp as unclean: but should the malady ever 
be alleviated, it commands that he should then be capable of 
readmnission. Moreover 1t clearly specifies the manner in which 
he 18 to be pronounced clean, thus saying ; © This 1s the law of 
«the leper on whatsoever day he shall have been cleansed, 
*« and $hall be brought unto the priest. And the priest shall 
« g0 out of the camp, and the priest shall see him, and behold, 
« the touch of the leprosy 1s healed from the leper : and the 
« Ingh priest shall command, and they shall take for him who 
«18 cleansed two living clean birds ; and the high priest shall 
command, and they shall kill the one into an earthen vessel 
* over hving water: and he shall take the living bird, and dip 
* 1t into the blood of the bird that was killed over the -living 
water, and shall sprinkle it seven times over the man cleansed 
* of the leprosy, and he shall be cleansed : and he shall send 
*« away the living bird into the field.” The birds then are two 
in number, both without stain, that is, clean, and liable to no 
fault on the part of the law : and the one of them is slain over 
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living water, but the other, being saved from slaughter, and 
further baptized in the blood of that winch died, 1s let loose. 

This type, then, represents to us the great and adorable 
mystery of our Saviour, For the Word was from above, even 
from the Father, from heaven; for which reason He 1s very 
ftitly compared to a bird : for though He came down for the 
dispensation's sake to bear our I:keness, and took the form of 
a slave, yet even 80 He was from above.—Yea, He even, when 
speaking to the Jews, said 80 plainly, © Ye are from beneath : John viii. 
«1 am from above.” And again, © No one hath ascended 7?” _. 

; John in. 13, 

* up into heaven, but the Son of man That came down from 
© heaven.” As therefore I just now said, even when He be- 
came flesh, that 1s, perfect man, He was not earthy, not made 
of clay as we are, but heavenly and superior to things worldly 
in respect of that wherein He 1s perceived to be God. We may 
8ee, then, in the birds (offered at the cleansing of the leper), 
Christ s8uffering mdeed mn the flesh according to the Serip- 1 Pet. iv. r. 
tures, but remaining also beyond the power of suffering ; and 
dying in His human nature, but living in His divine; for the 
Word 1s Life. Yea, too, the very wise disciple said, © that He 1 Pet. wi.18. 
*« was put to death mm the flesh, but made to hve in the spirit.” 
But though the Word could not possibly admit the suffering 
of death into His own nature, yet He appropriates to Hinselt 
that which His flesh suffered : for the living bird was baptized 
in the blood of the dead one; and thus stained with blood, and 
all but made partaker of the passion, it was sent forth into the 
wilderness. And 80 did the Only-begotten Word of God return 
unto the heavens, with the flesh united unto Him. And strange 
was the sight in heaven, yea, the throng of angels marvelled 
when they saw in form hke unto us the King of earth, and 
Lord of might: moreover they said, © Who is This that cometh Ts. 1xiii. x. 
* from Edom !—meaning thereby the earth :—the redness of 
* His garments 1s from Bosor :”* the interpretation of which 
is flesh, as being a narrowing and pressing. Then too they 


* OyÞ2 sIgnifies © cohibut, ar- however deriving *« flesh,” there 1s 
ewt,” and thence in Piel munivit, a confusion between it and W2, 
Its derivatives v2, Deut. iv. 43., originally 1Þ2, flesk, which has the 
and Nn1y2, Is. Ixini. 1., signify same sound as Bosor, and only dif- 
** a fortified town.” The mean- fers from 5y2 by having another 
mgs therefore of © narrowing” and sibilant. 

** pressing” are correct. In thence 
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inquired, © Are 8ch the wounds in the middle of Thy 
*« hands!” and He answered, © With these was I wounded 
«mm the house of My beloved.” For just as after His re- 
turn to life from the dead, when shewing, with most wise pur- 
pose, His hands unto Thomas, He bade him handle both the 
prints of the nails, and the holes bored in His ide : 80 also, 
when arrived in heaven, He gave full proot to the holy angels, 
that Israel was justly cast out and fallen from being of His fa- 
mily. For this reason, He shewed His garment stained with 
blood, and the wounds in His hands, and not as though He 
could not put them away ; for when He rose from the dead, 
He put off corruption, and with it all its marks and attributes : 
He retained them therefore, that the manifold wisdom of God, 
which He wrought in Christ, might now be made known by 
the Church, according to the plan of salvation, to principalities 
and powers. 

But perhaps some one will say, How can you affirm that 
Jesus Christ is one and the same Son and Lord, when there 
were two birds offered! Does not the law very plainly 
hereby shew that there are certainly two Sons and Christs ! 
Yes, verily, men? have ere now been brought to such a pitch 
of impiety, as both to think and say, that the Word of God 
the Father is one Christ separately by Himself, and that He 
Who is of the seed of David is another. But we reply to those 
who, in their ignorance, imagine such to be the case, what the 
divine Paul writes, © One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” If, 
therefore, they affirm that there are two Sons, necessarily 
there must be two Lords, and two faiths, and the same number 
of baptisms : and therefore, though he has Christ speaking 
within him, as he hinself affirms, yet will his teaching be 
false. But this cannot be: away with such a thought! We 
therefore acknowledge one Lord, even the Only-begotten in- 
carnate Word of God : not putting apart the manhood and the 
Godhead, but earnestly affirming that the Word of God the 
Father Himself became man while continuing to be God. 

And next, let those who hold a contrary opinion be the 


Y 'The Neztorians, to whom this © the same Son and Lord,” was 
doctrine 1s several times expressly afterwards formally enacted by the 


assigned by S. Cyrl in this Com- Council of Chalcedon, Cf, above, 
mentary. 'The phrase, © one and 
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Speakers. * * If, they say, there are two Sons, one specially of 
* the 8eed of Dayid, and the other again separately the Word 
* of God the Father; must not the Word of God the Father be 
* 8UPer10r in nature to him of the 8eed of David ? What, then, 
*$hall we do in secing the two birds, not distinct in nature from 
* one another, but, on the contrary, of the same kind, and in no 
* point, as regards specific difference, unlike one another.” But 
they gain nothing by their argument ; for great is the distance 
between the Godhead and the manhood : and in the explana- 
tion of examples, we are to understand them according to their 
fitting analogy; for they fall short of the truth, and often 
effect but a partial demonstration of the things signified by 
them, We say, moreover, that the law was a sort of shadow 
and type, and a painting, as 1t were, setting things forth before 
the view of the spectators: but in the pictorial art, the shadows 
are the foundations for the colours ; and when the bright hues 
of the colours have been laid upon them, then at length the 
beauty of the painting will flash forth. And in ke manner, 
Since it was fitting for the law of Moses to delineate clearly 
the mystery of Christ, 1t does not manifest Him as both dying 
and at the same time living in one and the same bird, lest what 
was done should have the look of a theatrical juggle ; but 1t 
contained Him, as suffering slaughter in the one bird, and in 
the other displayed the same Chnist as alive and set free. 

But I will endeavour to shew that my argument here does 
not go beyond the bounds of probability by means of another 
Instory. For were any one of our community to wish to see 
the history of Abraham depicted as in a painting, how would 
the artist represent him ? as doing every thing at once ! or as 
in turn, and variously acting in many different modes, though 
all the while the same one person ? I mean, for instance, as at 
one time sitting upon the ass with the lad accompanying him, 
and the servyants following behind: then again the ass left with 
the seryants, Isaac laden with the wood, and himself carrying 
in his hands the knife and the fire : then in another compart- 
ment, the same Abraham in a very different attitude, with the 
lad bound upon the wood, and his right hand armed with the 


Z The Monophysites, whose doctrines Eutyches snbsequently pushed to 
an extreme, 
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knife ready to strike the blow. Yet it would not be a different 
Abraham in each place, though represented in very many dif- 


Wt ferent forms in the painting, but one and the same everywhere, 
040k; the painter's art conforming itse!f constantly to the require- 
WH ments of the things to be represented. For it would be impos- , 
Wi!!! | | S$1ble in one representation to see him performing all the above- 
W || mentioned acts. So therefore the law was a painting and type 


of things travailling with truth, and therefore even though 
there were two birds, yet was He Who was represented in 
both but One, as suffering and free from suffering, as dying 
and superior to death, and mounting up unto heaven as a sort 
of second firstfruits of human nature renewed unto incorrup- 
tion. For He has made a new pathway for us unto that which 
is above, and we in due time $hall follow Him. That the one 
bird then was slain, and that the other was baptized indeed in 
its blood, while itself exempt from slaughter, typified what was 
really to happen. For Christ died in our stead, and we, who 


have been baptized into His death, He has saved by His own 
blood. 
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Ver. 17. And He Himself was teaching, and the Pharisees were 
Sitting. 

Around Him verily was a company of the envious, scribes, 
that 1s, and pharisees, who were s$pectators of His wonderful 
works, and listened as He taught : © and the power of God 

adr6y, with © was present, it says, to heal him.” Is this spoken as though 
; God gave Him the ability to perform the miracles! Did He 
borrow of another the power! But who would venture to 

affirm this! Rather it was He Himself, working by His own 

power, as God and Lord, and not as partaker of some divine 

grace. For men indeed often, even after being counted worthy 

of spiritual gifts, yet s0metimes occasionally prove infirm, ac- 

cording to the proportion known to Him Who distributes these 

divine graces. But in the case of the Saviour of us all, there 

was nought such as this; but His power to heal him was not 


a human power, but rather one divine and uwresistible : for He 
was God and the Son of God. 
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From Christ alone teaches as being the (true) teacher, and the 
| Cod. D. wisdom of the Father. For all the rest teach as receiving from 
il Him. © And there was also, 1t says, the power of the Lord 
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« upon Him to heal all;”” which means that His power to heal 1-3 
was not human, but divine and irresistible. For the rest of the HE 
saints at one time receive the power to work cures, and at an- | 
other time, not : but Jesus, as being God, and the power of 1:4 
the Father, ever healed all.* 
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And behold certain bringing on a bed a man who was Ver. 18. 
paralytic. 


When, then, no small number, as it says, of scribes and pha- From 
risees, were assembled together, behold certain bringing upon C94 Þ- 
a bed a man who was paralytic; and not being able to come 
in by the door, they carried him up to the root, to attempt a 
strange and novelÞ deed. For having pulled up the tiling, they 
removed the wood laid there: and till, while this was being 145 
done, both Jesus waited patiently, and those who were present | i 
kept 8ilence, watching for the result, and wishing to see what 
He would say and do. Having uncovered, therefore, the roof, 41 
they let down the bed, and lay the paralytic in the midst. {31 
What then does the Lord do! Having seen their faith, i" 
—not that of the paralytic, but of the bearers; for 1t 1s possIble 
for one to be healed by the faith of others; or, perceiving that 
the paralytic also believed, He healed him. It is poss1ble, how- 
ever, that the place into which they let down the bed of the 
paralytic through the tiles was open to the air, 80 that they i 
would not have at all to break up the roof. But when the 148 
Saviour says to him, © Man, thy sins are forgiven thee,” He 
addresses this generally to mankind : for those who beheve in | {| 
Him, being healed of tho diseases of the soul, will receive 1121 
forgiveness of the sins which formerly they had committed. ['i] 
Or He may mean this; I must heal thy soul before I heal thy 1 
body : for if this be not done, by obtaining strength to walk, i ; 
thou dost but 8in the more: and even though thou hast not = 


a This passage being evidently the difficult reading of the old MSS. 
collected out of the preceding, avroy into navras. 


'2 8hews that the writers of the 8maller b Mai has «ev@, but translates as Wt 
EF” Catenz rather gave an epitome in if the MS. had kawgy. Cr. reads =! 


their own words than an exact «aw®. is. 
transeript of the Fathers. It changes 
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asked for this, yet I as God sce the maladies of the soul, which 
brought upon thee this disease.s® 

And as 1t was necessary, now that 80 large a number of 
sribes and pharisees had assembled, that some especially d1- 
vine miracle should be wrought for their benefit, because of 
the scorn with which they regarded Him, well does the Saviour 
provide again for them a most wonderful deed. For there was 
Stretched upon a bed a paralytic, overcome with an incurable 
disease: and as the art of the physicians had proved altogether 
unavailing, he was carried by his relatives to the Physican 
Who is from «above, even from heaven. And when he was in 
the presence of Him Who 1s able to heal, Iis faith was ac- 
cepted : and that faith can take away sin, Christ inmedaately 
$hews; for He proclaims to him as he lay there, * Thy sms are 
« forgiven thee.” Now some one, I imagine, may say to this; 
What he wanted was to be delivered from his disease ; and why, 
then, does Christ announce to him the forgiveness of his in !? 
It was that thou mayest learn that God silently and no1selessly 
observes the affairs of men, and watches the course of each 
one's hfe ; and 80 1t 1s written, © The paths of a man are be- 
* fore the eyes of God; and He looks at all his tracks.” And 
as He is good, and willeth that all men should be saved, He 
often purifies those who are entangled in sms by inflicting s1ck- 
ness upon their body. For 80 Re somewhere says by the voice 
of Jeremiah, © Thou shalt be taught, O Jerusalem, by labour 
«and the scourge.” And the writer of the book of Proverbs 
also has somewhere sa1d, © My s80n, despise not thou the teach- 
« ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou art convicted by Him, 
* for whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
* every s0n whom He accepteth.” Well, therefore, does Christ 
announce that He will cut away the cause of the disease, and 
the very root, as 1t were, of the malady, even in : for if this 
be removed, necessarily must the disease which sprung from it 
be also at the same time taken away. 


© 'This extract from D., which I cious, I find assigned in Cramer's 
had previously marked as 8uspi- Catena to Titus Bostrensis. 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 


And the scribes and pharisees began to reason; 8aying. Ver. 21. 


He then, as was said, being endowed with a most godlike 
authority, declared the forgiveness of sins. But the declara- 
tion disturbs again the ignorant and envious gang of the Pha- 
risees : for they said one to another, © Who is This That 
« speaketh blasphemies ?” But thou wouldest not have said 
this of Him, O Pharisee, if thou hadst known the divine 
Scriptures, and borne in mind the words of prophecy, and 
understood the adorable and mighty mystery of the incarna- 
tion. But now they involve Him in a charge of blasphemy, 
determining against Him the uttermost penalty, and condemn- 
ing Him to death : for the law of Moses commanded that who- Lev. xxiv. 
ever spake blasphemies against God, should suffer death. But ® 
no s0oner have they arrived at this height of daring, than He 
shews forthwith that He is God, to convict them once more of 
intolerable 1mpiety. © For what, saith He, reason ye in your 
* hearts ?” If thon, therefore, O Pharisee, sayest, who can for- 
give 8ins but One, God; I will also say to thee, Who can know 
hearts, and see the thoughts hidden in the depth of the under- 
Standing, but God only! For He saith Himself somewhere 


by the voice of the prophets, © I am the Lord that searcheth Jer.xvii.1o. 


« hearts, and trieth reins.” And David also 841d somewhere 
concerning both Him and us, © He Who <&ingly formed their Ps. xxxiii. 
*« hearts.” He therefore Who as God knows both the hearts '* 

and reins, as God also forgives ins. 


But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power, Ver. 24. 


But inasmuch as a place till remains open for disbehef, in 
Saying, © Thy sins be forgiven thee :”—for man sees not the 
forgiven sins with the eyes of the body, whereas the putting off 
of the disease, and the paralytic's rising up and walking 
carries with it a clear demonstration of a godtike power :—He 
adds, © Rise up and carry thy bed, and go to thine house :” 
and this was done, for he returned unto his house, delivered 
from the infirmity under which te had $0 long suffered. It is 
proved therefore by the very fact, that * the Son® of man has 


4 In Syriac, the ordinary lan- was upon earth, the phrase © son of 
guage of Palestine when our Lord © man,” is equivalent to man s1mply : 


M 2 


i ou Gs AT ap Ou RAT HR , 
us Py —_ Ot” MES) 


ante © 


4 g i bs _ Yi $002 $6 TY when 4s FY —_ 
PHB Hed 4 ES Sr Gets ie DUES " 
t 3 Es Bia tie en wo Cos ir il ING _ - 4 as Cars AP. 
bag ts 7, * Ke p ONE et wi, 2:2 En 2 EY ts a * 
9 * et et Myra ., Kr ed rad 7 SES Rs BE IR Be » a BE Bn 5. fares; 5H - - 
EH » Ws A andy 1s” e 2099 . 
eddgs.c wth ge ; "I 


= eg eos neg 
i dep ay } Sho 
Ape 


Ln Aeneas. ae" ; ds os 09% arytr try a 4 £ i S br ep nr. b 0 Or rib 244 rs. eee tvs Er FE 
« MS. « J » Fg oth 6 A A A Tons . IO ep” 
v _ . wo pac 5; k ney Tn IO 0 


RE pony 19"... Song 
IEEE Nan ng Sf» 


oO 
# 2 aate« jd - © 44 S262. dd * 
Pk RE Ye con vs pots IG PE 62 
Rd tans 39% + + > REIN Jo ts 
ks 
Aom4g0 oak on Sk nr; Rs autos 
-; oo Sept Pn R h 


» = 
Menon COS Cha, om 


f AA m4 - 
= BL Ioiogogs +98 6; $97) WW -*; 
RE IIE 
NOIOIGS Sewng tn 

hn Ap oi 


& * Ys þ - 
EO an - FR 
SEES 
we 
"= _ DT” TNT ERS 
5 We ATVL: 20 CN Ras La rs rt nd. 1 
s SW IE nn: 2 9 Fe 4% root ins 
a _ ” OI" PEI! = _ 


Mat. xviii. 
18, 


John xx. 
23. 
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'« power on earth to forgive sins.” But of whom says He this ! 
Is it of Himself, or also of us? Both the one and the other are 
true. For He forgives sins as being the Incarnate God, the 
Lord of the law: and we too have received from Him this 
splendid and most admirable grace. For He hath crowned 
man's nature with this great honour also, having even said to 
the holy apostles, © Verily I say unto you, whatsoever things 
*« ye bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : and whatscever 
* things ye loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” And 
again, © Whosesoever ins ye remit, they shall be remitted unto 
* them: and whosesoever ye bind 8hall be bound.” And 


what is the occasion on which we find Him thus speaking unto 


John xx. 
22. 


Ver. 37. 


them ? It was after He had trampled upon the power of death, 
and risen from the grave, when He breathed upon them, and 
821d, © Receive the Holy Ghost.” For having made them 
partakers of His nature, and bestowed upon them the 1n- 
dwelling of the Holy Ghost, He also made them sharers of His 
glory, by giving them power both to remit and to bind ns. 
And as we have been commanded to perform this very act, 
how must not He much more Himself remit sins, when He 
giveth unto others authority to enable them to do 80 ? 


And He saw a publican named Levi. 


For Levi was a publican, a man insatiable after filthy lucre, 
of unbridled covetousness, careless of justice in his eagerness 
after what was not his own ; for s8uch was the character of the 
publicans : yet was he snatched from the very workshop of 
iniquity, and saved beyond hope, at the call of Christ the 
Saviour of us all. For He 8aid unto him, © Follow Me: and 
** he left all and followed Him.” Seest thou that most wise 


and the word c@a| © man' 8ignifies 


* any,” * s0me,”” 80 that we even find 
al {oaS], literally Deus homo, 
as the translation of Oeos Tis. In 
Hebrew W138 is seldom found, ex- 
cept in poetry, but. men are called 
« cons of Adam,” and Adam 1s even 
used simply for © any one,” as in 
Lev. 1. 2. *© Son of man” therefore 
8ignifies man absolutely, and 80 even 


Adam is called |. a24.2, son of man, 
in the Syriac version of 1 Cor. xv. 
45. This 8ometimes leads to an am- 
biguity m Scripture, as that noticed 
in the text by S. Cyril: and again, 
Luke vi. 5, where 8ome interpret 
that our Saviour is Lord of the 
Sabbath day, whereas the gense re- 
quires us to understand it of man- 
kind generally. 
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Paul truly 8ays, that © Christ came to save sinners ?”* Secxt 1 Tim. i.15. 
thou how the Only-begotten Word of God, having taken upon 
Him the flesh, transferred unto Himself the devil's goods ? 


FROM SERMON XX1I. From the 
Syriac 
EXPLANATION OF WHAT FOLLOWS. MS. 12,154. 


* Or how can a man enter the honse of the strong man, and Matt. xii, 
*« gpoil his vyessels, unless first he have bound the strong man, 7 
* and then he will 8poil his vessels.” By the house of the 
strong man, that 18 of Satan, He means this country upon 
earth, and his vessels are those who are likeminded with him. 
For just as we call the saints holy vessels, s0 there is nothing Cf. Rom. 
to prevent our giving the name of © vessels of the devil” to © 7 
those who are the contrivers of all wickedness. The Only- 
begotten Word therefore of God at His incarnation entered 
into the 8trong man's house, even into this world, and having 
bound him, and **sunk him in fetters of darkness,” as 1t is 2 Pet. Þ. 4 
written, spoiled his goods. 

And Ley! verily was saved, while in us the deed suggests From Mai. 
happy hopes; for by the very fact we are taught that repent- 
ance will sxaye. Yea, moreover, God Himself, Who is Lord of 
all, shall be our surety, where He says by the voice of the 
prophet, © Return unto Me, and be ye 8aved, even from the 1s. zlv. 22. 
« ends of the earth.” 


FROM THE SAME SERMON. From the 
SyTIAc, as 


bove. 110Þ 
EXPLANATION OP WHAT FOLLOWS. GFR ll - 
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'« Which of you that has a hundred sheep, and has lost one Mat. xviii. 
* of them, will not leave the ninety-nine in the mountain, and **: 
« go and seek that which has gone astray ! And if he chance 
« to find it, verily I say unto you, that he rejoices more in 
«it, than in the ninety-nine which went not astray.”” For 
the multitude of rational created beings which form Christ's 
flock in heayen and on earth 1s innumerable, and $0 great as 


From Mai. 


Ver. 30. 


Luke xvin, 
4. 
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even to mount up unto a perfect number. For this 1s what 1s 
Signified to us by the term © one hundred.” The companies 
then of the holy angels are the ninety-nine; for, as I smid, 
they are many : but the flock on earth is one, but yet useful to 
complete the number, and sought for also by Christ. Did He 
then seek 1t as that which was lost, or as that which had not 
yet suffered this! But 1t 1s plain that that which 1s lost 1s 
Sought for. In what manner then had it been lost ? By being 
brought down into sin : by wandering from the divine will, and 
going far astray from the universal Shepherd. 

But none of these things moved the Pharisees : on the con- 
trary, they find fault with them to the disciples ; for Isten, 


And their scribes and pharisees murmured, 8aying unto 
His discaples : 


There are however some® who endeavour to deprive those 
entangled in sin of the divine gentleness : for they do not 
admit of repentance, but as it were rebuke the Saviour for 
Secking His own, and gathering from every quarter that which 
was scattered : and to these we 8ay, The pharisees set you the 
example of murmuring, when they saw Levi called, and a 
crowd of publicans gathered together, and feasting with Christ 
the Saviour of us all. And going up to the holy apostles, they 
vented their blame, saying, © Why do ye eat and drink with 
* the publicans?” But they had for answer, * They that are 
© whole need not a physician.” For the Saviour of all, as 
being the physician of spirits, does not withdraw from 
those in need of Him, but as being able to cleanse them, 
purposely conversed with those not as yet purified of their 
sins. But let us see, O pharisee, the overweening pride of 
thy disposition : for let us take Christ Himself, to Whom all 
things are known, as the expounder of the great blame that 
thou broughtest upon thyself by thy overbearing treatment of 
sinners. For speaking of a Pharisxee who vaunted himself 
when praying, and of a certain publican who accused humself, 
He aid, © Verily I say unto you, that he went down justified 
* to his house rather than that Pharisee.” The publican 


e The Novatians are probably than once referred to in the course 
meant, who subsequently are more of the Commentary. 
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therefore, who confessed his in, 1s justified rather than the 
haughty Pharisee. But for what reasxon do the Pharisees 

blame the Saviour for eating with sinners? Because 1t was 

the law to put a distinction between the holy and the profane : Lev. x. 10. 
that 1s, that whatever was hallowed was not to be brought into 

contact with things profane. They made the accusation 
therefore as vindicating the law forsooth : but really 1t was 

envy against the Lord, and readiness to find fault. But He 

Shews them that He 1s present now, not as a judge, but as a 
physician ; and performs the proper duty of the phys1cian's J! 
office, in being in the company of those in need of healing. | Ih 
But no s00ner had they received an explanation of their first Wa 
accusation, than they bring forward another, finding fault 
becanse His disciples did not fast, wishing to obtain hereby an 
opportunity against Humselff. 

But observe their perseverance in mahece : for no s00ner | 8 
have they received an explanation of their first accusation, it 
than they change from one thing to another, in the hope of 
finding an opportunity of convicting the holy disciples, and 


Jesus Hunself, of disregard of the law. But they are told in 0 
reply, now 1s the bride-chamber, the time of calling, the time | 
of instruction : the children are being nursed up; those who 10 
are called are being fed with milk : fasting is not yet season- I 
able. For yes! say they, you feast with pubhcans and sinners, l} 
although the law commands that the pure should not hold '1} 
intercourse with the impure : and your pretext for transgressing [4] 


the law is your love for mankind. But why fast ye not 
according to the custom of the just, and those who wish to live '3 
according to the law? But in answer to such objections one ty 
may 8ay, Do you understand at all yourself, O Jew, the proper w 
method of fasting ! For as the prophet Isaiah says, © On the Is. lviii. 3. F 
* days of your fasts ye find your own wills, and goad all who 

* are subject unto you. If ye fast for lawsuits and contentions, Ed 
* and strike the lowly with fists, why fast ye for Me ? This 1s 40 


f'This extract, and some 8entences xxxili. in the Bodieian, that the Ca- 
in the next, apparently belong to tena upon that Evangelist is to be 
the Commentary upon St. Mark, as8igned to S, Cyril, rather than to 1 
cf, c. It. vv. 17, 18, and confirm Victor of Antioch; who possibly 
Cramer's opinion, upon the au- nevertheless compiled it, as in many 
thority of the Laudian Greek Codex codices it bears his name. 
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©* not the fast I have chosen, saith the Lord.” And dost thou 
then, when thou thyself knowest not how to fast, blame the 
holy apostles for not fasting after thy fashion ! 

And to view it in another light, those who are made wise by 
the new covenant in Christ, fast rationally ; that is, by humbling 
themselves in the eyes of God, and imposing upon themselves 
as it were a voluntary sentence of labour and abstinence, that 
they may obtain forgiveness of their offences, 95r win s8ome 
fresh spiritual gift, or even to mortify the law of sin that 1s 1n 
their fleshly members. But this mode of fasting thou art 
ignorant of, O Pharisee! For thou hast refused to receive the 
heavenly Bridegroom, Who is the planter and teacher of every 
virtue, even Christ. Moreover, the saints indeed fast that 
they may quell the passions of the body by exhausting 1t : but 
Christ needed not to fast for the perfecting of virtue, because, 
as being God, He was free from all passion ; nor did His com- 
panons, because they received of His grace, and were made 
strong, and wrought virtue even without fasting. And even 
though He fasted for the forty days, it was not to mortify 
any pass1ons in Himself, but to set an example for men in His 
own conduet of the law of abstinence. With good reason there- 


fore He detends Himself by the words which the Evangelist 
goes on to record. 


But He s8aid unto them, Can ye make the 80ns of the bride- 
chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them ? 


Observe, I pray again, the manner in which Christ shews 
that they have no share in the feast, but are altogether 
Strangers to the joy felt on His account, and without part in 
the world's great festival. For the revelation of our Saviour 
to the world was nothing else than a general festival, at which 
He spwritually united to Himself the nature of man, to be as it 
were His bride: that she who had been long barren might be 
fruitful, and blessed with a numerous offspring. All therefore 
are the children of the bridechamber who are called by Him 
through the new message of the Gospel : but not the scribes 
and Pharisees, who attached themselves solely to the shadow 
of the law. But as He bad once granted permission to the 
children of the bridechamber not to afflict themselves, as a 
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a concess1on 8uitable to the season, inasmuch as they were 


keeping a spiritual feast, that fasting might not be entirely jl 
rejected by us, He adds most suitably, MH 


1 But the days will come, when also the bridegroom s8hall be ves. 3s. | 
| taken away from them ; then shall they fast in those days. | 
i 

For all things are good in their season. But what is the LD 

meaning of the bridegroom being taken away ſrom them ? It =o 

is His being taken up into heaven. | Wi 

Wt; 

And He 8pake also a parable unto them. Ver. 36. þ 4 


But that the institutions of Christ cannot be received by 
those who hve according to the law, nor admitted into the 
hearts of such as have not as yet received the renewing by 
the Holy Ghost, the Lord shews by saying, that «a tattered 
* patch cannot be put upon a new garment, nor can old skins 
* hold new wine.” For the first covenant has grown old, nor 
was it free from fault. Those therefore who adhere to it, and "4 
Li keep at heart the antiquated commandment, have no share in 
F the new order of things in Christ : & For in Him all things are 2 Cor. v. 
j *« become new :” but their mind being decayed, they have no 77: 
concord nor point of mutual agreement with the munisters of tepoupyots. 
the new covenant. The God of all accordingly somewhere 
sa1d of them by one of the holy prophets, that © a new heart Ez. xxxvi. ſu 
*« and a new 8pirit will I put into them.” And David also ?* T4 
Sings, © Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Þs. li. 10. 
« gpirit within me.” And we have been commanded also ** to og. iii. 9. 
*« put off the old man, and to put on the new man, renewed 
* after the image of Him that created it.” And Paul also 
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gives counsel, saying, © Be ye not conformed to this world, but Rom. xii. 2. 311k 
* be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds, that ye Ws 
* may prove what 1s the good and acceptable, and perfect will ['l 
* of God.” Those therefore who have not as yet received the 'T'4 
renewing of the spirit, are also unable to prove the good and bs 


acceptable, and perfect will of God. ' | 
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From the FROM SERMON XXII. 


SYTIAC, As ; 
before. EXPLANATION OP THAT WHICH 18S BELOW. 


* And no man puts new wine into old skins.” The heart of 
the Jews then 1s an old skin, and therefore cannot hold the 
new wine : for this 1s the saving commandment of the Gospel, 

Ps.civ. 15. making glad the heart of man. But Christ hath filled us with 
these great blessings, by bountifully endowing us with spiritual 
gifts, and opening the pathway wide unto all virtue, 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbaths ? Ver. 2. 


Yet a new covenant God promizeth us, now that © the first From Mai. 
* hath waxed old and is near to vanish away,” according to the To Loa 
words of the divine Pan]. Yea, He even says by one of the 
holy prophets, * Behold the days come, saith the Lord, when I Jer. xxxi. 
« will perfect with the house of Israel, and with the house of *" 
* Judah, a new covenant : not according to the covenant which 
* I made with their fathers in the day when I took hold of 
* their hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.” It 
therefore the new covenant 1s the second, and different from 
the first, there 1s every necessity for those who wish to hve 
according to it, to abandon the old laws, and conform to those 
which will guide them into the newness of the gospel polity. 
But of all this we can see that the Seribes and Pharisees com- 
prehended nothing : for being altogether destitute of know- 
ledge of the sacred Scriptures, they had but one sole purpose, 
on every occas1on to find fault with the divine and heavenly 
preaching. They he in weit therefore for the holy apostles in 
their constant attendance upon our common Saviour Christ, 
and tell Him concerning them ; © Behold we see those who are 
* under Thy instruction acting contrary to the precepts of the 
* law : for they do what 1t 1s not lawful to do on the sabbaths : 
* for while the law enjoins men to do no work on the s8abbath, 
* and to meddle with no labour whatsoever, the disciples are 
** rubbing ears of corn with their hands.” But tell me, dost 
not thou thyself, when setting thy sabbath meal, break the 
bread? Why then dost thou blame others! But that we may 
use against thee the bulwark of the Saviour's words, listen ; 


And Jesus answered and said unto them, Have ye not even Ver. 3. 
read what David did ...!? 


Now even though David thus acted contrary to what the 
law approves, yet he 1s rightly and justly esteemed by us as 
N2 


> 4 


44 Deut. 2 16, 


From the 
Syriac, ag 
before. 


Hos. vi. 6. 


Ver. 6. 


From Mai. 
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worthy of all admiration : for he was in truth a 8aint and pro- 
phet. Since, therefore, the law of Moses expressly commands, 
* Judge just judgment, and regard not the person in judg- 
© ment ;” how, saith He, condemn ye My disciples, while ye 
Still admire as a saint and prophet the blessed David, although 
he did not keep Moses' command !? 

But by the loaves (of the shewbread), there is clearly indi- 
cated to us the bread that cometh down from heaven to be set 
forth upon the holy tables of the churches : and all the furni- 
ture of the table, used for the performance of its mystical ser- 
vice, was a plain type of the divine treasures. > But spiritually 
[the bread signifies] the twelve Apostles: of whom we s8hall 


8peak in duo order, when our discourse reaches the disciples 
themselves. 


FROM SERMON XXII. 
EXPLANATION OP WHAT FOLLOWS. 


But God said, T require mercy, and not s8acrifice : and the 
acknowledgment of God, and not whole burnt offerings. 


What 1s meant by mercy! and what by sacrifice ! By mercy 
then 1s 8igmified, Justification and grace in Christ : even that 
which 1s by faith. For we have been justified, not by the works 
of the law that we have done, but by His great mercy. And 
Sacrifice means the law of Moses. 


And He was teaching : and there was a man there whose 
rught hand was withered. 


But His teaching was ever of things too high for reason, and 
such as made plain to His hearers the pathway of salvation 


bh This extract is probably a 


8AYS8, OT, Oe TuTOL XpLoToOY TOU Avw- 
8ummary of the doctrine in the De 


&- » A \ , i C \ 
Gev Kat EE ovpavod TA okevn TA iepa, 


Adorat., where m I. 459. S. Cyril 
Says, onpaiyve, pev 1 Tpaneta, Thv 
Tpoeow Exovon TOv ApTwv, Thv 
avaiuakrov Ovoiav, Ot hs evNoyou- 
pea, Tov aprov eobtovres TOY E& OV- 
pavod, TobreorL Xprorov. And speak- 
ing of the table, with its coverings 
of purple and hangings of blue, he 


0a parpov nuiv 10 mpoanodederrat 
Xoyov. The whole extract wears the 
appearance of a summary, especially 
towards the end. With the nexi 
pas8age may be compared De Ador. 
P- 345. aprots voeiobar papey Tos 
ayiovs anogaTON0vs. 
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opened through Him : and immediately after His teaching He 
displayed His godlike power, having firs by words smoothed, 
as 1t were, the road to belief. For the miracle sometimes con- 
yerts unto faith those who had disbelieved the word. But the 
Pharisees watched Him, to see if He would heal on the sab- 
bath : for such 1s the nature of an envious man, that he makes 
the praises of others food for his own disease, and wickedly 18 
maddened by their reputation. And what once more sa1d He 
to this, Who knoweth all things, Who searcheth the hearts, 
and understandeth whatever is therein ! © For with Him 1s Dan. ii. 22. 
*« the light,” as Scripture declares. © He s8pake to him that 
« had the withered hand, Stand forth into the midst.” And 
why did He do this? It might perhaps be to move the cruel 
and unpitying Pharisee to compassion : the man's malady per- 
haps might shame them, and persuade them to allay the flames 
of envy. 


I will ask you something : Is it lawful on the 8abbath days Ver. g. 
to do good, or to do evil ? 


Most wise in very deed 1s this question, and a statement 
most suwtable to meet their folly. For if it be lawful to do 
good on the sabbath, and nothing prevents the s1ck being 
pitied by God, cease thus picking up opportumties for fault- 
tinding against Christ, and bringing down on thy own head 
the sentence which the Father has decreed against those who 
d1shonour the Son : for thou hast heard Him where He says of 
Him by the voice of David, © And I will cut off His enemies Ps. lxxxix. 
*from before His face, and put to flight those that hate Him.” 73: 
But if it be not lawful to do good on the sabbath, and the law 
forbids the 8aving of life, thou hast made thyself an accuser of 
the law, thou hast slandered the commandment, for which the 
ministry of Moses 1s regarded with admiration. No, he rephes, 
the God of all did not enact the law of the sabbath for Him- 
Self, but for us rather, whose neck 18 bowed to it. Thou s8ayest 
well ; I assent to thy words ; therefore that which 1s divine 18 
free from the compulsion of the law. Why, then, dost thou 
blame Christ for wishing also to shew mercy on the sabbath, 
and benefit a living 8oul!? And were it our wish to examine 
closely the law enacted for the sabbath, we should find 1t or- 
dained by God for purposes of mercy. For He commanded to 
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do no work on the sabbath, and entirely to abstain from labour, 
and even to give rest at the same time to the irrational animals. 
For He said, that its purpose was, © that thy manservant may 
«© rest, and thy maidservant, thy ox, and thy beast of burden, 
* and all thy cattle.” But He Who has mercy on the ox and 
other animals, how would not He pity on the sabbath day a 
man who was attacked by a severe and irremediable-malady !! 


And they were filled with madness. 
Is not the miracle enough to produce faith ! Thou seest Him 


working with godlike dignity, and with sapreme power healing 


the sick, and travaillest thou with murder, bred of envy and 
malice ! 


He went out into the mountain to pray. 


All that Christ did was for our edification, and for the be- 
nefit of those who believe in Him ; and by proposing to us His 
own conduct as a sort of pattern of the spuritual mode of hfe, 
He would make us true worshippers. Let us see, therefore, in 
the pattern and example provided for us by Christ's acts, the 
manner in which we ought to make our supplications unto 
God. We must pray secretly and in concealment, and with no 
one $eeing us: for this 18 the s1gnification of Jesus going into 
the mountain alone, and praying, as 1t were, leisurely. And 
this He has Himself taught us, saying ; © But thou, when thou 
« prayest, enter into thy closet.” For we ought to pray, not 
secking after glory, but © lifting up holy hands,” while the 
80ul, as 1t were, mounts aloft to the contemplation of. God, 
withdrawing from all tuinult, and quitting worldly anxiety. 
And this we must do not with fickleness, nor with a listless 
feebleness ; but, on the contrary, with earnestness and zeal, 
and a patience worthy of admiration : for thou hast heard that 
Jesus did not merely pray, but that He also passed the night 
in this duty. 

But possibly the enemy of the truth will not endure us when 
thus speaking : for he says, © He prays and requests from the 


i This extract, which 1s taken sage in page 92, [conf. note h.], is 
from the 8ame MSS. A. and H., assigned by Cramer's MS. to Titus 
which contained the dubious pas- of Boxstra, 
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* Father what He hath not : how then do ye till say, that He 
1s both consubstantial and equal to Him in all things, and in 
*no way whatsoever unhke Him ? © For without all contro- Heb. vii. ;. 
*« yersy the less 18 blessed of the greater :” and decidedly he 
| * who gives 18 greater than he who makes request to recelve 
| * 80mething.” Let then those who peryert the right faith teach 
us first of all, of what they imagine the Son to be in need ? 
And what did He eek to obtain as not as yet possessing it ? 
He is the true light; He is in His own nature life, and the 
cause of hfe ; He 1s the Lord also of powers; He is wisdom and 
righteousness ; the Creator and framer of the umverse ; supe- 
rior to every thing that has been brought ito being ; 1s the 
] King of the uniyerse ; the dispenser of heaven and earth ; the 
1 giver, with God the Father, of every blessing. And this thou 
wilt learn by what the blessed Paul has somewhere written ; 
'« Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and our Row. i. 7. 
« Lord Jesus Christ.” He is conspicuous on the throne far 
above, and 1s glorified by the whole rational creation. Accord- 
ingly He 1s by substance the heir of all the divine dignities of 
God the Father : and therefore spake He unto Him, that © all John xvii. 
* that is Mine 1s Thine; and Thine Mine : and I am glorified rod 
* m them.” But He Who has every thing that belongs to God 
the Father as His very own, of what 1s He stll m need! Bui 
if, in fine, He 1s in need of any thing, and they affirm that this 
4 is true, there 1s nothing to prevent our saying, that there are 
certain things of which the Father Himself is in need. For if 
all that the Son has 1s the Father's, but there 1s something of 
which the Son 1s in need, therefore must the Father too be 
sI1milarly cireumstanced : for all that the Son hath is the Fa- 
ther's. But the Father 1s all perfect, and 1s deficient of no 
good whatsoever that is suitable to Deity : therefore 18 the 
Son all perfect, as having all that the Father hath, and being 
His image and the impress of His substance : but in the 1mpress 
there is displayed entirely the original form, and in the original 
form there exists entirely the impress. And thus much then as 
respects them. 
And those too who have been caught by the empty declama- 
tions of Nestorius, say that it is entirely unbefitting the Son, 
cons1dered as God by nature, to pray : and rather belongs to 
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John 1. 14. 


Heb. ii. 16. 


Ver. 13. 
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the man, * coupled with Him by way of connexion, to him, that 
is, of the 8eed of David. He it was therefore who offered up 
tho prayer. What reply, then, shall we make to this! That 
ye are utterly ignorant of the mystery of the incarnation of 
the Only-begotten. Remember the blessed Evangelist John, 
who says; © And the Word was made flesh.” And of this the 
all-wise Paul has given us a plain proof by saying concerning 
Him : « For He taketh not hold at all of the angels, but taketh 
* hold of the seed of Abraham : whence it became Him to be 
« made hke unto His brethren mm all things, that He might 
© become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertain- 
* ing unto God, to make propitiation for the ins of the people.” 
On what account therefore does Nestorius eject from the mea- 
sure of human nature Him Who, though divinely begotten as 
the Word by God the Father, yet humbled Himself unto emp- 
tying, even to becoming our brother, by being made lke unto 
us, and s1milar in all things to the inhabitants of the earth, 
8in only excepted? For having become like unto us from His 
exceeding gentleness and love to mankind, He disdains not hu- 
man things: but sets before us His conduct as a type of good- 
ness unto the end, that as I sxaid we may be earnest in follow- 
ing His footsteps. 


And when it was day, He called Hts disciples, and of them 
having chosen twelve. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ, having spent the night in prayer, 
and having conversed with His Father and God in heaven in 
a way ineffable and beyond our powers of understanding, and 
such as is known solely to Himself, —even therein making 
Himself an example unto us of that which is necessary for sal- 
vation ; for He taught as in what way we too may rightly and 
blamelessly offer our prayers :—comes down from the moun- 
tain, and appoints those who were to be the world's teachers, 


K ovvaqdevr, kara ovvapeay, 
Nestorius' favourite word : upon 
his use of which Cyril observes in 
his Commonitorium to Posidoniuus : 
« 'Therefore he always avoids the 
*« word * union,” ervwots, and calls it 


* instead ovvdqpea, a connection, 
*© hke one who 1s from without, 
*« and as God said to Jegus, As I 
* was with Moses, 80 will I also be 
* with thee.” Hard. Cone. 1. 1319. 
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according to the words He spake, © Ye are the hight of the Mat. v. 14. 
« world.” And of this appointment of the holy Apostles, the 
blessed David also makes mention, addressing himself, as it 
were, to Christ : © Thou shalt make them rulers oyer all the Ps. xlv. 16. 
* earth; they shall make mention of Thy name in every suc- 
cessive generation.” For verily, while they were in the body, 
they made mention of the glory of Christ, telling His mystery 
both in cities and villages : and now that they have been called 
to the mans1ons that are above, none the less do they still even 
thus converse with us about Him, by the most wise history 
which they have written concerning Him. And those, indeed, 
who were appointed priests according to the law of Moges, 
even Aaron and his company, were made beautiful to the 
senses by vestments suitable to their priestly dignity ; but the 
divine disciples, being adorned with spiritual gifts, had en- 
trusted to them the ministry of the Gospel oracles. For it was 
841d unto them, © Heal the sick : cast out demons: cleanse Mat. x. 8. 
© lepers: raise the dead.” And being thus invested with Christ's 
power, they have filled the whole world with astonisghment. But 
mark the extreme moderation of the Evangelist : for he does 
not s1mply say that the holy Apostles were appointed, but ra- 
ther, by introducing the record of these clief ones each by 
name, takes care that no one s8hould yenture to enrol himself 
in the company of those that were chosen. For as Paul saith, 
« No man taketh this honour upon himself, but he that 1s Heb. v. 4: 
* called by God.” And though the holy Apostles were called 
by name to this great and splendid dignity, yet from time to 
time 8ome men have gone to such a pitch of madness and au- 
dacity, as even to name themselves Apostles of Christ, and to 
usurp an honour not granted unto them, Of these the divine 
disciples have made mention ; for they say, © Such are false 2 Cor.xi.13. 
* apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into angels 
* of righteousness. And no wonder: tor Satan even transforms 
* hamself into an angel of light. It 1s no great thing, there- 
* fore, if his ministers also transform themselves into angels of 
* righteousness.” But we neither acknowledge nor will receive 
any one, except those only 80 named in the Evangehe writings, 
and him who was appointed after them, the most wise Paul : 
to whom also the Saviour Humself bore witness, saying, that 
0 
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« he 18 a vessel of election for Me, to carry My name before 
« all the heathen.” 

I The law indeed pointed them out before in type, and the 
prophets also proclaimed them. As, for instance, it 1s written 
in the Mosaic record, © And ye shall take fine flour, and make 
*« it into twelve loaves : and he shall put them in two rows 
* upon the pure table before the Lord. And ye shall put upon 
* the row frankincense and alt : and they shall be for loaves, 
* 8et before the Lord for a memorial.” For the bread that 
came down from heaven, and giveth life to the world, Who 
else can it be but Christ the Saviour of the universe ! And in 
imitation too of Him, the blessed disciples also are named 
loaves: for having been made partakers of Him Who nourishes 
us unto life eternal, they also nourish by their own writings 
those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. And as the 
Saviour Who 1s the true light called the disciples also hight :— 
« for ye are the light of the world :”"—80 also being Himself 
the bread of life, He has bestowed upon His disciples to be 
ranked as loaves.” And observe, I pray, the marvellous art 
of the law : © for ye shall put, it says, upon the loaves frank- 
« 1ncense and salt.” Now the frankincense 1s the symbol of a 
8weet odour; and the alt” that of understanding and good 
8ense : both of which existed in the highest degree mn the holy 
Apostles, For their hfe was one of a sweet sayour, as they 
also said, that © we are a sweet savour of Christ unto God :” 
and they were moreover also full of understanding, s0 that I 
hear the prophet David even singing of them im the Palms : 
«There 1s Benjamin in entrancement: the princes of Judah are 
* their leaders: the princes of Zebulon, the princes of Nephtha- 
« Iim.” For the blessed disciples were chosen out of almost 
every tribe of Israel, and were the bearers of light to the 
world, © holding up the word of life.” And the wonder indeed 


i Mars difficulty from finding 
that this passage is quoted in two 
codices as from a homily of S. Cyril, 
and also that occasionally direct ad- 
dresses are made as to persons pre- 
8ent, 1s cleared up by the Syriac, 
which shews that the whole com- 
mentary was delivered in a course 


of sermons. 

m in the original dpros both 
means *© bread,” and a © loaf:” but 
this identity of the terms cannot be 
preserved in the translation. 

n Similarly on Mat. v. 13. the 
Catenist quotes from S. Cyril, a\as 
ka\et Thv Þpovnow. 
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is this, that the sages of the Greeks possess a splendid copious- 
ness of speech, and an admirable beauty of language : but the 
disciples of our Saviour were mere artificers, and boatmen, and 
fishers, having no boast of words, no fluency of picked phrases, 
and in expression indeed were smple men, but rich i know- 
ledge: yet is the literature of the Greeks, with its sonorous 
phrases, lent; while the power of the Evangelic preaching 
has posses81on of the world. God also makes mention of them 
by the voice of Jeremiah, saying of the enemy of all, even 


though they were not his, and had caused them to be his 
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Satan ; © Woe to him, who multipheth for himself that which Habae.ii.6. 
* 18 not his, and maketh his collar thick and heavy : for 8ud- 
« denly shall they arise that shall bite him, and thy adversa- 
* ries $hall wake up, and thou shalt be their prey.” For Satan 
had gathered unto him all the inhabitants of the earth, 


worshippers, making his collar heavy : but those who were to 
plunder his goods woke up : for the net of the apostolic teach- 
ing caught all those that were in error, and brought back unto 


God the whole world. 


FROM SERMON XXV. 


EXPLANATION OF TER SAYING OF THE APOSTLE THAT FOLLOWS. From the ti 
SyTIac, + | 


Be ye like unto me, as 1 also am unto Ohrist. x Cor. xi, 1. 1:8 


AND how was the wise Paul like unto Christ? Did he Ps.xxxiii.6. LE 
establisgh the heavens, as did the Word of God? Did he &et [þ 
the earth upon its firm foundation, and bring forth the sun at 6 
and moon, and the stars, and hght! How therefore was he Wil 
like Him? By being an imitator of that human virtue, which | 
Christ shewed forth for our example. 


He 8tood upon level ground, and a crowd of His disciples Ver. 17, i 
and a great multitude of the peopte. Ws 

But observye, I pray, the manner of the election. For the From Mai. 18 
most wise Evangelist s8ays that it was not done in a corner and 
8ecretly, but rather when many disciples were gathered toge- 
ther, and a vast crowd from all the country of the Jews, and 
from the sea-coast of Tyre and Sidon. These latter were We 1 
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Luke v. 17. 
Conf. p. 81. 
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idolaters, lame in the hollow of both knees,” in part observing 
the customs of the Jews, but yet not altogether abandomng 
their idolatrous practices. The election, therefore, was held in 
the presence of all these spectators, and teachers appointed for 
all beneath the heaven : and this duty they also fulfilled, 8um- 
moning the Jews from their legal worship, and those who 
served demons, from Grecian? error to the acknowledgment 
of the truth. 

And when He had appointed the holy Apostles, He per- 
formed very many wonderful miracles, rebuking demons, deli- 
yering from incurable diseases whosoever drew near unto Him, 
and displaying His own most godlike power : that both the 
Jews, who had run together unto Him, and those from the 
country of the Greeks, might know, that Christ, by Whom 
they were honoured with the dignity of the Apostolate, was 
not some ordinary man of those in our degree, but, on the 
contrary, God, as being the Word That was made man, but 
retained, nevertheless, His own glory. For © power went 
* forth from Him, and healed all.” For Christ did not borrow 
strength from some other person, but being Himself God by 
nature, even though He had become flesh, He healed them all, 
by the putting forth of power over the ck. 

If further you wish to learn the interpretation of the 
Apostles' names, know that Peter 1s explained as meaning 
* loosing,”” or © knowing :”” Andrew as © comely strength,” or 
* answering :” James as © one who takes labour by the heel :” 
John, © the grace of the Lord:” Matthew, © given :” Phlilp, 
* the opening of the hands,” or © the mouth of a lamp :” Bar- 
tholomew, © the 8on suspending water :” Thomas, an © abyss,” 
or *a twin:” James, the 8on of Alphens, © the supplanting 


0 'The tywa 18 the hollow of the 
knee, where Jacob's sinew shrank. 
The Jews thus were lame of one 
knee, the Sidonians of both, as 
having mingled vp Judaic rites with 
their heathenism. Conf. 1 Kings, 
XV111. 2I. 

p Grecian in the Fathers 18 often 
equivalent to heathen. So * the 


nerally : and 80 S. Chrysostom, 
Hom. cxx1, T. v. p. 792., says, 
speaking of those who preceded 
Abraham, Tives hoay ; "ENAnves ; 
a\N ov ovyxWopet h1 mioTSs. ov yap 
arioTia ovvecyoav, Saluoow ouk 
£0ov\evoay, Eoavors ok vmerdynoay, 
Th TNavy Tov G0atuovav AvTETIOAY" 
ov Guvavrat Towvwuy ENAmves Ovoud- 


feobat, [Ed, Sav. 1612.) 


*« 8ages of the Greeks” above means 
the chief writers of heathenism ge- 
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* of the passage of life :” Judas, © thanksgiving :” and Simon, 


© obedience.” 4 


q The explanation given by S. 
Cyril of the names of the Apostles 
corresponds m great measure with 
that im S. Jerome. Peter,which 1s the 
Greek translation of the title given to 
Simon by our Lord of [2|>, Kipha, 
*a $tone,”” 1s mterpreted by Je- 
rome from the Hebrew as © agno- 
scens, $1ve disso0lvens.” The first 
* knowing,” may come from Nd, 
to interpret, Gen. xl. 8. : the se- 
cond 1s from 1tD, to set free that 
which is $hut up, Prov. xvui. 14. : 
whence also the passages of Scrip- 
ture, read just before the conclu- 
$t0n of the service im the Jewish 
Synagogue, are called Haftarot, 
* dism1s8als,”” answering to the 
Latin term-Missa. Andrew 1s also 
a Greek name, unknown to the 
Jews before the time of the Alex- 
andrian conquests, and derived 
from avyp. The first explanation, 
therefore, '18 correct : the second, 
* answering,” from MY, 18 in Je- 
rome's own words *© violentum.” 
His addition of © pabulo” © re- 
spondens pabulo,” 1s an mstance 
of the primary error, scarcely yet 
expelled from philology. of giving a 
meaning (other than a grammatical 
one) to terminations. It supposes 
peas 1 *Avdpeas to be derived from 
mn, to feed, The same error appears 
in S, CyriPs explanation of James; 
but im this case 1t 18 avoided by 
S.. Jerome. Suyplantans, from 
2Þy, to take by the heel, 1s right ; 
Gen, xxv. 26,: but the deriva- 
tion of Bos, from w12+ is utterly 
wrong. John, from 71M and j3Nn, 
is rightly interpreted : as also 1s 
Matthew, from j71). The two next 
are as absurd, as the derivation of 
Greek terms from the Hebrew 
might naturally be expected to be. 
Philip, the © horselover,” a com- 


mon name in the East, as being 
that of the great conqueror's fa- 
ther, becomes DDR 'D, Of. [\m2 
(|, or PE> '2; and Bartholo- 
mew, © the son of Ptolemy,” 1s de- 
rived from 5 n5n. Thomas, 
a twin from S8N, 1s further in- 
correctly connected with B1n71nN, 
Ps. Ixxi. 20, In James, the son 
of Alphazus, the Fathers have 
joined the two names together m 
their mterpretation., Alpheeus, 
Heb. »25Nn, whence the form Cle- 
ophas, 1s posslbly taken by S. Cynl 
from AN, which in Is. xxiv. 5. 
means ** migravit :** while (@ns 18 
an attempt to connect awos with 
TTNn. In the edition; however, of 
S. Jerome by Vallarsmus, vol. ui. 
543. the Vat. Cod. contains what 
posably 18 the right reading here. 
mrepmiopos padhoews Cons, from 
1>&, in Syriac of constant occur- 
rence, a8 >. docuit, and a Ni, 
didicit ; while the derivation of 
BadStoews from the Hebrew 1s diffi- 
cult. In Jerome's own mterpreta- 
tion 1t 18 wonderful that he should 
have 80 neglected the mitial gut- 
tural, It is really n, but his first 
explanation is Supplantator milles1- 
mus, from MR; his 8econd, $up- 
plantator $uper os, from 2 5y. 
Judah 1s rightly rendered © thanks- 
giving” or © praise.” Gen. xhlix. 5. 
The other explanation, confesso, 
arises from the ambiguous meaning 
of eEcuoNoynois. Bo also Symeon, 
literally © hearmg,” has been ren- 
dered by the compound vraxon, 
the term im the LXX for © obedt- 
ence,” 58, Jerome, till attaching 
a meaning to the termmation, ex- 
plains it as © pone mcerorem,” 
from jy S111, and © audi tristi- 
tiam,” from J\y YARU. 
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Ver. 20. 


From the 
SYTIAc. 


Mat. v. 3. 


From Mai. 


Is, Ixvi. 2. 


Ps. li. 17. 


Mat. xi. 29. © nought.” 


102 COMMENTARY UPON 


FROM SERMON XXVIL. 


EXPLANATION OF WHAT FOLLOWS. 


Blessed are ye poor : for yours ts the kingdom of God. 


These are the Sayiour's words, when directing His disciples 
into the newness of the Gospel life after their appointment to 
the apostolate. But we must see of what poor it 1s that He 
Speaks such great things : for in the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew 1t 1s written, © Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for theirs 
« 18 the kingdom of heaven :” wishing us to understand by the 
poor in $pirit the man who entertains lowly thoughts of hum- 
Self, and whose mind, 80 to speak, 1s closely reefed, and his 
heart gentle, and ready to yield, and entirely free from the 
guilt of pride. 

Such a one 1s worthy of adnmuration, and the friend of God ; 
yea, He even said by one of the holy prophets ; © Upon whom 
* will I look but upon the humble and peaceable, and that 
« trembleth at my words!” And the prophet Dawid also said, 
that © a contrite and humbled heart God will not set at 
Moreoyer, the Saviour Himself also says, ** Learn 
* of Me, for I am meek and humble in heart.” In the lessons, 
however, now set before us, He says, that the poor shall be 
blessed, without the addition of its being in spirit. But the 
Evangelists 80 speak, not as contradicting one another, but as 
dividing oftentimes the narrative among them: and at one time 
they recapitulate the same particulars, and at another that 
which has been omitted by one, another includes in his narra- 
tive, that nothing essential for their benefit may be hidden 


From the from those who believe on Christ.—lt seems likely, therefore, 
SYTIAC. 


that He here means by the poor, whom He pronounces blessed, 
such as care not for wealth, and are superior to covetousness, 
and despisers of base gifts, and of a dispoxsition free from the 


love of money, and who set no value upon the ostentatious dis- 
play of riches. 


j 
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And 80 the most wise Paul manifestly guides us into the best 
doctrines, where he says, © Let your disposition be free from Heb. xiii. 5. 
* the love of money, being contented with what 1t has :”” and to 
this he has added, that © having nourishment and the means of 1 Tim. vi. 8. 
« shelter, we will be therewith content.” For it was necessary, 
absolutely necessary, for those whose business 1t would be to 
proclaim the saving message of the Gospel to have a mind 
careless about wealth, and occupied solely with the desire of 
better things. The argument, however, does not affect all 
whose means are abundant, but those only whose desire 1s set 
upon riches : and who are these! All to whom our Saviour's 


words apply : © Store not up for yourselves treasures upon the Mat. vi. 19. 
« earth.” 


Blessed are ye that hunger now ; for ye shall be filled. Ver. 21. 


In Matthew, however, again He says; © Blessed are they Mat. v. 6. 

« that hunger and thirst after righteousness : for they shall be 
« filled :” but here He smply says, that * those that hunger 
« hall be filled.” We ay, therefore, that it 1s a great and 
noble thing to hunger and thirst after righteousness : that 1s, 
habitually to take part in earnest endeavours after piety :—for 
Such 1s the meaning of righteousness :—as if 1t were our meat 
and drink. And inasmuch as we ought to give to this passage 
als0 a meaning, in accordance with the foregoing explanations, 
we $ay again as follows: The Saviour pronounced those blessed 
who love a voluntary poverty, to enable them honourably, and 
without distraction, to practise the apostolic course of life. For 
it 18 in plain keeping with the having neither gold nor slver 
in their purses, nor two coats, to endure also very great hard- 
ness in their way of life, and scarcely obtain food for their 
need. But this is a burdensome thing for those who are suffer- 
ing poverty and persecutions, and therefore He That knoweth 
hearts, very suitably does not permit us to be dispirited be- 
cause of the results of poverty : for He says, that those who 
hunger now for their piety's sake towards Him shal! be filled : 
that is, they shall enjoy the intellectual and spiritual blessings 
that are in store. 


r eVoxodov literally s&ignifies, © being unoccupied with other 
'* having abundant leisure for as *© things.” 
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Ver, 21. 


From the 
SyTIac, 


From Mai. 


Ps. xxx1v. 


I9. 


COMMENTARY UPON 


Blessed are ye that weep now, for ye 8hall laugh. 


He pronounces them that weep blessed, and says that they 
Shall laugh. But by those who weep, we say that those are 
not meant who simply shed tears from their eyes : for this 1s a 
thing common to all without exception, whether behevers or un- 
behevers, if ought happen of a painful nature; but those rather 
who shun a life of merriment and vanity, and carnal pleasures. 
—PFor of the one we say, that they live in enjoyment and 
laughter; whereas behevers abandoning luxury and the care- 
less life of carnal pleasures, and all but weeping because of 
their abhorrence of worldly things, are, our Saviour declares, 
blessed ; and for this reason, as having commanded us to 
choose poverty, He also crowns with honours the things which 
necessarily accompany poverty : such, for instance, as the want 
of things necessary for enjoyment, and the lowness of spirits 
caused by privation : for it is written, that © many are the 
« privations of the just, and the Lord shall deliver them out 
« of them all.” 


| Blessed are ye when men 8hall hate you. 


Already did the Lord mention persecution, even before the 
Apostles had been sent on their mission. The Gospel antici- 
pated what would happen. For 1t was altogether to be ex- 
pected that those who proclaimed the Gospel message, and 
made the Jews abandon their legal mode of worship to learn 
the Gospel way of virtuous living, while too they won over 
1dolaters to the acknowledgment of the truth, would come in 
contact with many impious and unholy wen. For such are 
they who, 1n their enmity against piety, excite wars and per- 
8ecutions against those who preach Jesus. To prevent them, 
therefore, from falling into unreasonable distress whenever the 
tume should arrive at which such events were sure to befal 
them from some quarter or other, He forewarns them for their 
benefit, that even the assault of things grievous to bear will 
bring its reward and advantage to them. For they shall re- 
proach you, He says, as deceivers, and as trying to mislead : 
they shall separate you from them, even from their friendship 
and 8octety : but let none of these things trouble you, He says: 
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for what harm will their intemperate tongue do a well-estab- 
lighed mind ? For the patient suffering of these things, will not 
be without fruit, He 8ays, to those who know how to endure* 
piously, but 1s the pledge of the highest happiness. And be- 
sides, He points out to them for their benefit, that nothing 
strange will happen unto them, even when suffering these 
things: but that, on the contrary, they will resemble those 
who before their time were the bearers to the Israelites of the 
words that came from God above. They were persecuted, they 
were 8awn asunder, they perished slain by the 8word, they en- 
dured reproaches unjustly cast upon them. He would there- 
fore have them also understand that they shall be partakers 
with those whose deeds they have imitated ; nor shall they fail 
in winning the prophet's crown, after having travelled by the 
same road. 


- 


s Literally, © to philosophize ;” 
but from the philosophers affecting 
an austere life, it came to bear the 
general meaning of © endurance.” 
So Greg. Nanz. of the martyrs, «ati 
TavTa Kat TouTwov ETt Oavpaoiwrepa 
$iXooopnoavras, So he records of 
Cyprian, yiverat cal vewkopos, ia 
$iXoooÞhoy To Tarewsy, Bo Uhry- 
s08t. Hom. 80. in Joan. T0 6a py- 
udToy $1Xogopety eVroNov, 15 Ge Gun 
T@Ey Epywv emideifis, yevvalov TwWOS 


kai peya\ov. And again Hom. x5. 
in Matth. Cor. kat Td\w oikoovra 
T]v TOv povaxov iooopiav Cn\E- 
oat, In the middle ages its mean- 
ing further altered, and philosophy 
was equivalent to monkery ; 80 
Luitprand, v. 9. Et ad vicinam in- 
8ulam, in qua Coenobitarum multi- 
tudo philosophabatur, tonso ei ut 
moris est capite ad philosophandum 
transmittunt, 
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From the 
Syriac. t 
MS. 14,551. 
Mat. iv. 4. 


Heb. 1. 1. 


I Thes. tv. 9. 


COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON XXLS. 


* * * * * * 


* * receive those things that will lead you unto lite 
eternal. For it is written, that * man doth not live by bread 
* alone, but by every word that goeth forth from the mouth 
« of God.” All Scripture, indeed, is inspired of God; but 
this 1s especially true of the proclamations in the Gospels : for 
He Who in old time delivered unto the Israelites by the min- 
istry of Moses the law that consisted in types and shadows, 
the very same having become man spake unto us, as the wise 
Paul testifies, writing ; * God, Who in divers manners spake 
*«1n old time to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
« days spoken unto us by His Son :?? and ©& we are taught of 
« God:” for Christ is in truth God and the Son of God. Let 
us therefore fix our careful attention upon what He says : and 
8crupulously examine the very depth of His meaning. For 
*« Woe, He says, unto you rich, in that ye have received your 
* consolation.” 

Very fitly is this added to His previous discourse: for having 
already shewn that poverty tor God's sake is the mother of 
every blessIing, and said that the hungering and weeping of 
the saints would not be without a reward, He proceeds to 
speak of the opposite class of things, and says of them, that 
they are productive of grief and condemnation. For He blames 
indeed the rich, and those who indulge unmoderately in plea- 
Sures, and are ever 1n merrument, in order that He may leave 
no means untried of benefitting those who draw near unto 
Him, and chief of all the holy Apostles. For if the endurance 
of poverty for God's sake, together with hunger and tears :— 
by which is meant the being exposed to pain and afflictions in 
the cause of piety :—be profitable before God, and He pro- 
nounce a threefold ® blessedness on those who embrace them ; as 
a necesary consequence, those are hable to the utmost blame, 


t 'The principal Syriac MS. com- ing sermons are entirely lost. 
mences here, but the first leaf is in u One for poverty, one for hun- 
part illegible, and the three follow- ger, and one for tears. 
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who have prized the vices, that are the opposites of these 000g 
virtues. | {Bl 
In order therefore that men may be won by the desire of 11) 11 
the crowns of reward unto willingness to labour, and voluntary Ht 11 
poverty for God's sake; and, on the other hand, by fear of the 1 
threatened punishment, may flee from riches, and from living 04 
in luxury and merriment, that is to say, in worldly amuse- | 
ments, He says that the one are heirs of the kingdom of heaven, | 
but that the others will be involved in the utmost misery : 
* for ye have received, He says, your consolation.” | 
And this truth we are permitted to behold beautifully deli- 
neated in the Gospel parables hke as in a painting. For we 1% 
have heard read that there was a rich man decked m purple \11'3 
and fine linen*, at whose gate Lazarus was cast, racked with 19 
poyerty and pain ; and the rich man felt no pity for Iim.— 
But Lazarus, it says, was carried to Abraham's bosom ; while 
he was in torments and in flame. And when he saw Lazarus 
at rest and in happiness in Abraham's bosom, he besought Luke xvi. 
saying, © Father Abraham have merey on me, and send Lazarus ** [t 
* that he may dip the tip of his finger Y in water, and cool my 
** tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” But what was f 
blessed Abraham's reply ? © Son, thou hast received thy good [1 
* things in thy life, and Lazarus evil things; but now he is ; 
** here in happiness, and thou art tormented.” True therefore 
is what 1s here said by Christ of those who live in wealth and i 
luxury and merriment, that * ye have received your cons0- {2 
*lation:” and of those who now are full, that they shall 


x After scholars had satisfactorily 
decided on philological evidence that 
the © byssus' was cotton, the micro- 
Scope has proved it to be linen, The 
main points of the argumeiit were 
that the Hebrew word shesh, © wv, 
always rendered * byss8us' by the 
Septuagint, is the Arabic modern 
term for fine muslin : and that cot- 
ton garments are mentioned on the 
Roxetta stone as supplied by govern- 
ment for the use of the temples, 
being in great request, according to 
Pliny's account (xix. 8.), by the 
Egyptian priests. Herodotus how- 


ever 8ays, that the mummies were 
enveloped Ew06vos Bvooiwns TeXa- 
poo (1. 86.), and Mr. Thompson 
(on the mummy cloth of Egypt, as 
quoted in Wilkinson's Ancient E- 
gyptians, 11. 113.) has shewn, that 
the wrappers are invariably of linen, 
though occasionally 80 fine as not 
to be distinguighable from muslin, 
until the microscope revealed the 
different texture of the filaments. 

Y 'The Synac makes the smaJlness 
of the request more apparent, by 
using a term peculiar to the little 
finger, 
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hunger, and that those who laugh now shall weep and 
lament. 

But come and let us examine the matter among ourselves. 
Our Saviour in His parables has thus spoken : © Two men 
« went up unto the temple to pray ; the one a Pharisee, and 
* the other a publican. And the Pharisee forsooth prayed 
* 8aying, God I thank Thee that I am not as the rest of man- 
* kind, extortioners, unjust, adulterers ; or hke this publican. 
« I fast twice in the -week: and I pay tithes of all that I 
* possess. But the publican, He says, did not venture to lift 
* up his eyes unto heaven, but stood 8miting his breast and 
*« gaying, God be merciful to me, a sinner. Verily I say unto 
* you, that this man went down to his house justified rather 
** than the other.” For the proud Pharisee was boasting over 
the publican, and indecently assuming the rank of a lawgiver, 
would have condemned one, on whom it was rather his duty to 
have shewn pity : but the other was the accuser of his own 
infrmity, and thereby aided in his own justification ; for 1t 1s 
written, © Declare thou thy sms first, that thou mayest be 
*« justified,” Let us therefore unloose, that 1s, set free those 
who are suffering s1cknesses from having been condemned by 
us, in order that God may also unloose us from our faults : for 
He condemneth not, but rather sheweth mercy. 

Closely neighbouring, 80 to speak, upon the virtues which we 
have just mentioned 1s compass1on, of which He next makes men- 
tion. For 1t 1s a most excelling thing, and very pleasing to God, 
and in the highest degree becoming to pious s0uls : and concern- 
ing which it may suffice for us to imprint upon our mind that it 
1s an attribute of the divine nature. © For be ye, He says, mer- 
** citul, as also your heavenly Father 1s merciful.” But that we 
shall be recompensed with bountiful hand by God, Who giveth 
all things abundantly to them that love Him, He has given us 
full assurance by 8aying, that © good measure, and 8queezed 
* down, and running over shall they give into your bosom :” 
adding this too, © for with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
* measured to you.” There is however an apparent incom- 
patibility between the two declarations : for if we are to receive 
*« good measure, and squeezed down, and running over,” how 
*8hall we be paid back the same measure wherewith we 
** mete!” for this implies an equal recompense, and not one of 


far-surpassing abundance. 
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What say we then! The all wise 


Paul frees us from our difficulties, by bringing us the s0lution 


of the matters in question. 


*« gparingly, meaning thereby, that he who distributeth the 
* neces8aries of Jife to those who are in penury and affliction 
** moderately, and 80 to speak, with contracted hand, and not 
« plentifully and largely,” shall als reap sparingly : and he 


* that 8oweth in blessings?, in blessings shall also reap.” 


By 


For he says, that © he that soweth 2 Cor. ix. 6. 


which 1s meant, he who bountifully * * * * * $0 that if any From Mai. 
one hath not, he has not sinned by not giving it; for a man 
is acceptable according to that which he hath, and not according 


to that which he hath not. 


Moses has taught us in type: for those that were under the 
law brought sacrifices to God according to what they severally 
possessed, and were able to afford : some for instance bullocks, 
and some rams, or sheep, or doves, or pigeons, or meal mingled 
with ol, but even he who offered this * *, because he had no 
calf to offer, though s0 little and to be procured 80 cheaply, was 
equal to the other as regards his intention. 


FROM SERMON XXIX. 


EXPLANATION OF WHAT 18S BELOW. 


And this the law of the very wise From the 


SyTIAC, 


From the 
SYTIAC, 


MS.12,154- 


Woe unto you rich ; For ye have received your consolation. Ver. 24. 
This too we must discuss among ourselves: For is 1t the 
case, that every one who 1s rich, and possesses abundant wealth, 


Y © Or bountifully,” er” evNoytars, 
In this and s1milar passages ev\oyia 
(Syr. [\>;cD5,) is used as the equi- 
valent of the Hebrew n292, lte- 
rally, * a blessing, but implying a 
present ; cf. for instance Gen. xxx1n. 
I1, where the term is applied to the 
blessings, 1. e. the presents sent by 
Jacob to propitiate Esan : 80 2 
Kings v. 15, * Take a blessing of 
«* thy servant :” and in Prov. x1. 
25. 1512 v2? signifies anzma Mu- 
nifica, *a hberal man.* It is un- 
portant to bear in mind this mean- 
ing of evNoyia, as the fathers often 


make an unexpected uge of it, 


e.g: Theophylact on Rom. xv. 29. 
* I know that I shall come in the 
* fulness of the blessing of the 
<* gospel of Christ,” explains bless- 
ing by almsgiving; Avvacai evNo- 
yiav Thv eenpoouynmy vonou : 80 that 
the sense, he says is, I shall find 
you perfect in almsgiving and mu- 
tual love. In the Western Church 
benedictio frequently means boun- 
ty, as may be 8een in Du Cange, 
who explains it thus : © Benedictio- 
** nes, eulogiz, munera : maxime ea 
* xenia que a 8acerdotibus et clert- 
* cis mitti solebant, ab 1s benedic- 
* tione sua sanctificata,” 
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Luke xvi.9. 


Ver. 27. 


From Mai. 
2 Cor. v. 


I7. 


avaxami- 
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Luke xxin. 
34» 


Acts vii. 60. 


1 Cor. iv. 
12, 
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is determinately cut off from the expectation of God's grace !?. 
Is he entirely shut out from the hope of the saints! Has he 
neither inheritance nor part with them that are crowned? Not 
80, we 8ay, but rather on the contrary, that the rich man 
might have shewn mercy on Lazarus, and s0 have been made 
partaker of his consolation. For the Saviour pointed out a 
way of salvation to those who possess earthly wealth, saying, 
« Make unto yourselyes friends of the unrighteous mammon, 
* that when ye depart this ife they may receive you into 
* their tents.” 


Love your enemtes. 


The blessed Paul speaks the truth where he says, that © if 
* any one be in Christ, he is a new creation :” for all things 
have become new, both in Him and by Him, both covenant, 
and law, and mode of life. But look closely and see how 
thoroughly the mode of life here described becomes those holy 
teachers, who were about to proclaim the message of salvation 
to every quarter of the world : and yet from this very fact they 
must expect that their persecutors would be beyond num- 
bering, and that they would plot against them in many different 
ways. It then the result had been that the disciples had be- 
come indignant at these vexations, and wished for vengeance on 
those that annoved them, they would have kept sllence and 
passed them by, no longer offering them the divine message, 
nor calling them to the knowledge of the truth. It was neces- 
sary therefore to restrain the mind of the holy teachers by 80 
solemn a sense of the duty of patience, as to make them bear 
with fortitude whatever might befal, even though men insulted 
them, yea and plotted against them impiously. And such was 
the conduct of Christ Himself above all others for our example : 
for while still hanging upon the precious cross, with the Jewish 
populace making Him their sport, He put up unto God the 
Father prayers in their behalf, saying, © Forgive them, for 
* they know not what they do.” Yea, and the blessed Stephen 
too, while the stones were smiting him, knelt down, and prayed, 
8ayIng, © Lord, lay not this sm upon them.” And the blessed 
Paul also says, © being reproached we bless, being reviled we 
© entreat.” 
The exhortation of our Lord therefore was necessary for the 
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holy apostles, and most useful for us also, to oblige us to live 
rightly and admirably : for it 1s full of all philosophy *. But 
our mistaken preconceived ideas, and the fierce tyranny of our 
pass1ons, render 1t a thing difficult for our minds to accomplish : 
and therefore knowing that the natural* man does not admit 
of these things, regarding as folly and mere impossbilities the 
oracles of the Spirit, He separates such from those able to 


hear, and says, © I speak unto you that hear and are prepared Ver. 27. 


* readily to perform My words.” For the gloriousness of 
Spiritual fortitude is displayed in temptations and labours. 
_ Inntate therefore in these things Christ, © Who when He was 
« reyiled, reviied not again, suffering He threatened not, but 
** committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.” But 
perhaps thou wilt object, saying within thyself, © Christ was 
* God, but I a frail man, having but a feeble mind, and one 
* unable to resist the attack of covetousness and pain. Thou 
speakest rightly : for the mind of man eazily sides into wrong 
doing. Nevertheless, I xay, The Lord has not left thee desti- 
tute of His compass1on and love : thou hast Him by thee, yea 
within thee, by the Holy Ghost: for we are His abode, and 
He lodgeth in the souls of them that love Him. He gives thee 
strength to bear nobly whatever befals, and to resist manfully 


1 Pet. 11. 23. 


the attacks of temptations. *© Be not overcome therefore by Rom. xii, 


* theÞ evil, but overcome the evil in the good.” 


To ham that striketh thee on the cheek, offer also the other. 


21. 


Ver. 29. 


That Christ is the end of the law and the prophets, 1s declared Rom. x. 4. 


by the most wise Paul: for the law served as a schoohnaster to 


gude men unto His mystery. © But now that faith has come, Gal. iii. 25. 


* as the blessed Paul has again himself said, we are no longer 


* under a guide: for no longer are we children in mind, but, $:aywysy, 


* on the contrary, have grown up to the pertect man, to the 


an error for 
TAX) w- 


© measure of the mature age of the fulness of Christ.” We do Y%: 


z On the meaning of philosophy, 
consult the note on ver. 22. 

a Wuyikos, having a soul only, 
Cf. note on 1v. 38S. 

b Although the article might sug- 
gest, as in the Lord's prayer, that 
Satan, the evil one, is signitied, who 


is to be overcome in the good One, 
God, yet the gender in the second 
clause proves this idea to be incor- 
rect. The meaning therefore 1s, 
** Qvercome evil of every kind, what- 
ever it be, by whatever 1s good.” 


Eph. iv. 13. 


Tos 


Mat. v. 20. 


Ex. xx,15. 


Ex. xx1. 24. 


Prov.xv1.5. 


(Sept.) 
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not therefore require milk, but rather, food of a more sohlid 
nature, such as Christ bestows upon us, by setting before us 
the pathway of that righteousness which 8urpasses the power 
of the law. For He said Himself to the boly apostles, © Verily 
© I 8ay unto you, except your righteousness be over and above, 
© more than of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye cannot enter into 
* the kingdom of heaven.” This then 1t 1s necessary to discuss, 
what, namely, is meant by the © over and above” in the 
righteousness in accordance with the saving message of the 
Gospel. 

The law spoken by Moses to them of old time enacted hke 
for like : and while it forbade the doing a wrong, it by no means 
commanded those who had already been injured to bear 
patiently, as the Gospel law requires. For it says, © Thou 
* 8halt not kill : thou shalt not steal : thou shalt not forswear 
* thyself.” But to this 1s added, © Eye for eye, hand for 
« hand, foot for foot, wound for wound, bruise for bruse.” 
Such an enactment required a man not to injure others; and 
supposing him to have sustained an injury, that his anger at the 
wrong doer must not go beyond an equal retribution. But 
the general bearing of the legal mode of hfe was by no means 
pleasing to God ; 1t was even given to those of old time as a 
schoolmaster, accustoming them by little and httle to a fitting 
righteousness, and leading them on gently to the possess1on of 
the perfect good. For 1t 1s written, © To do what 1s just 1s the 
** beginning of the good way :** but finally, all perfection is in 
Christ, and His precepts. © For to him that striketh thee, He 
* 8aith, on the cheek, offer also the other.” In this there is 
pointed out to us the pathway to the Iighest degree of 
patience. But He wills besides, that we pay no regard to 
riches; $0 that even if a man haye but one outer garment, he 
must not count it a thing unendurable to put off with it also his 
undergarment, if it 80 befal. But this 1s a virtue poss1ble only 
for a mind entirely turned away from covetousness : for © do 
* not, He says, ask back whatever any one taketh away that 1s 
* thine: but even give to every one that asketh of thee :” a 
proof indeed of love and willingness to be poor; and the 
compasslonate man must necessarily also be ready to forgive, 
80 as to shew friendly acts even to his enemies. 
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As ye wish that men s8hould do unto you, even 80 do ve Ver. 31. 
unto them. 


It was probable however that the holy apostles would per- 
chance think these things difficult to put into practice : He 
therefore Who knoweth all things takes the natural law of self- 
love as the arbiter of what any one would wish to obtain from 
another. Shew thyself, He s8ays, to others 8uch as thou 
wishest them to be towards thee. If thou wouldest have 
them harsh and unfeeling, fierce and wrathful, revengeful and 
11|-disposed, shew thyself also such : but if on the contrary 
thou wouldst have them kind and forgiving, do not think 1t a 
thing intolerable to be thyself 80. And in the case of those 
80 disposed, the law is perchance unnecessary, because God 
writes upon our hearts the knowledge of His will : © for in Jer. xxxi. 
« those days, saith the Lord, I will surely give My laws into 35: 
* their mind, and will write them on their heart.” 


Be ye therefore merciful. Ver. 36. 


Great is the glory of compasson, and 80 verily 1t 1s written, 


that © man is a great thing, and the merciful man an honour- Prov. xx.6. 


« able thing.” For virtue restores us to the form of God, and ok) 


imprints on our souls certain characters as it were of the 
Supreme nature. 


Judge not, and ye shall not be judged. Ver. 37. 


He cuts away from our minds a very unmanageable p.:s810n, 
the commencement and begetter of pride. For while 1t 1s 
men's duty to examine themselves, and to order their conduct 
according to God's will, they leave this alone to busy them- 
selves with the affairs of others: and if they see any 1n- 
firm, forgetting as it seems their own frailties, they make 
it an excuse for faultfinding, and a handle” tor calumny. 
For they condemn them, not knowing that being equally 
afflicted with the same infirmities as those whom they censure, 
they condemn themselves. For 80 alsv the most wise Paul 


writes, © for wherein thou judgest the other, thou condgmnest Rom. ii. r. 


* thyself: for thou that judgest doest the same things.” And 
yet it were rather our duty to have compass1on on the infirm, 
as those who have been overcome by the assaults of the pass10ns, 
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Ver. 39. 
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and entangled without hope of escape in the meshes of s1n, 
and to pray in their behalf, and exhort them, and rouse 
them up unto soberness, and endeavour ourselyes not to fall 
into similar faults. * For he that judgeth the brother, as the 
*« disciple of Christ saith, speaketh against the law, and judgeth 
* the law.” For the lawgiver and judge is One: for the 
judge of the sinning soul must be higher than that soul : but 
Since thou art not 80, the sinner will object to thee as judge, 
* why judgest thou thy neighbour !”” But if thou venture to 
condemn him, having no authority thereto, it 1s thyself rather 
that will be condemned, inasmuch as the law permits thee not 
to judge others. 

Whoever therefore is guided by good sense, does not look at 
the sins of others, nor busies himself about the faults of his 
neighbour, but closely scans his own misdoings. Such was 
the blessed Psalmist, falling down before God, and saying on 
account of his own offences, © If Thou, O Lord, O Lord, closely 
* regardest iniquities, who can endure!” And once again, 
putting forward the infirmity of human nature as an excuse, he 
supplicates for a not unreasonable pardon, saying, © Remember 
* that we are earth.” 


And he spake @ parable unto them. 


This parable He added as a most necessary appendage to 
what had been said. The blessed disciples were about to be 
the initiators and teachers of the world : 1t was necessary for 
them therefore to prove themselves possessed of every thing re- 
quite for piety : they must know the pathway of the evangelic 
mode of hfe, and be workmen ready for every good work, and 
able to bestow upon well-instructed hearers s8uch correct and 
saving teaching as exactly represents the truth. This they 
must do, as having already first received their sight, and a 
mind 1tluminated with the divine light, lest they should be 
blind leaders of the blind. For it is not pussible for men 
enveloped in the darkness of ignorance, to guide those who 
are afflicted in the same way mito the knowledge of the truth : 
for should they attempt it, they will both roll into the ditch 
of Iicentiousness. 

Next, overthrowing the vaunting pas%ion of boastfulness, to 
which most men give way, that they may not emulonsly strive 
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to surpass their teachers in honour, He added ; © The disciple 
« is not above Ins teacher;” and even if s0me make such 
progress, as to attain to a virtue that rivals that of their 
teachers, they will range themselves no Iigher than thew 
level, and be their imitators. And -Paul shall again be our 
warrant, saying, © Be ye imitators of me, as I als0 am of r Cor. xi. 1. 
«f Christ.” Since therefore the Teacher as yet judgeth not, 
why judgeth thou! For He came not to judge the world, but 
to shew pity. And according to the foregoing explanation, if 
I, He says, judge not, neither must you the disciple. But if 
thou art gmlty of worse crimes than those for which thou 
judgest another, how canst thou keep thyself from shame when 
thou art convicted of 1t! And this the Lord made plain by 
another parable. 
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From the 
Syriac. 
MS.14,551. 


Ver. 41. 
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SERMON XXXIIIs 


* * * * * * * * * 


* And why, saith He, beholdest thou the mote that 1s in thy 
« brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that 1s in thine 
* own eye!” Having previously shewn us that the judging 
others is utterly wicked and dangerous, and the cause of final 
condemnation :—for © Judge not, He said, and ye shall not be 
* judged: and condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned.” 
He now by conclusive arguments persuades us to avoid the 
very wish of judging others: and rather to examine our own 
hearts, and try to free them from the passons ittat dwell 
within them, and their frailties, by asking 1t of God : for He it 
is Who healeth the broken in heart, and freeth us from the 
maladies of the 8oul. For if thou, He says, art thyself sick 
with maladies more dangerous and severe than those of others, 
why, neglecting thy own, dost thou find fault with them, and 
whilst thou hast a beam in thine own eye, commencest a hot 
accusation against those who have a mote ? Tell me by what 


&E The Commentary, like s1milar this title I had made use of until I 
works of S. Chrysostom and others, met with the following heading to a 
was delivered in a course of Ho- sermon contained in MS, 12, 165, 
milies; these however the Syriac in the Briticth Museum, which 
translator terms 'Targums, literally shews that the verb signified also 
Interpretations or Expositions ; and to © preach.” 
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* Sermon upon the death of Meletius the Great, bishop of Antioch. S. 
* Gregory, bishop of Nyssa, preached it before one hundred and fifty 
* bishops at Constantinople.” This 8ermon is also extant in Greek. 
Upon the authority therefore of this heading I have called them 
SErmons. 
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boldness doest thou this! Deliver thyselt first from thy great 
crimes, and thy rebellious pass1ons, and then thou mayest set 
him right who is guilty of but trifling faults. 

Wouldst thou see the matter clearly and plainly, and that 
it is a very hateful thing for men to give way to this feeling ! 
Our Lord was once walking on the sabbath day among the 
cornfields, and the blessed disciples plucked some ears, and 
rubbing them in their hands, ate the grains. But some Pha- 
risees drew near, and say, © Behold, Thy disciples do that 
* which is not lawful to do on sabbath days!” And yet they 
themselves in manifold ways were guilty of disregarding the 
law altogether. For even the prophet Isaiah cried out against 
them, saying, © How has the faithful city Zion become a har- 
* lot! It was full of judgment ; righteousness lodged in it :— 
* but now murderers. Your silver 1s reprobate; thy merchants 
* mix the wine with water; thy princes are contentious, the 
© partners of thieves, loving bribes, pursuing after recompense; 
* they judge not the orphans, and to the widow's suit they 
* have no regard.” Yet these very men, themselves hable to 
these most severe reproaches, accused the disciples of breaking 
the s8abbath ! 


But they met with just rebuke from Christ, Who said unto 


them ; ©* Woe unto you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites ! who Mat. xxiii. 


* tithe mint and cummin, and have neglected the weighty 
* matters of the law, judgment, and mercy, and faith.” 


And again, © Ye are they who strain out a gnat, but gulp Mat. xxiii. 


* down a camel.” For while their teaching was of mere 
trifles, and they condemneu the people under them for the 
most contemptible matters, they had the hardihood, as I said, 
to treat as of no consequence those weighty crimes. For this 


reason the Saviour called them © whitened sepulchres, which Mat. xxiii. 


* outside appear indeed to men to be beautiful, but inside 
are full of the hones of the dead, and of all uncleanness.” — 
And such is every hypocrite : and whenever they would ecast 
an imputation upon others, who have yielded to infirmity in 
any particular, deservedly will they have 1t said to them, ©& First 
* cast out the beam from thine own eye, and then thou wilt 
* 8ee to cast out the mote from thy brother's eye.” 


The commandment, therefore, 1s indispensable for every one 


Is. 1. 21. 


23. 


24. 


27. 


as OT OT on ON, GS: ahi D 


James 111.1. 


Mat. v. 19. 


Mat.vu.15. 
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who would hve piously: but, above all, for those who have been 
intrusted with the instruction of others. For if they are good 
and sober-minded, and enamoured of the elect hfe, and not 
merely acquainted with, but also practisers of virtuous arts, 
and setting in their own conduct the pattern of a holy lite, 
they can with open countenance rebuke those who will not do 
the same, for not having imitated their example, nor imprinted 
their virtuous manners on themselves : but if they are careless, 
and quickly snared by pleasures to do evil, how can they blame 
others when similarly affected! Wisely, therefore, did the 
blessed disciples write, 8aying ; * Let there not be many teach- 
* ers among® you, my brethren : for ye know that we shall 
« receive greater condemnation.” For as Christ, Who 1s the 
Distributor of the crowns, and the Punisher of those who do 
wrong, Himself says; © He who shall do and teach, shall be 
* called great in the kingdom of heaven : but he who hath not 
** done, but hath taught, shall be called least in the kingdom 


* of heaven.” 


But I can imagine 80me one saying, How are we to dis- 
tinguisgh the man who has a beam in his eye, but finds fault 
with those who have a mote, and are infirm only in part ! But 
there 1s nothing difficult in this, He says; for any one who will, 
may ee 1t eaxlly : © for it is not a. good tree that brings forth 
** evil fruit : nor a good tree that brings forth good frut : for 
** every true 1s known by its fruit.” Each man's actual lite, 
therefore, 1s that which decides what are his morals : for it is 
not by mere outside adornments, and fictitious virtues that the 
beauty of the truly honourable life is delineated, but by the 
deeds a man does: for they are the fruits of a mind that for 
the love of piety chooses a blameless life. It is by deeds, 
therefore, and not by outside shew, that we must see who is 
the man truly approved, and who is not 80. Again, Christ 
s0mewhere 8ays, © Beware of those who come to you in the 
** ikenessd of sheep, but within are ravenous wolves.” See 


© The reading © among you,” is 
an error probably of the translator, 
as there is no 8uch varia lectio, nor 
18 it in the Greek of Mai. 

4 The reading \aS.D, © in the 
Iikeness of,” is not confirmed by 


the Greek of Mai, which has ev 
evOupact, as have all the MSS. of 
the N. T., and 80 the Syriac just 
below has * by their clothing” 


LoQQJI _— 
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again, Christ commands that those who come unto us must be 
distinguished not by their clothing, but by what they really 
are. * For by its fruit, He says, the tree is known :” and just 
as 1t 1s 1gnorance and folly for us to expect to find the choicer 
kinds of fruits on thorns, grapes for instance, and figs ; 80 it 1s 


ridiculous for us to unagine that we can find in hypocrites and . 


the profane ought that is admirable, the nobleness, I mean, of 
virtue. 


Wouldst thou see the trath of this again ? Wouldst thou see 
who the wolves are that clothe themselves in the sheep's skin !? 
Examine the writings of the holy Apostles : hear what they 
8ay of certain men : © For they who are such are false Apo- 
* 8les: deceitful workers, transforming themselves into angels 
* of righteousness : and no wonder, for Satan even trans- 
* forms himself into an angel of light. It is no great thing, 
* therefore, if his ministers also transform themselves into an- 
** gels of righteousness.” These one may well call thorns and 
briars : in such there 1s no particle of sweetness, but every 
thing that 1s bitter and of an evil nature: for the fig grows 
not on thorns; nor will one find any thing pleasant in them, 
for grapes ape not produced on briars. We must decide, then, 
the character of the teacher, not by appearances, but by the 
acts of each one's life. ® 


This 1s also made clear by another declaration of our Lord : 
* for the good man, He says, as out of a good treasare, 
* poureth forth from the heart? good things :*? but he who is 
differently disposed, and whose mind 1s the prey of fraud and 
wickedness, necessarily brings forth what is concealed deep 
within. For the things that are in the mind and heart boil 
over, and are yomited forth by the outflowing stream of speech. 
The virtuous man, therefore, speaks such things as become his 


e A few lines follow in Mai not 
recognized by the Syriac, but pro- 
bably taken from the Commentary 
on Matth. vii. 18, as they give an 
explanation of the different bearing 
of the interpretation of the two pas- 
SAges. 

f Lest I should be thought to 


have s8eparated this word wilfully 
from its usual dependance upon 
* treasure,' I may here observe, 
once for all, that the punctuation of 
the Syriac 1s exact to the last de- 
gree of minuteness : and in this 
and all smilar places I have scru- 
pulously adhered to it. 
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character, while he who is worthless and wicked vomits forth 
his secret impurity. 

Every thing, therefore, that is to our benefit, Christ teaches 
us, and requires His disciples to be on their guard against de- 
ceit, and vigilant and careful. For this reason He shews them 
the straight way, and discloses the snares that lead down to 
wickedness, that thus escaping from offences, and being stead- 
fast in mind beyond risk of sin, they may quickly reach the 
mans1ons that are above by Christ's blessing : by Whom and 
with Whom to God the Fathers be praisxe and dominion with 
the Holy Ghost for ever and ever, Amen, 


s Syriac, God and Father. 
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SERMON XXXIV. 


But why call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which C.vi.46-49. 
T 8ay ? Every one that cometh unto Me, and heareth My * _ B. 
words, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like. GTS.. 
He is like a man Wilding a house, who dug and made it 
deep, and laid a foundation upon the rock : and when 
there was a flood, the river beat aqaunst that house, and 
could not shake it, because it was well built. But he that $1 Td ra- 


hath heard and not done, is like a man who built a house GE 


«pon the earth without foundation, against which the river Thy BST. LL © 


g p us ens gt or er ter 
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beat, and that moment it fell, and the fall of that house ap en) rhv [!! | 
was great. TETpay Gs, "ſt | 


THERE is © one Lord, one faith, one baptism,”” for s0 the Eph. iv. 5. 
wise Paul writeth. For both the name of lordship, and also pi! 
the reality, are appropriate solely to that nature Which tran- Fi 
scends all, and is supreme; even That Which 1s divine, and to 
be worshipped, as possessIing and governing all things. For 80 
Paul again somewhere says of Him ; © For even, if there be 1 Oor.viii.s. 
« Gods many and Lords many, mn heaven or 1n earth ; yet for 
«© us there 18 one God, the Father, from Whom 1s all, and we 
« by Him : and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by Whom 1s all, and þ 
« we by Him.” As therefore we acknowledge God the Word mk 
alone, Who reigneth with God the Father, as by nature fl 
and verily Lord, we accordingly give this name to Him, | 
'** But why, He asks, call ye Me indeed Lord, but do not the 
* things which I say!” For if He possess no real authority, nor 
glory of lordship, but, on the contrary, 1t 1s conterred upon 
Him from without, and bestowed by favour, do not offer Him 
thy obedience : refuse His service : consent not to be subject 
unto Him. But if He be verily, and in its precise meaning 
Lord, and the whole nature of things created bow beneath His 
sceptre, and as a thing set under the tect of 1ts Lord, then pay 
what is due: accept the yoke : and as being due, offer Him 
thy obedience ; that thou mayest not hear Him blaming thee in 
words spoken by one of the holy prophets to them of old time ; 
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* A 80n honoureth his father, and a servant his lord: 1f I then 
* am a father, where is My honour? and if I am a lord, where 
* 18 My fear? saith the Lord Almighty.” 

For come, and let us see by what takes place among us the 
blame to which we become liable by disobedience. We are 
ourselves accustomed to require of our seryants® obedience 
mingled with fear : and when they plan rebellion, and throw 
off the yoke of servitude, we make them humble by bonds and 
tortures and the scourge. When therefore we, who are of 
earth, and by nature the brethren of those who are bowed be- 
neath the yoke, cannot tolerate them when rebellious, how will 
God endure it ;--He Whom principalities, thrones, and lord- 
hips worship : in Whose presence the high-exalted Seraphs 
Stand, readily rendering their service? PFor the divine David 
somewhere says of them in the Psalms ; < Bless the Lord, all 
* ye His angels, who hearken to the voice of His words. 
* Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts : His ministers, who do all 
* of them His pleasure.”” 

It is dangerous, therefore, and merits final condemnation, 
to be unwilling to submit to Christ the Almighty : but those 
who prize His service, shall receive the most excellent bless- 
ings. For He has sa1d by one of the holy prophets to those 
who run away from His yoke, and will not submit to be set 
under His authority ; © Behold, they that serve Me shall eat; 
* but ye hall suffer hunger : behold, they that serve Me hall 
* drink; but ye shall suffer thirst : behold, they that serve 


h Domestic service in 01d time by asgociations of his degraded posi- 


freemen was all but unknown, and tion. That Christianity gradually, 
therefore © servant” is equivalent to though very slowly, led to the ame- 
* 8]Jave.” Hence the full force of loration of their state, we may 8ee 
Luke xvi. 13., xvii. 9., &c.; and by the acknowledgment in the text 
s$uch expressions as © s8o0ld under that the 8lave was by nature his 
*« 8m.” (Rom. vii. 14.) Of their master's brother ; and Þy S. Chry- 
treatment, S. Chrysostom (Hom. iv. sostom's appeals in their behalf, 


in Ttum) complaims that masters 
generally neglected their morals, 
and thought only of their service; 
and that therefore © it was a difh- 
* cult thing for a slave to be a good 
** man :* for being left without edu- 
cation, and not admitted into the 
Society of freemen, there was no- 
thing to counteract the dehasing 


as, for instance, © If Paul was not 
* ashamed to call a slave his son, 
* and his own bowels, and brother 
* and beloved, why should we be 
* ashamed? And what say I? 
* Paul's Lord was not ashamed to 
call our slaves His brothers, and 
are we ashamed thereat ?* (Hom. 
1, in Phil.) 


- 


o 


In 
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* Me $hall exult; but ye shall mourn : behold, they that obey 
* Me, shall be merry with joy; but ye $hall cry out for the 
« grief of your heart, and howl for contrition of your spirit.” 
Thou seest that the crown of those who bear the yoke of ser- 
vitude is very beautiful, worthy of being acquired, and pre- 
cious : while severe and manifold condemnation is decreed (HRTY 
against the rest. wt 
And yet again in another place thou mayest see that the 
true servant 1s adorned with surpassing honour, while the dis- 
obedient and careless is rejected with disgrace, or rather 1s 
bamshed to the outer darkness. For they who received the 
talents, and doubled for the owner what had been given them, 
were honoured by him with praises : for he said to each one 
of them, © O good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful Mat. xxv. 
« over a few things; I will set thee over many things : enter *” Pi 
« the joy of thy lord.” But him who hid in the ground what Jl 
had been given him, as not loving service and indolent, he con- LH fi 
demned to severe and inevitable punishment. it 
Elzewhere too He has aid, © Who then 1s that faithful and Mat. xxiv. 
« wise seryant, whom his lord! shall set over his household to ** 
« give them meat at its season ? Blessed 1s that servant, whom 
« his lord $hall come and find s0 doing. Verily I say unto you, 
« that he will set him over all that he hath.” 
Those therefore who keep our Saviour's will are made glo- 
rious, and worthy of emulation, and adorned with praises for 
their fidelity : yea, moreover, they have a name given them, 
for He has said again of them in a certain place, © On them 1s, Ixv. 15. 
* that serve Me, there shall be called a new name, * even That ji 
*« Which 1s blessed upon earth.” 338 
And there 1s yet another point which I think must be added 
to what has been already said, namely, that by being willing 
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i As g8ervant meant slave, $0 the k 'The name of Christ, fulfilled 
*lord,” Seomorns, was the master in the title of Christians ; of which 
or owner of the household. Hence 5$. Gregory of Nyssa, (de perf. Chr. 
the well-known objection of the forma, 11. 277.) says, © The good- 
Romans to the title of Dominus, as *© ness of God has granted us to 
implying the relation between mas- * share in that great and most di- 
ter and 8lave. Each slave had usu- © vine and chief of names, being 
ally a monthly allowance of food, © honoured with Christ's own title, : 
which one of them was commis- * and s0 called Christians.” 

Sioned to distribute. 
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to submit to our Saviour's words and serve Him, we shall gain 
in return the honour of freedom by His decree. For He said 
to those that believe in Him, © If ye abide in My Word, ye 
* are truly My disciples, and ye shall acknowledge the truth, 
* and the truth shall make you free.” We gain therefore the 
glory of freedom by subjection : that is, by servitude under 
Him. This makes us sons and heirs of God, and fellow heirs 
with Christ: of which He again shall be thy proof, saying ; 
* that every one that doeth in 1s the servant of sm : but the 
« 8ervant abideth not in the house for ever.1 If therefore the 
*« Son make you free, ye are really free.” 

The being willing therefore to serve 1s that which invites us 
to freedom, and the honour which 1s the especial prerogative of 
80ns : but disobedience humbles us to a base and 1gnomimous 
S8ervitude, if 1t be true, as true certainly 1t 1s, that * every one 
« that doeth sin 1s the servant of 8m.” 

But yes! says some one, obedience unto Christ's service is a 
most excellent thing, and highly to be appreciated ; but it 1s 
by no means an easy matter : for there 1s much that stands m 
the way, and 1s able to exhaust our zeal. Yes, 80 8ay I too :—for 
first of all Satan resists whatever 18 excellent :—and the flesh, 
in its fondness for pleasure, strives against the Spit, © for they 
« are contrary one to the other,” according to the expression 
of the wise Paul : and the law of sin that is in the members, 
savagely and very bitterly makes opposition. For I know that 
Paul, who was instructed in the law, excellently discusses these 
questions. For he aid, © For I rejoice in the law of God in 
« the inner man : but I see another law warring against the 
* law of the mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of 
* 8n, that 1s in my members.” And again; © I therefore in 
© my mind serve indeed the law of God, but 1 my flesh the 
« law of 8m.” And besides this, there is a certain powerful 
inchnation of the mind of man, which makes the will wander 
after pleasures : and engenders the delights of worldly lusts, 
and leads it away from the wish to labour in the cause of vir- 
tue. Shall we, therefore, on this account, refuse our service ? 


| 'The omis$10n of 6 vios pever ets Greek text retains it. It is, how- 
Tov atova, Is probably an error of ever, omitted in one or two MSS. 
the translator, or some copyist:; the of the N.'T. 
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Is He ever seen to command ought that 1s unpossIble, and that 
cannot be done ! Does He demand of us anything that exceeds 
the Iimits of our nature ! And who would venture to say this ? 
For certainly He adapts to our minds whatever 1s commanded. 
When, therefore, thou tellest me of the difficulty of obedience, 
I tell thee also : Do those things that are great and excellent 
come of themselves! or do those who seek to win them 8ucceed 
without toil? or, on the contrary, are they attained to by earnest- 
ness and labours! Who are the men that in the conflicts of the 
palestra are accustomed to win the crown? Is it those who 
have entirely devoted themselves to skill in the art of wrest- 
ling, and have gone through bitter toils? for © they endure all 
« things,” according to the expression of St. Paul : or, on the 
contrary, 18 1t the indolent and luxurious, and those entirely 
unacquainted with what 1s swtable for athletes? Who of those 
that till the ground have their threshing-floor full of sheaves ! 
Is 1t 8uch as neglect ploughing, and will not undertake the se- 
vere toil of the mattock : or, on the contrary, 1s it the diligent 
and industrious, and such as apply themselves to the labours 
neces8ary for ensuring a prolific crop! The answer is known, 
even if no one speak 1t; that it 18 with those who are willing 
to labour, and not with those whose wont 1t 1s to be at ease, 
that a life of happiness 1s to be found, and nothing wanting for 
a tranquil existence. The Psalmist also bears witness, in a pas- 
sage where he makes mention of the tillers of the ground as 
an exemplification of something else, * They went out, and that 
« with tears, carrying their seed : but they shall surely come 
© with joy bringing their sheaves.” Joy therefore 1s the fruit 
of labour. 

Moreover, the Lord Himself somewhere quickens us for the 
love of exertion in every praiseworthy purswt, by saying, 
© Enter at the strait gate : because narrow 1s the gate, and 
* 8rait the way that leadeth unto life ; but broad and wide 
« is that which leadeth down those that run thereon unto de- 
* 8truction.” Observe therefore that the end of that strait 
path leadeth unto life, while the easy descent of the broad way 
Sends men to the flame and never-ending torments. 

If therefore we call Christ, the Saviour of us all, Lord, let 
us do the things which He 8ays. For He teaches us Himselt 
what the benefit 1s of our being willing to do that which 1s 


1 Cor.1x.25. 


Ps.cxxvi.6, 


Mat. vu. 13. 
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commanded : and what the loss of our refusing to obey : for 
He says, © Every one that heareth My words and doeth them, 
«1s hke a man who builds a house, and firmly places its foun- 
* dations upon the rock :” while he who does not obey, he also 
is hike a man building a house, but who has taken no care for 
Its stability. For he who 1s obedient and tractable holds a 
thoroughly firm position in every thing that 18 honourable and 
go00d, by reason of his being not 80 much a hearer of the law, 
as a doer of its works: he resembles therefore a house firmly 
s8ettled, and having a foundation that cannot be shaken, so that 
even though temptations press upon Jim, and the savageness 
of the passions that dwell within us assail him like some winter 
torrent, or a waterflood, he will sustain no serious loss. But he 
who merely inclines his ear to what Christ saith, but stores no- 
thing up in his mind, nor performs anything that 1s commanded, 
he, on the other hand, is like a house just ready to fall. For 
he will be led away at once into things unseemly whenever 
pleasure allures him, and leads him into the pitfalls of sin, 

The service therefore of Christ invites us, as we affirm, unto 
every blessing : and if we will blameless]y fulfil it, Christ will 
crown us with His grace; by Whom and with Whom to God 
the Father be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever, Amen.m 


m 'The greater part of the above 
homily has perished in the Greek, 
but Mai has among his fragments 
one from his 8econd Catena B. not 
recognized in the Syriac : 1ts 8tyle, 
however, differs from CyriFs ; and 


in Cramer's Catena a part of 1t is 
quoted e& averrypapoy, 1. C, as given 
without the author's name, whereas 
Cyril had been very largely quoted 
by name almost immediately before. 
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And when He had ended all His words un the hearing of the C.vii. 1-10. 
people, He entered into Capernaum. And a certain centu- m__ o- Wt 
rion's 8ervant who was dear unto him was sick, and near | 
to die. And when he heard of Jesus, he s8ent unto Him 
elders of the Jews, beseeching Him to come and 8ave hts 
Servant. And when they came unto Jesus, they besought fi $3 
Him earnestly, s8aying, that he is worthy that Thou 24 
$houldst grant this unto him : for he loveth our nation, 08 &: 
and hath also built us himself a synagogque. And Jesus i $} 
went with them, And when He was now not far distant il 
from the house, the centurton sent his friends unto Hun, om. mpds ji t 
s8aying unto Him, Lord, trouble not Thyself ; for 1 am not oatathn ſl. 
s1fcient that Thou shouldest enter under my roof : there- 
fore neither thought 1 myself worthy to come unto Thee : 
but 8peak only with a word, and my child” will be healed. tadhrw BT. 
For I also am a man et under authority, having under 2207 
me 80ldiers; and I 8ay to this one, Go, and he goeth : and 
to another, Come, and he cometh : and to my servant, Do 
this, and he doeth it. And when Jesus heard these things, 

He marvelled at him, and turned Himself, and satd to the 
multitude that followed Hum, 1 8ay unto you, that I have 
not found 80 great faith even in Israel. And when they 
who had been 8ent returned unto the house, they found the add. aode- 
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THE wise Evyangelist filleth our minds with sacred les- 
Sons, and endeavours to throw abundant Tight upon what- 
ever makes our faith assured : for this 1s the object of his 
tidings concermng Christ. Very appropriately therefore he 
introduces Ihim as at one time teaching the holy Apostles 


n A domestic servant was con- quently it is rendered © servant” in 


stantly 8tyled mais, child. So "Y2 the A. V. as 1 Sam. it. 15, The | } 
in Hebrew, © Joseph was serving term was also applied to females, as ; 
** boy, (in charge of the sheep pro- when Boaz bade Ruth continue WY 


** bably,) with the 8ons of Bilhah.” with his © young women” during 
(Gen, xxxvN. 2.): and very fre- the gleaning. | 
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things superior to the service enacted in the law, and pointing 
out to them a path new and untrodden by them of old time of 
the conversation that becometh saints: and at another, he very 
beautifully displays to us the manifestation of a godlike power, 
in order that in every way it may be known that the Only- 
begotten Word of the Father 1s very God even though He be- 
came flesh, that 1s, man, —* and produces every thing by the 
*« word of his power :”—as 1s proved unto us by the examina- 
tion of what 1s written concerning Him. 

When then, s0 to speak, he had satiated the holy Apostles 
with the most perfect doctrines, and had set before them a 
banquet of evangelical commands, and had mingled the wine 
that maketh glad the heart of man, and very clearly told them 
the means by which they would become triumphant and praise- 
worthy, He goes down to Capernaum. And there also He 
works a great and wonderful deed, worthy of the greatness 
of His majesty : there a glorious theatre was moved with 
astonishment, in which angels and men were spectators. For 
Israel 1s rebuked, and 1s dull of understanding, and unready 
for faith : while the multitude of the heathen, in mind at least, 
is ready thoroughly both to understand and beheve : $0 that 
Christ 18 seen by Just decree rejecting His servant Israel, while 
He accepts and honours and crowns by His grace those who 
of old served the creature apart from the Creator : who were 
in gloom and darkness, and without the knowledge of God : 
and had bowed the neck of their slavish mind to the wicked- 
ness of demons. 

What, then, was that which was accomplished, or what was 
the miracle! There® was a pious man, distingwshed for the 
excellence of his conduct, and the commander of a body of s0l- 
diers, who was a fellow inhabitant with the people of Caper- 
naum. A faithful servant of his as it chanced fell sick, and, 80 
to speak, had already reached the gates of death, and to all 
appearance was now at his last gasp. *© And he was dear to 
* hin,” s0 that he was pierced with anguish. What remedy, 
then, can he find for what has happened, or what aid can he 
procure for him who 1s lying ill! © He heard, it says, the 


o Cr. contains several fragments and probably on this account, not 
of this exposition, but anonymously, included by Mai in his collection. 
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* things of Jesus ;” and $0 he sends unto Him, asking of Him 
manifestly as of God things that exceed the nature and power 
of man. For his request was, that one who was laid prostrate 
in the last stage of sickness might be delivered from the bands 
of death. And whence, then, did he know Jesus, since he was 
not as yet of the number of those who believed on Him ? for 
hitherto he had been one of the mass wandering in error. He 


heard, it says, the things concerning Him. And since certainly 


he had never heard His personal instruction, nor seen any of 
His miracles, nor had met with the writings of Moses, nor 
searched the divine Serrptures, he could only have attained 
to faith in Him from smple rumours and hearsays. But as 
being fully assured that by the mere act of His will He could 
accomphsh his request, he sends as supphcants in his behalf 
the principal men of the Jews; and these were the elders. 
Upon their arrival they offer their request, saying, © that he 
«1s worthy that Thon shouldest grant this unto him.” O 
marvellous act! They who slandered Christs glory, request 
Him to work a miracle ! Those who refused to beheve in Him, 
as& Him to display before men who had not yet believed 
such acts as lead on to faith! Tell me m what character 
dost thou approach with thy request! Dost thou know and 
believe that He 1s able to perform things that are the preroga- 
tive of God ? Art thou fully convinced that it belongs solely to 
the supreme Substance, Who 1s above all, to be able to make 
alive, and to deliver men from the snares of death ? If 80, how 
then didst thou say when thou sawest Jesus working miracles, 


«This man casteth not out devils but by Beelzebub, Prince of Mat. xii. 
* the devils!” And when that man who had been blind from *+ 


his mother's womb was wonderfully healed, and gained an un- 


wonted light, thou advisedst him, saying, © Give God the glory, John ix. 24. 


*« we know that this man 1s a inner.” Dost thou then ask 
this sinner, as thou calledst Him, to perform an act of Deity ! 
Is not this madness, and sheer stupidity ! Are not those who 
hitherto had not beheved far better than those who had been 
taught by the law and the prophets ! 

Wouldst thou see the fact that snch 1s the case and such 
only! Observe what follows; The Saviour had now set out 
upon His way to restore the sick man : but the centurion 
ent unto Him, saying, © Lord, trouble not Thyself; but speak 
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* with a word, and my child will be healed.” Consider then, 
that these elders of the Jews begged Jesus to go to the house of 
tim who requested His aid, as not being able m any other way 
to raise him up who was lying 1ll, except by going to his 8de : 
—whereas the other believed that He could do 1t even at a dis- 
tance, and effect it by the inclination of His will. He asked 
for the saving word, the loving assent, the all mighty utter- 
ance; and justly therefore did he win a sentence of surpassing 
worth : for Jesus said, © Verily I say unto you, that not even 
*1n Israel have I found s0 great faith.” The proof then and 
demonstration, follows closely and immediately from what we 
have now s8aid. Finally, He delivered that same hour from his 
sickness him who a little before had been the prey of death : 
for He Who willed the undoing of what had happened was God. 

As I 8aid then at the beginning of this discourse, by God's 
holy decree Israel fell from his relationship unto Him, and m 
his stead the heathen were called and admitted, as having a 
heart better prepared for that faith in Him, which justly 1s 
required. And of this the divine Psalmist shall again be our 
proof, where he says concerning them ; at one tune, © Thou 
* hast inchned Thine ear becanse of the preparation of their 
© heart;” and at another, © Many were their infirmities, and 
* afterwards they went quickly.” For many indeed were the 
offences laid to their charge, to which he gently gives the 
name of 1infirmities : for they were wandering in error, and 
gmlty of abominable crimes, not merely in one way, but in 
many : but they went quickly to the faith, that is, they were 
not slow in accepting the commands of Christ, but very readily 
embraced the faith. For that they were to be caught in 
Christ's net, He teacheth thee where He saith by one of the 
holy prophets, © For this wait for Me, saith the Lord, until 
** the day of My rising up to bear witness, because My judg- 
* ment 1s for the congregations of the heathen.” For when 
Christ rose from the dead, He bestowed on those that were in 
error that judgment which is for their happiness and salvation. 
For He even commanded the holy disciples, © Go make disci- 
« ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
* Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : and 
* teaching them to obserye all those things that T have com- 
*« manded you.” 
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By the holy decree therefore, and just s8entence of our 
common Saviour Christ, the heathen were honoured ; but 
Israel we see rejected from His love and affection. For what 
do we find the chief Shepherd of all saying to them by one of 
the holy prophets ? © And I have declared, He says, that I will Zee. xi. 9. 
* not teed you, and that which is dying shall die: and that 
* which 1s fainting shall faint: and those that are left shall 
** devour every one the flesh of his neighbour.” And again ; 87 
« God hath rejected them, because they have not heard Him : Hos. ix. 17. ll | 
* and they shall be wanderers among the heathen.” And | 
again by the voice of the prophet Ezechiel, © Thus saith my x. xii. rs. 
* Lord, the Lord; that I will drive them among the heathen, nou hy. | 
« and disperse them over the whole earth.” Take the actual 
result of facts for your persuasion and faith in what 1s here 
Said. For they are vagabonds and strangers in every land and [i 
city, neither preserving in its purity the worship enjoined by ". 
the law, nor submitting to accept the gloriousness of the excel- =et 
lency of the Gospel life : while we, who have received the | | | : 
faith are fellow-citizens with the saints, and called the sons of 3. 
the Jerusalem that is above, in heaven, by the grace of God [|] 
wihuch crowneth us. And Him we afhrm to be the completion of 
the law and the prophets: we confess His glory ; we admire 
Him as He worketh miracles ; by Whom and with Whom, to 
God the Father be praisxe and dominion with the Holy Ghost, 
for eyer and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON XXXVLI. 


C vii1tz, And it came to pass the day after, He was going to a city 
Gr. Naty. called Nair, and His disciples were going with Him,...9 


* * * * * * 


From Mai But observe how He joins miracle to miracle : and in the 

anc Cra- former instance, the healing of the centurion's servant, He 
was present by invitation : but here He draws near without 
being invited. For no one summoned Him to restore the dead 
man to life, but He comes to do 80 of His own accord. And 
He 8eems to me to have purposely made this nuracle also 
follow upon the former. For there was nothing unprobable in 
supposing that at some time or other s0me one might rise up 
and 8ay, in opposition to the Saviour's glory, © What is the 
* prodigy wrought in the case of the centurion's son! For 

Cr. &v + * though he was ailing, he was in no danger of death, even 

-— py © though the Evangelist has 80 written, shaping his narrative 
* rather with a view to what was pleasant, than to what was 
* true.” To stop therefore the mtemperate tongue of such de- 
tractors, he 8ays, that Christ met the dead young man, the 
only son of a widow. It was a pitiable calamity, able to arouse 
one's lamentation, and make one's tears gush forth ; and 
the woman follows, stupified with her misfortune, and all but 
fainting, and many with her. 

From the * * * : for that dead man was being buried, and many 

Syriac. friends were conducting him to his tomb. But there meets him 
the Life and Resurrection, even Christ : for He 1s the De- 


4 A folium 1s here lost, and appa- Civ. Dei, 1. xx. c. 10.) Gentiles ta- 
rently at some distant time, as the libus dis 8wis, 8c. qui antea ho- 
ornamental writing of the title has mines fuerant, et templa edificave- 
left its marks on the opposite side. runt, et statuerunt aras, et 8acer- 
In the margin 1s a note, © Fit to be dotes instituerunt, et sacrificia fe- 
* read at the commemoration of the cerunt. Nos autem martyribus 
* departed.” 'To depart was a com- nostris non templa sicut diis, s8ed 
mon euphemism in the ancient memorias s8icut hominibus mortuis, 
church for death; cf. Suiceri 'Th. quorum apud Deum vivunt spiritus, 
g8ub aro0nuia: and of the Comme- fabricamus. 
morations, St. Augustin 8ays (De 
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stroyer of death and of corruption : He 1t 1s ©1n Whom we hve Acts xvii. 
* and move and are :” He it is. Who has restored the nature of ?*: 
man to that which it originally was; and has set free our 
death-fraught flesh from the bonds of death. He had mercy 
upon the woman, and that her tears nught be stopped, He 
commanded, saying, © Weep not.” And immediately the cause 
of her weeping was done away : how, or by what method? He | 
touched the bier, and by the utterance of his godike word, |Þ1 
made him who was lying thereon return again to hte: for $4 
He said, © Young man, I say unto thee, Arise;” and unmedi- \ #4 
ately that which was commanded was done : the actual accom- | 
plishment attended upon the words, © And that dead man, it 18 | 
* 8ays, at up, and began to speak, and He gave him to Its it 
* mother.” Ys 

Observe here too, I pray you, the accuracy of the ex- Fo 
press10n : for the divine Evangelist not only says, that the 8+ 
dead man sat up, but lest any one should by false arguments Ih 
attack the miracle, saying, © What wonder ! if by means of some is; 
* artifice or other the body was set upright ! for 1t 1s not as yet 
* clearly proved to be alive, or delivered from the bonds of 
* death :'—for this reason he very skilfully notes down two proots [Þ 
one after the other, sufficient to produce the conviction that he 
did in very truth arise and was restored. * For he began, he 
« 8ays, to s8peak”—but an inanimate body cannot 8eak—*And 
* He gave him to Iis mother :”—but assuredly the woman 
would not have taken her son back to her house if he had been 
dead, and had breathed his last. 

Those persons therefore who were restored to life by the 
power of Christ, we take as a pledge of the hope prepared for 1 
us of a resurrection of the dead : and these were, this young | 
man, and Lazarus of Bethany, and the daughter of the chief of 
the &ynagogue. And this truth the company of the holy pro- 
phets proclaimed before : for the blessed Isaiah 8aid, © The Is. xxvi. 
* dead $hall arise, and those in the graves shall be restored to '7 
* hife : for the dew from Thee 1s healing to them.” And by 
dew he means the life-giving operation of Christ, which is by | 
the instrumentality of the Holy Ghost. And the Pxalmist 
bears witness, thus speaking concerning them in words ad- 
dressed to God the Saviour of us all. © When Thou turnest Ps. civ. 29. 
away Thy face they are troubled, and return to their dust. 
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* Thou sendest Thy Spirit, and they are created, and Thou 
{© renewest the face of the ground.” For 1t was by reason of 
Adam's transgression of the commandment that we, havin, our 
taces turned away from God, returned to our dust : for the 
Sentence of God upon human nature was, © Dust thou art, and 
* unto dust thou shalt return :” but at the time of the con- 
gummation of this world, the face of the earth shall be renewed : 
tor God the Father by the Son in the Spirit will give lite to 
all those who are laid within it. 

It is death that has brought men to old age and corruption : 
death therefore has made old, that is to say, has corrupted : 
for © that which is made old, and is growing aged, 18s near cor- 
* ruption,” as Scripture saith : but Christ renews, in that He 
is *the Life.” For He Who in the beginning created, 1s able 
again to renew unto incorruption and life. For one may wel: 
affirm that it is the office of one and the same energy and 
power, to effect both the one and the other. As therefore the 
prophet Isaiah says, © He hath swallowed up death, having 
become mighty.” And again, © The Lord hath taken away all 
* weeping from every countenance. He hath taken away the 
** reproach of the people from all the earth.” By the reproach 
of the people he means sin, which disgraces and depraves 
men : and which, together with destruction, shall be slain, and 
Sorrow and death shall perish, and the tears cease winch are 
shed on 1its account, 

Disbeheve not therefore the resurrection of the dead ; for long 
ago Christ wrought it among us with a Godlike majesty. And 
let no man say, that He Who raised two, for mstance, or three, 
and effected thus much, is not thoroughly sufficient for the life 
also of us all. Such words, foul with utter ignorance, are 
s1mply ridiculous. Right rather is it for us to understand, that 
He 1s the Life, and the Life-giver by nature. And how can 
the Life be insufficient for making all alive? It would be the 
same thing as to say in one's excessive folly, that the Light also 
1s sufficient indeed for little things, but not for the Universe. 

He therefore arose who was descending to his grave. And 
the manner of his rising is plain to see ; *for He touched, it says, 
** the bier, and said, Young man, I say unto thee, arise.” And 
yet how was not a word enough for raising him who was lying 
there! For what 1s there difficult to it, or past accomplish- 
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ment! What is more powerful than the Word of God! Why 
then did He not effect the miracle by a word only, but also 
touched the bier! It was, my beloved, that thou mightest 
learn that the holy body of Christ is effectual for the salvation 
of man. For the flesh of the Almighty Word 1s the body of 
life, and was clothed with His might. For consider, that iron, 
when brought into contact with fire, produces the effects of 
tire, and fulfils its functions ; 80, because it became the flesh of 
the Word, Who gives life to all, it therefore also has the power 
of giving life, and anmihilates the influence of death and cor- 
ruption”, May our Lord Jesus Christ also touch us, that 
delivering us from evil works, even from fleshly lasts, He may 
unite us to the assemblies of the saints ; for He 1s the giver of 
all good, by Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father, be 


praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


r 'Two passages follow in Mai, not and C. is referred also by Aquinas 


recognised by the Syriac. The first 
from Cod. A. 1s as follows : © for 
we believe that the body of Christ 
makes alive, because It is both the 
temple and dwelling-place of the 
living Word, and possesses all Its 
activity. It was not enough there- 
fore for Him only to command, 
though accustomed by a word to 
accomplish whatsoever He wished, 
but He laid also His hands on the 
bier, shewing that His body also 
possesses the power of making 
alive.” The &econd from Codd. A 


and Cramer's MS. to Cyril : © That 
fear fell upon all, and they glorified 
God, was indeed a great thing on 
the part of the 8enseless and un- 
grateful people (Cr. reads X6yo for 
Xa@): for shortly afterwards they 
regard Him neither as a prophet, 
nor as having appeared for the good 
of the people: yea they deliver up 
to death Him Who destroys death, 
not knowing that at that very time 
He destroyed death, when in His 


own person He wrought the resur- 
rection,” 
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SERMON XXXVIIL 


And this word concerning Him went forth in all Judaa, and 
in all the region round about. And his disciples told 
John of all these things : and John called certain two of 
his disciples, and 8ent them unto Jesus, saying, Art Thou 
He that cometh, or look we for another ? When the men 
came to Him, they 8aid, John the Baptist 8ent us to Thee, 
8aying, Art Thou He that cometh, or look we for another 7 
But in that same hour he healed many of sicknesses and 
Scourges, and of evil 8jrits: and unto many that were 
blind He gave 8ight. And He answered and 8atd to 
them, Go tell John what things ye have 8een and heard : 
that the blind see ; and the laine walk ; and the lepers are 
cleansed ; and the deaf hear; the dead arise, and the 
poor are preached unto; and blessed is he who ts not 


offended in Me. 


ON the present occasion also the Word about to be ad- 
dressed to you, and the investigation of the sacred doctrines 
cannot but be most certainly for your benefit. Come then, 
that together with the holy angels we may praise the universal 
Saviour : for He is worshipped, as in heaven $0 also in earth ; 
and to Him every knee shall bow, as it is written, Be it 
therefore known to people everywhere, that the Lord 1s God, 
and even though He appeared in fashion like unto us, yet has 
He given us the indications of a godlike power and mayesty on 
many occas1ons, and in a multitude of ways: by driving away 
diseases; by rebuking unclean spirits; by bestowing on the 
blind their sight ; and finally, even by expelling death 1tself 
from the bodies of men ;—death which cruelly and merclessly 
had tyrannized from Adam even unto Moses, according to the 
express10n of the divine Paul. That widow's son then at Naim 


5 In the preceding s8ermon this way as in Sanscrit certain final let- 
place was called Nair, in the 8ame ters are regularly changed into 7, 
way as Behar has occurred for Be- from the ease with which the voice 
al, and as no Gr. MS. recognises rests upon that letter at the close of 
this form, it 1s possible that it is a a word. 

Syriac provincialism, im the same 
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arose unexpectedly and wonderfully, and the miracle remained 
unknown to no one throughout the whole of Judza, but was 
noised abroad as a divine sign, and admiration was upon every 
tongue. And $ome of his intimate friends, that is, his disc1- 
ples, tell 1t also to the blessed Baptist : and he chose out and 
Selected two persons from the rest, and sends them to Jesus 
to ask Him, if it is He Who cometh, or whether they must 
wait for another. What hast thou done, O excellent Bap- 
tis! Dost thou not know Him Whom thou preachedst, being 
thyselft the precursor of this rising, as the morning star pro- 
claims the coming 8un ? Thou wentest before Him like a torch. 
Thou pointedst Him out to the holy apostles, saying very 


plainly, © Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the in John i. 29. 


* of the world!” Elzewhere also we heard Thee saying to the 


multitudes of the Jews, that © after me cometh the man who John i. 30. 


« was before me, because He is before me. And I knew Hin 
« not: but He Who ent me to baptize in water, He 8aid 
* unto me, On Whom thou seest the Holy Ghost descend from 
« heaven, and remain upon Him, He it is Who baptizeth in 
** the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bore witness, that This is 
* the Son of God.” How then dost thou ask, if it is He that 
cometh ? For thou saidst, © I saw and bore witness, that He 
* 1s the Son of God.” But the blessed Baptist did not fail 
to recognise the Word of God Who had become man. Do 
not imagine 80. Well and very clearly was he persuaded 
that He was He that cometh ; but what He did was sometlhing 
wise and well-contrived, and fit in no slight degree to benefit 
his disciples. For they indeed, because they did not yet 
know Ohrist, inasmuch as His glory and all-excelling majesty 
was concealed from them, were even silently stung at His 
working miracles, and surpassing the Baptist in the greatness 
of the deeds wrought by Him. For on one occasion they 
even drew near to him, pining with envy and vexation, and with 
their heart till requiring to set free from Jewish maladies, 
and said to the blessed Baptist concerning Christ the universal 
Saviour, © Rabbi, He Who was with thee on the other side of 
** Jordan, to Whom thou bearest witness, He baptizeth, and 
** every man cometh to Him.” For they did not wish any one 
else to baptize at all, and exalt himself against the honour of 
John. They learnt howeyer from him the superiority of Christ's 
T 
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glory, and the incomparable greatness of His splendour : for 
they heard him say in answer, © Ye are yourselves my wit- 
** nesses that I aid, that I am not the Christ, but that 1 
* have been 8ent before Him. He who hath - the bride 1s 
« the bridegroom : but the bridegroom's triend, who standeth 
* and heareth his voice, joyfully rejoiceth because of the 
* bridegroom's voice : this therefore, which 1s my joy, 18 com- 
* plete. He must grow great, but I must be made smaill.” 
We do not however say that the blessed Baptist 1n any respect 
whatsoever decreased in dgmty, himselt of himselt, during the 
time that Christ's glory was constantly receiving addition from 
those that believed on Him : but masmuch as the blessed 
John continued in the measure of human nature :—for 1t was 
not poss1ble for him ever to advance to any thing beyond :—but 
the incarnate Word, being in His nature God, and ineffably be- 
gotten of God the Father, advancing continually to His proper 
glory, was admired of all men ; for this reason it was he sa1d, 
** He must grow great, but I must be made small.” For he 
who remains in exactly the same state seems to grow small, in 
comparison with one who 1s continually advancing. But that 
it was right that as being by nature God, He should surpass in 
might and glory human things, he explamed to them saying : 
* He Who cometh from above 1s above all: and he who 1s of 
* the earth, belongeth to the earth, and speaketh of the earth.”” 
Who then is He Who cometh from above, and 1s above all as 
being God? Plainly the only-begotten Word of the Father, 
Who was in His hikeness, and on an equality with Him : but 
for the love He had unto the world, humbled Himself to our 
estate. As being such theretore, He must necessarily 8ur- 
pass one who was of the earth : one, that is to say, num- 
bered among the things of earth, and thew hke in nature, snch 
as was the Baptist. For he was indeed praiseworthy in virtue, 
and incomparable in piety, and had attained to the perfection 
ot all righteousness, and was honourable and worthy of admi- 
ration : for the Lord bore him witness saying, © There hath 
* not risxen among the 80ns of women one greater than John 
* the Baptist.” But he was not from above; not of the Sub- 
stance, I mean, that is set above all: rather he was from 
below, a son of earth, and one of us. Therefore, to return from 
this digress1on, as thei heart was not free from Jewish mala- 
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dies, they tell the blessed Baptist of the Saviour's divine s1gns : 1 
and he, as thoroughly knowing Who 1t was That wrought the '} 
miracles, exulted indeed in himself, in seeing the Saviour's "1 Þ 
glory spread abroad : but to produce a firm and steadfast faith | 
in Him, in those, who as yet were halting, nor thus far con- - B 
vinced that He 1s the Christ, he puts on the appearance 
of ignorance, and 0 sends to Him certain to ask Him, s8aying, 
« Art Thon He That cometh, or do we wait for another !” 
Cometh wlither perhaps some will say : for there are men | 
who think that we ought to understand something of this sort : i 4 
—that as the Baptist was about before the precious cross to ll 
undergo death by the wickedness of Herod, and, s0 to speak, 
anticipate Christ's departure, and as His forerunner, pre- 
cede His arrival in Hades, he asks whether He will come there i þ 
also, to redeem those in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and entangled in inevitable bonds. But such an opinion 18 
utterly to be rejected : for nowhere do we find that the Serip- 
ture inspired of God has declared that the divine Baptist 
preached beforehand to the spirits in Hades the coming of the 
Saviour. And this also we may truly say, that masmuch as 
once for all he knew the whole effect of the dispeasation in the 
flesh of the Only-begotten, he of course knew, in addition to 
the other particulars, that He will redeem those in Hades, and 
shine forth cyen upon them, as © by the grace of God tasting Heb. ii. 9. 
« death for every man,” that as Paul says, © He may be Lord Rom.xiv.g. 
* both of the dead and of the hving.” 

What then does he wish to understand by asking, © Art 
« Thou He that cometh, or do we wait for another!” I sa1d 
then, that he puts on the appearance of 1gnorance purposely, 
not 80 much that he might himself learn :—for as being the 
forerunner he knew the mystery :—but that his disciples might ; 
be convinced, how great 1s the Saviour's superiority, and that, 
as the word of the inspired Scripture had announced before, 
He is God, and the Lord That was to come. All the rest then 
were servants, sent before a master, preceding Him Who is 
beyond all, and preparing the way of the Lord, as it is written, Is. xl. . 
By the holy prophets therefore the Saviour and Lord of all is 
called, © He that cometh.” For the prophet David in a psalm 
declares : - © Blessed be He That cometh in the Name of the ps, exviii. 
* Lord.” And what means that expression © in the Name of 2 
T 2 
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* the Lord?'” It means in godlike glory, and lordsbip, and all 
transcending majesty. And this again he has signified in what 
follows: © The Lord is God, and hath shone forth upon us.” 
For Moses indeed came, and appeared in his season, and by his 
instrumentality the law was spoken to the Israclites : and then 
after him Jesus the son of Nun commanded the host, and then 
in order the blessed prophets. And they were indeed holy 
men, honourable beyond comparison, and endowed with a 
Spiritual and all-excelling splendour : but no one of them 
Shone forth upon the mhabitants of earth in the name of the 
Lord, in the glory that is of Godhead and dominion. But the 
only-begotten Word of God $shone forth upon us as being ,in 
His nature and verily God and Lord. So God the Father 
named Him by the prophet Habakuk, thus saying ; © Yet a 
« little He That cometh will come, and will not tarry.” And 
again also by another prophet the only-begotten Word of God 
thus speaketh : © Rejoice, and be glad, O daughter of Zion : 
* for behold! I come, and will lodge in the midst of thee, 
* 81th the Lord. And many nations shall find refage in the 
« Lord on that day; and I will be to them a God, and they 
* 8hall be to Me a people,” And that this has come to pass, 
one may 8ee by actual facts: for a multitude of nations has 
been caught in the net, and Christ is their God, and they are 
His people. 

Having therefore taken from the inspired Scripture the 
name of © He That cometh,” the divine Baptist sent certain 
of his friends to ask, if He were He that cometh.” And 
what follows! Inasmuch as Christ by nature and in truth 1s 
God, the purpose of John did not escape Him, but as well 
knowing the cause of his disciples' coming, He especially 
at that particular time began accomplisghing divine miracles 
many times more numerous than those which He had Iitherto 
wrought. For 80 the wise Evangelist has told us, saying, * In 
** that 8ame hour He healed many of sicknessess and of 
** 8courges, and of evil spirits : and gave sight to many that 
« were blind.” Having then been made spectators and eye- 
witnesses of His greatness, and gathered into them a great 
admiration of, His power and ability, they bring forward the 
question, and beg in John's name to be informed, whether He 
is He Who cometh. Here ee I pray the beautiful art of the 
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Saviour's management. For He does not imply say, I am; 
though had He 80 spoken, it would have been true : but He 
rather leads them to the proof given by the works themselves, 
in order that having accepted faith in Him on good grounds, 
and being furnished with knowledge from what had been done, 
they might 80 return to him who sent them. © For go, He 
** 8ays, tell John the things that ye have seen and heard.” 
For ye have heard indeed, He says, that I have raised the 
dead by the all-powerful word, and by the touch of the hand : 
ye have seen also, while ye yourselves stood by, that those 
things that were spoken of old time by the holy prophets are 
accomplished : the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the dumb hear, and the dead arise, and the 
poor are preached unto. All these things the blessed pro- 
phets had before announced, as about in due time to be 
wrought by My hands. If then I bring to pass those things 
that were prophecied long before, and ye are yourselves spec- 
tators of them, return and tell those things which ye have 
seen with your own eyes accomplighed by My might and 
ability, and which at various times the blessed prophets fore- 
told. And then He added necessarily to these things; © And 
« blessed 18 he who 1s not offended in Me!” For the Jews 
indeed were offended, either as not knowing the depth of the 
mystery, or because they did not seek to know. For though 
the ipspired Scripture announced beforehand, in every part of 
it, that the -Word of God would humble Himself to emptiness, 
and be seen upon earth, plainly referring to when He was 
snch as we are, and would justify by faith every thing under 
heaven, yet they stumbled against Him, and struck against 


the rock of offence, and fell, and were ground to powder. Is. viii. 14 


For though they plainly saw Him invested with ineffable dig- : 


nity and gurpassing glory, by means of the wondrous deeds Luks XX, 
He wrought, they threw stones at Him and said : © Why dost ; _—_ x24 


** Thou, being a man, make thyself God ! ?” Tn answer to thexe 
things, Christ reproved the immeasurable infirmity of their 


intellect, and s8aid; © If I do not the works of My Father, Jobn x. 37, 


* beheve Me not : but if I do, then though ye beheve not Me, 
* beheve My works.” Blessed therefore is he, who doth not 
stumble against Christ ; that is, who believeth in Him. 

And what the advantage is that is derived from this, and in 
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what way we are benefitted by aitaining to faith in Him, 
every one knows: nothing however forbids our enumerating a 
few particulars. For first indeed we obtain the light of the true 
knowledge of God : and next, when by the aid of holy baptism 
we bave washed away the stains of sin, being purified that we 
may $erve Him purely, we are als made partakers of His 
divine nature, and gain Him to dwell within us by having the 
communion of the Holy Ghost. And we are made also sons of 
God, and win for ourselves brotherhood with Him Who by 
nature and verily is the Son. Moreover, in addition to these 
things, we are exalted to the inheritance of the saints, and 
dwell in bliss in the enjoyment of those blessings which are 
bestowed on those who love Him, and which the divine Paul 
declares surpass understanding and description : © for eye hath 
*« not seen, nor ear heard, and into the heart of man have not 
*« entered the things that God hath prepared for them that 
« love Him.” Of those may we also be thought worthy by 
the grace and love of Him Who giveth to every one bounti- 
fully all good things, even of Christ, by Whom and with Whom, 
to God the Father, be praisxe and domimion with the Holy 
Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. t 


t Mai from Cod. A. contains a and instances will subsequently be 
few lines here and there not ac- pointed out of his having thus intro- 
knowledged by the Syriac, but ap- duced single sentences into the body 
parently only intended to convey of the Commentary, though naturai- 
the general sense of the pas8ages ly such intrusions generally escape 
omitted ; though even these may discovery. The 8ubject of this ser- 
possIbly be from other works of S. mon is again treated of by S. Cyril 
Cyril, as Niketas' acquaintance with in his Thesaurus, c. xi. 
them was evidently most complete, 
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And when the messengers of John had departed, He began to C. vi. 24- 
gpeak unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out ” 
into the wilderness to 8ee? A reed, shaken with the wind ? 
But what went ye out to 8ee? A man clad in 80ft gar- twarious 
ments * Behold they who wear 80ft clothing, are in the - _ _ 
abodes of kings. But what went ye out to gee? A Pro- BGTs. 
phet ? Yea, IT 8ay unto you : and more than a prophet : — 
for this is he of whom it is written, Behold I 8end My mes- om. ydp 
8enger before Thy face, to prepare Thy way before Thee. _ 4 
Verily 1 say unto you, Among those born of women there - Bat Ay 


is no one greater than John : but he who is least in the xtyw ydp 


FS, | . Gs. | 

kingdom. of God ts greater than he. \Gow B. Nt 
*IcodyvouBS. 13] 

YE who thirst for the knowledge of the divine doctrines, Te9pi7ns | 
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open once again the treasure-house of your minds: satiate your- rpog. 'Iw. 
selves with the sacred words : or rather, give way to no feeling reflec 
of satiety herein : for gluttony in things that tend to edification 
is a quality worth the gaining. Let us approach, then, the 
Saviour's words, not carelessly, and without due preparation, 
but with that attentiveness and vigilance which befits those 
who would learn, For 80 alone can those subjects for contem- 
plation, which are difficult of comprehens1on, be rightly under- 
st00d. Let us, therefore, ask of Christ that light, which He 
sends down upon the mind and heart, that thus being enabled 
correctly to understand the force of what is said, we may again 
admire the beautiful skill of the management. For He had 
been asked by the disciples of John, whether He 1s He that 
cometh? When then {He had answered them in a suitable 
manner, and commanded them to return to him that sent them, 
He began to say unto the multitudes concerning him, © What 
* went ye out anto the wilderness to 8ee! a reed shaken by 
* the wind ?” And what the instruction is which we gain from 
this, or what the end to which our Saviour's words have refer- 
ence, how must 1t not be worth our while to inquire ! Let us 
examine, therefore, the meaning of what is said : let us search 
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it as a treasure : let us spy into its secrets: and fixing our 
mind upon the profundity of the mystery, let us be ike careful 
moneychangers,® proving every thing, as Scripture $ays. 
There were then certain who prided themselves upon their 
performance of what was required by the law : the Scribes 
namely, and Pharisees, and others of their party ; who were 
regarded according to their profess1ons as exact observers of 
the law, and claimed on this score, that their heads should be 
adorned with honours. This too is the reason why they neither 
accepted faith m Christ, nor paid due honour to that mode of 
life which truly is praiseworthy and blameless: even that which 
is regulated by the commands of the Gospel. The purpose, 
therefore, of Christ the Saviour of all, was to shew them that 
the honours both of the religious and moral service that are 
by the law, were of small account, and not worthy of being at- 
tained to, or even perhaps absolutely nothing, and unavailing 
tor edification : while the grace that is by faith in Him 1s the 
pledge of blessings worthy of admiration, and able to adorn 
with incomparable honour those that possess it. Many, then, 
as I 821d, were observers of the law, and greatly puffed up on 
this account : they even gave out that they had attained to the 
pertection of all that is praiseworthy, in the exact pertorm- 
ance of the righteousness that consisted in shadows and types. 
In order, then, that, as I said, He might prove that those who 
beheve in Him are better and superior to them, and that the 
glories of the followers of the law are evidently but small mn 
comparison with the evangelic mode of life, He takes him who 
was the best of their whole class, but nevertheless was born of 
woman, I mean the blessed Baptist : and having aftirmed that 
he 1s a prophet, or rather above the measure of the prophets, 
and that among those born of women no one had arisen greater 
than he in righteousness, that namely, which is by the law, He 
declares, that he who is small, who falls short, that is, of his 
measure, and 1s inferior to him in the righteousness that is by 
the law, 1s greater than he :—not greater, in legal righteous- 
ness, but in the kingdom of God, even in fait, and the excel- 
lencies which result from faith. For faith crowns those that 
recelye 1t with glories that surpass the law. And this thou 


a For this quotation, consult the note at the commencement of Serm. 39. 
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learnest, and wilt thyself affirm to be the case, when thou 
meetest with the words of the blessed Paul : for having de- 
clared himself to be free from blame in the righteousness that 
1s by the law, he added forthwith, © But those things that were Phil. iii. 7. 
« gain unto me, those I have counted loss for Christ's sake : 
«and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ : not 
* having my own righteousness which is by the law, but the 
* righteousness that 1s of the faith of Jesus Christ.” And the 
Israelites he even considers deserving of great blame, thus say- 
ing : © For being ignorant of God's righteousness, that namely Rom. x. 3. 
* which is by Christ, and secking to establish their own ; even 
« that which is by the law; they have not submitted them- 
« 8elves to the righteousness of God. For Christ 18 the com- 
« pletion of the law for righteousness unto every one that be- 
* lieveth.” And again, when speaking of these things : © We, Gal. ii. 15. 
© he says, who by nature are Jews, and not sinners of the 
* Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
* of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, we also have be- 
« heved in Jesns Christ, that we may be justified in Him.” 
The being justified, therefore, by Christ, that is to say, by faith 
in Him, surpasses the glories of the righteousness that 18 by 
the law. For this reason the blessed Baptist 1s brought tor- 
ward, as one who had attained the foremost place in legal 
righteousness, and to a praise 80 far incomparable. And yet 
even thus he 1s ranked as less than one who 1s least : © for 
© the least, He says, is greater than he in the kingdom of 
* God.” But the kingdom of God s1gmifies, as we athrm, the 
grace that is by faith, by means of which we are accounted 
worthy of every blessing, and of the possess1on of the rich gifts 
which come from aboye from God. PFor it frees us irom all 
blame ; and makes us to be the sons of God, partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and heirs of a heavenly inheritance, 

Having prefaced therefore thus much by way of preparation, 
and to explain the connection of the ideas, come now, and let 
us examine the actual words. As I have already said then, 
He exalts the divine Baptist to a great height, and crowns the 
Forerunner with surpassing honours purposely ; that thou 
mayest the more thoroughly admire faith; as that which 
makes believers to have a grandeur far surpaszing even that 


of men thus illustrious. He asks the Jews, then, saying, 
U 
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« What went ye out into the wilderness to see!? a reed shaken 
* by the wind?” Now He compares to a reed, —a thing tossed 
about, and, so to speak, reeling and shaken to and fro by the 
| violence of the winds, —the man who lives in worldly honours and | 
pleasures, and in the grandeur of temporal sovereignty. For 

there 1s nothing stable or firm or unshaken with such persons, 

but things change frequently in an unexpected manner, and to 

that which they did not anticipate, and their prosperity lightly 

1 Pet. i. 24. Pas8es away. For true it is, that © all flesh 1s grass, and all 
* the glory of man as the flower of grass : the grass withereth, | 

* and the flower falleth.” Did ye then, He says, go out into | 

the desert to see a man like a reed! This, however, possibly 

he is not, but of a different character ; one of those who hve in 

J pleasures, and are wont to be clad in beautiful garments, and 
j value childish honour. And yet one does not see persons such 
as these dwelling in the desert, but at the courts of kings: and 

as for the blessed Baptist's raiment, 1t was of camel's hair, and | 

a leathern girdle upon lus loins. | 

What then did ye go out to &ee! Perhaps ye say, A Pro- 

phet. Yea, I also say as well as you. For he 1s a saint and a | 
prophet : nay, he even 8urpasses the dignity of a prophet ; for 

not only did he announce before that Iam coming, but pointed 

John i. 29. Me out close at hand, saying ! © Behold the Lamb of God, 
« That beareth the in of the world.” Moreover, he was tes- 

Mal. iii. 1. tified of by the prophet's voice, © as sent before My face, to 
* prepare the way before Me.” And I bear him witness that 

there hath not arisen among those born of women one greater 

than he : but he that is least—in the life I mean according to 

the law—in the kingdom of God is greater than he. How and 

im what manner? *In that the blessed John, together with as 
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X The passage in Mai, p. 213, John was more honourable than 
from B. f. 72. agrees, as far as it the prophets, as being himself the 
goes, with the Syriac. It is pre- object of prophecy : and guards 
ceded, however, by two passages, against a misinterpretation of the 
the second of which from B. f. 751i. word angel in the prediction, © Be- 
is much too rhetorical to be really * hold I send My angel before Thy 
S. Cyril's, and 1s given by Cramer, © face.” 'The other passage from 
anonymously, following one taken A. 118. has the appearance of being 
from Titus of Bostra, whose style a summary of $S. CyriPs argument 
it much more resembles. It ex- respecting John being the greatest 
plains, however, more fully what of those born of women, though it 
Cyril very shortly refers to, viz. that includes new matter in an important 
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many as preceded him, was born of woman : but they who 
have received the faith, are no more called the sons of women, 
but as the wise Evangelist 8a1d, © are born of God.” © For to John i. 12. 
« all, he says, who received Him, that 1s, Christ, He gave 
« power to become the sons of God, even to them who beheve 
© on His Name: who have been born, not of blood, nor of the 
« will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” For 
we have been born again to the adoption of the sons, © not of 1 Pet. i. 23. 
* corruptible seed,” but, as Scripture sath, © by the living and 
«* abiding Word of God.” Those then who are not of corrupt- 
ible seed, but, on the contrary, have been born of God, are 
Superior to any one born of woman. 
There 1s also another respect in which they surpass those 
born of women. For they have earthly fathers : but we Hun 
Who 1s above in heaven. For we have received this also of 
Christ, Who calleth us to the adoption of sons and brotherhood 
with Him. For He has aid, © Ye shall not call any one on Mat. xxiii. 
* earth father: for One 1s your Father, Who 1s in heaven. A - 
* But ye, all of you, are brethren.” And most wise Paul - ER; 
gives us s8urety of this, writing as follows: © For because ye Gal. iv. 6. 
* are sons, God hath sent the Spirit of His Son into your 
* hearts, calling Father, our Father.” For when Christ rose, 
and spolled hell, the spirit of adoption was then given to them 
that believed on Him, and first of all to the holy disciples ; for 
* He breathed upon them, saying, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. John xx. 
* If ye remit the smns of any, they are remitted them ; and it ** 
« ye retain the sins of any, they are retained.” For inasmuch 
as they have become partakers of the divine nature, by being 
richly endowed with that lordly and all-governing Spirit ; 
therefore He has also given them the godlike power of remit- 
ting the 8ins of whomsoever they will, and of retaining those 


interpretation of Luke xvii. 21.: to paragraph in page 148: © Even 


the effect that © the kingdom of 
* heaven s&ignifies the gift of the 
* Holy Ghost,” according to the 
words, *©'The kingdom of heaven is 
* within you.” Soon after this quo- 
tation it runs into the Syriac, at the 
8entence with which B. 72. ends, 
with some verbal differences. 'This 
Sentence will be found in my trans- 
lation at the commencement of the 


« though, therefore, we be infe- 
* nor to them, &c.*” But 800n 
afterwards 1t diverges again to ex- 
plain more fully than the Syriac 
does, that our Lord's words that 
from the days of John the kingdom 
of heaven 1s taken by force, would 
not justify the conclusion, that the 
Saints of the old dispensation did 
not gain admission therein. 
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of all others. But that previously to the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead, and His ascent to heaven, there was not among 
men the spirit of adoption, the most wise Evangelist John 
makes plain where he says : © For the Spirit was not as yet: 
© because that Jesns was not yet glorified.” And yet cer- 
tainly, how can the Spirit be unequal in eternity to God the 
Father, and the Son? And when did He not exist, Who 1s 
before all? For He 1s equal i substance to the Father, and 
the Son. © But inasmuch as Christ, he says, was not yet glo- 
* rified,” that 1s to say, had not yet risen from the dead, and 
ascended to heayen, the spirit of adoption d1d not as yet exist 
for men. But when the Only-begotten Word of God ascended 
up into heaven, He sent down for us in His stead the Com- 
forter, Who is in us by Him. And this He taught us, thus 
8ayIng : © It 1s expedient for you that I go away : for 1t I go 
* not away, the Comforter will not come unto you : but when 
* I have departed, I will send Him unto you.” 

Even though, therefore, we be inferior to them who have 
fulfilled the righteousness that 1s by the law : inferior, I mean, 
in righteousness of hife, yet are we who have received faith in 
Him endowed with greater privileges. We must, however, 
bear in mind, that although the blessed Baptist was thus great 
in virtue, yet he plainly confessed that he stood in need of holy 
baptism : for he 80mewhere aid, speaking to Christ, the Sa- 
viour of us all, © I have need to be baptized of Thee.” But he 
would have had no need of holy baptisxm, nor have requested 
leave to have it granted him, had there not been in it some- 
thing more and better, than the righteousness that is by the 
law. 

Christ therefore does not contend against the honours of the 
saints ; nor 18 1t His purpose to diminish and strip of their re- 
nown those holy men who had betore attained to victory : but as 
I sa1d, 1t rather is to prove that the Gospel mode of life is su- 
perior to the legal worship, and to crown with surpassing ho- 
nours the glory of faith, that we all may believe in Him. For 
80 we enter by Him, and with Him, into the kingdom of hea- 
yen: by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be praise 
and domimon, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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To what therefore 8hall I liken the men of this generation, OC. vii. 


and to what are they like 7 


and ye 8ay, that he hath a denwtl. 


31- 


They are like to children sit- 3* 
ting in the market-piace, and calling one to another, and 
8aying, We have played unto you, and ye have not danced : 
we have wailed unto you, and ye have not wept. For John 
the Baptist come, neither eating bread, nor drinking wine, 


The Son of man came 


eating and drinking : and ye 84y, Behold a man glutton- 
ous, and a wine drinker : a jriend of publicans and 8in- 
ners. And wisdom is justified of her children. 


THOSE who have a sound mind examine everything, reject- 
ing the false, but receiving and praising that which is without 


blame. 


And such the wise Paul also requires us to be, where 


writing he said; *yBe ye wise money-changers ; prove all 


y Concerning this quotation, 
which very frequently is met with 
in S, Cyril, three different opinions 
have been held: 19. that of Archbp. 
Usher, who contended that it be- 
longed to some apocryphal Gospel, 
as that of the Hebrews : 29. that 
of Crojus, who considered that it 
was collected by the Fathers from 
Christ's parable of the Talents : 
and 39. that of Sylburgius, who re- 
ferred it to St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Thessalomians, I. v. 21. That the last 
alone 18 true, the Syriac here goes 
far to prove, quoting it expressly 
from St. Paul, as also do S. Cyril's 
Greek remains, as his Commentary 
on Is. i., on Joh. vii. 12., &c. In 
the previous Sermon also the quo- 
tation has already occurred, coupled 
with a portion of the s8ame text, 
** prove all things.” And Tischen- 
dorf gives it as a different reading 
of the passage in 'Thes. from Chry- 


808tom, 'Theodoret, (8c. v.), Am- 
brosiaster, (8c. in. vel iv.), and 
(Ecumenius, (sﬆc. x1.) 'The patris- 
tic authority for this opinion is, 
however, really far greater, as it oc- 
curs frequently in their works, in 
connection with the two other main 
portions of St. Paul's command. 
'Thus Basil the Great (8c. iv.), in 
his homily on the beginning of the 
book of Proverbs, 8ays : @s 00ktuos 
TparTe(ttThs, To pev Ooktuov KabeFet, 
amo Ge mavros elOovs movnpPor aqete= 
Tat, And Athanasms, Hom. in 
Mat. xx1. 8. ws 00kyuor TpareGtrar 
TO ka\ov ek\eEwpeba, ano ravros el- 
Govs Tovnpov amexdpevor, And gmi- 
lar quotations might be multiplied 
indefinitely, On the contrary, how- 
ever, Origen, in the Latin version 
of his Commentary im Johannem, 
and Jerome, Ep. ad Mimnermm, 
quote it as a 8aying of our Lord's : 
there can, however, be little doubt 
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* things, and hold that which is good : abstain from every evil 
*« kind,” We therefore also, as I said, must closely examine 
with the discerning eye of the mind whatever 1s done, and 
search into the nature of actions, that 80 we may approve of 
that which is without blame, while we reject that which 1s 
counterfeit. But if, making no distinctions, we run the risk of 
passmg an evil sentence upon things highly praiseworthy : and 
of deeming that which is evil fit for commendation and ap- 
plause, the prophet's words will apply to us: ©* Woe unto them 
* that call evil good, and good evil: who call bitter sweet, and 
* s&weet bitter : who put light for darkness, and darkness for 
« light.” Such was the character of the Israelites, and espe- 
cially of those whose lot it was to be their chiefs, the Seribes 
namely and Pharisees : of whom Christ said, © To what shall I 
* hken the men of this generation ? and 80 on.” 

There was perchance a sort of game among the Jewish chil- 
dren, something of this kind. A troop of youths was divided 
into two parts: who, making sport of the confusion in the 
world, and the uneven course of its affairs, and the painful 
and rapid change from one extreme to the other, played some 
of them on instruments of music : while the rest walled. 
But neither did the mourners share the merriment of those 
who were playing muxic and rejoicing : nor again <d those 
with the instruments of music join im the sorrow of those who 
were weeping : and finally, they reproached one another with 
their want of sympathy, $0 to speak, and abseace of affection. 
For the one party would say, © We have played unto you, and 
«* ye have not danced:” to which the others would rejoin, 
« We have walled unto you, and ye have not wept.” Christ 
declares, therefore, that both the Jewish populace, and their 
rulers, were 1n some such state of feeling as this ;* © For John 


that the majority of the Fathers of 
the fourth and fifth centuries re- 
garded it as a genuine portion of 
St. Paul's Epistle, though probably 
it was not extant in many of the 
MSS., and 80 was occasionally 
quoted as a saying attributed by 
tradition to our Lord. 

z A passage follows in Mai from 
B. f. 73, interpreting the mourners 


by the prophets, and the players by 
the Apostles, the predictions of the 
former being generally of woe and 
punishment, while the latter pro- 
claimed © the grace of repentance.” 
As alien both to the general tenor 
of the Commentary, and the close- 
ness with which S. Cyril confines 
himself to the text, it is most pro- 
bably an interpolation. 
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* came, He says, neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
*« they say, that he hath a devil: the Son of man came eating 
* and drinking; and they say, Behold! a man gluttonous, and 
* a wine drinker, a friend of publicans and sinners.” By what 
then wilt thou be won unto the faith, O foolish Pharisee, when 
thou thus blamest all things indifferently, nor countest any- 
thing worthy of thy praise ! The blessed Baptist was the fore- 


runner of the Saviour, saying, ** Repent ye, for the kingdom Mat. iii. 2. 


« of God is at hand.” For he was a man fit to win confidence, 
and able to persuade, as having even from them the testimony 
that his life was noble, and worthy of admiration. For he dwelt 
in the deserts, clad in poor and rough clothing, and scarcely 
allaying the necessities of the body with locusts and wild ho- 
ney. Thou wentest out to see him as one who was holy, and 
had attained to the perfection of all virtue. And dost thou 
venture afterwards to speak 11] of 8uch a one? of one who 
ought rather to be counted worthy of all admiration ? Dost 
thou 8ay that he hath a devil, who by fastings is mortifying 


the law of sm that lurks in our fleshly members, and wars Rom. vii. 


against the law of our mind? What is greater than a life of ** 
abstinence ! For the very fact of being able to rebuke wisely 
those pleasures that lead to evil, and to cast over them as a 
bridle the laboriousness of a hfe of abstinence, how is not this 
a great and excellent thing ! The blessed Baptist was entirely ® 
devoted to piety unto Christ ; nor was there in him the very 
sIightest regard either for fleshly lusts, or for the things of this 
world. Having altogether abandoned, therefore, the vain and 
unprofitable distractions of this world, he laboured at one, and 
that a very urgent task, of blamelessly fulfilling the mimistry 
entrusted to him. For he was commanded to preach, saying : 


*« Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” Tell me, dost thou think Is. xl. 3. 


that this man hath a deyil !—one over whom the tyranny of 
Satan had no power ; who was the captive of no evil lusts ; 
who had overleapt the pitfalls of the base love of the flesh ; 
who had commanded the herds of demons to be till, and man- 
fully resisted their attacks. For verily he could not have at- 
tained to this glory and virtue but through Christ, Who 1s ex- 


« Mai, who has part of this pas- rTiwrys Ths ets Xptoroy evoefeas, for 
Sage, reads, 600g hv 6 pardpos Bar- which the Syriac has 6Nos. 
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alted above Satan, who tempts and gnashes his teeth at the 
prosperity of the saints. Art thou not ashamed, then, of slan- 
dering one who had attained to 80 great patience and endu- 
rance, and had wound chaplets of manly virtue round his head ! 
Hast thou whetted thy tongue even at him, and ventured 
basely to calumniate him, by affirming that he 18 a madman, 
and contemptible, and not in his right mind ! 

Let us, then, see whatÞ 1s on the other side, and which seems, 
as it were, to follow a different course from the Baptist's conduct. 
Christ was not in the wilderness, but rather made the city His 
habitation in company with the holy Apostles: He did not eat 
locusts and wild honey : His clothing was not of camel's hair, 
nor had He a leathern girdle upon his loins. His mode of life 
rather was such as 1s usual in towns, with no such hardness in 
it as that practised by the holy Baptist. Dost thou, then, 
praise Him at least? Dost thou approve of His easiness of 
approach, and His freely mixing with others, and entire care- 
lessness about His diet! By no means. Thy censoriousness 
extended even unto Christ : for thou saidst, © Behold a man 
« gluttonous, and drinking wine! a friend of publicans and 
« 8inners !” Because thou hast occaztonally seen Jesus faring 
luxuriously, does He appear to thee a drinker of wine, and a 
carouser, and gluttonous? How canst thou prove this! For 
when once upon a time Mary and Martha received Him at 
Bethany, and one of them was distracted with overmuch ser- 
vice, Christ is seen preventing excess, and reducing us to a 
bare eufficiency. For He said, © Martha, Martha: thou art 
« careful, and hurried about many things : but tew things are 
« required, or one.” And such He was constantly and every- 
where. 

But dost thou accuse Him because He went about with pub- 
hcans and sinners! And 1s this the cause of thine offence ? 
But what detriment can it be inagined that Christ suffered, 
from His willingness to be with sinners! He was not hable at 
all to be taken by their 8s, being entirely beyond the reach 
of fault. He even aid, at one time: © The prince of this 
*« world cometh, and will find® nothing in Me?” at another; 


b Mai reads in the masc. Tov ere- © The Syriac may either repre- 
pov os, Kk.T. XN. © Him Who is on the sent evpyo«, which is Griesbach's 
«© other s8ide, &c.” reading, 8upported by Athanasius, 
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again : © Who of you rebuketh Me because of sin ?” He John viii 


could in no respect therefore be contaminated by being with 
SInNners. 

But thou sayest, the law of Moses commanded that ** we 
« ghould not hold converse with the wicked.” Let us, how- 
ever, study the object of the law : let us see for what cause 
it forbade the Israelites holding intercourse with the wicked, 
and mingling with the deceivers. Now the truth most cer- 
tainly 1s, that the law of Moses ordained these things, not 80 
much that thou mightest vaunt thyself over others, and make 
the commandment a reason for boasting ; but rather, because 
thy mind is weak, and readily drawn aside into folly, and be- 
cause thy heart runs willingly after evil pleasures, it would free 
thee from the wish to be with those whose life 1s culpable, 
lest thou shouldst become like them in mind, and foolishly be 
caught in their snare. © For evi] commumications corrupt good 
* manners.” Thou receivedst the commandment therefore 
as a safeguard for thy infirmity. For if thou hadst been 
established in virtue, and thy mind steadfast in the fear of 
God, the law would not have hindered thee from holding use- 
ful intercourse with those who were weak, in order that they 
might become imitators of thy piety, and learn to emulate thy 
doings : that walking im the steps of thy zeal, they might ad- 
vance to that which is more excellent. Conceive, therefore, no 
proud imaginings, since, even in the commandment of Moses, 
thou art accused of infirmity. Thou blamest Christ for going 
about with sinners and publicans. Is it because thou art afraid 
lest He should suffer from their contamination ? Tell me, tnen, 
dost thou imagine that He also shares thy frailness? Art thou 
entirely ignorant of the mysteries respecting Him ? That the 
Word being God was with us: that is, was incarnate for our 


46. 


Ex, xxiil, 


32, 


1 Cor. xv. 
33+ 


s8akes ! That the Father sent Him * not to condemn the world, John iii. 17. 


** but that the world through Him might be saved.” Now it 
belongs to one who condemns, to avoid the company of such 
as are $till in their sins: but 1t is the part of him who wishes 
to save to be with them, and admonish them, and prevail upon 
them to change from their disgraceful courses, and instead of 


Theodoret, and others, and by Cy- which also has considerable patristic 
ril himself elsewhere; or evpiox«;,, authority. 
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- the path of wickedness, to choose the way that leadeth to 


Luke v. 32. 
Luke v. 31. 


1 Cor. v. 9. 


eternal life. © He came not to call the righteous, but sinners, 
* to repentance.” And as He said Himself, © They that are 
* whole need not a Physician : but they that are ck.” Why 
therefore dost thou blame Him for loving man 80 well, and find 
fault with His godlike gentleness? - Why reproach Hum for 
being kind to us, and healing our sickness! And yet eyery 
body praises physicians, not when they avoid those who are 
sick, but when they are constantly with them, and by the re- 
S80urces of their art bring them gradually back to sound health. 
And why then, since Jesus is the Physician of souls and spirits, 
dost thou blame Him for saving sinners? He could sustain no 
pollution, even though He ate with sinners: for yon bright sun 
Sheds its radiance upon, and visits every thing under heaven : 
it chances, then, that impurities also are found lying exposed to 
it : but that which pours down this radiance is not mn the least 
defiled, even though it shed it on matters 80 abominable.4 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 1s the Sun of Righteousness: a wicked 
man, then, in no way. whatsoever defiles Him, though close at 
His ide, and eating with Him. 

And thus much, then, we have said respecting Christ the 
Saviour of us all. It 1s not, howeyer, perhaps unlikely, that 
S0me may object, and say ; © Does not also the new and saving 
* preaching of the Gospel plainly command us to withdraw 
* from the communications of impure men? For most wise 
* Paul also wrote to some : © I have written unto you in the 
* © epistle, that ye hold no intercourse with fornicators : If any 
* «© one called a brother be a fornicator, or a drunkard, or co- 
* «© yetous, or an extortioner, or idolater : with 8uch a one no 
*© not to eat.” It had been fitting, therefore, for Christ to 
* have been the type to us of this behaviour.” 
missed thy measure, my beloved ! 


Thou hast 
Thou wishest to vie with 


d4 S, Cyril uses a s8imilar meta- 


«© the divine nature, which is incor- 
phor in his 15th paschal homily, to 


* ruptible, and hable to no change 


Ehew that the divine nature of our 
Lord suffered no corruption by its 
union with the human nature. (Ed. 
Aub. V. pt. 2. 205.) © The sun re- 
** tains its brightness untarnished, 
* even though it shed its rays upon 
* mud and slime; how, then, could 


* or injury, 8ustain harm by con- 
** 8orting with the inferior ? Would 
** 1t not rather overpower the infe- 
* rior nature, and, illuminating it 
* with 1ts own excellencies, elevate 


*16 to 8omething incomparably 
© better ?” 


*.%. 
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thy Master's sovereign dignity : Thou catchest at that 
which is above thy nature. Consider the infirmity of thy 
mind. Christ was God : but thou art a man, tyrannized over 
by fleshly pleasures, with a mind easily begwled into error, 
and readily made the prey of sms. If, however, thou feelest 
confident of thy ability manfully to maintain a blameless course 
of conduct, and also to admonish others, there is nothing to 
hinder even thee from wishing to be with the wicked and sin- 
loving. For often the admonitions of spiritually-minded® men 
have profited those who are in sm. If, on the contrary, thou 
thyself art scarcely saved, even when keeping far away from 
the company of the evil, maintain thy carefulness in this re- 
spect. Call to thy remembrance the writer of the book of 


Proverbs, who says; ©& He that walketh with the wise, shall prov. xiii. 
© hecome wise : but he who walketh with fools, shall become 29: 
* known.” And again, © He that toucheth pitch shall be de- pequs. 


* filed.” And again also the blessed David : © With the holy, 
* thou wilt become holy ; and with the pure, thou wilt become 
« pure: with the elect, thou wilt become elect; and with the 


P8.xviii.25. 


© crooked, thou wilt be made crooked.” In order, then, © that Prov. vi. s. 


« thou mayest be delivered like a roe from the nets,” flee from 
wicked men; keep apart from those who cannot be restrained 
from pollution ; and supphecate Christ to purify thy corruptions, 
or rather all thy human weaknesses. For the Word that came 
from God 1s God, even though He became flesh, that is, man : 
by Whom and with Whom to God the Father, be praise and 
dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 


e 'The Grammar shews that the © ing to the 8oul,” and therefore 
construction of [aan is as I placed by St. James, c. iii. 1 5., half 
have taken it; for if it belonged way between the earth, which is 
to © those in s8in,” it would be neither good nor evil, and the devil, 
Lied, otherwise its meaning, Who 1s evil only. Here, however, it 
like that of the Greek uyxids, is Seems used as equivalent to spi- 
generally an inferior one, © belong- ritual, 
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SERMON XL. 


C. vii. 36- And a certain Pharisee desired Him to eat with him. 
4 And having entered the Pharisee's house, He reclined at his 
w 11 n6xe table. And, behold, a woman who was a 8inner in the city, 
- --- od when 8he knew that He was reclining at table in the Phart- 
a. ev Th n. 8's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood 
*, ante, Oeland Him at His feet, and, weeping, began to wash ts 
K\alovon S. feet with tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head, 
and kissed His feet, and anointed them with ointment. When 
_ x<ywv, the Pharisee who had bidden Him s8aw it, he 8aid mm humself, 
If this were a prophet, He would have known who and of 
what sort the woman ts who toucheth Hum, that she ts a 
8inner. And Jesus answered and 8auid unto him, Sumon, [1 
tþn 8. have somewhat to say unto thee. And he s8aid, Teacher, s8ay 
_ bs on. tHe saith to lam; A certain money-lender had two 
debtors ; the one owed five hundred denarit, the other fifty : 
om. 32 BT. and when they coutd not repay, he forgave them both. Which 
— _ therefore of them will love him most ? and Simon answered 
and said, I 8uppose he that had most forgiven him. And He 
sa1d to him, Thou hast rightly judged. And turning to the 
woman He $said to Simon, Thou seest this woman. TI entered 
3wp uoiBT. into thine house : thou gavest no water for My feet ; but $he 
Opi8l Ths hath washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with her 
—_ hair. Thou gavest Me no kiss, but she from the time I came in 
hath not ceased kis8ing My feet. My head with ou thou 
didst not anount ; but she hath anointed My feet with oint- 
ment. For this reason, 1 tell thee, her many 8ins are for- 
gen her, because she hath loved much : but he to whon 
al 6). little is forgiven, loveth little. And He 8aid unto her, Thy 
__ g, 8ins are forgiven thee. And those who were reclining with 
Him at table began to say in themselves, Who is This That 
forgiveth 8ins also? But He s8aid to the woman, Thy faith 

hath made thee live : go in peace. 


Ps. xlvii.i, © ALL ye people, clap your hands, and praisxe God with 
* the voice of thanksgiving.” And what is the cause of 
the festival!? It is that the Saviour hath newly constructed 
for us a way of salvation, untrodden by them of old time. 


1005 ns. "es MN 
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For the law, which the all-wisxe Moses ordained, was for 
the reproof of in, and the condemnation of offences : but 
it justified absolutely no one. For the very wise Paul 
writes, © Whosoever rejected the law of Moses, was put Heb. x. 28. 
© to death without mercy at the mouth of two or three 
« witnesses.” But our Lord Jesns Christ, having removed 
the curse of the law, and proved the commandment which 
condemns to be powerless and inoperative, became our mer- 


ciful High Priest, according to the words of the blessed Paul. Heb. ii. 17. * - 


For He justifies the wicked by faith, and ets free those held 

captive by their sns. And this He proclaimed to us by one of 

the holy prophets, saying, © In those days, and at that time, Jer. 1. 20. 
*« 8aith the Lord, they shall seek for the in of Israel, and 

© there shall be none: and for the sn of Judah, and thou 

« halt not find it: for I will be merciful to those that have 

« been left in the land, s8aith the Lord.” But lo! the fulfilment 

of the promise came to pass for us at the time of His Incar- 

nation, as we are assured by the purport of the holy Gospels. 

For he was invited by one of the Pharisees, and being kind 

and loving unto man, and © willing that all men s8hould be 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
« 8aved, and come to the knowledge of the truth,” He con- 

sented, and granted the favour to him who requested it. And 

having entered, He reclned at table : and nnmediately there 
entered a woman defiled with filthy lewdness : who, hke one 
scarcely roused from wine and intoxication, and made senstble 

of the guilt of her transgressons, offered supplication unto 

Christ, as able to cleanse her, and deliver her from all 

fault, and free her from her former sins, as © not remem- Heh. viii. 
« bering iniquities.” And this she did, washing His feet with *?: 
tears, and anointing them with ointment, and wiping them 

with her hair. Thus a woman, who beforetime had been lewd, 

and guilty of sensuality, a in difficult to wash away, missed 

not the path of salvation ; for she fled for refuge to Hun Who 
knoweth how to save, and is able to raise from the depths of 
nnpurity. 

She then failed not in her purpose. But the foolish Pha- 
risee, the blesxed Evangelist tells us, was offended, and aid 
within himself, © If this were a prophet, He would have known 
* who and of what gort the woman is that toucheth Him, 

** that she is a sinner.” The Pharisee therefore was boastful, 
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and utterly without understanding. For it was his duty ra- 
ther to regulate his own life, and earnestly adorn it by all vir- 
tuous pursuits; and not to pass sentence upon the infirm, and 
condemn others. But we affirm of him, that having been 
brought up in the customs of the law, he gave too wide an 
influence to its institutions, and required the Legislator Him- 
Self to be subject to the commandments of Moses. For the 
law commanded the holy to keep apart from the impure : and 
God also blamed those whose lot it was to be the chiefs of the 
congregation of the Jews, for their unwillingness in this re- 
spect. For He thus spake by one of the holy prophets : © they 
* make no distinction between the holy and the profane.” But 
Christ arose for us, not to subject our state to the curses that 
are by the law, but to redeem those subject to sin by a mercy 
Superior to the law. For the law was instituted © because of 
* transgress10ns,” as Scripture declares, © that every mouth 
* might be stopped, and all the world become guwlty before 
© God, because by the works of the law no flesh 1s justified.” 
For there was no one 80 far adyanced wm virtue, spiritual 
virtue I mean, as tc be able to fulfil all that had been com- 
manded, and that blamelessly. But the grace that is by Christ 
justifieth, becanse, doing away with the condemnation of the 
law, 1t frees us by means of faith. 

That proud and foolish Pharisee therefore did not even 
deem Jesus to have attained to the measure of a prophet : 
but He made the woman's tears an opportunity for clearly 
instructing him in the mystery. For He taught the Pha- 
risee, and all who were assembled there, that the Word 
being God, © came into the world in our hkeness, not to 
* condemn the world, but that the wor!d might be saved by 
*« Him.” He came that He might forgive the debtors much 
and httle, and shew mercy upon small and great, that there 
might be no one whatsoever who did not participate in His 
goodness. And as a pledge and plain example of His grace, 
He freed that unchaste woman from her many 1niquities by 
Saying, © Thy sins are forgiven thee.” Worthy indeed of God 
1s a declaration such as this! It 1s a word joined with supreme 
authority. For since the law condemned those that were mn 
In, who, I ask, was able to declare things above the law, 
except Him only Who ordained 1t ? Immediately therefore He 
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both set the woman free, and directed the attention of that 
Pharisee, and those who were dining with him, to more ex- 
cellent things: for they learned that the Word being God, 
was not as one of the prophets, but rather far beyond the 
measure of humanity, even though He became man. And 
one may $ay to him who invited Him, Thou was trained up, O 
Pharisee, in the sacred Scriptures ; thou knowest I suppose of 
course the commands given by most wise Moses : thou hast 
examined the words of the holy prophets: Who then is This 
That walking in a path contrary to the sacred commands, 
hath delivered from guilt! Who That hath pronounced them 
free who have boldly broken the things ordained ! Recognise 
therefore by the facts themselves One superior to the prophets 
and the law : remember that one of the holy prophets pro- 


claimed these thmgs in old time of Him, and said, © They Mic: vii.r7. 


* gshall be in wonder at our God, and shall be afraid of Thee. 
* Who is a God like unto Thee, That forgiveth the trans- 
* gress10ns, and passeth over the in1quities of the remnant of 
« His inheritance, nor retaineth His anger unto the end, be- 
* cause He willeth mercy 7?” 

Those therefore who were at meat with the Pharisee, were 
astomished and wondered at seeing Christ the Saviour of all 
possess8ed of 8uch godhke supremacy, and using express10ns 
above the right of man. For they said, © Who 1s This That 
* forgiveth ins also ?” Dost thon wish me to tell thee Who 
He 1s? He Who is in the bosom of God the Father, and was 
begotten of Him by nature: by Whom every thing was 
brought into being : Who possesses supreme sovereignty, and 1s 
worshipped by every thing in heaven and in earth. He ub- 
mitted Himself to our estate, and became our High Priest, in 


order that He might present us unto God, pure and clean, Col. i. 22. 


having put off the ill savour of sin, and having Him instead in 
us as a s8weet sayvour. For, as most wise Paul writes, © We are 


* a 8weet 8avour of Christ unto God.” This 1s He Who spake 2 Cor. ii. 


by the voice of the prophet Ezechiel, *And I will be to you a 


therefore, that the actual accomplisghment agreed with what 
had before been promised by the holy prophets. Acknowledge 
Him as God—Him «0 gentle and loving unto men. Seize upon 
the way of salvation : flee from the law that killeth : accept 


Ez. xXXXVl. 
* God, and I will save you from all your uncleannesses.” See 28, 29. 
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Joel 1. 5. 


160 COMMENTARY UPON 


the faith which is above the law. For 1t is written, © That 
* which is written killeth,” even the law : © but the spirit 
« giveth life,” even the spiritual purification that is in Christ, 
Satan had bound the inhabitants of earth with the cords of 
sin : Christ has loosed them; He has made us free, has abo- 
lighed the tyranny of sin, has driven away the accuser of our 
infirmities; and the Scripture is fulfilled, that © all iniquity 
*« Shall stop its mouth ;” © for it is God That justifieth : Who 1s 
* he that condemneth ?” This the divine Psalmist also prayed 
might be accompliszed, when thus addressing Christ the 
Saviour of all. © Let sinners perish from off the earth : and the 
* wicked, 80 that they may not be found.” For verily we must 
not say of one clothed with the Spirit, that he curseth those 
who are infirm and sinful :—for it is not fitting for the s8aints to 
curse any :—but rather that he prays this of God. For before 
the coming of the Saviour we all were in in : there was no one 
who acknowledged Him Who by nature and verily 18 God. 
* There was no one doing good, no not one; but they all had 
* turned aide together, and become reprobate.” But because 
the Only-begotten submuitted Himself to emptiness, and became 
flesh, and was made man, sinners have perished, and exist no 
longer. For the dwellers upon earth have been justified by 
faith, have washed away the pollution of sin by holy baptism, 
have been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, have sprung out 
of the hand of the enemy ; and having bidden as 1t were the 
nosts of devils to depart, dwell under the yoke of Christ. 
Christ's gifts therefore raise men to a hope long looked for, 
and to a most dear joy. The woman who was guilty of many 
impurities, and deserving of blame for most disgraceful deeds, 
was justified, that we also may have confidence that Christ 
certainly will have mercy upon us, when He sees us hastening 
to Him, and endeavouring to escape from the pitfalls of wick- 
edness, Let us too stand before Him : let us shed the tears of 
repentance : let us anoint Him with ointment : for the tears of 
him that repenteth are a s8weet 8avour to God. Call him to 
mind who saith, * Awake, they who are drunken with wine : 
** weep and howl all they who drink wine to drunkenness.” 
For Satan intoxicates the heart, and agitates the wind by 
wicked pleasure, leading men down to the pollutions of sen- 
Suality. But while there 1s time, let us awake; and as most 
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wise Paul says, *« Let us not be constantly engaged in reyels Rom. xiii. 
« and drunkenness, nor in chambering and wantonness ; but '* 

* rather let us work what is good : for we are not of the night, 

* nor of darkness, but children of light and of the day. Let 

« us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and clothe our- 

* gelyes with the works of light.” Be not troubled when thou 
meditatest upon the greatness of thy former sins : but rather 

know, that still greater is the grace that justifieth the smner, 

and absolveth the wicked. 

Faith then in Christ is found to be the pledge to us of these 
great blessings : for it is the way that leadeth unto life : that 
bids us go to the mansz1ons that are above : that raises us to the 
inheritance of the saints : that makes us members of the king- 
dom of Christ : by Whom and with Whom, to God the Father 


be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 


C. viii, 4-8. 
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SERMON ALL. 


And when a large multitude was gathered together, and s0me 
of every city were come to Him, He spake by a parable. 
The Sower went out to sow his s8eed; and as he $8owed, 
8ome fell by the way side, and was trampled upon, and the 
birds of heaven devoured it. And other fell upon the rock, 
and when it had sprung up, it withered away because tt 
had no moisture. And other fell among the thorns, and 
the thorns grew up with it, and choked it. And other fell 
upon the good ground, and it grew up, and brought forth 
fruit a Iundredfold. White saying these things He ered 
out, He that hath ears to hear let lim hear. 


Tur blessed prophets have spoken to us in manifold ways 
respecting Christ the Saviour of us all. For some proclaimed 
Him as a Light that was to come : and others as One of royal 
rank and greatness. For one of them even says, © Blessed 1s 
* he who hath seed in Zion, and kinsmen in Jerusalem : for 
* lo! her just king shall reign, and princes shall bear rule 
** with judgment. And That Man shall be One That hideth 
** His words.” For the word of the Saviour is constantly, 80 
to speak, hidden. $0 also the blessed Psalinist has brought 
Him before us saying, * I will open My mouth in parables.” 
See theretore that that which was spoken by Him in old time 
has come to pass. For a large multitude was assembled round 
Him of people from all Judza, and He spake to them 1n para- 
bles. But inasmuch as they were not worthy to learn the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, the word was wrapt tor 
them in darkness : for they had killed the holy prophets, and 
being guilty of much blood of the righteous, heard themselvyes 
thus plainly addressed : © Which of the prophets have not 
*« your fathers killed ?” And again, © O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
* that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto 
** her; how often would I have gathered thy children, as a 
** hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
* not. Behold your house 1s left unto youf.” 


ft ”Epypos, desolate, though re- loxenian versions, and our own tex- 
tained by both the Peshito and Phi- tus receptus, is most probably an 
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But their wicked acts did not extend merely to the holy 
prophets, but even mounted up to Him Who 1s Lord of the 
prophets : that is Christ. For being insolent, and setting up 
against Him, 80 to speak, their haughty neck, they gave not 
the slightest heed to the duty of receiving faith in Him : and 
even wickedly resisted His public teaching, and rebuked those 
who wished to be constantly with Him, and thirsted for His 
instruction, impiously saying, © He hath a devil and 1s mad : John x. 20, 
why hear ye Him?” To them therefore 1t was not granted to 
know the mysterics of the kingdom of heaven, but rather unto 
us, who are more ready to embrace the faith. For He hath 
given unto us, as being perfect wisdom, the ability * to un- Prov. i. 6. 
*« derstand parables, and the dark saying, the words of the 
* wise, and their riddles.” For parables we may say are the 
mages not of vis|ble objects, but rather of those cogmzable by 
the intellect and spiritual. For that which 1t 1s 1mposstble to 
ee with the eyes of the body, the parable points out unto 
the eyes of the mind, beautifully shaping out the subtilty of 
things intellectual, by means of the things of sense, and which 
are as it were palpable to the touchs. Let us see therefore 
what benefit the Saviour's word weaves for us. 

The Sower, He says, went out to © &xow his seed, and 80 
* forth.” Concerning whom then did He thus speak ! Evi- 
dently concerning Himself, For He verily is the Sower of all 
that is good, and we are His husbandry : and by Him and 
trom Him 1s the whole harvest of spiritual fruits. And this He 
taught us when saying, © Without Me ye can do nothing.” John xv. 5. 

In the imaginations therefore of the mind, see, I pray, a 
husbandman walking along, and everywhere casting seed in 
the fields : of which some falls on the pathways, and some on 
the rocks; and 8ome on thorny places: and again some on 
good, that is, on fertile ground. That however on the path- 


interpolation from Mat. xxiii. 358, parable to those allegories in which 
and 18 rejected in all modern edd. the actors are rational beings, as 
In Mat. it is retained by all except that of the ten virgins, of the unjust 
Lachmann, who follows B. The A.V. steward, &c. This of the sower, the 
follows the Vulgate in the mistrans- tares, &c., they call [>nAx, * $1NI- 


lation, 6s sent unto thee.” * litudes.* Here, however, the trans- 
£ The Syrians confine the word lator adopts the Greek usage. 
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ways was snatched away : and that on the rocks, when it had 
just 8sprouted, and scarcely shot up, quickly withered of 
drought : and that among thorns was choked : but that whieh 
fell on good ground prospered, for it bore frut, He says, a 
hundredfold. 

Now what the aim 1s of the discourse, and what the pro- 
founder teaching of the parable, we shall learn from Him Who 
framed it. Before us even the blessed disciples found these 
things hard to understand, and drew near unto the Revealer 
of mysteries, supplicating Hun and saying, © What 1s the 
« parable!” And what was Christ's reply ! * The seed 1s the 
** word of God: those on the way are they who have heard, 
* and afterwards the devil cometh, and taketh away the word 
* from their heart, that they may not believe and be saved.” 
AndÞ as to the cause of the seed on the pathways being 
snatched away, we See in a moment that it 18 the hardness of 
the ground. A pathway always is hard and untilled, because 
it 1s exposed to every one's feet, nor is any seed admitted into 
it, but hes rather upon the surface, ready for any birds that 
will to snatch it away. All those therefore, whose mind 1s 
hard and unyielding, and 80 to speak, pressed together, do not 
receive the divine seed : for the divine and sacred admonition 
finds no entrance into them, nor do they accept the words that 
would produce in them the fear of God, and by means of 
which they could bring forth as fruits the glories of virtue. 
They have made themselves a beaten and trampled pathway 
for unclean demons, yea, and for Satan himself, such as never 
can bear holy fruit. Let those therefore awake, whose heart 
is sterile and unfruitful : open your mind, receive the sacred 
8eed, be hke productive and well-tilled «oil, bring forth unto 
God the fruits that will raisxe you to an incorruptible life : 
guard your mind, shut the entrance against the thief, drive 
away from your hearts the flocks of birds, in order that the 
seed may abide with you; that ye may be ground luxuriant 
in corn, and very fertile, and rich abundantly in bringing forth 
fruit. 


hn This passage 18 contained im 1s rendered comparatively valueless 
Cramer 1. 66, and as generally is hy the extreme carelessness and in- 
the case, his MS. agrees more close- accuracy with which it is edited. 
ly with the Syriac than Mai's, but 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 165 


And next, let us als consider those others of whom Christ 
aid, *And those upon the rock are they who, when they hear, 
*« receive the word with joy, and they have no root : these for 
« a while beheve, and in time of temptation depart away.” 
For there are verily men whose faith has not been proved, 
depending on words smply, and not applying their mind to the 
examining of the mystery : of such the piety is sapless and with- 
out root. For when they enter the churches, they feel pleasure 
often m $8eeing 80 many assembled, and joyfully receive in- 
struction in the mysteries from him whose business 1t 18 to 
teach, and laud him with praises : but this they do with no 
discretion or judgment, but with unpuritied wills : and when 
they have gone out of the churches, at once they forget the 
sacred doctrines, and proceed m their customary course ; not 
having stored up within them any thing for their future benefit. 
And if the affairs of Christians go on peacefully, and no trial dis- 
turb them, they even then scarcely maintain in them the faith, 
and that, 80 to speak, in a confused and tottering state. But Cf. 131, 14. 
if persecution trouble them, and the enemies of the truth 
attack the churches of the Saviour, their heart loves not the 
battle, and ther mind throws away the shield and flees, being 
devoid of zeal, and destitute of love towards God, and ready 
tor desertion. But O ye fearful and infirm, one may well say, 
why do ye flee from that which would be your glory ! and 
escape from conflicts to which ye have been trained! For 
hereby those who wish may win for themselves the trophy of 
victory. Do ye also struggle: twine the chaplet of man- 
liness, thirst for the rewards of perseverance, for the honours 
of patience. 

I think too that I may rightly bring forward the following 
argument : they who glitter on lofty thrones, and govern 
earthly things, when 1s it they see the steadfast soldier, whose 
dexire is 8et on victory ! Is it in times when peace Smiles, and 
the din of arms is still ? Or is it rather when he goes courage- 
ously against those who are marshalling for the attack ! As I 
imagine, it is the latter case that is true rather than the former. 
Therefore as the prophet Jeremiah has said, © Take up arms Jerem. 
* and shields.” Especially as the right hand of God our vi. 8 
Saviour 18 invincible in the battle, and as most wise Paul has 


Sd, © He does not permit men to be tried more than they can OT - 
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** bear, but with the trial will make also the way of egress, that 
* they may be able to endure patiently.” 

But even if it posstbly be our lot to suffer when contending 
in defence of piety towards Christ, then altogether and in every 
way are we worthy of envy, and glorious, and possessed of 
Splendid hopes. Moreover, a praised death 1s incomparably 
better than an ignomimous life. For s0 also the Saviour said to 
the holy apostles, © Fear not them who kill the body, but are 
* not able to kill the soul. But rather fear Him Who 1s able 
* to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Did He theretore 
command us thus entirely to disregard these extreme dangers, 
while He Hunself remained aloof from s1ular trials ! But lo ! 
He laid down His life for us, and with His blood purchased 
the world. We are therefore not our own, but His Who 
bought and redeemed us, and to Whom we owe our hves. For 
as the divine Paul said, © For this reason Christ died and hved, 
* that He might be Lord of the dead and the hving.” We 
ought therefore to possess a mind incapable of being shaken, 
that especially whenever temptation arrive, we may shew our- 
selves approved and victorious in the power of patience : and 
ready with joy to undergo conflicts, and sc1ze the opportunity 
of suffering for piety's 8ake towards Christ. 

Thus much then being disposed of and explained, let us next 
consider the thorns among which the divine seed 1s choked. 
What again says the Saviour ! © But that which tell among the 
** thorns are they who have heard, and by cares, and wealth, 
* and pleasures of the world, go and are choked, and yield no 
+ fruit.” For the Saviour scatters the seed, which having 
obtained a firm hold in the souls that have received it, and al- 
ready, 80 to say, shot up, and just begun to be visible, 1s choked 
by worldly cares, and dries up, being overgrown by empty occu- 
pations, and as the prophet Jeremiah said, © 1t becomes a hand- 
* ful, that can produce no meal.” In these things therefore we 
must be hke skiltul husbandmen : who having perseveringly 
cleansed away the thorns, and torn up by the root whatever 
is injurious, then scatter the seed in clean furrows; and there- 
fore one can 8ay with confidence, ** that doubtless they shall 
** come with joy, bearing their sheaves.” But if a man cast his 


| One or two sImilar instances will subsequently be found of incorrect 
quotations probably from memory. 
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«eed in ground that is fertile in thorns, and frmtful in briars, 
and densely covered with useless stubble, he sustains a double 
loss : of his seed first, and also of his trouble. In order there- 
fore that the divine seed may blossom well in us, let us first cast 
out of the mind worldly cares, and the unprofitable anxiety 


which makes us seek to be rich, © For we brought nothing into 1 Tim. vi. 7. 


«© the world, nor can we take any thing out.” For what profit 


is there in possess1ng superfluities ? © Treasures profit not the Prov. x. 2. 


« wicked,” as Scripture saith, ©* but righteousness delivereth 
« from death.” For immediately upon the possess1on of afflu- 
ence, there run up, and, 0 to speak, forthwith hem us im, the 
basest wickednesses ; profligate banquets, the delights of glut- 
tony, and carefully prepared sauces; muslc, and drunkenness, 
and the pitfalls of wantonness ; pleasures and sensuality, and 
pride hateful to God. But as the disciple of the Saviour has sa1d, 
* Every* thing that 1s in the world 1s the lust of the flesh, and 
* the lust of the eye, and the pride of the world ; and the 
* world passcth away, and 1ts lust; but he that doeth the will 
* of God abideth for ever.” 

This 1s the good seed, and worthy of admiration : the land 
rich and well productive, that bringeth forth fruit a hundred- 
fold. For men ay, that the best soils do sometimes under cul- 
tivation produce a hundredfold ; so that this is a mark of 
every fertile and productive spot. And of snch it has been 
very justly said by one of the holy prophets at the mouth of 


God, *f And all nations shall congratulate you ; because ye are Malach. iii. 


* a desirable land.” For when the divine word falls upon a 
mind pure and skilful in cleansing itself from things hurtful, it 
then fixes its root deeply, and shoots up like an ear of corn, and 
80 to speak, being strong in blade, and well flowered, brings its 
trut to perfection. 


But I think it may be useful to mention this to you, who 


wish to learn what is good. For Matthew, when relating this Matt. xiii. 


chapter to us, said that the good ground brought forth fruit in 
three degrees. © For one, he says, brought forth a hundred, 


« In this quotation, which repeat- 
edly occurs in this Commentary, 
the latter clause of v. 16 is always 
omitted, viz. ox toTw & Tod ma- 


next, Tov k0o pov 18 8&ubstituted after 
1 a\aCGoveia for Tov Biov : and lastly, 
by the insertion of the copula in the 
previous clause, the sense 1s fixed as 
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* and one sixty, and one thirtyfold.” Observe therefore, that 
just as Christ described three degrees of loss, s0 sinnlarly the 


| degrees of snccess are equal in number. For those seeds that 


fall upon the pathway are snatched away by the birds : and 

those upon the rocks, having merely shot up, within a little 

n while wither away : and those among the thorns are choked. 
But that desirable land brings forth fruit in three several 

degrees, as I 811d: a hundred, sixty, and thirtyfold. For as 

i Cor. vii. 7, most wise Paul writes, © Each one severally of us has his own 
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*« oift from God, one in one manner, and another in another.” 
For we do not at all find that the snecesses of the saints are in 
equal measure. On us however 1t 18 incumbent to emulate 
these things that are better and superior to those of meaner 
kind; for 80 will Christ bountifully bestow happiness upon us : 
by Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and 
dommion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON ALIL 


And there came to Him His mother, and His brethren, and C. viii 19- 
were not able to peak with Him because of the multitude. 
But it was told Him, Thy mother, and Thy brethren stand 
without, wishing to see Thee. But He answered and 8atd Ab Ae- 
YVourwv 


unto them, My mother and My brethren are these who Gp. 
hear the word of God and do it, 


ONCE again let the words of praise in the book of Pzalms 
be quoted by us; © What shall I render unto the Lord tor all ps, cxvi. 
« He hath rendered unto me!” For what can we offer Him 7?: 
that is equal to His love towards us ? Shall we choose tor our 


guidance the commands of the law, and honour Him with 
sacrifices of blood ? Does He feel pleasure in the slaughter of 
bullocks and goats! No certainly : for they are an abomination 
unto Him. For by one of His holy prophets He even plainly 
declared to those who were rendering Him the legal service, 
* I hate, I abominate your feast days: nor will I 8mell at your Amosv. 21. 
* festivals : because though ye bring Me whole burnt offerings 
* and sacritices, I will not accept them ; nor regard your dis- 
* plays for salyation.” What therefore ought to be the 8p1- 
ritual sacrifice which we offer Him, the wise Psalmist again 
teaches us saying, © I said unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord ; Ps. xvi. 2. 
* because my good things Thou needest not.” When thus we 
approach Him, He will accept us : if this he the offering we 
make Ihm it will be dear and agreeable : this is the spiritual 
Sacrifice, according as it 1s written, © Hath the Lord delight in « Sam. xv. 
* whole burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in our hearkening to ©" 
* His voice? Behold! to hearken is better than sacrifices; and 
** to listen than the fat of rams.” For that obedience and the 
hearkening unto God, is the cause of every blessing, the pre- 
Sent lesson teaches us. For s0me entered and told Christ re- 
specting His holy mother and His brethren. And He, it says, 
answered in these words, © My mother and My brethren are 
** they who hear the word of God and do it.” 

Now let not any one imagine that Christ spurned the honour 
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due to His mother, or contemptuously disregarded the love owed 
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to His brethren : for He it was Who spake the law by Moses, 
and clearly said, © Honour thy father and thy mother, that it 
* may be well with thee.” And how I pray could He have 
rejected the loye due to brethren, Who even commanded us to 
love not merely our brethren, but those who stand m the rela- 
tion to us of foes! For He says, © Love your enemies.” What 
therefore does Christ wish to teach ? His object then 1s highly 
to exalt His love towards those who are willing to bow the neck 
to His commands: and in what way I will explain. The greatest 
honours, and the most complete affection 1s that which we all 
owe to our mothers and brethren. If therefore He says that 
they who hear His word and do it are His mother and brethren, 
is it not plain to every one, that He bestows on those who 
follow Him a love thorough and worthy of their acceptance ! 
For 80 He would make them readily embrace the desire of 
yielding themselves to His words, and of submitting thei mind 
to His yoke, by means of a complete obedience. 

But that God greatly rejoices in those whose minds are thus 
disposed, He aszures us by one of the holy prophets, thus 
8ayIing, © And on whom shall I look, except upon the humble 
* and meek, and that trembleth at My words !” For just as 
our fathers after the flesh feel pleasure m those sons whose 
choice 1t 18 to perform the things that are good and agreeable 
to them, and who wish to accord with them 1n mind, $0 also the 
God of all loves the obedient, and deigns His mercy to him 
who thoroughly hearkens to Him. And the converse also 18 
true : that he rejects him who 1s disobedient and untractable. 
For He also blamed the Jews who fell into this wickedness, 
saying, *A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master : 
*«1f I then am a father, where is My honour? and if I am a 
* master, where 1s My fear! saith the Lord Almighty.” For 
either we ought to fear the Lord of all as a master, or to 
honour Him at least as a father, —a thing which 1s far greater 
and better than the former : for love casteth out fear. 

For that there 1s no obedience without reward, and on the 
other hand, no d1sobedienco without penalty, 1s made plain by 
what God spake by His holy prophet to those who disregarded 
Him : © Behold, they who serve Me s$hall eat, but ye shall 
«* snffer hunger : behold, they who serve Me shall drink, but 
* ye $hall suffer thirst: behold, they who obey Me &hall 
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« rejoice, but ye shall lament: behold, they who serve Me 
« hall exult in happiness, but ye Shall groan, and wail from 
« contrition of your heart.” For let us see, if you will, even 
from the writings of Moxses, the grief to which disobedience has 
brought us. We have been driven from a paradise of delights, 
and have also fallen under the condemnation of death ; and 
while intended for incorruption :—for 80 God created the uni- 
verse :—we yet have become accursed, and subject to the yoke 
of 8in. And how then have we escaped from that which betel us, 
or Who is He that aided us, when we had sunk into this great 
misery ? It was the Only-begotten Word of God, by submitting Phil. ii. 8. 
Himself to our estate, and being found in fashion as a man, and 
becoming obedient unto the Father even unto death. Thus has 
the guilt of the disobedience that 1s by Adam been remitted : 
thus has the power of the curse ceased, and the dominion of 
death been brought to decay. And this too Paul teaches, 
saying, © For as by the disobedience of the one man, the many Rom. v. 19. 
« became s1nners, 80 by the obedience of the One, the many 
* became righteous.” For the whole nature of man became 
guilty in the person of him who was first formed ; but now 1t 1s 
wholly justified again in Christ. For He became for us the 
Second commencement of our race after that primary one ; and 
therefore all things in Him have become new. And Panl as- 
Sures ot this,” writing, © Therefore every man who is in Christ 2 Cor. v. 
*18 a new creation ; and the former things have passed away : rh 
'* behold, they have become new.” om. T& ndy- 

In order then that Christ may win us all unto obedience, He OI. 
promises us Surpassing honours, and deigns us the highest love, GTs. 
Saying, <* My mother and My brethren are those who hear the 
* word of God and do it.” For who among men is 80 obdurate 
and ungentle, as to refuse to honour, and accord the most com- 
plete loye to his mother and brethren? For the all-powerful 
law of nature, even without our will, obliges us to this. When 
therefore, bowing our neck to the Saviour's commands, we be- 
come His followers, and $0 are in the relation of a mother and 
brethren to Him, how does He regard us before God's judgment 
5eat! Is it not with gentleness and love ? What doubt can there 
be of this? And what is comparable to this honour and good- 
ness ? What is there worthy of being matched with a gitt thus 
$plendid and desirable ? For He takes us unto Him, that where 
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He is, there we als may be with Him. For this He even 
deigned to promise us, saying, I will go, and make ready a 
** place for you: and return again and take you with Me, that 
+ where I ain, there ye also may be with Me.” 

Servitude, therefore, 1s a thing worth our gaining, and the 
pledge of noble honours. And this, we say, 1s fultilled not by 
our merely hearing the words of God, but by our endeavouring 
to perform what is commanded. This thou learnest from what 
one of the holy Apostles declares : © But become doers of the 
+ law!, and not hearers only. If any be a hearer of the law, 
* and not a doer, he is like a man regarding Ins natural face 
*1n @ mirror. For he has regarded himself, and gone away : 
* and at once forgotten what manner of person he was. But 
** he who hath looked into the perfect law of hberty, and 
** wrought : not being a forgetful hearer, but an active doer,” 
* he $hall be blessed in Is dolng.” 

Now though the argument already brought forward 1s suth- 
cient for the persuasion of right-thinking men, yet I will add 
tor thei advantage that alsv which is correctly 821d in the 


. words of the blessed Paul: + For the land that hath drunk m 


* the rain that hath come oft upon it, and bringeth forth the root 
*© 8eryiceable for them for whose 8ake 1t 1s tilled, receriveth a 
« blezsing from God. But if 1t bring forth thorns and thustles, 
© 1t 18 rejected, and is nigh unto cursing : and 1ts end 1s to be 
* burnt.” For like rain, the Saviour sendeth down upon the 
hearts of those who hear, the word of spiritual consolation : 
even the sacred doctrine of salvation. If then a man be pos- 
8e88cd of understanding, he will bring forth the fruits of an 
abundant intellectual harvest : but if he be careless and negl- 
gent, he of course has no claim to the praises of virtue, and 
instead of grapes will bring forth thorns. And what his end 


will be, we learn from the words of Iswiah. For he says : 


ns, 


quent in the Greek of the N.T., 
but nowhere more $0 than in St. 
James. As, therefore, © the mam- 


| 'The reading v6pov for Noyov In 
this and the following verse 1s 
found in very few even of the infe- 


rior MSS., but occurs in the Athi- 
opic and Arabic versions, 

m Owing to the paucity of adjec- 
tives in Syriac, an attribute 1s ge- 
nerally expressed hy the addition of 
a Substantive, and this idiom 18 fre- 


* mon of unrighteousness” is © the 
cc \ - he «& 

unrighteous mammon,” and © a 
** hearer of forgetfulness,” © a for- 
* getful hearer;” 80 a © doer of 
** doings” is © an active doer.” 
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« For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts 1s the man of Judah : Is. v. 7. 
* a plant new and well-beloved : and I looked that it would 

« bring forth grapes, but it brought forth iniquity, and not 

« righteousness, but a cry.” And that Israel was thus punished 

for its neglect of that fruitfulness which was both fitting for 

itself and well pleasing to God ; having neither obeyed His 
commands, nor consented to perform them ; we learn again 

from His words, where He says : *f But now I will shew you Is. v. s. 
« what I will do to My vineyard. I will take away its fence, 

« and it shall be wasted : and I will rend its wall, and it shall 

© be trampled under foot. And I will abandon My vineyard : 

« and it shall not be pruned, nor tilled : and thorns shall grow 

« up in 1t as on waste ground ; and I will command the clouds 

« to rain no rain upon 1t.” It 1s plain, therefore, to every man, 

that God hath no respect for the wicked soul that beareth 
thorns. For 1t 1s left unprotected, and without a wall, and ex- 

posed to the depredations of whoever will; a place for thieves 

and wild animals ; and sharing in no spiritual consolation. For 

this I consider, and this only, 1s the meaning of there falling 

upon it no rain. When Israel sutfered these things, the Psalmist 

80, to peak wailed over lim, and said to the God of all: 

* The vine that Thou broughtest out of Egypt, Thou castedst Ps. lxxs. 8. 
* out the nations and plantedst it.” And again thus proceeds : 

« Its shade covered the mountains; and its boughs were as the 

«© cedars of God : 1t sent forth its branches to the sea, and its 

*« fohage to the river.” He made too supphcations for what 

they had suffered, saying ; © Why hast Thou broken down her vv. 12, 13. 
* hedges, and all the wayfarers pluck her ? The boar out of 

* the wood destroyeth her : and the ass of the desert feedeth 

* upon her.” For the soul that is undetended, and deemed 
unworthy of protection from on high, becomes a pasture 
ground for evil beasts. For it is plundered by Satan and his 
angels. 
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In order, therefore, that we may not fall into such severe 
tribulations, let us bow the neck of our mind to Christ the Sa- 
viour of all, Let us receive the Word of God and do it : for it 
our choice be 80 to act, He will crown us with lofty honours : 
tor He is the distributor of the crowns : by Whom and with 
Whom to God the Father be praise and dominion with the 
Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON XLII.L 

But it came to pass on @ certain day that He went mnto a 
s$hip with His disciples. And He s8aid unto them, Let us 
go over to the other 8ide of the lake: and they went. But 
as they were s8auling, He fell asleep: and there came 
down a storm of wind upon the lake, and the s8hyp was 
filled and they were in danger. And they drew near, 
and awoke Him, saying, Master, Master, we perish. 
Then He arose, and rebuked the winds, and the raging 
of the waters, and they were still : and there was a great 
calm. But He said to them, Where is your faith? And 
they were afraid, and wondered among themselves, saying, 
Who, then, is This, that He commandeth even the winds, 
and waters, and they obey Him ? 


ONCE again draw near, that as with the Psalmist's harp we 
may cry aloud : © I will bless the Lord at all times: and at all 
* times shall His praise be in my mouth.” For He ever doeth 
wonderful things; and giveth occasions thick and closely press- 
ing one upon another for His praise : and every word falls 
Short of His power, and of His majesty far exalted above all. 
For true 18 1t that * the glory of the Lord covereth over the 
* Word.” But we must not on this account forget the glory 
that is His due and fitting right : but rather must hasten 
Joytully to offer 8wch fruits as are proportionate to our power. 
For certainly there is nothing whatsoever that a man can at- 
firm to be better than praise, even though it be but little that 
we can offer. Come, therefore, and let us praise Christ the 
Saviour of all : let us behold the supremacy of His might, and 
the majesty of His godlike dominion. 

For He was ailing, together with the holy Apostles, across 
the sea, or rather lake of Tiberias, and an unexpected and vio- 
lent tempest arose upon the vessel ; and the waves, piled up 
high by the gusts of the winds, filled the disciples with the fear 
of death. For they were terrified not a little, although well 
acquainted with seamanship, and by no means inexperienced 
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in the tumults of the waves. But inasmuch as the greatness 
of the danger made their terror now unendurable, as having 
no other hope of safety except Him only Who 1s the Lord 
of powers even Christ, they arouse Him, saying, Master, 
Master, save us, we perish : for the Evangelist says that He 
was asleep.? With most wise purpose, as it seems to me, was 
this als done. For some one, I imagine, may say, Why did 
He fall asleep at all! To which we reply, that the event was 
£0 arranged as to be good and profitable. For that they might 
not ask aid of Him immediately when the tempest began to 
dash upon the ship, but when, s0 to speak, the evil was at its 
heighth, and the terrors of death were troubling the disciples ; 
that 0 the might of His godhke sovereignty might be more 
manifest, in calming the raging sea, and rebuking the savage 
blasts of the wind, and changing the tempest to a calm, and 
that the event might thus become a means of improvement to 
them that were sailing with Him, He purposely fell asleep. 
But they, as I said, wake Him, saying: Save? me, We 
perigh. See here, I pray, smallness of faith united with faith. 
For they believe that He can save; and deliver from all evil 
those who call upon Him. For had they not s0 far had a firm 
faith in Him, they certainly would not have asked this of Him. 
And yet as having but httle faith, they 8ay, Save me, we 
perish. For it was not a thing possIble, or that could hap- 


n Mai here inserts two passages, 
the first referring to our Lord's 
austerity of manners (QMoooq!a) in 
Sleeping with only a pillow under 
His head; and the second at the 
end of the paragraph, enlarging 
upon the economy : but as the first 
of these is contained in Cramer en- 
tire and the beginning of the se- 
cond, in the extracts in his Catena 
from $. Cyrils Commentary on 
S, Mark, (cf. c. iv. v. 3s.), we have 
another proof that the passages not 
acknowledged by the Syriac are 
often taken from other works of 
this father. In the second extract 
there is a remark 80 worthy of Cyril 
that I append it : it is to the effect, 
that in our Lord's miracles gene- 


rally the Apostles were only eye- 
witnesses, and in danger, therefore, 
of not really appreciating them : it 
was necessary, therefore, for them 
to experience in their own persons 
their Master's divine power, that 
they might be fully impressed with 
His majesty : and thus, therefore, 
He did not save them till they were 
in the very terrors of death. 

o 8, Cyril was here probably 
quoting from memory : for though 
o@Jov 18 read in 8ome MSS., it 18 
universally regarded as an interpo- 
lation, and does not appear in Cy- 
ris own text : while the pronoun 
© me,” © Save me,” has no MS. aun- 
thority whatsoever. 
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pen, for them to perisgh when they were with Him Who 18 
Almighty. 

The vexssel, then, was severely tossed by the violence ot the 
tempest, and the breaking of the waves : and along with the 
Ship the faith of the disciples also was tossed, 80 to speak, by 
Similar agitations. But Christ, Whose authority extends over 
all, immediately arose, and at once appeased the storm, re- 
Strained the blasts of wind, quieted their fear, and yet further 
proved by deeds that He is God, at Whom all created things 
tremble and quake, and to Whose nods 1s subject the very 
nature of the elements. For He rebuked the tempest : and 
Matthew says that the manner of the rebuke was with godlike 
authority. For he tells ns, that our Lord said to the ea : 
* Peace, be thou still.”” What can there be more grand 
than this in majesty ! or what can equal its sublnuty ! Right 
worthy of God 1s the word, and the night of the command- 
ment, 80 that we too may utter the praise written in the book 
of Psalms: © Thou rulest the power of the sea: and stillest 
« the turbulence of its waves.” He too has Himselt sa1d some- 
where by one of the holy prophets: © Why tear ye not Me, 
* 8aith the Lord ? nor tremble at My presence! I Who have 
© 8t the sand as the bound of the sea, a commandment for 
* ever, and 1t hath not passed 1t.”” For the sea 1s subject to the 
will of Hun Who made all creation, and 1s, as 1t were, placed 
under the Creator's feet, varying its motions at all times ac- 


cording to His good pleasure, and yielding submission to His 


lordly will. | 

When, therefore, Christ had calmed the tempest, He als 
changed into confidence the faith of the holy disciples, which 
had been shaken along with the ship, no longer permitting it 
to be in doubt; and wrought in them, 80 to say, a calm, 
s$moothing the waves of their weak faith. For He aid, 
* Where 1s your faith?” Another Evangelist, however, at- 
tirms of Him, that He aid, © Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
* little faith f? For when the fear of death unexpectedly 


pÞ Mai adds a passage enlarging © monishing them, that their fear 
upon the idea, *and with the tempest © was caused not by the trials that 
'* of the waves does away with the * hefel them, but by the weakness 
** tempest of their 80ul, rebuking * of their faith.” 
* them, and at the 8ame time ad- 
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befals, it troubles sometimes even a well-established mind, and 
exposes 1t to the blame of littleness of faith ; and snch als 18 
the effect of any other trouble too great to bear upon those 
who are tried by it. For this reason there once drew near cer- 
tain unto Christ, and said : © Increase our faith.” For the man Luke xvii, 
who 1s $till exposed to blame for littleness of faith falls short I 
of him who is perfect in faith, For just as gold is tried in the 
fire, $0 also is faith by temptations. But the muid of man 1s 
weak, and altogether in need of strength and help from above, 
in order that 1t may be well with him, and that he may be able 
to maintain a steadfast course, and be strong, manfully to en- 
dure whatsoever befal. And this our Saviour taught us, saying ; 
*«* Without Me ye can do nothing.” And the wise Paul also John xv. s, 
confesses the 8ame, where he writes; © I am able to do all Phil. iv. 13. 
« things through Christ, That strengtheneth me.” 
The Saviour, therefore, wrought miracles, changing by His 
all-prevailing nod the tempest into a calm, and smoothing the 
raging storm into a settled peace. But the disciples wondering 
at the divine sign, wluspered one to another, saying : © Who, 
& then, is This, that He commands even the winds and the 
* waters, and they obey Him?” Did the blexsed disciples, 
then, thus 8ay to one another, © Who is This!” from not 
knowing Him ? But how is not this utterly incredible? For 
they knew Jesus to be God, and the Son of God. For als0 
Nathaniel plainly confessed, © Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God, John i. 49. 
* Thou art the King of Israel.” Yes, and Peter too, that 
chosen one of all the Apostles, when they were in the neigh- 
bourhood of Caxarea Philippi, and Christ put a question to 
them all, and said, « Whom do men «ay that the Son of man Mat.xvi.13. 
*18!” and certain had answered, © Some, indeed, Elias ; but 
* others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets” —made a correct 
and blameless confession of faith in Him, saying, * Thou art the 
** Christ the Son of the living God.” And Christ praised him 
for thus speaking, honoured him with crowns, and counted the 
aisciple worthy of surpassing honours : for He said, © Blessed 
** art thou, Simon, son of Jonah : tr flesh and blood hath not 
* revealed it to thee, but My Father in heaven.” And how 
could Peter, who was taught of God, not know Him Whom he 
plainly said was the Son of the Iving God ? It was not then 


as being ignorant of His olory, that the wise disciples 21 
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Who 1s This? but rather as wondering at the immensity of 


His power, and at the lofty and incomparable greatness of His 
£overeignty. For the wretched Jews, either as being entirely 
Ignorant of the mystery of Christ, or as not deigning Him, in 
their great wickedness, any regard, rebuked Him, and threw 
stones at Him, when He called God His Father. For they 
ventured even to say, © Why dost Thou, being a man, make 
* Thyself God??? For they did not comprehend in their mind 
the depth of the mystery. God was im visible form hke unto 
us : the Lord of all bore the hkeness of a slave : He Who is 
Ingh exalted was in lowliness : and He who surpasses all in- 
tellectual comprehension, and transcends every created being, 
was in the measure of us men. And as the disciples knew this, 
they wonder at the glory of the Godhead ; and as they view It 
present in Christ, and yet see that He was hke ungo us, and 
visible in the flesh, they say, © Who 1s This?” instead of, How 
great He 1s! and of what nature ! and with how great power, 
and authority, and majesty, He commands even the waters and 
the wind, and they obey Him ! 

There 1s also in this much for the admiration and 1mprove- 
ment of those who hear : for creation 18 obedient to whatsoever 
GChrist chooses to command. And what excuse can avail us, it 
we do not submit to do the same? or can deliver from the fire 
and condemnation him who 1s disobedient and untractable, set- 
ting up, 80 to speak, the neck of his haughty mind against 
Christ's commands, and whose heart 1t 1s impossible to soften ! 
It is our duty, therefore, understanding that all those things 
that have been brought into existence by God entirely agree 
with His will, ourselves to become like the rest of creation, and 
avoid disobedience as a thing that leads to perdition, Let us 
rather, then, submit to Him Who summons us to salvation, and 
to the dexire of living uprightly and lawfully, that 1s, evange- 
lically : for 80 Christ will fill us with the gifts that come from 
above, and from Himself: by Whom and with Whom to God 
the Father be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever, Amen 4, 

q Mai from A. f. 126. appends a after His resurrection He aid, 
pas8age containing two allegorical Peace he unto you : and the second 
interpretations, the first explaining the more ordinary one of the ship 
the lake as signifying Judza, in being the Church, the saints the 


which a tempest rose against the rowers, &c, 
disciples, appeased by Christ, when 


SK . k ; 
" The literal translation is, © And 
Ws own impulse carried the herd 
© over the precipice .”” but this is 
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SERMON XALIV. C. viii 16. 


Pepaonvoer 


And they went to the country of the Gerasenes, which is over BI>. 


; : | PaSapyroar 
against Galilee. And when He went out on land, there s. 


met Him a certain man who had devils, and for a long To EO 
| TOXEWS, 5. 
time had not worn clothing, nor abode umn a house, but un kei xporp 
. (KAV OUK 
the tombs. And when he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell Sb BS. 
down before Him, and with a loud voice s8ard, What ts Iaupuov ia Cr 
Xpovey Ka 


there between me and Thee, Jesus, Son of God Most ver «al i. 
GTs. 
High? I beseech Thee, Torment me not. But He had ,'\* 


Kat ava. 
commanded the unclean 8pirit to go out of the man : for rpatas GTs. 


R . , . om. «al BS, 
from @ long time ut had sezed him, and he was kept bound rapyyyex- 


with chains and fetters, and was watched : and breaking © Je S. 
his bonds, he was driven by the devil into the unlderness. 

And Jesus asked him, saying, What ts thy name 7 And he om. acywv 
811d, Leqion : because that many devits had entered mnto £ 

him. And they besought Him not to command them to go 

into the abyss. But there was there a herd of many s$wtine 


feeding on the mountain : and they besought Hum to 81ffer Booxopern 


them to enter into them. And He suffered them. But when wh 
the devils had gone out of the man, they entered into the &Ts. 
wine. And the herd rushed over the precipice” into the 
lake, and was drowned. When then the keepers saw what 
had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and vil- aqq. anc. 
lages. And they went out to see what had happened, and pany 3 | 
came to Jesus, and found the man out of whom the devits 

had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus clothed, and s8ober- 

minded. And they were afraid. But they who 8aw it told oi i86vres 
them in what manner the demoniac had been 8aved. ay 


\ 2» 
Kat 04 t9, 


(x Ts. 


F 
KEevwy 


FHE prophet Habakkuk foresaw the glory of the Saviour, 


and, overcome by His wonderful deeds, he offered up praises 
unto Him, saying : © O Lord, I have heard Thy hearing, and 
cc ) 4 _ be : . ra . 

been afraid : I have considered rhy doings, and been asto- 


Hah, mn. 2, 


nothing more than a periphras1s for 
oppnoev, for which the Syriac has 
no direct equivalent. 
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© mshed.”” 


For of which of the deeds wrought by our common 
Saviour Christ can any one ay, that it 1s not worthy of all 
admiration! which of them is not great, and highly to be 
praised, and a proof of His godhike anthority ! And this we 
can very clearly see in what has been here read to us from the 
evangelic Scriptures. Let us behold, then, the tyranny of the 
enemy shaken by Christ, and the earth et free from the wick- 
edness of demons : let us see the heads of the serpent bruised 
by Him, and the swarm of venomous reptiles driven away over- 
powered and 1n terror: and those who im old time had been full 
of cunning and audacity ; who had held subyect to their 8way 
all that hes beneath the heavens ; who had prided themselves 
npon their temples of vast cost, and on their beautifully sculp- 
tured altars ; who had been honoured with sacritices ; and 
crowned with umversal praises ; fall from their former glory, 
and as though retaining sovereignty over no one single man, 
beg for a herd of 8wine! A very plain proof is this of the 
unexpected misery that had befallen them, and of their being 
broken utterly. 

But no more: for I perceive that m my discourse I have 
taken a leap, as 1t were, from what we began with, and have 
hurried to the latter part of the less0n. Come, therefore, 
that, hike a fleet and strong-lnmbed horse, we may as with a 
bridle, turn 1t back to the beginning. For the Saviour, in com- 
pany with the holy disciples, had landed in the country of the 
Gerasenes ; and inmediately a man met them, in whom dwelt 
many unelean spiits: and he was void of mind and under- 
standing, and in no respect different from those already dead, 
and laid in the earth : or rather, perhaps, even m a more 
miserable state. For they, carefully wrapped in their grave- 
clothes, are laid in the earth, hike one on his mother's bosom : 
but he, in great misery and nakedness, wandering among the 
graves of the dead, was in utter wretchedness, leading a dis- 
graceful and 1gnominious life: and 80 was a proof of the crueity 
of the demons, and a plain demonstration of their impurity. 
And besides this, it is a charge and accusation against them of 
hatred unto mankind : for they would have no man whatsoever 
upon earth sober, but wish them like one intoxicated, and 
crazed, to know nothing to their profit, but be left in 1gno- 
rance even of Him Who 1s the Maker of all. For of whoms0- 
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ever they have possess1on, and have subjected to their power, 
him at once they make an example of great misery, deprived 
of every blessing, and destitute of all sobriety, and bereft more- 
over entirely even of reason 1tself. 

But why, say 8ome, have they possession of men! To 
such, then, as wish to have this explained, I answer, that 
the reason of these things 1s very deep: for s0 somewhere 
God 1s addressed by one of His saints, © Thy judgments are Ps.xxxvi.6. 
a vast abyss.” But as long as we bear this in mind, we shall 
perchance not shoot bexide the mark. The God of all, then, 
purposely permits some to fall into their power, not 80 much 
that they may suffer, as that we may learn by thei example 
in what way the demons treat us, and 80 may avoid the wish 
of being subject to them. For by the suffering of one, many 
are edifed. 

But the Gerasene, or rather the herd of demons lying con- 
cealed within him, fell down before Christ's feet, saying, © What 
* 18 there between me and Thee, Jesus, Son of God Most High ! 
i I beseech Thee, torment me not.” Here observye, I pray. 
the mixture of fear with great audacity, and overweening 
pride : and that the words which he 1s forced, as 1t were, to 
ejaculate, are coupled with inflated hanghtiness ! For 1t 1s 
a proof of the pride of the enemy, that he ventures to say, 
« What is there between me and Thee, Jezus, Son of God 
*« Most High!” Thon knowest, then, for certain, that He 1s 
the Son of God Most High : thou therefore confessest that He 
is also God, and Lord of heaven and earth, and of all things 
therein : and how, then, having usurped that which 1s not 
thine, or rather that which 1s His, and assumed to thyself a 
elory which in no poxsible way 1s thy right :—for thou claim- 
edst to be worshipped :—didst thou affirm that He had nothing 
to do with thee, Whom, as far as thy endeavours went, thou 
causedst to be expelled from that dignity which most fitly 18 
His alone! All men upon earth are His; and these thou 
wickedly corruptedst, removing them far from the knowledge 
of Him Who truly is the Lord and Maker of all, and plungedst 
them into the mire of &in, making them thy worshippers :— 
and afterwards dost thou 8ay, © What is there between me and 
** Thee?!” What earthly king would endure to have those 
placed under his sceptre harrassed by barbarians! Or what 
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Ps. xcvu.s5, 


Ps. clv. 32. 


Ps. vii. 9. 


Jer. IV. 2 2, 


Ps. cxvin. 
27. 


Ps. xIvii. 1. 
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shepherd 1s s0 unfeeling and mdifferent, as when savage beasts 
attack his flocks, to take no heed of the calamity, nor endeavour 
to aid his sheep ! Confess, even though against thy will, who 
thou art, and to Whom thou speakest. Utter words such as 
befit thee: such namely as, * I pray Thee, torment me not.” © For 
** He had commanded, it says, the spirit to go out of rhe man.” 

Observe, I pray again, the incomparable majesty of Him 
Who transcends all, even of Christ, With irresistible might 
and unequalled authority He crushes Satan by simply willing 
that s0 1t should be. He does not permit him to venture to 
g1ve one look of opposition to His commands. Fire and flames 
unto hin was Christ's will : 80 that it is true as the blessed 
Pzalmist 8a1d, that © the hills melted hke wax before the face 
* of God.” And agam elsewhere, © Touch the hills, and they 
* shall smoke.” For he compares to the hills those high and 
boastful powers of wickedness ; which nevertheless, as though 
in contact with fire, melt like wax before the might and 
Sovereignty of our Saviour. And besides this they smoke : 
now smoke 1s an indication of fire about to burst into a blaze : 
and this 1t is the lot of the nnpure spirits to 8uffer. 

But Christ asked him, and commanded him to tell, What 
was his name. And he aid, © Legion, because that many 
** devils had entered into him.” Did Christ then ask because 
He did not know it, and hke one of us, wished to learn 1t as 
something that had escaped Him ! But how is 1t not perfeetly 
absurd for us to say or unagine any thing of the kind ? For as 
being God, © He knoweth all things, and searcheth the hearts 
* and reins.” He asked therefore for the plan of salvation's 
sake, that we might learn that a great multitude of devils 
Shareds the one soul of the man, engendering in him a wretched 
and impure madness. For he was their work, and they indeed 
are © wise to do evil,” as the Scripture saith, but to do © good 
* they have no knowledge,” 

As therefore the Psalmist said, © let us keep the feast with 
flowerst.” And © Let all the people clap their hands.” For 

s As a general rule, the Syriac is a meaning of © possessed,” the proper 
very exact translation of the Greek, signification being to * graze off 
to judge by the fragments in Mai : land with cattle,”” << depasci.” 


here, however, the word Kareveipa- t cz may perhaps mean 
ro, which he renders © divided” or *© thick boughs,” as evidently 1t 1s 


** shared,” has probably only the intended to represent the LXX ver- 
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let us bear in mind what was the character of our enemies ; 
and who were those princes of all beneath the heavens before 
the coming of our Saviour : bitter were they, mpure, mur- 
derers, and full of all immorality. But Christ setteth us tree 
from the hated of these noxious beings. Let us therefore with 


exultation and gladness in our great joy exclaim, © We will Ps. ii. 3. 


* ent asunder their cords, and cast away their yoke from us.” 
For we have been <«et free, as I said, by the night of Christ, 
and delivered from those bitter and miquitous beings, who in 
old time had the dominion over us. 


Si0N, ovoThoaoOlt EopThv ev TOLS MUKA- 
Covo. The Hebrew most probably 
means, © Bind ye the festival with 
thick boughs,” and is rightly re- 
ferred by the LXX (apparently) to 
the feast of tabernacles : the word 
* hind,” which has led the inter- 
preters into error, naving reference 
to one of its ceremonies. 'Fhe noun 
an, with the corresponding words 
in Arabic and Syriac, never means 
* a victim,” but a festival : the 1n- 
stances which Gesenius and Winer 
give to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, Of these the first 1s Ex. xx11. 
18, 21-25nN, odde py koyun079 oreap 
Ths EopThs pov Ews mMPwL, as the 
LXX render it, the meaning being 
not that the fat of one particular 
victim was to be carefully consumed 
before the next morning broke, but 
that of all the victims throughout 
the feast day, ** the fat of the feast 
day.” The other instance is exactly 
Sinular, Mal. n. 3. E33n Wha, 
rendered by the LXX evvorpoy cop- 
Toy: and very strong reasons in my 
judgment are required to counter- 
weigh upon a point like this the 
testimony of the LXX interpreters, 
whose authority has been unfairly 
depreciated in modern times, ow- 
ing to the general ignorance of 
even the elements of Hebrew criti- 
cism. 'The Vulgate from the LXX 
gives the literal rendering : © Con- 
** 8tituite diem solennem in conden- 
* 818, US8que ad cornu altaris :” and 


Luther the sense, © Schmucket das 
* Fest mit Maien bis an die Horner 
* des Altars.” And this translation 
agreeing in the main with the LXX 
and Jerome, has been retained by 
Tholuck, and defended by Stier. 
A very interesting discuss10n upon 
this Psalm, proving that it was com- 
posed for the Festival of Taberna- 
cles, may be read in Lakemaker, 
vol. 1. p. 197. ed. 1799, who shews 
that victims neither were nor could 
be hound to the horns of the altar, 
but that a fence of willow wands 
was formed on one of the days of 
the feast round it. I should there- 
fore prefer rendering |,zQ2, as 
* boughs,” the word being of very 
rare occurrence. Golius however 


renders SIS floruit, pec. comos0 


capite talive pica : and in the only 
other place in which I have met 
with it, viz. Serm. 126, the Syriac 
translator puts it for av&os mn Is. 
x1. 1. If therefore we render it, ac- 
cording to Gohus, © let us keep the 
{* festival with clusters of flowers,” 
it will still have reference to the 
feast of tabernacles, which was a 
sort of rustic holyday-keeping in 
the fields, but the particular refer- 
ence of the Hebrew will be lost. 
The Syriac version in the London 
Polyglott throws no Ight upon the 
text, being, © Bind our festivals 
* with chains, even up to the horns 
* of the altar.” 
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Mat. x. 29. 


I, 
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The herd then of impure spirits asked tor a herd-—worthy 
of and hke itself—of swine! And Christ purposely gave them 
leave, though He well knew what they would do. And I can 
Imagine some one saying, Why did He grant thew request ! To 
which we answer, That He gave them the power, in order that 
this, like all His other conduct, might be a means of benefit to 
us, and inspire us with the hope of safety. But perhaps thou 
wilt say, How, and in what manner ! Listen theretore. They 
ask for power over 8wine : plainly as something witch they do 
not possess. For what posstble doubt can there be, that they 
would not have asked it, if 1t had been in their power to take 
it without hindrance? But those who have no power over 
things thus trifling and valueless, how can they injure any one 
of those whom Christ has sealed, and who place their hope on 
Him ? Comfort therefore thy heart : for perhaps thou wast ter- 
ritied at hearing that a crowd of wicked spirits dwelt in one 
man, and made him wander among the graves of the dead in 
shame and nakedness, and bereft of nund and understanding. 
Inasmuch as thou too art a man exposed to temptations, thou 
fearedst a misery thus bitter and unendurable, should Satan 
attack thee. Rouse therefore thy heart to confidence : do not 
suppose that any such thing can happen while Christ sur- 
rounds us with protection and love. It 1s certain that they 
Possecss No Power even over 8wine. B50 great is the providence 
wluch the Almighty Governor of our aftairs deigns to bestow 
on human things. For He even said to the holy apostles, *Are 
** not two sparrows s0ld for a farthing ! and not one of them 
* falleth to the ground without your Father. And even the 
* hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore, ye 
*« are of more value than many sparrows.” For if He bestow 
His protection upon things thus trifling and valueless, how wall 
He not deem us worthy of all regard, for whose sxake He Who 
by nature 1s God, even became man, and endured the contu- 
mehes of the Jews! Away therefore with fear : for God aids, 
and encircles with the armour of His good pleasure those 
whose wish 1t 1s to hye for Him, and who seek to perform 
those things that are pleasing in His ﬆight, 

And this too we may learn, from what befel the herd of 
Swine, that wicked demons are cruel, and mischievous, and 
hurtful, and treacherous to those who are in the power. 


LE 
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This the fact clearly proves, that they hurried the swine over 
a precipice and drowned them 1n the waters. Christ therefore 
granted their request, that we might learn from what hap- 
pened, that their disposition 1s ruthless and bestial, incapable 
of being softened, and solely intent on doing evil to those whom 
they can get into their power. 

If therefore there be any one among us wanton and 
swinish, filth-loving and impure, and willingly contaminated 
with the abominations of sin, such a one by God's permission 
falls into their power, and sinks into the abyss of perdition. 
But it can never happen to*those who love Christ, to become 
subject unto them : nor to us, as long as we walk in His foot- 
steps, and, avoiding negligence in the performance of what is 
right, desire those things which are honourable, and belong to 
that virtuous and laudable conversation, which Christ has 
marked out for us by the precepts of the Gospel : by Whom 
and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and dominion 
with the Holy Ghost, for ever and eyer, Amen. 
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John 1. 14. 


John x. 37. 


COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON XLYV. 


And when Jesus returned, the multitude received Hum ; for 
they were all waiting for Him. And behold there came a 
man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 8ynagoque : 
and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought Him to come 
to his house; for he had an only daughter, about twelve 
years old, and she was dying. - And as He went, the mul- 
titudes thronged Him. A woman who had had an ts8ue of 
blood twelve years, and had spent all her substance upon 
physi.cians, and could be healed of none, came near behind 
Hum, and touched the hem of His garment : and ummed:- 
ately her issue of blood staunched. And Jesus 8arid, Who 
touched Me? And when all demed, Peter and they that 
were with him said, Master, the multitudes press and 
throng Thee. But Jesus said, Some one touched Me ; for 
i know that power has gone forth from Me. And when the 
woman 8aw that she was not hid from Him, she came 
trembling, and fell down before Him, and declared before 
all the people, for what cause s8he had touched Hum, and 
that she was healed immediately. And He said unto her, 
My daughter, thy faith hath saved thee: go in peace. 


Those who are sk1lful in elucidating the mystery of the dis- 
pensation of the Only-begotten in the flesh, and whose minds 
are illuminated with divine light, the Spirit commanded, 
. 8ayIing, © Declare His praisxe among the Gentiles, and His 


* miracles among all nations.” Did He then command them 
to declare the praise of our universal Saviour Christ among 
the multitudes of the Gentiles, to the inhabitants, that is, of the 
whole world, for no other reason than that He might be ad- 
mired, or was 1t not that He might also be believed on by all 
men ! I verily affirm that it was both in order that He might 
be admired, and also that we might believe that the Word of 
God the Father is very God, even though, as John says, He 
was made flesh, For He also somewhere declares unto the 
Jews, © If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not : 


: «< 
« 
S:. 
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« but if I do them, though ye believe not Me, believe the 


«© works.” 


Let ns then once again behold Him benefiting multitudes by 
the miracles He wrought for their good. For there was a 
ruler and teacher of the synagogue of the Jews, called Jairus ; 
and him the Gospel narrative here announces to us. For he 
foll down before the feet of Christ our common Saviour, to ask 
for the unloosing of death, and the annulling of corruption. 
For his daughter was, 80 to speak, at the very gates of the 
grave. Come then, and let us ask Jairus to tell us in what 
light he regards Him to Whom he offers his request. For if 


thou drawest near regarding Him as a mere man, and hke unto 


one of us; as one, that is, Who possesses no power $uperior to 


ourselyes, thou missest thy mark, and hast wandered from the 
right road, in asking of a man that which requires the power 
of God. The supreme nature aone 18 able to give life to the 
dead. It alone has nnmortality : and from It every thing that 
is called into being borrows its hfe and motion. Ask therefore 
of men the things that belong unto men, and of God the things 


that belong unto God. 


Moreover thou worshippest Him as the Almighty God : and 


doest 80, as certainly knowing and testifying that He 1s able to 


give thee the accomplishment of thy requests. What argument 


therefore 1s snfficient for thy defence, that once thou stonedst 
Christ the Saviour of all; and with the rest didst persecute 


Him, and most foolishly and impiously say, © For a good John x. 33. 


* work we stone Thee not, but for blasphemy : because that 
+ Thou being a man, makest Thyself God.” 

And not only must we wonder at this, but at the following as 
well. For Lazarus indeed arose from the dead at the summons 
of Christ, Who made him come forth from the very grave, 
when he had been there four days, and corruption had already 
begun. And those indeed who were spectators of the miracle 
were astonished at the majesty of the deed. But the rulers of 
the synagogue of the Jews made the very miracle food for 
envy, and an act thus great and excellent was stored up in 
their memory as a secd whence sprung the guilt of murder. 
For when they had assembled, they took counsel one with 
another, certainly for no lawful deed, but for one rather that 
brought upon them their final doom. For they said, © What 
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188 COMMENTARY UPON 


Jer. 1v. 22. 


Ps, xxx11.9. 


Luke x1v, 


23. 


« do we? for This man doeth many miracles. If we let Him 
*« thus alone, the Romans will come, and take away both our 
« nation and our place.” What then sayest thou to this, O 
Jairus ? Thou sawest death abolished in the case of Lazarus ; 
death which always and to every one before had been stern 
and unyielding. Thou sawest destructicn lose its power, from 
which no one on earth had escaped. And how then dost thou 
imagine thou canst make Him subject unto death Who 1s 
supreme over death : the Overthrower of destruction, and the 
Giver of life? How can He Who delivered others from the 
snares of death, Himself be liable to suffer it, unless He wills 
80 to do for the plan of salvation's sake. The text therefore 
concerning them 1s true, © that they are foohsh children, and 
«© unwise.”” | 

But the fate of the damsel was not without profit to her 
father. For just as sometimes the violence of the reins brings 
the spirited steed that has bounded away from the road back 
to 1ts proper course, 80 also trouble often compels the soul 
of man to yield obedience to those things which are for its 
good, and are commanded. To this effect we find the blessed 
David also addressing God over all, concerning those men 
who, not being as yet willing to walk uprightly, were led on, 
80 to speak, by the disorderly impulses of their mind to the pit 
of destruction. © With bridle and bit Thou $halt restrain the 
« Jaws of those who draw not near to Thee.” For the force of 
cireumstances brings men, as I said, even against their wills to 
the necessity of bowing their neck to God, as we may see indi- 
rectly shewn in the Gospel parables. For Christ s0mewhere 
Said, that when the banquet was ready, a servant was sent to 
call them to the supper, and gather those that were bidden : 
but they, employing fictitious excuses of various kinds, would 
not come. Then the Lord, it says, spake to that servyant : 
* Go into the lighways and hedges, and compel them to come 
*1n that My house may be filled.” What then is the meaning 
of men being invited from the hedges, —and that as it were by 
force, —if 1t be not what is here referred to? For sometimes 
misfortunes beyond the power of endurance hedge men into 
extreme misery : and meeting, 1t may be, with care and assist- 
ance irom those who fear Christ, they are thus led on unto 
faith in Him and love : and being weaned from their former 


| 


. 
| 
| 
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error received by tradition from their fathers, they accept the 


saving word of the Gospel. 


And such we may well affirm 
to be those who are called from the hedges. 


It 1s indeed more 


excellent and praiseworthy, when the withdrawal from former 
error to hasten to the truth 1s the fruit of freewill : and such 
converts gathering the confirmation of their behef from the 
sacred Scriptures, and enjoying the instruction of 8uch as are 
S$kilful in mitiating men into the mysteries, will advance on- 
wards to a correct and blameless faith. But those others, who 
are kindled, if we may 80 speak, by force and the troubles they 
meet with to the acknowledgment of the truth, are not upon an 
equality with the former, but when admitted must be careful 
to maintain constancy, and flee from a fickle levity : for it 1s 
their duty to preserve an unwavering faith, lest they be found 
reprobate and feeble workers, deserters after the seal®, cow- 


ards and traitors after taking up arms. 


Let them not hasten 


back to their former deeds, lest that be said of them which was 


spoken by one of the holy apostles : © For it had been better 2 Pet. ii. 
* for them not to have known the way of truth, than having : 


* known 1t to turn back from the holy commandment that was 


« dehvered unto them. 


The case of the true proverb has 


« befallen them : the dog that returns to Ins vomit, and the 
* 80w that was washed to wallowing in the nure.” 
Not however to make this digres$on too long, let us return 


to our original subject. 


Jairus then drew near ; but we deny 


that his coming was the fruit of freewill; rather 1t was the 
fear of death which made him thus act against his will : for it 
had already, s0 to speak, assailed his daughter ; and she was 


u S, Chrysostom also 8peaks of 
S0ldiers having a seal, at the end of 
Hom. ii. in Ep. ii. ad Cor. © For 
** hke the seal that soldiers have, 80 
** He also gives the Spirit to the 
* faithful, that shouldest thou de- 
** 8ert, thou mayest be detected by 
*all. For the Jews indeed had 
* cireumcision as a 8eal, but we 
** have the earnest of the Spirit,” 
And in the Martyrdom of S. Maxi- 
milian, we learn that this was a 
Stamped piece of lead, worn pro- 
bably only by new recruits : for 


when he was required to take the 
military oath, he refused, saying, 
« Non acciplo signaculum e#cul, 
« et, 81 8ignaver1s, rumpo 1llud, quia 
* mhil valeo. Ego Christianus sum : 
* non licet mihi plumbnm collo por- 
* tare post 8Ignum $alutare Domini 
«* Jesu Christi, Quem tu ignoras.” 
Du Cange Glos.—By the fathers, 
the word © seal” 1s generally ap- 
plied either to *baptism or ordina- 
tion : but it has several less frequent 
meanings. 
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John xv, 
24. 


190 COMMENTARY UPON 


his only one, He et utterly at nought then the reputation of 
cons1stency in his wicked words and thoughts. For he who 
had ofttimes made the attempt to slay Christ, for raising the 
dead from the grave, asks of Him the unloosing of death. In 
order then that his character may be seen to be harsh and 
abominable, and that he may be convicted of being such by the 
very facts, Christ accompanied him, and yielded to his request. 

But there was also a sort of wise management in what was 
done. For had He not yielded to his request for grace, both 
himself and whosoever else suffered under the same ignorance, 
or rather, want of common sense, would have said forsooth, 
that He was not able to raisxe the damsel, nor drive death 
away from her, even if He had gone to the house : that being 
then without power, and unequal to the accomplisghment of the 
divine miracle, He made His displeasure at Jairus a pretext 
tor keeping away. To put a stop therefore to the unpure and 
unbridled calumny of the Jews, and restrain the tongues of the 
numerous persons ever ready for fault-finding, He consents 
immediately, and promises to raise up her who was in danger. 
And the promises were followed by the fulftiment, in order that 
disbelief on their part might be without excuse, and that this 
miracle, hke the rest, might be for their condemnation. For 
Christ also said of them, © If I had not done among them 
* the works which none other man did, they had not had an : 
* but now they have both seen and hated both Me and My 
*« Father.” 

The Saviour then went to raise the damsel, and to implant 
in the dwellers upon earth the sure hope of the resurrection of 
the dead. But as He was midway on His road, another 
miracle, not unhike the former, was wonderfully wrought. For 
there was a woman afflicted with an is8e of blood, the prey of 
a severe and violent malady, which refused to yield to the 
$kill of physicians, and set at nought all the appliances of 
human remedies. For she could © not be healed, it says, by 
* any,” even though she had unsparingly lavished all her sub- 
Stance upon those who promised to deliver her from her 
disease. When therefore the unhappy woman had given up 
all hope from men, and now suryived only for utter misery, she 
conceived in her a wise plan. For she had recourse to the 
Physician Who 1s from above, from heaven, as One Who is able 
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readily and without effort to effect those things that are beyond 
our power, and Whose decrees, whatever it be He would ac- 
complish, nothing can oppose. 

Her faith in this was perhaps occasioned by secing Jairus 
leading Him to his house, to prove Himself mightzer than 
death, by delivering his daughter from its inevitable bonds. 
For she thought perchance within herself, that xt He be 
mightier than death, and the destroyer of corruption, how 
much more can He also alleviate the malady that afilicts her, 
«taunching by ineffable power the fountains of her issue of 
blood ! She draws near therefore and touches the hem of His 
garment ; but secretly and not openly : for she hoped to be 
able to escape notice, and, as it were, to steal healing from One 
Who knew not of it. But why, tell me, was the woman careful 
to escape notice ! For why should £he not draw near to Christ 
with more boldness than that leper, and ask for the remiss10n 


of her incurable pain ? For he said, © Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou Luke v. 12. 


«* canst make me clean.” Why should not she act hke those 
blind men, who when Christ passed by called out and said, 


* Have mercy upon us, Lord Jesus, the Son of David ” ! What mats. xx. 
then was 1t made that sick woman wish to remain hid ! It was 3® 


because the law of the all-wise Moses wnputed impurity to any 
woman who was suffering from an 1s88ne of blood, and every- 
where called her unclean: and whoever was unclean, might 
neither touch any thing that was holy, nor approach a holy 
man. For this reason the woman was careful to remain con- 
cealed, lest as having transgressed the law, she should have to 
hear the punishment which it imposed. And when he touched, 
She was healed immediately and without delay. 

But the miracle did not remain hid; for the Saviour, though 
knowing all things, asked as if He knew it not, saying, * Who 
touched Me?” And when the holy apostles with good reason 
S8a1d, * The multitudes throng Thee and press Thee *,” He ets 
before them what had been done, saying, © Somebody touched 
** Me: for I know that power has gone forth from Me.” Was 
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* Of this portion of the com- 
mentary Mai has recovered but very 
little : this passage, however, is 
found by him in one Catena A. f. 
130, but with three or four slight 
additions ; of which the most im- 


portant is, that it inserts here, © which 
was a very great 8ign of the reality 
of His flesh, and of His trampling 
down pride; for they did not follow 
Him at a distance, but closed Him 
round on all 81des.” 
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it then for love of glory that the Lord did not allow this 
instance of His godlike working —the miracle, I mean, that 
had happened to the woman to remain concealed? By no 
means do we say this, but rather, that 1t was because He ever 
keeps in view the benefit of those who -are called to grace 
through faith. The concealment then of the miracle would 
have been injurious to many, but being made known, 1t bene- 
fited them in no sIight degree ; and especially the ruler of the 
8ynagogue himself, For 1t gave security to the hope to which 
he looked forward, and made him firmly trust that Christ 
would deliver his daughter from the bonds of death. 

But it 1s itself a fit subject for our admiration. For that 
woman was delivered, being saved from a state of suffering 
thus bitter and incurable ; and thereby we again obtain the 
firm assurance, that the Emmanuel 1s very God. How and in 
what manner ! Both from the miraculous event itself, and from 
the words which with divine dignity He 8pake, © For, I 
« know, He said, that power has gone forth from Me.” But it 
transcends our degree, or probably that even of the angels, to 
send forth any power, and that of their own nature, as some- 
thing that 1s of themselves. Such an act 1s an attribute appro- 
priate 8olely to the Nature That 1s above all, and supreme. 
For every created being whatsoever that 1s endued with 
power, whether of healing, or the hike, possesses it not of 
itself, but as a thing given 1t by God. For to the creature all 
things are given, and wrought in 1t, and of itself 1t can do 
nothing. As God therefore He said © I knew that power has 
*« gone forth from Me.” 

And the woman now made confession; and inasmuch as with 
her malady, with the disease, I mean, which had afflicted her, she 
had put off the fear, which made her wish to remain concealed, 
She proclaimed the divine miracle : and therefore was very fitly 
deemed worthy of His tranquilhzing words, and received secu- 
rity that she should suffer from her malady no more; for our 
Saviour Christ said unto her, © Daughter, thy faith hath saved 
thee : go in peace.” 

And this too was for the benefit of Jairus, though 1t was 
indeed a hard lesson. For he learns, that neither the legal 
worship, nor the 8hedding of blood, nor the slaying of goats 
and calves, nor the circumcigion of the flesh, nor the rest of the 
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sabbaths, nor ought besides of these temporary and typical 
matters, can 8ave the dwellers upon earth ; faith only in 
Christ can do 80, by means of which even the blessed Abraham 
was justified, and called the friend of God, and counted worthy 
of especial honours. And the blessing of God has been given 
also to those, who according to the terms of the promise were 


to be his sons : even unto us. * For they are not all Israel, Rom. ix. 6. 


« who are of Israel, neither because they are the seed of Abra- 
« ham, are they all sons: but the children of the promise are 
* accounted as the seed.” To us then this grace belongs : for 
we have been adopted as Abraham's sons, © being justified not 


* 80 much by the works of the law, as by faith in Christ ;” by Gal. ii. 16. 


Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and 
domimon with the Holy Ghost, tor ever and ever, AmenYy, 


y Mai adds from H. f. 3o. an pendix however to vol. xiv. of the 
allegorical mterpretation of the two Bibliotheca vet. Patrum Gallandii, 
miracles given there under the p.95, it is found in Origen's Com- 
names both of Origen and Cyril, mentaries, and to him therefore it 
and in Corderius under those of should be assigned. 

Cyril and Geometra. In the ap- 
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194 COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON XLVL 


C. viii. 49- And whale He tis — there cometh one from the ruler 


of the synagogue's house, s8aying, Thy daughter 18 dead : 
trouble no more the Teacher. But when Jesus heard tit, 
He answered and s8aid, Fear not : believe only, and s8he 
$hall live. And when He came unto the house, He suffered 
no one to go m with Him, save Peter, and James, and 
John, and the father and the mother of the matden. And 
all wept and bewailed her. But He said, Weep not : for 
the damsel 1s not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed at 
Hum, knowing that she was dead. But He made them all 
go out, and took her by the hand, and called, s8aying, 
Maid, arise. And her spirit returned, and she arose um- 
mediately : and He commanded to give her s8omewhat to 
eat. And her parents were astonished. And He commanded 
them to tell no one what was done. 


O COME, all ye who love the glory of the Saviour, and 
thereby weave crowns for your heads, come once again, that 
we may rejoice in Him, and as we extol Him with endless 
praises, let us say in the words of the prophet Isaiah : * O 
« Lord, my God, I will praisze Thee; and I will laud Thy 
* name ; for Thou hast wrought wonderful works, even a 
*« counsel true from the beginning.” What then is the counse] 
and purpose of God the Father, which was from the beginning, 
and was true! Plainly that respecting us. For Christ fore- 
knew, even before the foundations of the world, His mystery : 
but 1t was in the last ages of the world that He arose for the 
inhabitants of earth, that having borne the sin of the world, He 
might abolish both it and death, which 1s its consequence, and 
was brought upon us by its means. For 80 He Himself plainly 
8aid, © I am the regurrection and the life :?? and © he that be- 
*« heveth on Me hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
* judgment, but hath passed from death unto life.” And this 
then we shall see fulfilled in actual facts. For the ruler of the 
Synagogue of the Jews drew near, and embracing the Saviour s 


Fr 
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knees, besxought Him to deliver his daughter from the bonds 
of death :—for 1o! already she had been brought down unto 
this, and was in extreme danger. And the Saviour con- 
sented, and set out with him, and was even hastening onward 
to the house of him who asked the favour, as well knowing 
that what was being done would profit many of those who fol- 
lowed Him, and would also be for His own glory. And thus 
on the way the woman was saved, who was the victim of a 
Severe and incurable malady. For she had an 1ss1e of blood, 
which no one could stanch, and which set at nought the art of 


physicians: but no s0oner had she touched the hem in faith, 


than she was forthwith healed; and a miracle thus glorious 
and manifest was, 80 to speak, the work merely of Christ's 
Journey. 

And afterwards there met them from the ruler of the syna- 
gogue's house a messenger, saying : © Thy daughter 1s dead : 
« trouble not the Teacher.” What, then, was Christ's answer, 
Seeing that He possesses universal sovereignty ; that He 1s 
Lord of hfe and death ; and by the all-powerful determination 
of His will accomplishes whatsoever He desires? He 8aw the 
man oppressed with the weight of sorrow, swooning, and stu- 
pefied, and all but despairing of the poss1bility of his daughter 
being rescued from death. For misfortunes are able to disturb 
even an apparently well-constituted mind, and to estrange it 
trom its settled convictions. To aid him, therefore, He gives 
him a kind and saving word, fit to sustain him in his fainting 
State, and work in him an unwavering faith, saying, © Fear 
* not: only believe, and she shall hve.” 

And having now come to the house of His supplicant, He 
quets their lamentations, silences the musicians, and stops the 
tears of the weepers, saying, © The damsel is not dead, but 
* rather sleepeth.” And they, it says, laughed at Him. Ob- 
Serve here, I pray, the great kill of the management. For 
though He well knew that the damsel was dead, He aid, 
** Sh6 is not dead, but rather sleepeth.” For what reason ? 
That by their laughing at Him, they might give a clear and 
mantest acknowledgment that the damsel was dead. For pro- 
bably there would be ome of that class who always resist His 
glory, who would reject the divine miracle, and 8ay, that the 
damsel was not yet dead; and that in being dehvyered from 
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s1ckness, there was nothing done by Christ very extraordinary. 
To have, therefore, the acknowledgment of many that the 
damsel was dead, He aid, that she was rather sleeping. And 
let no man affirm that Christ spake untruly. For to Him, as 
being Life by nature, there is nothing dead. And this 1s the 
reason why we, having a firm hope of the resurrection of the 
dead, call them © those that sleep.” For in Christ they will 
arise : and, as the blessed Paul says, © They live to Him,” in 
that they are about to hve. 

But observe- this al&v. For as if to teach us to avoid vain- 
glory ; — though certainly no such admirable deeds can be 
wrought by us;—when He came to the house in which the 
damsel was lying dead, He took in with Him but three of the 
holy Apostles, and the father and the mother of the damsel. 

And the manner in which He wrought the miracle was wor- 
thy of God. For having taken her, 1t says, by the hand, Ie 
sa1d, Damsel, arise : and she arose immediately. O the power 
of a word, and the might of commands that nothing can res1st ! 
O the life-producing touch of the hand, that abolishes death, 
and corruption ! These are the fruits of faith, for the sake of 
which the law also was given to those of old time by the hand 
of Moses, 

But perhaps some one may say to this: © But lo! any one 
* can ce that the ceremonial ordained by the law 1s unhke and 
* at yariance with faith in Christ : for the law commands us to 
* make use of bloody sacrifices ; but faith rejects every thing 
* of the kind, and has brought in for mankind a worship to be 
* offered in $pirit and in truth. For even Christ is s0mewhere 
* found thus speaking by the harp of the Psalmist to God the 
* Father mn heaven : © Sacrifices and offerings Thou didst not 

* * dere: whole burnt offerings, and for sins, Thou hadst no 
* «© pleasure in: but a body hast Thou framed for Me. Then 
**f 81d I, Lo! I come: for in the chapter of the books it 1s 
** written of Me: I delight to do Thy will, O God,” Offerings 
* therefore by blood are unavailing ; but the sweet saydur of 
* spiritual worship is very acceptable to God. And this no man 
* can present unto Him, unless first he possess that faith which 
*1s by Christ. And the blessed Paul bears witness to this, 
. © where he writes: © Without faith, no man can eyer do that 
*© which 1s well pleasing.” * 


RG 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 197 


It is necessary, therefore, for us to explain in what sense 
we say that the law was given because of faith. The blessed 
Abraham then was justified by obedience and faith. For 1t 1s 


written : © That Abraham believed God ; and he was called Jam. ii. 23. 


« the friend of God, and faith was counted to Inm for right- 
«© 60usncss.” And God promised him both that he should be 
the father of many nations, and that all nations should be 
blessed in him ; that 1s to say, by the initation of his faith. 
One can see, therefore, that the grace that is by faith is prior 
to the ceremonial enjoined by the law, in that Abraham at- 
tained unto it while still uncireumetsed. And afterwards, in 
process of time, the law entered by the hand of Moses. Did 
it then thrust away the justification that 1s by faith, —that I 
mean which God promised to those who follow the steps of the 
faith of our father Abraham, which he had while still uncir- 
euncised ? But how can this be true! The blessed Paul, 
therefore, writes : © This I say then, that the covenant, winch 
* was confirmed of old by God, the law, which was four hun- 
*« qdred and thirty years afterwards, does not disannul, s0 as to 
* make the promise given to the fathers of no effect.” And 


Gal. iii. 17. 


again : * Is the law then against the promises of God ? It Gal. iii, 21. 


* may not be.” And the same divine Paul further teaches us 
the reasons for which the law at length entered by the minis- 
tration of angels, and the manner in which 1t confirms the 
faith in Christ, by having been brought in before the time of 
the incarnation of the Only-begotten, saying at one time, that 


* the law entered that sin might abound :”? and at another Rom. v. 20, 
again, © that the Scripture hath included all things under sin:” Gal. iii. 22. 
and again, © The law, therefore, was added, because of trans- Gal. iii. 19. 


** gres810ns,” 


Do you wish to learn how the Scripture included all things 
under 8n? If 80, I wilt explain it to the best of my ability. 
The heathen, then, as those who were without God, and desti- 
tute of hope, were in this world as men imprisoned in the pit- 
falls' of baseness, and entangled without hope of escape in the 
cords of sn. On the other hand, the Israelites possessed 1n- 
deed the law as a schoolmaster : but no man could be justified 
by its means. For there is no profit to them that are in their 
SINS IN an offering by blood. And to this Paul again bears 
witness, saying ; © For the blood of bulls, and of goats, cannot 


Heb. x. 4. 
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* take away ins.” The law is the proof of the infirmity of all 
men : and therefore the blessed Paul calls it * the ministry of 
©* condemnation.” Sin abounded by its means : and that, not 
as though it made any man in, but rather because 1t declared 
the condemnation of him who was subject to offences. It was 
enacted, therefore, because of transgress1ons, that as now no 
man was able to attain to a blameless life, the bringing in of 
the justification that 1s by Christ might be altogether neces- 
sary. For there was no other way by which the inhabitants 
of earth could escape from the tyranny of s1n. The law, then, 
entered first for the sake of faith, to declare the guilt of those 
who were liable to infirmities, and prove them to be sinners, 
It sent men, therefore, 80 to speak, to the cleansing that 1s m 
Christ by faith. And for this reason the blessed Paul again 
wrote : © Therefore the law was our schoolmaster unto Christ. 
* But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
* schoolmaster.” For we are all sons of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

Faith, then, in every way, 1s the cause of life, as that which 
lays In, the mother and nurse of death. Excellently, there- 
fore, said Christ to the ruler of the synagogue of the Jews, 
when his daughter was dead ; © Fear not : only believe, and 
© she shall hve.” For, as I said, Christ makes those live who 
approach Him by faith, in that He 1s life; © for in Him we 
« hive and move, and are :” and He will raise the dead © 8ud- 
« denly, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump,” as it is 
written. And having this hope in Him, we shall both attain 
to the city that 1s above, and reign as kings with Him ; by 
Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and do- 
minon, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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And when He had called the twelve Apostles, He gave them pabyrks _ 
power and authority over all the devils, and to heal Sick- 7 Tod ot 
nes8es. And He sent them to preach the kingdom of God, qu, ..; 

and to heal the ck. And He said unto them, Take nothing ©, phos 

for the way : no 8taff : no 8crip : neither bread nor money : M83 O8T. 
nor 8hall ye have two coats. And into whatsoever house A 3OTs 
ye enter, there abide, and thence depart. And whosoever om. &vd BS, 
will not receive you, when ye depart from that city, shake 7% 52>: 


off the dust from your feet for their testtmony. ks 

IT is a true saying, that the fruit of good deeds 1s honour- TT 
able. For those who wish to lead lives pure and undefiled as 
far as 1s possIble for men, Christ will adorn with His gifts, and 
grant them an abundant recompense for all their saintly deeds, 
and make them partakers of His glory. For 1t is inposslble 
that He should ever he who says : © As I live, saith the Lord, 1Sam.ii. 30. 
*« those who honour Me, I will honour.” 

As a plain and clear proof of this, I take the glorious and 
noble company of the holy Apostles. Behold them highly dis- 
tinguished, and crowned with more than human glory, by this 
tresh gift bestowed by Christ. © For He gave them, it says, 

* power and authority over all the devils, and to heal s1ck- 
** nesses.” Observe again, I pray, that the Incarnate Word 
of God exceeds the measure of humanity, and is radiant with 
the dignities of the Godhead. For it transcends the limits of 
human nature, to give authority over unclean spirits to whom- 
S80ever He will: as does also the enabling them to deliver from 
Sicknesses 8uch as were afflicted with them. For God, indeed, 
hestows on whom He will powers of this kind ; and on His de- 
cree alone it depends that any are able, according to His good 
pleasure, to work divine miracles, and act as ministers of the 
grace that is from above : but to impart to others the gift be- 
Stowed on them, is altogether an umpossÞbility. For the ma- 
Jesty and glory of the Supreme nature 1s found existing essen- 
tially in nothing that has being, except 1n Itself, and It only. 


"9 FN 
(Sept.) 


Hab. u.. 7. 
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Be it, therefore, angel or archangel, that any one mentions, or 
thrones and dominions, or the seraphim, which again are lugher 
in dignity, let him wisely understand this: that they indeed 
possess pre-eminent authority by the powers given them from 
above, such as language cannot describe, nor nature bestow : 
but reason altogether forbids the supposition of their unparting 
these powers to others. But Christ bestows them, as being God 
therefore, and as out of His own fulness : for He 1s Himnself 
the Lord of glory and of powers. 

The grace then bestowed upon the holy Apostles 1s worthy 
of all admiration ; but the bountifulness of the Giver surpasses 
all praise and admiration: for He gives them, as I sa1d, His own 
glory. Man receives authority over the evil spirits, and re- 
duces unto nothingness the pride that was 80 lngh exalted, and 
arrogant, even that of the devil : Ins wickedness he renders 
ineffectual, and, by the might and efficacy of the Holy Ghost, 
burning him as with fire, he makes him come forth with groans 
and weeping from those whom he had possessed. And yet in 
old time he had said: © I will hold the whole world in my 
** hand as a nest, and will take 1t as eggs that are left : and 
* there 1s no one that shall escape from me, or speak against 
* me.” He missed, then, the truth, and fell from his hope, 
proud and audacious though he was, and vaunting himself 
over the infirmity of mankind. For the Lord of powers mar- 
Shalled against him the mimnisters=* of the sacred proclamations. 
And this verily had been foretold by one of the holy prophets 
when speaking of Satan and the holy teachers : ©* That sud- 
* denly they shall arise that bite thee : and they shall awake 
* that afflict thee, and thou shalt be their prey.” For, 80 
to speak, they bit Satan by attacking his glory, and making 
I1s goods a spoil, and bringing them unto Christ by means of 


z Ministers, iepovpyovs: and again, 
a little below, it occurs in the 8ame 
Sense as one occupied with or en- 
gaged in any religious duty, © the 
ministers of the divine preaching.” 
See also Rom. xv. 16. And at the 
end of the sentence * teachers” in 
the Greek 1s pvoraywyoi, properly 
** mitiators in the mysteries,” and 
S0 applied in the Church originally 


to such as had the office of initiating 
the catechumens ; but in process of 
time 1t came simply to mean ** to 
teach :* 80 Cyril, Glaph. 1. in Ex. 
Pp. 252. even adds pvorhpor, to 
complete the 8ense; mapa Thys && 
e0vov ekK\noias deferat Xprorov 1 
TOv Iov0aiwy ovaywyn WuoTayw- 
YOUPhevy TO EM AUTA pPVTTHPLOY, 
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faith in Him: for so they attacked Satan hunself. Great there- 
fore was the power given unto the holy Apostles by the decree 
and will of Christ, the Saviour of us all. © For He gave them 
* power and authority over the unclean spirits.” 

We will, in the next place, also inquire, if 1t seem good, 
whence a grace, thus 1llustrious and famous, descended upon 
mankind. The Only-begotten Word therefore of God crowned 
human nature with this great honour by becoming flesh, and 
taking upon Hm our likeness. And thus, without in one smgle 
particular departing from the glories of His mayesty ;—for He 
wrought deeds worthy of God, even though He became, as I 
said, hke unto us, and was of flesh and blood ;—He broke the 
power of Satan by His almighty word. And by His rebuking 
the evil spirits, the inhabitants of earth became able to rebuke 
them also. 

And that what I say is true, I will endeavour to make quite 
certain. For the Saviour, as I said, was rebuking the unclean 
_ $pirits : but the Pharisees, opening their month to deride His 
glory, had the effrontery to say, © This man casteth not out Mat. xii.24, 
* devils, but by Beelzebub, prince of the devils.” But the Sa- 
viour rebuked them for s0 speaking, as men prone to mockery, 
and 11]-disposed, and utterly without understanding, thus say- 
ing; * If I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your 
* 80ns cast them out ! Therefore $hall they be your judges.” 
For the blessed disciples, who were sons of the Jews by their 
descent according to the flesh, were the terror of Satan and 
his angels: for they broke their power in the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth. And our Lord further said : © But if I by 
* the Spirit of God cast out devils, then the kingdom of God 1s 
*© come upon you.” For He, as the Only-begotten Son of the 
Father, and the Word, both was and is omnipotent, and there 
is nothing that is not easy to Him : but inasmuch as He re- 
buked evil Spirits while He was man, human nature was tri- 
umphant in Him, and crowned with godhke glory ; for it was 
capable of rebuking even the evil spirits with power. By 
Christ's casting out devils, therefore, the kingdom of God 
came unto us: for one may affirm that 1t is the perfection of 
godlike majesty to be able to beat down Satan in spite of his 
resIstance. 
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He glorified therefore His disciples by giving them authority 
and power over the evil spirits, and over sicknesses, Did He 
then thus honour them without reason, and make them 1llus- 
trious without any cogent cause! But how can this be true ! 
For it was necessary, most necessary, that having been pubhely 
appointed ministers of the sacred proclamations, they should 
be able to work miracles, and by means of what they wrought 
convince men of their being the ministers of God, and mediators 
of all beneath the heaven, inviting them all to reconcthation 
and justification by faith, and pointing out the way of salvation 
and of life that 1s thereby. For the devout and intelligent 
need generally only reasoning to make them understand the 
truth : but those who have wandered without restraint into re- 
bellion, and are not prepared to receive the sound speech of 
him who would win them for their true profit ;—such requre 
miracles, and the working of 81gns : and scarcely even 80 are 
they brought to thorough persuas1on. 

For we often find that the discourse of the holy Apostles 
prospered mn this way. For, for example, Peter and John deli- 
vered from his malady that lame man who lay at the beautiful 
gate. And upon his entering the temple, they had his aid, as 
it were, in testimony of the great deed that had been wrought, 
and spake with great boldness concerning Christ, the Saviour 
of us all; even though they saw that those whose lot 1t was to 
be rulers of the synagogue of the Jews, were till travailling 
with bitter 11|-will against Him. For they said: © Ye men of Israel, 
« why wonder ye at this, or why gaze ye at us, as though by 
* our own might or righteousness we made this man to walk ! 
© The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
* Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus, 
* Whom ye delivered up and demied in the presence of Pilate, 
* when he would have let Him go. But ye demed the Holy 
* One, and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted 
* you. And Him the Prince of Lafe ye killed; Whom God 
* raised from the dead. And of Him we are witnesses : and 
* His Name, through faith in His Name, hath made this man 
* ﬆrong whom ye see and know: and faith in Him hath given 
* him this soundness mn the presence of you all.” But although 
many of the Jews were embittered at a loftiness of speech such 
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as this, yet against their will they put, 80 to speak, a bridle 
upon their wrath, being ashamed because of the greatness of 
the miracle. 

And there 1s another point we must not omit. For having 
first invested the holy Apostles with powers thus splendid, He 
then bids them depart with speed, and commence their office 
of proclaiming His mystery to the mhabitants of the whole 
earth. For just as able generals, having equipped their bravest 
s0ldiers with weapons of war, send them against the phalanxes of 
the enemy ; $0 too does Christ, our common Saviour and Lord, 
end the holy teachers of His mysteries, clad as it were in the 
grace that He bestows, and fully equipped in spiritual armour, 
against Satan and his angels; that 80 they may be unconquer- 
able and hardy combatants. For they were about to do battle 
with those who in old time held mastery over the inhabitants 
of earth ; even against the wicked and opposing powers, who 
had divided among them all under heaven, and had made 
those their worshippers who had been created in the image of 
(z0d. These, then, the divine disciples were about to vex, by 
Summoning to the knowledge of the truth those that were in 
error, and giving light to them that were in darkness : while 
those who 1n old time worshipped them, they rendered earnest 
followers of such pursuits as become saints. 

For this reason very fitly He bade them take nothing with 
them, wishing them both to be free from all worldly care, and 
s0 entirely exempt from the labours that worldly things occa- 
$10N, as even to pay no regard to their necessary and indispen- 
sable food. But manifestly One Who bids them abstain even 
trom things 8uch as these, entirely cuts away the love of 
riches and the desire of gain. For their glory, He aid, 
and, 80 to speak, their crown, 1s to possess nothing. And He 
withdraws them even from such things as are necessary tor 
their use, by the command to carry nothing whatsoever, ne1- 
ther staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money, nor two coats. Ob- 
5erve, therefore, as I said, that He withdraws them from vain 
distractions, and anxiety about the body, and bids them have 
no cares about food, repeating to them, as 1t were, that pas- 
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** Ye are not able to serye God and Mammon.” And again ; 
« For where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also.” 

That they may lead, therefore, a consistent and s1mple lite, 
and, being free from vain and superfluous anxiety, may devote 
themselves entirely to the duty of proclaiming His mystery, 
and labour without ceasing in publisghing to men everywhere 
the tidings of salvation, He commands them to be indifferent 
both as regards clothing and food. And to the same effect the 
Saviour elsewhere spake: * For let your loins, He says, be 
* girt, and your lights burning.” But by their loins being 
girt, He means the readiness of the mind for every good work : 
and by their lights burning, that their heart be filled with d1- 
vine light. And in hke manner the law also of Moses plainly 
commands those who ate of the lamb : * Thus hall ye eat it : 
* your Joins shall be girt: and your staves in your hands : 
* and your sandals on your feet.” Observe, therefore, that 
those in whom Christ, the true Lamb, dwells, must be hke 
men girt for a journey : for they must © shoe their feet with the 
© readiness of the Gospel of peace,” as blessed Paul wrote unto 
us; and be clad as becometh waytarers. For 1t 1s not fitting 
for those charged with the divine message, if they would pros- 
per in their office, to remain stationary ; but, as 1t were, they 
must constantly be moving forward, and run, not for an uncer- 
tainty, but to win a glorious hope. For even those who once 
had fallen under the hand of the enemy, if by faith they tight 
for Christ, the Saviour of us all, will inherit an incorruptible 
CrOWN. 

But I can imagine some one saying, O Lord, Thou hast 
commanded thy ministers to carry with them no supply what- 
80ever of necessar1ies for food and raiment : whence, then, wall 
they obtain what 1s essential and indispensable for their use ! 
This too He at once points out, saying ; * Into whatsoever 
* house ye enter, there abide, and thence depart.” The fruit, 
He says, which you will obtain from those you instruct, shall 
be suthcient. For those who receive from you things spiritual, 
and gain the divine seed for their souls, shall take care of your 
bodily needs. And this no one can blame : for the wise Paul 
also 8ent word as follows : © If we have sown unto you spiritual 
* things, 18 1t a great thing if we shall reap your bodily things ! 
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« 80 the Lord also commanded, that those who preach the 
« Gogpel shall hve of the Gospel.” And that this same truth 
is signified by the command of Moses, he clearly shews, saying, 


« It is written, Thou shalt not muzzle the trampling ox.” And Deut. xxv. 


what the intention of the law 1s he again showed, saying, 
« Doth God care for oxen ! or sayeth He 1t altogether on our 
«© account, because 1t 1s fit that he who plougheth should 
« plough in hope: and he who trampleth the corn as having 
* hope to $hare in it!” For the teachers, therefore, to re- 
ceive from those taught these trifling and eazily procurable 
matters 18 1n no respect 1nJurious. 

But He commanded them both to abide in one house, and 
from 1t to take their departure. For it was right, both that 
those who had once received them should not be defrauded of 
the gift: and that the holy Apostles themselves should not 
place any impediment in the way of their own zeal and earn- 
estness 1n preaching God's message, by letting themselves be 
carried off to various houses by those whose object was, not to 
learn of them 8ome necessary lesson, but to set before them a 
luxurious table, beyond what was moderate and necessary. 

And that it 1s by no means without its reward to honour the 
Saints, we learn from our Saviour's words. For He aid unto 
them ; © Whosoever receiveth you receiveth Me, and whoso- 
* ever receiveth Me receryeth Him That sent Me.” For He 
purposely makes His own, and takes unto Himself, the honours 
paid to the saints, 1n order that on every side they may have 
Security. For what 1s there better, or what 1s comparable unto 
the honour and love due unto God ! But this is rendered by 
giving honour to the 8aints. And if he who recerveth them is right 
blessed, and of glorious hope, how must not also the converse 
be entirely and absolutely true! For he must be full of utter 
misery, who 18 indifferent to the duty of honouring the saints. 
For this reason He said, © that when ye go out from that 


*« house, shake off the very dust from your feet for their testi- 
*© mony.” 


a Mai here inserts wy in the 
Greek, which equally with the Sy- 
riac has no negative : but certainly 
without reason, as the meaning is, 


that when they took their final de- 
parture from the city, it was to be 
from the same house which they 
had first entered. 


4+ 
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And next, we must see what this s81gnifies. And 1t 1s this : 
That from those who would not receive them, nor set store by 
the charge confided to them, nor obey the sacred message, 
nor receive the faith ;—from s8uch they should refuse to re- 
celive any thing whatsoever. For 1t 1s unhkely that those who 
despise the master of the house, will shew themselves generous 
to the servants : and that those who 1mpiously disregard the 
heavenly summons, will ask a blessing of its preachers, by of- 
fering them things of no value, and such as the disciples could 
without trouble obtain from their own people. For 1t 1s written, 
* Let not the oil of the wicked anoint my head.” And besides 
they ought to feel that their love was due to those only who 
love and praise Christ ; and avoid all others of a different cha- 
racter : for 1t 1s written: © Have I not hated, O Lord, them 
* that hate Thee : and been hot exceedingly at Thy enemies ? 
* I have hated them with a perfect hatred : they have become 
© my enemies.” $0 is the love proved of earthy soldiers : for 
it 18 not posslble for them to love foreigners, while paying a 
due regard to their king's interests. We learn this too by 
what Christ says: © that he who is not with Me is against 
« Me; and he that gathereth not with Me altogether scat- 
* tereth.”? 

Whatsoever, therefore, Chris commanded his holy Apostles 
was exactly fitted for their use and benefit : by Whom and 
with Whom to God the Father be praise and dominion, with 
the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON XLVIIL. 


And the day began to decline: and the twelve drew near, C.ix.12-17. 


and 8aid unto Hum, Send the multitudes away, and let 
them go wmto the villages, and fields round about, and 
lodge, and find victuals : for we are here in a desert place. 
But He 8aid unto them, Give ye them to eat. But they 
8aid, We have no more than five loaves and two fishes : 


unless we go and buy food for all this people. But they Joav 3' 8. 


were about five thousand men. And He s8aid to His dis- 
ciples, Make them 8it down in companies of fifty each. 
And they did 80, and made them all sit doun. And when 
He had taken the five loaves and the two fighes, He looked 
up to heaven and blessed them, and brake, and gave to His 
disciples to set before the multitudes. And they did eat, 
and were all filled : and that which remained over unto 
them was taken up, even twelve baskets of fraqments. 


THE Jews, in my opinion, have not a single argument that 
can 8erve before the tribunal of God as a defence for their dis- 
obedience : for their opposition had no appearance of reason 
on its ide. And why 80? Becanse the law of Moses, by sha- 
dows and figures, led them unto the mystery of Christ. For 
the law, or rather the things 1t contained, was symbolcal, and 
in it the mystery of Christ was depicted by type and shadow 
as In a painting. And the blessed prophets also foretold long 
before that in due time there should come One to redeem all 
beneath the heaven, and further proclaimed the very place of 
His birth in the flesh, and the 8igns that He would accomplish. 
But they were $0 obdurate, and their mind s0 indiscriminately 
Set upon that alone which agreed with their prejudices, that 
they would not receive the words of instruction, nor be brought 
to obedience even by miracles s0 splendid and glorious. 

Such then was their conduct : but let us, who have acknow- 
ledged the truth of His appearing, offer Him our praises for 
His godlike works ; snch as that which the passage before us 
records. For we learn by it, that our Saviour from time to 
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time went out from Jerusalem and other cities and towns, 
followed by multitudes, some seeking deliverance from the 
tyranny of devils, or recovery from sickness ; but others de- 
Siring to receive instruction from Him, and constantly with 
great earnestness, remaining with Him, that they might be 
made fully acquainted with His sacred doctrines. When then 
the day was declining, as the Evangelist says, and evening had 
all but arrived, the disciples had care of the multitudes, and 
drew near, offering requests on their behalf. For they said, 
* Send them away, that they may go into the neighbouring 
* villages and fields, and lodge and find victuals ; for we are 
* 1n a desert place.” 

But let us carefully inquire what is the meaning of the ex- 
press10n © Send them away.” For we shall see by it both the 
admirable faith of the holy apostles, and also the supernatural 
and wonderful power of Christ the Saviour of us all, in what- 
S0ever He willeth to perform. For, as I said, 8ome of them 
followed beseeching Him to deliver them from the evil spirits 
that oppressed them, while others sought recovery from various 
maladies. Since, therefore, the disciples knew that by the 
mere assent of His will he could accomplish for those sick per- 
Sons what they wanted, they say © Send them away :” not 80 
speaking as though they were themselves at all annoyed, and 
cons1dered that the proper time had gone by ; but serzed with 
love toward the multitudes, and beginning to have a concern 
for the people, as being already intent upon their pastoral 
office : 80 that we may even take pattern by them ourselves. 
For to draw near, and make supplication on the people's be- 
half, is an act becoming to the saints, and the duty of spiritual 
fathers, and the proof of a mind that has regard not to selfish 
objects alone, but already considers as its own the interests of 
others : of which surpassing love this is a clear and very evi- 
dent instance. And if we may be permitted to carry our 
argument above the level of human things, we say, for the 
benefit of s8uch as meet with it, that when in earnest prayer 
we continue with Christ, whether asking of Him healing for 
the maladies of our souls, or deliverance from other s1cknesses, 
or desiring to obtain anything whatsoever for our advantage ; 
there 1s no doubt that when we ask in prayer any thing that 
Is good for us, there supplicate in our behalf both the intelli- 
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gent powers, and those holy men who have freedom of access noppyoa. 
unto Him. 

But observe the incomparable gentleness of Him Whom they 
supplicate. For not only does He grant all that they ask 
Him to bestow on those who followed Him, but also adds 
thereto of His own bountiful right hand ; refreshing in every 
way those that love Him, and nurturing them unto spiritual 
courage. And this we may see from what has now been read. 
For the blessed disciples besought Christ that those who were 
following Him, having had their requests granted them, might 
be sent away, and disperse as they best could. But He com- 
manded them to supply them with food. The thing, however, 
was 1mpossIble in the eyes of the disciples, tor they had brought 
nothing with them but five loaves and two fishes : and this 
they drew near and confessed to Him. To magmty, there- 
fore, the greatness of the miracle, and make 1t in every way 
evident that He is in His own nature God, He multiples that 
little many times, and looks up to heaven to ask a blessing 
from above, being intent mn this alsv upon our good. For He 
is Himself That which filleth all tlungs, being the blessing 
that cometh from above from the Father. But that we may 
learn that when we commence a meal©, and are about to break 
bread, 1t 1s our duty to offer 1t to God, placing it, 80 to speak, 
upon our stretched out hands, and calling down a blessing 
upon 1t from above, He purposely became our precedent, and 
type, and example in the matter. 

But what was the result of the miracle ! It was the satisfy- 
ing a large multitude with food : for there were as many as 
tive thousand men besides women and children, according to 
what another of the holy Evangelists has added to the narra- Mat. xiii. 
tive. Nor did the miracle end here; but there were also ** 
gathered twelve baskets of fragments. And what do we infer 
from this? A plain assurance that hospitality receives a rich 
recompense from God. The disciples offered five loaves : but 


» EvNoyia, upon which word conf. blessing upon it from above.” The 
the note in p. 71. Same hand has marked with a cross 
© In the margin there is the fol- all the passages in the first volume 
lowing note ; * Upon the duty, when of the MS. which afhrm the divinity 
we are about to approach the table, of the Son. 
of oftering the bread, and invoking a 
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after a multitude thus large had been satisfied, there was 
gathered for each one of them a basketful of fragments. Let 
nothing therefore prevent those who are willing from receiving 
strangers, whatever there may be likely to blunt the will and 
readiness of men thereunto : and let no one say, © I do not 
« possess 8nitable means ; what I can do 1s altogether trifling 
* and insufficient for many.” Receive strangers, my beloved ; 
overcome that unreadiness which wins no reward : for the 
Saviour will multiply thy little many times beyond expectation, 
and though thou givest but little, thou wilt receive much. 
* For he that soweth blessings shall also reap blessings 4,” ac- 
cording to the blessed Paul's words. 

The feeding, therefore, of the multitudes in the desert by 
Christ is worthy of all admiration ; but it is also profitable in 
another way. For we can plainly see that these new nuracles 
accord with those in old time, and that they are the acts of 
one and the same power. © He rained manna in the desert 
* upon the Israchtes; He gave them - bread from heaven ; 
* man did eat angels' food,” according to the words of praise 
in the Psalms. But lo! again in the desert He has abundantly 
Supplied those 1n need of food, bringing it down, as 1t were, 
from heaven, For His multiplying that little many times, and 
feeding, 80 to speak, with nothing 80 large a multitude, 
is not unhke that former miracle. And to address myself 
once again to the throng of the Jews, Thou wast in need of 
the natural water, when thou wast walking in that long wilder- 
ness; and God gave thee thy desire beyond thy hopes, and from 
an unlooked-for quarter. For, as the Psalmist says, © He clave 
* the rock in the desert; He gave them drink as from the 
«* yast abyss; and He brought forth water ovt of the rock, 
« and made water flow hke rivers.” Tell me then, when thou 
hadst drunk, didst thou praisxe the Worker of the miracle ! 
Didst thou raise thy tongue for thanksgiving ? or wast thou 
induced by what had happened to acknowledge the ineffable 
power of God? Not 80: for thou murmuredst against God, 
Saying, © Can God prepare a table in the wilderness ? If He 
* &mote the rock, and the waters flowed, and He made the 
* streams overflow; can He also give bread, or prepare a 


4 For the meaning of © blessings,” gee p. 109. 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 211 


* table for His people !” Thou wast not astonished at seeing 
the flint rock the source of copious rivers ; fountains is8wing 
marvyellously from stones, and streams running with rapid 
force, but imputedst weakness to Him Who is Almighty. And 
yet how was 1t not rather thy duty to perceive that He 1s the 
Lord of powers! How indeed could He be unable to prepare a 
table, Who made the flint rock a fountain and a stream, flowing 
over for that multitude ! 

But since thou hast brought thyself to 80 great folly as to 
imagine that there 1s anything 1imposs1ble with God, and with 
empty babble hast said that He cannot prepare a table for His 
people in the wilderness, answer the question we now put to 
thee : Wilt thou embrace the faith now that thou seest a table 
prepared by Christ in the wilderness, and an innumerable mul- 
titude 80 abundantly supphed with food that twelve baskets of 
remnants were collected ? or wilt thou st1ll refuse to beheve, 
and ask another sign! When, therefore, wilt thou be found 
believing ! When wilt thou cease from finding fault with the 
ineffable power of Christ? When wilt thou put a door and 
bolt, to thy tongue ? and delivering it from the language of 
blasphemy, change 1t to a better use by praising Him, s0 that 
thou also mayest be a partaker of the blessings He bestows ! 
For His mercies are revealed upon those who love Him, and 
He delivers them from all s1ckness. He supples them also 
with spiritual food, by means of which each one attains to 
manliness in every thing that is praiseworthy. But upon the 
unbeheving and contemptuous He bestows no such gifts, but 
rather brings upon them that condemnation which they titly 
deserve. For by one of His holy prophets He as it were said 


unto them, © Behold, they who serve Me shall eat, but ye shall 1s. Izv. 13. 


* suffer hunger. Behold, they who serve Me sball drink, but 
** ye $hall thirst. Behold, they who submit themselves to Me 
* hall rejoice in happiness, while ye shall lament from sorrow 
* of heart, and wail from contrition of spurit.” And again it 


is written, © The Lord killeth not the righteous s80u! with Prov. x. 3. 


* hunger, but wasteth the life of the wicked.” 

For the flocks of the believers have, as it were, a pastuPe 
full of divers plants and flowers, in the holy Scriptures, which 
are their wise guides: and filled with spiritual joy at the glo- 
rious doctrines and instructions which they contain, they fre- 
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quent the sacred courts. And this it is which long ago was 
proclaimed in the words of Isaiah : © And there shall be upon 
* every high mountain, and upon every high hill, running 
* waters upon that day.” And again ; © And the mountains 
* $hall drop sweetness : and the hills flow with milk.” For 1t 
is the custom of divine Scripture to compare to mountains and 
lalls those set over others, and whose office 1t 1s to teach, inas- 
much as they are high exalted, in respect, I mean, of their 
thoughts being occupied with elevated subjects, and withdrawn 
from things earthly : while the waters and the sweetness and 
the milk are the instructions which flow from them as from 
fountains. © There shall be then, He says, at that time from 
«every high mountain, and from every high hill, flowing 
** waters, and sweetness and milk.” And these are the spiri- 
tual consolations of holy instructors, offered to the people 
under ther charge. Of these the Jewish congregations are 
deprived, because they did not receive Christ, the Lord of the 
Inlls and mountains, the Giver of spiritual consolation, Who 
ofters Ihimself as the bread of life to those who beheve in 
Hun : for He it 1s Who came down from heaven, and gave hfe 
to the world : by Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father 
be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 
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SERMON XLLX. 


And it came to pass that as He was alone, praying, His dis- ©, ix, 18- 
ciples were with Him : and He asked them, saying, Whom © 
do the multitudes say of Me that 1 am ? And they answered 
and said, Some, indeed, John the Baptist : and others, #Xxo utv 
Elyah : and others, that 8ome prophet of those tn old time " 
has risen again. And He said unto them ; But whom do ye 
8ty that I am ? And Peter answered and 8aid, The Ohrist 
of God. And He charged and commanded them to tell 
this to no man, 8aying, The Son of man 1s about to suffer 
many things, and to be rejected of the elders, and chief 


preests, and s8cribes: and be slain, and rise again the evaoriva 


» GST. 
third day. eyep0nvas 


WELL may we call out to those who would search the B6s. 
8acred Scriptures, © Arouse ye, and awake.” For it is a thing 
imposslble to perceive the exact meaning of the mystery of 
Christ, 1f we use for this end a debauched mind, and an under- 
standing drowned, $0 to speak, in sleep. Need rather 1s there 
of a wakeful mind, and a penetrating eye ; for the subject 1s 
one difficult to comprehend in the highest degree. And this 18 
apparent now that our discourse has come to the explanation 
of the passage before, us. For what says the Evangelist ! 
* And 1t came to pass that as He was alone, praying, His dis- 
** ciples were with Him; and He asked them, saying ; Whom 
** do the multitudes say of Me that I am ?” Now the first thing 
we have to examine 1s, what it was which led our Lord Jesus 
Christ to propose to the holy apostles this question, or inquiry. 
For no word or deed of His is either at an unseasonable time 
or without a fitting reason ; but rather, He does all things 
wisely and in their season. What therefore do we ay, or 
what suitable explanation do we find for His present acts! He 
had fed in the desert a vast multitude of five thousand men : 
and how had He fed them ? With five loaves ! breaking with 
them into morsels two small fish ! And these 80 multiplied out 
of nothing, that twelve baskets of fragments even were taken 
up. The blessed disciples therefore were astonished as well as 
the multitudes, and 8aw by what had been wrought, that He 1s 
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in truth God and the Son of God. And afterwards, when they 
had withdrawn from the multitude and He was alone, He occu- 
pied Himself in prayer, in this too making Himself our ex- 
ample, or rather instructing the disciples how to discharge effi- 
cently their office as teachers. For 1t 1s, I think, the duty of 
those who are set over the people, and whose lot 1t 1s to guide 
Christ's flocks, constantly to occupy themselves with their 
necessary business, and openly practise those things with which 
God 1s well pleased: even that sainthke and virtuous conduct 
which gains great admiration, and is certain to profit the 
people under their charge. For they ought either to be 
actively engaged in those duties which are to the glory of God: 
or 8uch as in their retirement bring upon them a blessing, and 
call down upon them power from on high: of which latter, one 
and the most excellent is prayer. Knowing whiclr the divine 
Paul said, © Pray without ceasing.” 

As I said, then, the Lord and Saviour of all made Himselt 
an example to the disciples of sainthke conversation, by pray- 
ing alone, with them only in His company. But His doing $0 
might perchance trouble the disciples, and beget in them dan- 
gerous thoughts. For they saw Him praying in human 
fashion, Whom yesterday they beheld working miracles with 
godtke dignity. It would not therefore have been entirely 
without reason, had they said among themselves ; Oh, strange 
conduct! Whom must we consider Him to be? God, or man ! 
If we say man, and like one of us; like one, that 1s, of the 
holy prophets; we $ee from the ineffable miracles which He 
works, that He far transcends the limits of human nature : for 
m manifold ways He doeth wonders as God. If we say He 1s 
God, gurely to pray 1s unbefitting One Who is God by nature. 
For of whom can God ask what He wishes to receive! And of 
what can God at all be in want? To chase away therefore 
such confusing thoughts, and to calm their faith, which, 80 to 
speak, was tempest-tossed, He makes this inquiry ; not as 


though He were at all ignorant of what was commonly said of - 


Him, either by those who did not belong to the synagogue 
of the Jews, or by the Israelites themselves : His object rather 
was to rescue them from the general mode of thinking, and 
implant in them a correct faith, © Whom, therefore, He asks, 
** do the multitudes say that I am ?” 
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Thou seest the skilfulness of the question. He did not at 
once 8ay, © Whom do ye say that I am? but refers to the 
rumour of those that were without, that having rejected it, and 
shewn 1t to be unsound, He may then bring them back to the 
true opinion. Which also happened: for when the disci- 
ples had said, © Some John the Baptist, and others Elyjah, and 
« others, that some prophet of those in old time has risen up ;” 
He s8aid to them, © But ye, whom do ye say that I am?” Oh! 
how full of meaning 1s that © ye!” He separates them from all 
others, that they may also avoid their opinions, and not con- 
ceive an unworthy idea of Him, nor entertain confused and 
wavering thoughts, themselves too imagining that John had 
risen again, or one of the prophets. Ye therefore, He says, 
who have been chosen ; who by My decree have been called 
to the apostleship; who are the witnesses of My miracles; 
whom do ye say that I am? 

First before the rest Peter again springs forth, and makes 
himself the mouthpiece of the whole company, pouring forth 
the express1on of love to God, and giving utterance to a correct 
and faultless confess1on of faith in Him, saying, © The Christ of 
God.” The discple 1s unerring : a thoroughly mtelligent 
explainer of the mystery. For he does not s1mply say, that 
He is a Christ of God ; but © the Christ” rather : for there 
are many who have been called © Christ,” from having mn 
various ways been anointed of God. For some have been 
anointed as kings; and some as prophets; while others, having 
received salvation by That Christ Who is the Saviour of all, 
even we ourselves, obtain the appellation of christ, as having 
been anointed by the Holy Ghost. For 1t is said in the words 
of the Psalmist, of those in old time, that 1s, before the coming 
of our Saviour : 4 Touch not My christs, and do My prophets Ps. ev. 15. 
© no harm.” But the words of Habakkuk refer to us ; © 'Thou Hab. ii. 13. 
** hast gone forth to the salvation of Thy people : to save Thy 
* christs.” Christs therefore there are many, and they have 
80 been called from the fact [of having been anointed]: but He 
Who is God the Father's Christ is One, and One only : not as 
though we indeed are christs, and not God's christs, but be- 
longing to s0me other person : but because He and He alone 
has as His Father Him that is in heayen. Since therefore 
most wise Peter, confessing the faith correctly and without 
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error, sa1d, © The Christ of God,” it is plain, that distinguishing 
Him from those to whom the appellation generally belongs, he 
referred Him to God, as being His sole (Christ). For though 
He be by nature God, and shone forth ineffably from God the 
Father as His only begotten Word, yet He became flesh ac- 
cording to the Scripture. The blessed Peter therefore pro- 
fessed faith in Him, lending, as I before sa1d, his words to the 
whole company of the holy apostles, and acting as spokesman 
for them all, as being more accurate than the rest. 

And this too we ought to observe : that in Matthew's ac- 
count we find that the blessed disciple sa1d, © Thou art the 
« Christ, the Son of the living God :” but the wise Luke, sum- 
ming up $0 to speak the purport, agrees with him in the 
thoughts, but usmg fewer words, tells us that he said, © The 
* Christ of God.” Moreover no mention is here made of that 
which the Saviour spake to him : but mn Matthew again we 
tind that He said to Him plainly : © Blessed art thou, Simeon, 
* 80n of Jonah : for flesh and blood hath not revealed it to 
* thee, but My Father in heaven.” The disciple therefore 
was verily taught of God ; nor did he make this profession of 
faith for us of his own thoughts merely, but because the 
divine light shone upon his understanding, and the Father led 
tim to a correct knowledge of the mystery of Christ. What 
therefore do those mistaken innovators® say to this, who un- 
warrantably pervert the great and adorable mystery of the 
incarnation of the Only Begotten, and fall from the right way, 
walking in the path of crookedness! For the wise Peter ac- 
knowledged one Christ : while they sever that One into two, 
in opposition to the doctrines of truth. *© But yes, he replies, 
* the disciple acknowiedged one Christ; and 80 do we als0 
* affirm that there is one Christ, by Whom we mean the Son, 
*even the Word that is from God the Father?.” To this then 


e 'The Nestorians. appellation, Christ, to the divine 


f 'These words contain the s8up- 
posed defence of . Nestorius, con- 
fining the appellation ** Christ *? to 
the divine Person, the Word, and 
denying it to the human person, the 
* Son of man,” or © Son of David." 
But they require s0me modification : 
for Nestorius did not confine the 


Person, but said that it was a title 
common to both. So m his letter 
to Cynl, Harduin's Cone. I. 1275, 
having quoted the words of the 
Creed, © We believe in Jesus Christ, 
* our Lord, His only-begotten Son,” 
he says, © Observe, I pray, how, 
* having laid down as foundations 
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what do we reply ! Is 1t not plain then, we say, to eyery one, 
that Christ asks the holy apostles, not, Whom do men say that 
the Word of God 1s! but, who © the Son of man is?” and that 


* the terms Lord, Jesus, Christ, 
« Only-begotten, and Son, as com- 
* mon both to the Godhead and the 
* manhood, they proceed to build 
* upon them the tradition of the In- 
* carnation, and the Passion, and 
* the Resurrection.*” And so0n af- 
terwards commenting upon Phil. 
11.5, he says, © St. Paul being about 
* to 8peak of the Passion, that no 
* one may imagine God the Word 
© to be capable of suffering, uses the 
* term Christ, as 81gnificative of the 
* Substance incapable of suffering 
* and of that capable of suffering in 
* a 8ingle person.*” So again he 
does not object to the title of Xpco- 
ror6xos being applied to the Virgin; 
ov þ&ove ThHs Þwvns TH XpLoTOTOKM 
Tapbevo : Quat. xxi. p. 1412. What 
he demied was that there was any 
8uch union of the two natures in 
our Lord as for the Virgin to be 
correctly called Oeordxos, or for 1t 
to be orthodox to aiftirm the di- 
vinity of our Lord cons1dered as the 
Son of man. Thus in Quat. xv1, 
P. I415, he s8ays, © Because God 
* was present in that which was as- 


* 81med, viz., human nature, that 


*which was as8umed, as being 
* joined with That Which as8umed 
* it, is als0 called God, because of 
* the As8umer.” *Emedymep ev To 
AnÞO&evr. Oeos, ek TOY Aaſfovros 0 
AnGbeis, os TE NaBovrt ovvatbels, 
ovyXpnuaricgee Oeds, But in this 
very quaternion he says that Christ 
8 a title applicable to either nature : 
* The appellation Christ, like that of 
* Son, and Lord, as ued in the 
* Scriptures of the Only-Begotten, 
* expresses the two natures, 81gni- 
* fying at one time the Godhead, at 
* another the manhood, and at an- 
* other both together.” Nevertheless 


he affirmed that these titles were 
used differently of the two natures : 
for while they belonged to the divi- 
nity absolutely, they belonged to 
the manhood only kara ovvdeeay, 
by conjunction : for the two natures 
were not united but coupled, each 
energizing Separately and apart. 
And this ovvdqea was the very 
keystone of his doctrine, 80 that he 
well said in Quat. xv. aovyyvrov Thy 
Tov Qvoewy Thp@Epey ovvdqeay. 
In CyriPs answer to his letter pre- 
Served in Harduin I. 1286, we have 
a most temperate and exact state- 
ment of the doctrine sanctioned by 
the council of Ephesus, and con- 
firmed 8ubsequently at Chalcedon ; 
* Confessing that the Word was 
* gubstantially united—nvooda not 
* ovvhÞ0a—to the flesh, we worship 
* one Son and Lord Jesus Christ, 
* not putting them apart and dis- 
* tinguishing between man and God, 
* nor regarding them as joined to 
* one another by oneness of dignity 
* and command : nor again giving 
* the name of Christ in one special 
* 8ense to the Word of God, and in 
* another special sense to the 8eed 
* of the woman: but acknowledging 
* one Christ only, even the Word of 
* God the Father, with the flesh 
* which He made His own.” "This 
last quotation shews with what 
modification we are to take the less 
exact statement in the text; in an- 
s8wering which, however, S. Cyril 
refutes, not the confining the title, 
Christ, to the divinity, but the 
Separation of the natures, shewing 
that Peter acknowledged Him 
Whom he saw present before him 
as © the Son of God the Father, the 
*« Word That sprang forth from His 
« gnbstance.” 


Pp t 


ks 
ona 42 RI warth—o ty att 
oy FHP A INE CS % 


eas 


SN 
& a oe 


n Co ten I 
% 

_—_— 

Ns a 


Seay,» - ” my 
_ w- 25 & CEE: 


- 7 p NA th 4 *. FO Sb EI "24 a be, A a PE DERIIS FI Sh it et NG. SN 3d. ge. Jo. a Rs 
£ y - +» - , « Fa 4; 2 5 
: _ NE Se Me - < Y $i” ot ; 45he- > hd EL POT NS RE WET CONISTON a 
. " p . y IE - WP" 2 > IR as CIS Ce rim ol 4 ee et A : EY / £ 
H . —— b 2 , : OF. oe Cara ITS 20d xii . : , : 
_ : "IV 8 4 hs : B Wes Þ \ 4 ; n gil n= pH et ” 
"St . " - PEO >, 7 * ———  — — — hl . : ped i wu » ” % es od CG 
na ſyrn rue 4b; gs. A. ATA os TERS 4 - _ _ b - bat DT em oy ad b 8 ge a BEEIRY IR , 7 
L #y : *. ? * Fs wet we mn WOOL Say pH DT, 4 F EF > » 
<1 9 tn nes gy ne IGR., ou 27 On ARID WC Pigs” - 4 a = OY OTE OE ee Oo RD ITS O08 FH” 4 bs - Je he's OI ed hack p og, Se L 4 
ei 8 x a nn a > _ S F: wt erkae o I Ty bs. RY = 7% p . WW . - ” —_ , KO”, Wit thnl; >" 1 Gb 250 FOR ow 1 7 M 
oY y y —— 5 I hae ee - a b '» Page Sw © G pts Pe - > 2, NR * £ Xo Phy - $ c, 
= * - aig xs yu <o , bf A n by Ee : MEETS To EDI ern an. "og . 1 | - © xy tons Sm, n . 3 fo x 6 {Ir NI OR es: 
4 aſks 4 7 p hos 6 #198 «9-1 TIP nx t 0 oF 6 we MEL N E < $a... y Wor = bY _ hs rnda if Vos tpn ger *” 
4 - 7 EINE + PL od REY LEH Ki - + Fs Ob Pe PETIT CORY , in rene wy 
abs Ker f TD Po gg 7 (Ns : ra eat 66 w m_ 
% OE a 0 . aces Fre 
7 Eg { pies wha . 
_ ten w—_ 
of $-a- bg =_ 


rh = 4 $ ” ren bo < 
DOI Te” " FOR GS ws Mp bran ae roles 15 Rs ag 
CO I a an 6 MSCs hop nr HEE gh . 


lik "© = 
4 C _ 
SE SIS 


—————— | 


F.® 


—_— 


Fn lg rn RA " yn A : ey Oe 
Nw + Soak da Feta. - os - En ER opras Beds = -- A008 a ego 
ers 2 Ve _ _ 


£ 


__ $a eo 
Cs <> 6 0095p. 


bf SR WEE a AS ox Av" 5 ORE $22 bt ; 
; DP Hens” 05 "4 SOS SOS ae, as L 
4 . - as Hes donde tos CI 6 Mit HIER ON; HOT © 0 poof” * 
Ce Ee ooo oe RS Pe AN ea I <x-).cnm 4 
$f —>_ 4 7 Py x Jy hk Er B . - . _ " ba if C6 oe WF ſn - 
» aÞeb _ $ G _ 54 _ boy fre." enact _ 
& 


2 00 ek ee , 
—— TC 
Mortar} *"Y N 


II nr" ptr non wn ore 
* ucts int 


. CN LE 
Chonkeal 5- WAIT 


Guts. ban Pa Re 


td er EROS: 2” vt. 


Mat. xvi. 
18, 


218 COMMENTARY UPON 


it was of Him that Peter confessed, that He is © the Christ of 
* God?” Let them also explain this to us : How 1s Peter's con- 
fession worthy of admiration, if it contain nothing profound 
and hidden, and, s0 to speak, not apparent to the generality ! 
For what verily did God the Father reveal to him? That the 
Son of man 1s a man ? Is this the God-taught mystery ! Is it 
for this that he is admired, and deemed worthy of suwch sur- 
passing honours! For thus he was addressed, © Blessed art 
** thou, Simeon, s0n of Jonah.” 

The reason, however, for which he was thus admired 18 a 
very just one ; for it was because he believed that He Whom 
he saw as one of us, that is, in our hkeness, was the Son of 
God the Father, the Word, namely, That sprang forth from 
His substance, and became flesh, and was made man. See 
here, I pray, the profundity of the thoughts, the 1mport- 
ance of the contess1on, the high and weighty mystery. For 
He Who was there in the hkeness of mankind, and as a por- 
tion of creation, was God, Who transcends all created things ! 
He Who dwells in the high and lofty place was abased from 
His glory to be in poverty like unto us! And He Who, as 
God, 1s Lord of all, and King of all, was in the likeness of a 
slave, and in the measure of a slave! This is the faith the 
Saviour crowns; to those thus minded He extends His bounti- 
ful right hand. For when He had praised Peter, and said 
that he was taught of God, as one who had obtained the reve- 
lation from above, from God the Father, He makes him more 
assured and more abundantly confirmed in the faith he had 
protessed concerning Him, by saying : © And I say unto thee, 
« that thou art a stone ; and upon this stone I will build My 
* church: and I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of 
« heaven. Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
© n heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
« loosed in heaven.” 

For observe how He makes Himself at once the Lord of 
heaven and of earth. For He promises things that exceed our 
nature, and surpass the measure of humanity ; yea, rather, 
even that of the angelic rank : and are suitable for that nature 
only to bestow, Whose glory and sovereignty transcend all. 
For, first He says that the church belongs to Him ; the sacred 
Scriptures nevertheless distinctly ascribe it rather to God. 
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and to Him only, saying that 1t is © the church of God.” s 
For they say that © Christ presented it to Himself, having 
* neither spot nor stain, but holy rather, and blameless.” 
As being God therefore He says that it 1s His, and promises 
moreover to tound it, granting it to be unshaken, as being 
Himselt the Lord of powers. 

And next He says that He gives him the keys of heaven. 
Who 1s it then that thus pours forth language appropriate to 
God ! Is it an angel? or some other intelligent power, whether 
principality, or throne, or domimion ? or those holy seraphs ! 
Not at all : but, as I said before, such language belongs to 
Almighty God alone, Whose 1s the sovereignty of earth and 
heaven. Let not, then, these innovators divide the one Christ, 
S0 as to 8ay that one Son 1s the Word of God the Father, 
and that He Who is of the seed of David 1s another Son. 
F'or Peter made mention of one Christ ; even the Only-be- 
gotten Who became man and was made flesh : and for this con- 
tess10n was counted worthy of these extraordinary honours. 

When, however, the disciple had professed his faith, Ie 
charged them, 1t says, and commanded them to tell 1t to no 
man : © for the Son of man,” He samid, © 1s about to sufter 
* many things, and be rejected, and killed, and the third day 
* He shall rise again.” And yet how was 1t not rather the 
duty of disciples to proclaim Him everywhere! For this was 
the very business of those appointed by Hun to the apostle- 
Ship. But as the sacred Scripture saith, * There 1s a time for 
* everything.” There were things yet unfultilled which must 
also be included in their preaching of Him : 8uch as were the 
ceross ; the passion ; the death in the flesh ; the resurrection 
trom the dead ; that great and truly glorious sign by which 
testmony is borne Him that the Emanuel is truly God, 
and by nature the Son of God the Father. For that He 
utterly abolished death, and effaced destruction, and spoiled 
hell, and overthrew the tyranny of the enemy, and took away 
the 8m of the world, and opened the gates above to the 
dwellers upon earth, and united earth to heaven : these things 
proved Him to be, as I said, in truth God. He commanded 


& :he Copyist has here appar- that the Scriptures also ascribe the 
ently omitted a line to the effect church to Christ. 
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them, therefore, to guard the mystery by a seasonable Hence 
until the whole plan of the dispensation should arrive at a 
s8wmtable conclusion. For then, when He arose from the dead, 
He gave commandment that the mystery should be revealed 
to all the inhabitants of the earth, setting before every man 
justification by faith, and the cleansing efficacy of holy baptism. 
For He said, © All power 1s given unto Me in heaven and in 
* earth : Go ye, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
« in? the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
« Ghost, and teaching them to observe all those things which 
«TI have commanded you. And lo! I am with you always, 
* even unto the end of the world.” For Chnist is with us 
and in us by the Holy Ghost, and dwells in the souls of us all : 
by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be praise and 


dominion and honour with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


i As the Syriac has but one pre- either be * into” the Name, or *im”” 
position with which to express the Name. 
both eis and ev, the translation may 


uk 
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Fit TO BE READ AT A TIME OF PERSECUTION. | 
And He 8aid to them all, Whosoever will come after Me, let C.ix.23-26. | 
; , it 
him deny humself, and take up his eross every day, and IN 


come after Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it, and whosoever will lose his life for My s8ake shall save it. 
For what is @ man profited, who hath gained the whole world, 


but hath lost himself, or fallen short? For whosoever shall is | 


be ashamed of Me, and of My words, of him $8hall the Son om. x6yous 
of man. be ashamed when He 8hall come in His glory, and ** 
in His Father's, and of His holy angels. 


a MIGHTY generals encourage their trained warriors to 
deeds of courage, not only by promising them the honours 


of victory, but even by telling them that the very fact of ly Hy 
suffering brings them glory, and gains for them all praise. For i LF 
it 18 unposstble for those who would win fame in battle not 80me- 1 (YT 
times to have to endure wounds also from their opponents. But \} RR 
their suffering is not without its reward, for they are praised as hi '% 
those who bravely assaulted the enemy ; and the very wound Wl il 
bears witness to the courage and valour of their mind. And Blk. ib 
much the same arguments we see our Lord Jesus Christ also ir: (WY 
using mn a discourse, the occasion of which was as follows ; He ae 
had just shewn the disciples that it was altogether necessary | jallt 
tor Him to endure the wicked enterprizes of the Jews, and be Ws 
mocked by them, and spit upon in the face, and put to death, j [of bi 
and the third day rise again. To prevent them, therefore, (MY 
from imagining that He indeed for the life of the world would 6/1010 
sutfer the scorn of those murderers, and the other cruelties Kit ir i 
which they inflicted upon Him ; but that they would be per- 7 | 
mitted to live quietly, and might without blame avoid the suffer- ; A 
ing readily for their piety's sake, and the endurance even of death 1 x | | 
6+ | HHT2E 

* A few passages occur in the ever, an instance to the contrary, ; | It | 
Aurea Catena, ascribed to S. Cyril, the purport of it being very cor- $0446 
not contained in the Greek, and rectly given; as also another pas- HA 
$nch are generally also not recog- 8age which occurs towards the A: I 
niged by the Syriac. The com- end. Sitt: 

mencement of this homily is, how- $i} 
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itself in the flesh, should it so befal, and by s0 doing would meur 
no disgrace, He of necessity, s0 to speak, testifies that those 
who would be thought worthy of the glory He bestows, must 
attain to 1t by proportionate acts of bravery, saying, © He that 
* will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
©« cross every day, and come after Me.” 

Here, too, we must wonder at the love of Christ, the Saviour 
of us all towards the world ; for He not only consented Humselt 
to suffer and bear $0 great ignominy, humbling Himself even 
to the cross and death for our sakes, but also rouses His chosen 
followers to the same excellent desire : even those who were to 
be the instructors of men every where, and hold the post of 
commanders-in-chief over the people committed to their care. 
For those who were appointed to 80 great a ministry must 1n 
very deed be thoroughly brave and vahant, armed with an 
unshaken mind and invincible courage, s0 as to dread no dithi- 
culties, and even it death betal, to deride its terrors, and set at 
nought every fear. He who thus acts denies himself, since, 80 
to speak, he reigns this temporal hfe, and deems its concerns 
worthy of no regard, inasmuch as his choice 1s to sutfer for the 
blessedness and love that is in Christ. So does a man follow 
Christ. For the company of the holy Apostles 1s, as 1t were, 
et before us by the Psalmist's harp, as crying out unto Christ 
the Saviour of all : © For Thy sake we are killed every day ; we 
* have been counted as sheep for the slaughter.” For in this 
also they are like unto the Emmanue], © Who for the joy that 
*« He had, endured the cross, having despised the shame.” 

He would have those, therefore, who were to be the teachers 
of all beneath the sun super)or to timidity and the base love of 
the world, laying it down as their duty to sutfer for love of 
Him. And He has Himself taught us what 1s the character 
of those of His apostles who love Him, where he said to 
the blessed Peter, © Simeon, son of Jonah, lovest thou Me ! 
*« Feed My lambs; feed My $heep.” © He was the good 
« Shepherd ; He laid down His life for the sheep.” For He 
was not a hirelng ; rather, those that were s8aved were His 
own : He saw the wolf coming ; He made no attempt to flee : 
He despised not the flock ; but, on the contrary, yielded Him- 
Self to be torn by it, that He might deliver and save us : 


Is, liii. 5. ** For by His bruses we have been healed,” © and He was 
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« afflicted for our sins.* Those, therefore, who would follow 


Him, and earnestly desire to be hike Him, and are set over 
His intelligent flocks, must undergo s1mnular labours. For 
numerous s8avage beasts encircle them, violent, and implacable, 
and that slay cruelly, and hurry souls to the pit of destruction. 
For the more learned and skilftul of the heathen possess great 
eloquence, and adorn their false doctrine with beautiful lan- 
guage : and thus they pervert some s1mple-minded men, 
making them often wish to share their malady, and depart 
from the God Who 1s over all, to worship others in His stead 
which are no gods. These heaped upon the holy Apostles 
unendurable persecutions, and exposed them again and again 
to dangers. For the blesxed Paul commemorates the things 
he had been seen to suffer at Iconium and Lystra, and at 
Ephesus and Damascus, For at one time he savs, © In Da- 
© mascus the chief captain of Aretas the king watched the city 
« of the Damascenes wishing to seize me, and from awindow they 
*« let me down from the wall in a basket, and I was delivered from 
* his hands.” And again at another time, © Alexander the snnth 
© caused me much evil.” What then is the testimony of this 
mighty Evangelist, this courageous and valiant champion, who 


everywhere despised the utmost dangers ? © For to me,” he Phil. i. 21. 


Says, © that I ive 1s Christ ; and that I die 1s gain.” And again, 
«I am crucihed with Christ ; but henceforth I no more hve, 
* but Christ Iiveth in me: and that which 1 live here i the 
** flesh, I hve by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me, and 
** yielded up Himselt tor my sake.” 

But the violence of the Jews broke forth frequently against 
the other apostles also : they persecuted them ; they sum- 
moned them before thew synagogues; they scourged them 
wickedly, commanding them to keep silence, and desist from 


their sacred preachings : for they said, © Did we not strictly Acts v. 28. 


** command you not to speak to any man in this Name!—even the 
** Name of Christ, the Saviour of us all ;—and behold ! ye have 
* filled Jerusalem with your doctrine.” But after the disciples 
had borne their violent accusation for the firm love they had to 
Christ, they went out © rejoicing that they were counted 
** worthy to suffer shame for the Name.” But had they been 
tinud, and abject, and frightened at words, and overpowered 
by the terrors of death, how would they have been proved ! or 
how have offered as fruits to God those who were called by their 


2 Tim. 11. 
IT. 


2 Cor. x1. 
32, 


2 Tim. iv. 
I4. 


Gal. 11, 20. 


AED; AD tt 9 hy PIERS ——— : - : ——_ eo"; Te WES a A DCA agg rar ti Doan TA aa us. FI. 5 ea + 
F "nn RL... ON din ed en oa Is A, A - , | Spe GFA - ; iy ot nat Sr rs nn i eaLg wean - a Bag otfeas PEE Who! wel eh by 
T ki L * 4 y b CE. deat ae tee £ : & 4 * On INES n# hl CY ts a+ $f a8 da Þ yy 
p. RO 0 : Fi ; y . EL: 4 Fr 
: RE rd ALESS ELM : by $ Pp 
© pr=n96 4H _ ad tt 
_ 


X oy —_ _ , 9s We $a Ah of Zr ee £5, Re 
ee Re Ss CO T8 I Op 
$929 = } gre Bae ”—._ % R d 


Acts xx1. 
"3 6 


Prov. Xx. 2. 
1 Cor.v11.31, 
Wixd. v. 9. 


Prov. x. 2 ; 
 - WF 


224 COMMENTARY UPON 


means ! For, also, the wise Paul whom no difficulty whatsoever 
conld overpower, when on his way to Jerusalem the prophet 
Agabus loosed his girdle, and bound his own feet, and said, 
« $0 8hall the Jews at Jerusalem bind that man to whom this 
* girdle belongs,” answered and said, © What do ye, that ye 
* weep and break my heart! for I am ready not only to be 
© hound, but also to die for the Name of our Lord Jesus 
* Christ.” Excellently, therefore, did He command them 
mantully to prevail over every persecution, and boldly to 
undergo trials, as being well assured that if thus they will be 
zealous in His cause, they will become His friends, and share 
His glory. If, therefore, a man be ready to endure and 
despise the terrors of death, has he lost himself and departed, 
and 1s there nothing more 1n store for him? By no means : for 
in that he loses his life, he especially finds it ; while to find 1t 1s 
to bring upon himself destruction. What fear, therefore, can the 
saints now feel, if that which seemed to be hard proves rather 
joyous to them that bear it ; while that which 1s dear to men, as 
being exempt from pain, leads them especially downwards to 
destruction and the snare of hell, according to the Scripture. 

But Þ that 1t 18 incomparably better, far above the splendour 
and pleasure of the world, to excel in the love of Christ, He 
Shews us by saying, © For what is a man profited who hath 
* gained the whole world, but hath Jost himself, or fallen 
*$hort!” For when a man looks chiefly to that which is 
pleasant and profitable for the moment, and therefore ayoids 
Suffering, and desires to live joyously, even though he have 
wealth and abundance of possess1ons, yet what profit hath he 
therefrom when he has Ilost himself ! © Treasures profit not 
«the wicked,” but © the fashion of this world passeth away :” 
and © hke clouds those pleasures recede,” and riches flies away 
from those that possess it : © but righteousncss delivereth from 
* death.” 

And further, to set plainly before us the reward of our 


b Aquinas (Ed. Ven. 1775, vol. v. 
134), has © Quod autem incompara- 
* biliter exercitium pacis Christi s1- 
* peret delicias et pretiosa mund, 
* insinuat subdens ; Quid proficit 
* &c.” Tt is imposslble to conjec- 
ture what can have been the read- 
ing of the translator in the Library 


of the Fathers, who renders it, 
* But that incomparable exercise 
* of the passion of Christ, which 
*« gurpasses the delights and precious 
* things of the world, is alluded to 
* when He adds, * What is a man 
* © advantaged,* *? &c, 
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being willing to labour, He says : © For whosoever $hall be 
*«* asghamed at Me and at My words, at Him shall the Son of 
* man be ashamed when He shall come in His glory, and of 
* His Father, and of His holy angels.” Much that is both 
useful and necessary does He effect by these words. For in 
the first place He shews that entirely and altogether 1t follows 
that those who are ashamed © at Him and at His words will 
meet with the reward they merit. And what could s0 give us 
joy as this! For if there are some in whose presence the 
Judge feels shame, as owing them the reward of obedience, 
and the dignities and crown due to their love and aftection for 
Him, and the honours won by their bravery, how may we not 
without fear of contradiction say that they most certainly wall 
henceforth live 1n never-ending honours and praises who have 
attained to s8uch splendid blessings !? 

But, next, He also begets in them fear as well, in that he says 
that He shall descend from heaven, not in His former lowliness 
and humihation, hke unto us, but in the glory of His Father ; 
even in godhke and transcendent glory, with the holy angels 
keeping guard around Him. Most miserable, therefore, and 
ruinous would it be to be condemned of cowardice and indo- 
lence when the Judge has descended from above, and the 
angehc ranks stand at His sde. But great and most blessed, 
and a foretaste of final blessedness is 1t to be able to rejoice mn 
labours already accomplished, and await the recompense of 
past toils. For such as these shall be praised, Christ Himself 


Saying unto them : © Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit Mat. xxv. 
*the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the v4 


* world.” May we also be deemed worthy of these rewards 
by the grace and lovingkindness of Christ the Saviour of us 
all : by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be praise 
and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 


© In this argument S. Cyril takes © schameth Me and My wordis, 
the being ashamed in a good sense, © mannes Sone shall schame him,” 
as *feeling reverence at.” Similarly &c. And the sense in which he 
it 1s understood by the Vulgate : uses shame we may see in his ver- 
Qui enim erubuerit Me, et Meos sion of Luke xvii. 2 : © There was 
Sermones, hunc Filius hominis eru- © a juge in a citee, that drede not 
hescet. This Wiclif renders, *Whoso * God, neither schamede of men.” 
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SERMON LL. 


C. ix. 27- But 1 say unto you truly, there are some of those standing 


here who shall not taste of death, until they have seen the 
kingdom of God. And there were after these things about 
eight days, and He took Peter, and John, and James, and 
went up to the mountain to pray. And white He was 
praying, the look of His countenance was altered, and Hts 
raument was white, shining like lightning : and behold ! two 
men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah : who 
having appeared mm glory, spake of His departure, that He 
was about to accompltsh at Jerusalem. But Peter and 
they that were with him were heavy with sleep: but having 
roused themselves, they both saw His glory, and the two 
men that stood with Hum. And it came to pass, that when 
they were 8eparating from Hum, Peter 8aid unto Jesus, 
Master, it 18 good for us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles, one for Thee : and one for Moses : and one 


for Elyah : not knowing what he said. White he spake 


these things, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them ; 
and they feared as they entered the cloud. And there was 
a voice from the cloud, saying, This ts My beloved Son, 
hear Hum. And when there was the voice, Jesus was found 
alone; and they kept silence, and told no man in those 
days ought of the things they had seen. 


THOSE who are skilful in the combat rejoice when the 


Spectators clap their hands, and are roused to a glorious height 
of courage by the hope of the chaplets of victory: and 80 those 
whose dere 1t is to be counted worthy of the divine gifts, and 
who thirst to be made partakers of the hope prepared for the 
Saints, joyfully undergo combats for piety's sake towards 
Christ, and lead elect lives, not setting store by a thankless 
indolence, nor indulging in a mean timidity, but rather man- 
fully resisting every temptation, and setting at nought the vio- 
lence of persecutions, while they count 1t gain to suffer in His 
behalf. For they remember that the blessed Paul thus writes, 
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*« glory that 18 about to be revealed in us.” 


Observe, therefore, how perfectly beautiful 1s the method oikovoyia. 


which our Lord Jesus Christ uses here also for the benefit and 
edification of the holy Apostles. For He had said unto them, 
*+* Whosoever will come aiter Me, let him deny himself and 
«* take up his cross every day, and follow Me. For he that 
« will 8ave his life shall lose it; and he that will lose his life 
*«* for My sake hall find it.” The commandment 1s indeed 
both for the salvation and honour of the saints, and the cause 
of the lighest glory, and the means of perfect joy : for the 
choosing to suffer for the sake of Christ 1s not a thankless 
duty, but on the contrary makes us sharers in everlasting life, 
and the glory that is prepared. But as the disciples had not 
yet obtained power from on high, it probably occasionally hap- 
pened, that they also fell into human weaknesses, and when 
thinking over with themselves any such saying as this, may 
have asked © how does a man deny himself!” or how having 
lost himself does he find himself again ? And what reward will 
compensate those who thus suffer ! Or of what gifts will they 
be made partakers! To rescue them therefore from such timid 
thoughts, and, 80 to speak, to mould them unto manliness, by 
begetting in them a desire of the glory about to be bestowed 
upon them, He says, © I say unto you, there are some of those 
* standing here, who shall not taste of death until they have 
* 8een the kingdom of God.” Does He mean that the meagure 
of their lives will be 80 greatly prolonged as even to reach to that 
time when He will descend from heaven at the consummation 
of the world, to bestow upon the saints the kingdom prepared 
for them? Even this was posslble for Him : for He 1s omnipo- 
tent : and there is nothing imposstble or difficult to His all- 
powerful will. But by the kingdom of God He means the 
sIght of the glory in which He will appear at His manitestation 
to the inhabitants of earth : for He will come 1n the glory of God 
the Father, and not in low estate like unto us. How therefore 
dd He make those who had received the promise spectators 
of a thing 80 wonderful ? He goes up into the mountain taking 
with Him three chosen disciples : and is transformed to s0 $ur- 
passing and godlike a brightness, that His garments even glit- 
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*« The sutfferings of this present time are not worthy of the Rom. viii. 


8, 
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tered with rays of fire, and seemed to flash like lightning. And 
besides, Moses and Elyah stood at Jesus* s1de, and spake with 
one another of His departure, which He was about, it says, to 
accomplish at Jerusalem : by which is meant the mystery of 
the dispensation in the flesh ; and of His precious suffering 
upon the cross. For 1t 1s also true that the law of Moses, and 
the word of the holy prophets, foreshewed the mystery of 
Christ : the one by types and shadows, painting it, 80 to speak, 
as In a picture ; while the rest in manifold ways declared before- 
hand, both that m due time He would appear in our hkeness, 
and for the salvation and life of us all, consent to sufter death 
upon the tree. The standing, therefore, of Moses and Elyah 
before Him, and their talking with one another, was a sort of 
representation, excellently displaying our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
having the law and the prophets for His body guard, as being 
the Lord of the law and the prophets, and as foreshewn in 
them by those things which in mutual agreement they before 
proclaimed. For the words of the prophets are not at variance 
with the teachings of the law. And this I imagine was what 
Moses the most priestly and Eljah the most distinguished of 
the prophets were talking of with one another. 

But the blessed disciples sleep awhile, as Christ continued 
long in prayer :—for He performed these human duties as be- 
longing to the dispensation :—and afterwards on awaking they 
became spectators of changes thus splendid and glorious : 
and the divine Peter, thinking perchance, that the time of the 
kingdom of God was even now come, proposes dwellings 
on the mountain, and says that it is fitting there should be 
three tabernacles, one for Christ, and the others for the other 
two, Moses and Elyah : © but he knew not,” it says, © what he 
* was 8aying.” For it was not the time of the consgummation 
of the world, nor for the saints to take possession of the hope 
promised to them ; for as Paul says, © He will change our 
* humble body into the likeness of His, —that is, Christ's—glo- 
** tous body.” As therefore the dispensation was still at its 


commencement, and not yet fulfilled, how would it have been 
fitting for Christ to have abandoned His love to the world, 
and have departed from His purpose of suffering in its behalf! 
For He redeemed all under heaven, by both undergoing death 
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in the flesh, and by abolishing 1t by the resurrection from the 0 6 
dead. Peter therefore knew not what he sa1dÞ. ll 

But besides the wonderful and ineffable s1ght of Christ's 
glory, something else was done, useful and necessary for the 
confirmation of their faith in Him : and not for the discples 
only, but even for us too. For a voice was given forth from 1007 We 
the cloud above, as from God the Father, saying : © This HH nl 
« is My beloved Son, hear Him. And when there was the 564 pa 
« yoice,” 1t says, © Jesus was found alone.” What then will he 
who 1s disputatious and disobedient, and whose heart 1s ieur- 
able, say to these things! Lo! Moses 1s there, and does the 
Father command the holy apostles to hear him ? Had 1t been 
His will that they should follow the commandments of Moses, 
He would have said, I suppose, Obey Moses ; keep the law. 1319 Hg 
But this was not what God the Father here said, but in the nh | \\ 
presence of Moses and the prophets, He commands them rather 11) ha 
to hear Him. And that the truth might not be subverted by 


any, affirming that the Father rather bade them hear Moges, | j 11 
and not Christ the Saviour of us all, the Evangelist has li! |S 


clearly marked it, saying, © When there was the voice, Jesus 
* was found alone.” When therefore God the Father, from 
the cloud overhead, commanded the holy apostles, saying, 
« Hear Him,” Moses was far away, and Elijah too was no 
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longer nigh ; but Christ was there alone. Him therefore He '\ 11 
commanded them to obey. 14: [WY 

For He also is the end of the law and the prophets : for F Hi 
which reason He cried aloud to the multitudes of the Jews : \ L08 


** If ye had believed Moxes, ye would have beheved Me also : John v. 46. 
** for he wrote of Mev.” But as they persevered even unto the 
end in despising the commandment given by most wise Moses, 
and in rejecting the wczd of the holy prophets, they have justly 
been alienated and expelled from those blessings that were 


n Mai adds a passage from B, 
giving a completely distinct reason 
for the transfiguration, namely, that 
it was to teach the disciples that at 
the resurrection the body is not 
** put off, but a sort of light-like 
** glory envelopes it.” 

0 Again Mai ascribes a passage 
trom B and F to Cyril, remarking 


upon the terror with which the 
dhisc1ples fell to the ground on hear- 
ing the Father's voice, that it proves 
the necessity of Christ's mediator- 
$hip in human form, inasmuch as 
the glory of God would otherwise 
have been unendurable to mankind. 
The passage following the quota- 
tion from St, John he omits. 
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promised to their fathers. For © obedience 1s better than 
« gacrifices, and to hearken than the fat of rams,” as the 
Scripture saith. And thus much then of the Jews: but upon us 
who have acknowledged the revelation, all these blessings have 
necessarily been bestowed, by means of and as the gift of the 
Same Christ : by Whom and with Whom, to God the Father 
be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


THE GOSPEL OF S$ST. LUKE. 


SERMON LIL. 


But it came to pass, the day after, as they came down from C. ix, 37- 
the mountain, a great erowd met Him. And, behold, a +5: 
man erted out from the crowd, saying, Teacher, I beseech 

Thee to regard my Son, for he 18 my only one. And lo, a eniBxcyov 
ppirit taketh him, and he 8uddenly erieth out, and it con- gig 
vulseth and teareth him, and he foameth ; and having GST. 
brutsed him s8earcely departeth from him. And TI besought + vom 
Thy disciples to cast him out, and they could not. And BGTs. 
Jesus answered, and 8aid: O faithless and perverse ge- 
neratuon, how long shall I be with you, and 8uffer you 7 

Bring thy son hither. And when he was yet coming, the 

demt threw him down. and convulsed him. But Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and gave 

ham to his father. And all wondered at the mayesty of 

God. 


ALL Scripture 1s inspired of God and profitable : but espe- 
cially above all bexides this 1s the case with the holy Gospels. 
For He Who in old time spake the law to the Israclites by the 
ministry of angels, has in person spoken unto us, when having 
taken our hkeness, He appeared upon earth, and went about 
among men. 
* time God spake to the fathers by the prophets in manifold 
*« parts, and manifold manners, He hath m these latter days 
« 8poken unto us by the Son.” And by one of His holy pro- 
phets, He somewhere Himself saith, © I Who speak am near as Is. lii. 6. 
* the brightness upon the mountains, as the feet of him that 
* proclaimeth tidings of peace; as one that proclaimeth good 
* things.” For lo! He frees us from the tyranny of the 
enemy, that we may in purity follow Him ; and that having 


brought to nought © the world rulers of this darkness,”” even Eph. vi. 12. 


wicked spirits, He may present vs unharmed unto God the 
Father. 

For that it is by Him that we have gained dehverance from 
the power of unclean spirits, this lesson proves. For we heard 
read that a man ran towards Him from among the multitude, 
and related the intolerable malady of his son. For he said 


For most wise Paul writes : © That while in old Heb. i. 1. 
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that he was cruelly torn by an evil spirit, and suffered violent 
convulsions. But the manner of his approach was not free 
from fault: for he made loud outcries against the company of 
the holy apostles, saying that they could not rebuke Satan : 
whereas it would have been more fitting, had he honoured 
Jesus when asking His aid, and imploring grace. For He 
grants us our request when we honour and confide in Him, as 
being the Almighty, Whose power nothing can withstand. For 
He verily is the Lord of powers?, and nothing can offer re- 
zistance to His will. Yea rather, everything whatsoever that 
is capable of possessing power obtains entirely from Him the 
possIbility of being what it is. For just as He sheds His hght 
upon those who are capable of being illuminated, as being 
Himself the true light ; and just as in like manner He 1s the 
bestower of wisdom upon those who are capable thereof, as 
being Himself Wisdom, and perfect understanding : 80, inas- 
much as He is Power, He bestows power on those capable of 
receiving it. When then by our disbelief we despise Fs glory, 
and wickedly scorn His supreme majesty, we can receive no- 
thing from Him : for © we must ask in faith, nothing wavering,” 
as His disciple 8a1d. 

And that this saying 1s true, we may perceive even from 
what takes place among us. For such as present petitions to 
those who preside over affairs upon earth, and govern mighty 
thrones, preface their requests with suwitable praises, and con- 
fess their universal power and majesty ; addressing the memo- 
rial they present, * To the Lords of earth, and sea, and of 


P This title of Deity, which is of 
very frequent occurrence in S. Cy- 
nl's works, 18 the Greek translation 
of © Jehovah Sabaoth,” the Lord of 
Hosts, Ps. xxiv. 10; and this again 
the Latins render, © Dominus vir- 
* tutum.” By © powers” the Sy- 
rians understood an order of the 
angelic hierarchy, inferior only to 
the Cherubs and Seraphs. Among 
the MSS. obtained by the late Dr. 
Mill from the Syriac Christians of 
Malabar, I have found two lists of 
ecclesiastical and angehc dignities, 
in which they are ranked as follows : 
1. Players on musical instruments. 


2. Singers. 3. Doorkeepers. 4. Read- 
ers. 5. Subdeacons. 6. Deacons. 7. 
Priests. 8. Visitors. 9. Chorepi- 
8COP1. 10. Bishops. 11. Metropoh- 
tans. 12. Patriarchs. 13. Angels. 
14. Archangels. 15. Principalities. 
16, Domimions. 17. Thrones, 18. 
Lordships. 19. Powers. 20. Che- 
rubs. 21. Seraphs. By visitors, 
though the title 1s taken from the 
Peschito version of 1 Pet. ii. 25, I 
imagine the repcoGevrat of the Greek 
Canons to be meant ; and the Chor- 
episcop1, or Village-bishops, had no 
power to ordain any one above a 
subdeacon. 
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'* every People and race among mankind :” and afterwards l | | 
they add an account of what they would ask. The father [1] 
therefore of the demoniac was rude and uncourteous: for he i WH 
did not swmply ask the healing of the child, and in s0 doing i } 1 
crown the healer with praises, but, on the contrary, spake 14 
contemptuously of the disciples, and found fault with the l. [ 
grace given them. * For I brought him, he says, to Thy | HAY 
* disciples, and they could not cast it out.” And yet it was | 
owing to thy own want of faith that the grace availed not. | 
Dost thou not perceive that thou wast thyself the cause that the wy jp | 
child was not delivered from his severe 1lIness ? | 4 
For that we must have faith when we draw near to Christ, 113 al 
and whosoever have obtained from Him the grace of healing, wh 
He teaches us Himself, by everywhere requiring faith of those (| YT 
who approach Him, desiring to be counted worthy of any of 111 
His gifts. For, for instance, Lazarus died at Bethany, and 1 
Christ promised to raise him. When then one of his s1isters 11 
doubted of this, and had no expectation that the miracle would þ {| 1 
take place, Christ sa1d, © I am the resurrection and the life. John xi.25. if \F 
*« He that beheveth in Me, even though he die, shall hve.” | fy 
And we find elsewhere a smilar occurrence. For Jairus, a jt 1/0 
ruler of the synagogue of the Jews, when his only daughter ll | [ 
was now breathing her last, being caught, s0 to speak, in the 15 HY 
meshes of death, besought Jesus to deliver the damsel from 11; {8-8 
what had happened : and Christ accordingly promised $0 to do :: HY 
upon arriving at the house of the supplicant. But as He was 4: 10 
on His way, a man met Him from the relatives of the ruler of | FA 
the synagogue, saying, © Thy daughter is dead: trouble not Luke viii. FRAY 
** the Teacher.” And what was Christ's reply ? © Fear not : 49: : with! 
* only believe, and $he hall hve.” | With! 
It was the duty therefore of the father of the lad rather to * 1! 
lay the blame upon his own unbehef, than upon the holy Y [| 4 
apostles. For this reason Christ justly called out, © O taithless q | ; | | 
* and peryerse generation : how long shall I be with you, and [ ill 
*« 8nffer you ?” He justly therefore calls both the man himself, [ i F 
and those like him in mind a faithless generation. For 1t 1s a - IM 
wretched malady, and whosoever 1s seized by 1t 1s, as He ST 
Shews, perverse, and utterly without knowledge to walk up- 09 | x 
rightly. And therefore the sacred Scriptures say of such I. Ul! 
persons, © that their ways are crooked, and their paths per- Prov. ii. 15. £1} "i 
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« yerse.” From this malady the divine David fled: and in 
order that he may also benefit us, he reveals the set purpose 
of his mind thereupon, saying, *A crooked heart hath not 
* cleaved unto me:” that is, one that cannot walk in an up- 
right course. To such the blessed Baptist, as the forerunner of 
the Saviour, cried, saying, © Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
« make His paths straight.” 

The man therefore was thoroughly an unbeliever, and per- 
verse, refusing the straight paths, straying from the mark, and 
wandering from the right ways4. And Christ deigns not to 
be with such as are thus minded, and have fallen into this 
wickedness : and if one may speak in the manner of men, He 
is tired and weary of them. And this He teaches us saying, 
* How long shall I be with you, and suffer you?” For he 
who says, that those were powerless for the expulsion of evil 
Spirits, who by Christ's will had received power to cast them 
out, finds fault with the grace 1tself, rather than with the 
receivers of it, It was wicked blasphemy therefore : for if 
grace be powerless, the fault and blame 1s not theirs who have 
received it, but rather belongs to the grace itself. For any 
who will may see that the grace which wrought in them was 
Clrist's. For, for instance, the lame man at the beautiful gate 
of the temple was made whole ; but Peter ascribed the miracle 
to Christ, saying to the Jews, © For Him Whom ye crucified, 
* even by Him this man stands before you whole : and the 
*« grace which He bestows hath given him this soundness.” 
Elsewhere the same blessed Peter proclaimed to one of those 
who were healed by Him, © Aineas, .Jesus Christ healeth thee.” 
[t is plain therefore in every way that the man wickedly 
found fault with Christ's power 1n saying of the holy apostles, 
* they could not cast 1t out.” 

And besides, Christ is angry-when wrong 1s done unto the 
holy preachers who have been entrusted with the word of His 
(x08pel, and appointed to teach it to all under heaven, inasmuch 
as witness 18 borne them by His grace, that they are His 


1 Aqumas translates correctly, 
Nescientes procedere rectis incess1- 
bus: for though incessus is pro- 
perly the act of walking, yet as early 
as Tacitus it began to he used for a 


path. The translator of the Aurea 
Catena nevertheless renders it, © not 
** knowing how to continue in the 
* right beginnings,” 
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disciples, and they shed the light of the truce knowledge of God 
on those who everywhere were convinced by their doctrines, 
and the wonderful miracles they wrought. For the miracle 
constantly, 80 to speak, leads on to faith. It would have been 
deserved therefore, had the father of the demoniac gone away 
disappointed, and been refused the bounteous gift. But that 
no man might imagine that Christ also was unable to work the 
miracle, He rebuked the unclean spirit, and forthwith dehi- 
vered the youth from his malady, and gave him to his father. 
For up to this time he had not been Jus father's, but the pro- 
perty of the spirit that possessed him : but being now deli- 
vered from his violence, he became once again his father's 
property, as Christ's gift : Who also gave the holy apostles 
authority to work divine miracles, and rebuke with irresistible 
might impure spirits, and crush Satan. 

And the multitudes, the blessed Evangelist says, wondered 
at the majesty of God. When Christ then works miracles, it 
is God Who 1s glorified, and God only and solely. For He 1s 
by nature God, and His majesty 1s incomparable, and His 
Supremacy without a rival, resplendent with the sovereignty of 
God the Father. He 1s therefore to be extolled with praises, 
and let us say unto him, © O Lord God of powers, Who 1s hike Ps. lxxxix. 
* unto Thee? Powerful art Thou, O Lord, and Thy truth is ©: 
* round about Thee.” For all things are possible to Him, and 
easy to accomplish, aud nothing whatsoever 1s too difficult or 
high : by Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praise 
and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LIIL 


And while every one wondered at all things which He did, 
He s8aid unto His disciples, Lay ye these words to your 
ears : For the Son of man is about to be delivered up into 
the hands of men. But they knew not this 8aying, and it 
was hid from them that they should not understand tit : and 
they feared to ask Him of thts 8aying. 


PROFOUND mn very deed 1s the mystery of godliness, 
according to the expression of the wise Paul: but God the 
Father reveals 1t to such as are worthy of receiving 1t. For 
the Saviour Himselt also, when speaking to the Jews, said, 


Johnvi. 43. © Murmur not among yourselves: no man can come unto Me, 


Mat. xv1. 
16. 


© unless the Father Who sent Me draw him.” When then the 
blessed Peter had been counted worthy of a grace thus glorious 
and wonderful, being in the neighbourhood of Cesarea Phi- 
lippi, he made a correct and faultless confess1on of faith in him, 
Saying, © Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
And what was the reward of which he was thought worthy ? 
It was to hear Christ say, © Blessed art thon, Simeon, son of 
* Jonah : for flesh and blood hath not revealed 1t to thee, but 
« My Father m heaven.” And he further received surpassing 
honours : for he was entrusted by Him with the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and the confession of his faith was made 
the firm foundation for the Church. * For thou,” He says, © art 
* a stone: and upon this stone I will build My Church: and 
« the gates of hell shall not overpower it.” 

That those therefore who were to teach the whole world 
might know exactly His mystery, He usefully and necessarily 
explains 1t clearly to them beforehand, saying, © Lay ye 
* these words to your hearts”; for the Son of man is about 
* to be dehvered into the hands of men.” The reason then 
which led Christ 80 to speak 1s, I think, a subject both useful 


r In the text S. Cyril has the right possibly through inadvertence, as 
reading *© ears,” but both here and no MS. contains this reading, though 
afterwards he changes it to © hearts,” the more obvious expression. 
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and necessary for our consideration. He had then led up into 
the mountain Peter, and James, and John, and been trans- 
figured before them, and His countenance shone as the sun : 
and He shewed them the glory, with which in due time He 
will arise upon the world. For He will come, not in humihation 
such as ours; nor in the meanness of man's estate, but in the 
majesty and splendour of the Godhead, and in transcendent glory. 
And again, when He came down from the mountain, He delivered 
a man from a wicked and violent spirit. Yet was He certainly 
about to bear for our sakes His saving pass1on ; and endure the 
wickedness of the Jews; and, as the minister of His mysteries 
8ays, © by the grace of God to taste death for every man.” 
But when this came to pass, there is nothing unhkely in sup- 
posing that the disciples would be troubled; and in their 
Secret thoughts perhaps even say, How 1s One s0 glorious ; 
Who raised the dead by His godhike power; Who rebuked 
the seas and the winds; Who by a word crushed Satan : 
how 1s He now se1zed as a prisoner, and caught in the snares of 
these murderers! Were we then mistaken in thinking that He 
is God ! Have we fallen from the true opinion regarding Him ! 
For that those who knew not the mystery, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ would endure the cross and death, would find therein an 
occasion of stumbling, 1s easy to perceive, even from what the 
blessed Peter said to Him. For though he had not as yet been 
witness of His passion, but only had heard beforehand that it 


would befal Him, he interrupted Him, saying, * That be far Mat. xvi. 


* from Thee, Lord : this shall not be unto Thee.” 

In order, therefore, that they might know what certainly 
would happen, He bade them, s0 to speak, store up the mystery 
in their mind. © For lay ye it,” He says, © to your hearts.” 
In which words, the © ye” distinguishes them from all others. 
For He wished indeed that they should themselves know what 
would happen, but not that they should communicate 1t to 
others. For 1t was not right for the unlearned to be taught 
sImply His future passion, but far better, to convince them 
at the same time of His having risen divinely from the grave, 
and abolished death, and 80 avoid the danger of their being 
offended. When therefore the time comes, He says, that I 
must sutter, ask not, How 1t 18 that One so glorious, Who per- 


Heb. ii. 9g. 
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formed all these Signs, has fallen like one of us unawares into 
the hands of His enemies: but, on the contrary, be assured, 
when reflecting upon the dispensation, that I am not led by 
human compulsion, but go willngly thereunto. For what 1s 
there to hinder one Who knows beforehand and clearly pro- 
claims what is to happen, to refuse to suffer, if He 80 will ? 
But I submit to suffer, in order that I may redeem all beneath 
the heavens. For this He plainly teaches us elsewhere, saying, 
« No man taketh My life from Me, but I lay it down of My 
* own will, I have power to lay it down: and I have power 
« to take it again.” 

* But they, it says, knew not this saying ; and it was hid 
* from them, that they might not perceive 1t.” Now naturally 
any one may justly wonder, when meditating with himself, 
how 1t was that the disciples knew not the mystery of Christ. 
For though they belonged to the companies of the Jews, yet 
they were neither slothful nor contemptuous, but on the con- 
trary most earnest and diligent. For though reckoned as 
handicraftsmen, whose trade was fisghing in the lake, yet, as I 
sa1d, they had been soberly educated, and were far from 1gno- 
rant of the Mosaic Scriptures : for for this very reason Christ 
had chosen them. How then were they ignorant of the mys- 
tery of Christ, when it had been shadowed forth for them 1n 
various places by the law, and beautifully foreshewn in its types 
as 1n a painting! For, to shew my meaning by an example, 
they were not able to flee away from the bondage of Egypt, 
nor escape from the hand that oppressed them, until they had 
Sacrificed. a lamb according to the law of Moses; and when 
they had eaten its flesh, they anointed the lintels with its 
blood; and 80 put the destroyer to shame. But it was not 
the mere sacrifice of a sheep that made them superior to 
death and the destroyer. Types travail with the truth ; and 
this act of theirs was, as I said, a foreshewing, by means of 
what was done in shadows, of the saving efficacy of the death 
of Christ, and of the abolition of destruction by His blood : 
Who also further drives away our cruel tyrant, Satan, and 
delivers from the mastery of impure spiwrits those whom they 
had enslaved, and who, like the Israelites made to serve 1n 
bricklaying, had become the victuns of earthly cares, and pol- 
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luted fleshly lusts, and the unprofitable distractions of this 


world. 


The mystery of the passion may be seen also im another 


instance. 


For according to the Mosaic law two goats were Lev. xvi. 8. 


offered, diftering in nothing from one another, but alike in sze 
and appearance. Of these, one was called & the lord :? and the 
other, the © sent-away.””5 And when the lot had been cast for 


s This translation of Lev. xvi. 8. 
was apparently adopted by S. Cyril 
to escape from an objection brought 
against the passage by Julian, as 
proving the existence of a Deus 
Averruncus, © an evil-averting de- 
* mon.” For the text is rightly 
translated by the Sept. «\1poy eva 
T® KUPpi®, Kal K\npoy Eva TO aTOTOp- 
Tai®: © one lot for the Lord, and 
* the other lot for the scapegoat,” 
as the A. V. renders 1t. But as 
aroropratos IN classical Greek 81g- 
nifies a © demon who averts evil,” 
Julian inferred from 1t the ex1stence 
of these inferior powers, unto one 
of which he supposed the second 
goat was offered : and therefore 
Cyril, not being acquainted with 
Hebrew, gives it another meaning, 
of which the Greek may possthly 
admit : namely, that two lots were 
written for the goats, inscr1bed with 
these two names, conf. Lib. ix. 
contra Jul. vi. 3or. EK. So again in 
his Epistle to Aeacius, V. pt. 1. 
224. arguing against a faction, who 
had adopted the same opinions, he 
says, © He commanded therefore 
* two goats to be offered, and two 
*« lots to be written for them, 80 as 
* for the one goat to be called Lord, 
* and the other goat anoropratos. 
© 'These therefore were the names 
** of the goats.” In modern times, 
Bochart, Suicer, and Gesenius, all 
adopt Julian's view, that amorop- 
Tatos 18 equivalent to amorporatos, 
though it draws but slight confir- 
mation from Josephnus, who says, 


indeed, that the goat was an aro- 
TpoTuaTpos, an averting of evil, but 
evidently 1s referring to v. 21. where 
Aaron is commanded to lay the sins 
of the people upon the goat's head. 
That Cyril had never heard of this 


meaning of arorTopratos 18 plain ; * 


for he calls it &y0pa Tots pey iepots 
VGPOLS OUK EYV@OTPevoy, EvTPi3es Oe 
ws Eauro, 1.e. to Julian : and no- 
thing could be more unsafe than to 
interpret the language of the Sept. 
by classical Greek usage. 'That the 
Jews of the second century under- 
stood 1t in a passlve sense 18 plain 
from Aquila, who renders it amoXe- 
Avpevos, and Symmachus who gives 
dmepyopevos : while the Greek fa- 
thers always treat 1t as equal to 
daroreumouevos, and the Latins as 
Emissarins, 1. e. the goat sent away. 
Besides, it 1s quite imposstble to 
guUppose that either the Sept., or 
Aquila and the other Greek trans- 
lators of the O.T., meant their ren- 
derings as an equivalent of the He- 
brew 5181»5, any more than our 
own translators their word ** scape- 
goat :** for there is not the most 
distant connection between the He- 
brew and any of these significa- 
tions. 'They are mere snbstitutions 
of the general sense of the passage 
for a word confessedly untranslat- 
able; for Jonathan, Onkelos, the 
Samaritan, and most other versions, 
retain the original word, as does 
also the A. V. in the margin: or 
perhaps, they may have s8upposed 
it to he explained by Nw, as it 
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that which was called * lord,” it was sacriticed: while the other 
was sent away from the sacrifice : and therefore had the name 
of the © sent-away.” And Who was signified by this?! The 
Word, though He was God, was in our hkeness, and took the 
form of us s1nners, as far as the nature of the flesh was con- 
cerned. The goat, then, male or female, was sacrificed for sins. 
But the death was our desert, inasmuch as by sin we had fallen 
under the divine curse. But when the Saviour of all Himself, 
s0 to 8peak, undertook the charge, He transferred to Himself 
what was our due, and laid down His life, that we might be 
8ent away from death and destruction. 

The mystery, therefore, was revealed to the Jews, by what 
was $hadowed in the law, had they only been acquainted 
with the sacred Scriptures. But, as the blessed Paul wrote, 
* Blindness in part hath happened unto Israel ;”” and © even 
* to this day, when Moses 1s read, the veil 1s laid upon their 
* heart : nor 18 it unveiled, because in Christ it 1s done away.” 
They then boast indeed of the law, but its purpose 1s entirely 
hidden from them ; for 1t leads us to the mystery of Christ. 
But that they were without understanding our Saviour shews, 
8aying; © Search the Scriptures: for m them ye think ye 
« have eternal life : and they 1t 1s that testify of Me. And ye 
« desire not to come unto Me, that ye may have life.” For 
the divinely-mspired Scriptures conduct him who has under- 
standing to an accurate knowledge of the doctrines of the 


occurs in vv. 10. 21.22. As regards 
the meaning of 51819, Azazel, 


Lev. assures us are Sammael, Aza- 
zel, Azael, and Machazeel : others, 


80mMme cons1der it to be the name of a 
mountain ; Bochart, © the wastes :” 
others, one of the four chiefs of the 
devils, whose names Menachem on 


that 1t is Satan's heutenant, 80 
called in the hymn against Mar- 
cion cited by Epiphanius from 
Irenzus :— 


a oor yopnyet oos marhp Earav act 
Oo, ayyenkns Ovvdpews AGaGn\ Toe, 


Upon the whole, I think Ewald's 
opmion, Krit. Gr. p. 243, is the 
most defens1ble, that Azazel means 
* total separation or removal ;** for 
Gesenius* objection, that Moses 
would not have used 80 hard a 
word when simpler expres810ns 


were at hand, has little force, since 
possibly Moses may have preserved 
in this rite some patriarchal observ- 
ance : and nothing is 80 retentive of 
ancient words,—as well as also of 
customs and ideas,—as the ritual 
of a nation, 
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truth : but they do not at all benefit the unwise, the ignorant, 
and the careless. Not because they cannot do 80, but because 
the infirmity of their mind renders them incapable of receiving 
the light which the Seriptures give. For just as the light of 
the solar radiance 1s useless to those deprived of sight ; not 
as though 1t cannot shine, but because their eyes are inca- 
pable of admitting and receiving it; 80 the holy Scriptures, 
though inspired by God, profit nothing the unlearned and 
foolish. 


Our duty, therefore, 1s to draw near unto God, and say ; 


« Open mine eyes : and I shall perceive the wondrous things Ps. exix.18. 


* of Thy law.” So He will reveal Christ to us: by Whom 
and with Whom to God the Father be praise and dominion 
with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen, 
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SERMON LITYV. 


And there entered a thought among them, which of them 
is the greatest. And Jesus, knowing the thought of their 
heart, took a child, and s8et him by Him, and 8a1d unto 
them, Whosoever 8haltl receive this child in My name, re- 
ceiveth Me : and whosoever receiveth Me, recerveth Him 
Who s8ent Me. For he that is least among you all, shatl be 
the chief. 


YE who are zealous after spiritual skilfulness, and thirst for 
the communication of the sacred doctrines, recelve once again 
the things ye love. And 1t 1s no earthly teacher Who leads 
you to the gainful booty, nor one hke unto us Whom ye obtain 
as your guide, but the Word of God, Who came down from 
above, even from heaven, and 1s the truc light of heaven and 
earth, For the whole rational creation 1s illuminated by His 
means, inasmuch as He 1s the giver of all wisdom and under- 
standing. From Him we receive all knowledge of virtue, and 
the perfect ability to perform good works such as become 
saints. For, as Scripture saith, © we are taught of God.” And 
the passage just laid before us bears witness also to what 1 
have said. © For there entered,” it says, © a thought among 
© them:”—that 1s, among the holy Apostles,—© which of them 
« 18 chief.” 

And now let him who thinks that Jesus was a mere man 
learn that he 1s 1n error, and far gone from the truth. For let 
him know, that though God the Word became flesh, yet that 
it was not possible for Him to cease to be that which He was, 
and that He continued to be God. For to be able to search 
the hearts and reins, and know their secrets, 1s the atiribute 
of the supreme God alone, and bes1des Him of no other being 
whatsoever. But behold, Christ searcheth the thoughts of the 
holy Apostles, and fixeth the eye of Godhead upon their lid- 
den fechngs. Therefore He too is God, as being adorned with 
honours thus glorious and divine. 


THE GOSPEL OF $T. LUKE. 243 


But let us just now investigate this question, whether all the 
blessed disciples in common were seized with this malady ? 
whether this thought entered all at once! But 1t 1s, in my 
opimon, altogether incredible to snuppose that all of them at 
the same moment became the common prey of one malady : 
but when, as I imagine, it happened to one, the wise Evyan- 
gelist, that he might not be found framing an accusation 
against an individual among his fellow disciples, expresses 
himself indefinitely, saying, © There entered a thought among 
* them, who of them 1s chief,” By this, however, we are per. 
mitted to 8ee how very wily Satan 1s in doing evil. For most 
versatile and full of contrivance is this snake for mischief, 
plotting in a diversity of ways against those whose love 1s fixed 
upon an honourable life, and who earnestly seek after more 
excellent virtues : and it by fleshly pleasures he can prevail 
over any one's mind, he savagely makes the assault, and 
sharpens the goad of voluptuousness, and by the very audacity 
of his attacks, humbles to base lusts even a well-confirmed 
mind. But if any one be manly, and escape from these snares, 
he then uses other artifices, contriving baits to tempt him 
unto mental maladies. For he sows some seed or other dis- 
pleasing to God: and in those in whom there 1s something 
noble, and the praise of an excellent life, he excites the pas- 
$10n of yainglory, exciting them by httle and little to an 
abominable hanghtiness. For just as those who in warhke 
guise are equipped to do battle with invaders, use many 
contrivances against them ; either drawing bows, which dis- 
charge arrows, or hurling stones from slings, or manfully 
charging them with drawn swords : s0 also Satan uses every 
artifice in carrying on war against the saints by means of 
manifold ns. 

The passion, therefore, and Jlust of vainglory attacked some 
one of the holy Apostles ; for the mere disputing who of them 
is the chief, is the mark of an ambitious person, eager to 
Stand at the head of the rest. But He slept not Who knoweth 
how to deliver, even Christ ; He saw umn the disciple's mind this 
thought, springing up, in the words of Scripture, hke some Heb.xii.15, 
bitter plant : He saw the tare, the work of the wicked sower : 
and before it grew up high ; before it struck its root down 
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deep ; before 1t grew strong, and took possess1on of the heart ; 
He, s0 to speak, tears up the evil by the very root. He 8aw 
the barbarian's arrow that had found entrance : and before 
it prevailed, and pierced through the mind, He contrives a 
medicine. For when passions aye but beginning in us, and, 80 
to speak, as yet in their infancy, and not full grown, nor firmly 
rooted, they are easily overcome. But when they have in- 
creased, and grown strong, they are hard to put off, and bear 
themselves with no little audacity. For this reason one of the 
wise 841d: * It the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave 
« not thy place: for yielding heals many sins.” 

In what way, then, does the Physician of souls amputate the 
passion ef yainglory ? How does He deliver the beloved dis- 
ceiple from being the prey of the enemy, and from a thing 
hateful to God and man ? *© He took a child, it says, and set 
© it by Him;” and made the event a means of benefiting both 
the holy Apostles themselves, and us their snccessors : for this 
malady as a general rule preys upon all those who are in any 
respect, super1or to other men. 

But of what did He make the child He had taken a type 
and representation ? Of an innocent and unambitious life, For 
the mind of a child is void of fraud, and his heart smcere ; his 
thoughts are s1mple ; he covets not rank, and knows not what 
is meant by one man being higher mn station than another : he 
has even no unwillingness to be regarded as the least, nor ets 
himselt above any other person whatsoever : and though he be 
of good family by birth, he does not quarrel about dignity 
even with a slave: nor though he have rich parents, is he 
aware of any difference between himself and poor children. 
On the contrary, he hkes being with them, and talks and 
laughs with them without distinction. In his mind and heart 
there 1s great frankness arising from s1mphicity and innocence. 
For even the Saviour once said to the holy Apostles, or rather 
to all those who love Him : & Verily I say unto you, that unless 
* ye be converted, and become like these children, ye cannot 
* enter the kingdom of God.” And at another time again, 
when the women were bringing to Him their infants, and the 
dhisciples prevented them, He said, © Suffer the little children, 
* and forbid them not, to come unto Me ; for of snch as they is 
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*« the kingdom of heaven.” And again the most wise Paul de- 
sIres that those who beheve in Christ should be © grown men 1 Cor. xiv. 
* in understanding, but in malice babes.” And another of the mw 
holy Apostles said : © As babes just born, love the rational and 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
* pure milk, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation, 1t 80 be 
« ye have tasted that the Lord 1s kind.” 
As I said then, Christ brought forward the child as a pattern 
of 81mplicity and innocence, * and set him also by Him ;” shew- 
ing by him, as in a figure, that He accepts and loves those who 
are 8wch, and deems them worthy, so to speak, of standing 
at His «ide, as being like-minded with Him, and anx1ous to 
tread in His steps. For He said, © Learn of Me: for I am Mat. xi. 29. 
* meek, and lowly in heart.” And if He Who transcends all, 
and 1s crowned with snch surpassing glories, 1s lowly in heart, 
how mnst 1t not bring upon such as we are, yea, even upon 
our very selvyes, the blame of utter madness, * if we do not bear 
ourselves humbly towards the poor, and learn what our nature 
is, but love to yaunt ourselves ambitiously above our mea- 
Sure |! 
And He further says: © He that recciveth this child in My 
© name receiveth Me : and he that receiveth Me receiveth 
«© Hun that sent Me.” Since, therefore, the reward of those 
that honour the saints 1s one and the same, whether he who 18 
honoured be, if 1t 80 chance, of modest rank, or of exalted sta- 
tion and dignity ;—for he recerveth Christ, and by Him and m 
Him the Father ;—how was it not utterly foolish for them to 
quarrel among themselvyes, and aim at pre-eminence, and be 
unwilling to be thought inferior to others, when they were to 
be accepted on equal terms ! 


But He makes the purport of this declaration cyen still more 


t S. Cyril apparently must have {:z0 z AS NauSCa, = DRY : An Cr- 


used m the original some such 
word as Bpovrnyors, Or Kepauvorts, 
which the translator has literally 
rendered (\ca>+S< 3; and this 
term he explains in the margin as 
Signifying © madness ; as 1t were 
** the headache, (Oz, produced 


** by thunder,” Castellus explains 


ror for pPA- : and this he ren- 


ders cephalea, © an intense pain in 
the head,” (Plin. xx. 13. 51.) : but 
as yTY S$ignifies the temple, (conf. 
Buxtorf's Rab. Lex.), I have no 


doubt that its exact meaning 1s, 
(C bn 0 »7 
a pain 1n the temples, 
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plain by saying : © For he that 1s least among you all, the same 
«18 chief,” And how 1s he the chief, who is regarded as the 
least ? Is the comparison in point of virtue? But how can this 
be? The foremost place 1s not assigned to him who 1s chief in 
virtue above him who 1s otherwise. In what way, then, 1s he 
chief who 1s least? Probably, then, He calls him least whom 
lowly things please, and who, from modesty, does not think 
highly of himself. Such a one pleases Christ : for 1t is written, 
* that every one that exalteth himself shall be abased : and he 
*« that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” And Christ Him- 
Self so0mewhere says, * Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their's 
«1s the kingdom of heaven.” The ornament, therefore, of a 
Soul that 1s sanctified is a poor and humble mind: but the wish 
to think highly of oneself, and to be at strife with the brethren 
for the sake of honour and dignity, and foohshly to quarrel 
with them, 1s in like manner a disgrace. Such conduct sepa- 
rates friends, and makes even those perhaps great enemies 
whose dispoxitions are s1nlar. It overpowers the law of na- 
ture, and subverts that innate affection which we owe our bre- 
thren. It divides lovers, and sometimes makes even those ene- 
mies of one another, who are umted by being born from one 
womb. It fights against and resists the blessings of peace. 
Miserable 1s it, and a malady invented by the wickedness of the 
devil. For what 1s there more delusive than vainglory ? Like 
smoke it 1s dispersed ; hke a cloud 1t passeth away, and ike 
the vision of a dream changeth into nothingness. It scarcely 
equalleth the herbage in endurance, and withereth hke grass. 
For it is written, that * all flesh is grass, and all the glory of 
*« man as the flower of grass.” It 1s a weakness, therefore, de- 
spised even among us, and numbered among the greatest evils. 
For who does not reckon a vainglorious man, inflated with 
empty airs, an annoyance ! Who does not regard with con- 
tempt, and give the name of © boaster,” to one who refuses to 
be on an equality with others, and thrusts himself forward as 
if claiming to be accounted their superior ! Let, then, the 
malady of vaingloriousness be far from those who love Chrt : 
and let us rather cons1der our companions as better than we 
are, and be anxious to adorn ourselves with that humility of 
mind, which 1s well-pleasing to God. For being thus smple- 
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minded, as becometh saints, * we shall be with Christ, Who 
honoureth smpheity : by Whom and with Whom, to God the 


Father, be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever 
and ever, Amen. 


u 'The MS. reads, © as becometh cular, I imagine that the'translator 
* the rich;” but as the argument mistook 6otos for mNovotors, and 
is not addressed to them in parti- have translated accordingly. 
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C.1x. 49,50. SERMON LV. 


EMmLOTATA 


AddkaneR, And John answered and said : Teacher, we 8aw one casting 
Ba? 0 out devils in Thy Name, and we forbade him because he 
_—_ P ovou. followeth not with us. But Jesus 8aid unto him : Forbid 
exwhboauey Mum not: for he is not against you. For whosoever 18 not 
Wn against you, 18 On your part. 


EKWAVOuEvY 


B. | 
—_— BS. PAUL requires us to © prove every thing,” and says, © Be 
Kat ELTEV > 

GTs. * wise money-changers.” But an exact and scrupulous know- 
_ OG ledge of each particular matter we can obtain from no other 


Way 8. Source than from divinely-inspired Scripture. For David mn 
= mr the Psalms, addressing as it were Christ, the Saviour of all, 
BGST. declares; © Thy law is a lamp to my feet, and a hight unto my 
— * paths.” And Solomon also writes, that * the commandment 
Zong * of the law is a lamp and a hight.” For just as this sensible 
Ps. exixz light that is in the world, by falling on our bodily eyes, dispels 
Ws the darkness ; 80 also the law of God, when admitted into the 
mind and heart of man, illuminates it thoroughly, and does not 
Suffer 1t to fall against the stumblingblocks of 1gnorance, nor 

be caught in the wickednesses of sin. 

And this I say from admiration of the skilfulness here also 
displayed m the lessons from the Gospel just set before us, and 
the purport of which ye doubtless wish to be taught, seeing ye 
have ass8embled here from love of the sacred doctrines, and 
with eagerness have formed the present meeting. What there- 
fore do the wise disciples say, or what do they wish to learn 
from Him Who endoweth them with all wisdom, and revealeth 
to them the understanding of every good work! © Teacher, 
* we 8aw one casting out devils in Thy name, and we forbade 
* him.” Has the sting of envy troubled the holy disciples ! 
Do they grudge those highly favoured! Have even they ad- 
mitted within them a passion 80 abominable and hateful to 
God! © We saw one, they say, casting out devils in Thy name, 
«© and we forbade him.” Tell me, dost thou forbid one who in 
Christ's name troubles Satan, and crushes eyil demons? How 


was 1t not thy duty rather to reflect, that he was not the doer 


Y 
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of these wonders, but that the grace which was in him wrought 
the miracle by the power of Christ! How therefore dost thou 
forbid him who in Christ wins the victory ! © Yes,” he saith; 
« for he followeth not with us.” Oh blind speech! For what 
if he be not numbered among the holy Apostles, who 1s crowned 
with Christ's grace, yet is he equally with you adorned with 
apostolic powers. There are many diversities of Christ's gitts, 
as the blessed Paul teacheth, saying ; © that to one 1s given 1 Cor.xii.8, 
* the word of wisdom, but to another the word of knowledge : 
* and to another faith ; and to another gifts of heahings.” 
What therefore is the meaning of his © not walking with us,” 
or what 1s the force of the expression ! Look then; for I will 
tell you as well as I can. The Saviour gave the holy Apo- Mat. x. 1. 
stles authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal all disease and all sickness among the people. And 80 
they did ; nor was the grace given them ineffectual. For they 
returned with joy, saying; © Lord, even the devils are subject Luke x. 17. 
*to us in Thy name.” They imagined, therefore, that leave 
was given not to any one else but to themselyes alone to be 
invested with the authority which He had granted them. For 
this reason they draw near, and want to learn, whether others 
als might exercise it, even though they had not been ap- 
pointed to the apostleship, nor even to the office of teacher, 
We find something like this also in the ancient sacred Scrip- 


tures. For God once said to the hierophant Moses : © Choose Num.xi.16. 


* thee seventy men of the elders of Israel, and I will take of 
* the Spirit that is upon thee, and give it,” He says, © to them.” 
And when those who were chosen had assembled at the former 
tabernacle, two men only excepted, who had remained in the 
camp, and the spirit of prophecy descended upon them, not 
only those who were assembled in the holy tabernacle pro- 
phesied, but those also who had remained in the camp. But 
* Jeshua, 1t says, who stood before Moses, said, Eldad and 
* Midad, lo! they prophesy in the camp. My lord Moses 
* forbid them. And Moses said unto Jeshna, Enviest thou me ? 
** Would that all the Lord's people were prophets, the Lord 
** putting His Spirit upon them.” But it was Christ Who at 
that time made the hierophant Moses thus speak by the Holy 
(zhost : and here also in person He saith to the holy Apostles : 
** Forbid not him who is erushing Satan,” that 1s, in His name, 
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« for he 18 not against you,* He says; for he who 1s not 
*« against you is on your part.” For on the part of us who 
love Christ, are all who wish to act to His glory, and are 
crowned by His grace. And this 1s a law to the churches con- 
tinuing even to this day. For we honour only those who ft 
up holy hands, and purely and without fault or blame, in 
Christ's name, rebuke unclean spirits, and deliver multitudes 
from yarious diseases : for we know that 1t 1s Christ Who 
worketh in them. 

We must, however, examine such things carefully. For 
there are verily men, who have not been counted worthy of 
Christ's grace, but make the reputation of being saints and 
honourable an opportunity of gain. Of such one may ay, that 
they are bold and shameless hypocrites, who seize honours for 
themselves, even though God has not called them thereto ; 
they praise themselves, and imitate the bold doings of the 

Jer. xxili. false prophets of old, of whom God aid ; © I have not sent the 

wie « prophets, yet they ran : I have not spoken unto them, yet 
« they prophesied.” And s0 too may He say of these, I have 
not sanctified them, but they falsely as8ume the gift for them- 
selves: they have not been counted worthy of My grace, but 
wickedly seize those things which I bestow on such alone as 
are worthy to receive them. These, making a show of fasting, 
walk sadly with downeast looks, while full of fraud and base- 
ness. And often they pride themselyes on letting their nails 
grow long: and are especially fond of their complexion being 
sallow : and though no one compel them, they delight in en- 
during such misery as men have to bear in prison, hanging 
collars on their necks, and putting fetters sometimes on their 
hands and feet. Such persons the Saviour has commanded us 

Mat. vii. 15. to avoid, 8aying; © Beware of those who come to you in sheep's 
* clothing : but within are ravening wolves.” 

To this, however, some one may object, © But who, O Lord, 
* knows the heart of man! Who sees what 1s concealed within 
* us, but Thou alone, Who by Thyself didst form our hearts, 

Mat. vii. 20. © and tryest hearts and reins !?? Yes, He gays: © By ther 
*« fruits ye shall know them :” not by appearances, not by out- 
ward show, but by fruits. For what 1s the object of their hy- 


x 'This reading 1s also found in most copies of the Philoxenian Vers1on. 
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poerisy ? Plainly it looks to the love of gain. For they gape 
at the hands of those who visit them : and if they see them 
empty, they are greatly distressed, and stung with annoyance. 
For piety is with them merchandize. If, however, thou lovest 
wealth, and lusteth after base gains, and hast given a place in 
thy mind to that most base pass1on,—the love of money,—put 
off the sheep's skin; why labourest thou in vain, by making a 
pretence of an austere and unworldly conduct ! Abandon this 
excess1ve rigour of life, and aim instead at being one who 18 
contented with little. Ask this of God : seek His righteous- 
ness: © Cast thy care upon the Lord: and He shall nourish Ps. lv. 22. 
« thee.” 

But there are even some who use from time to time incanta- 
tions and certain abominable mutterings, and wickedly make 
certain fumigationsY, and command the use of amulets. *©* But 
© yet,” 8ays one, © who has without thought taken part in these 
* practices, 1n their incantations they use the Name of the 
* Lord of Sabaoth.' Are we, then, to acquit them of blame 
because they bestow on a wicked and impure devil an ex- 
press1on sumtable to God only, and call the wicked Satan the 
Lord of Sabaoth ; asking of him as the reward of blasphemy, 
aid in the things they request of him ? Not that he really aids 
them, for he is powerless ; but rather brings down to the pit 
of destruction those that call upon him. For the Lord speak- 
eth not untruly where He says that Satan casteth not out Mark iii. 23. 
Satan 2. 

It is necessary, therefore, for our salvation and well-pleasing 
to God, to flee far from every thing ke this. But when thou 
Seest one who has been brought up in the church, innocent, 
s1mple, without hypocrisy, whose mode of life is worthy of 
emulation, who 1s known of many as the companion of holy 
monks, who flees from the arts of the city, who 1s fond of 
desert places, who loves not gain, nor schisms, and, besides all 
this, has a correct faith, and is made honourable by the grace 
of Christ, through the operation of the Holy Ghost, 80 as to 
be even able to work those things that are by Christ ; unto Miracles. 


Y In the margin this is explained z In the margin this passage 1s 
by © they make fumigations, like said to be spoken *© against the 8or- 
** persons hurning spices,” *« cerers.” 
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such a one draw near with confidence : he shall pray for thee 
purely, and his grace shall minister unto thee. For the 
Saviour and Lord of all grants the requests of those who 
ask Him : by Whom and with whom to God the Father be 
praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 


Amen. 
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SERMON LVL. 
And it came to pass that when the days were fulfilled for © 


1x.51-50. 


His being taken up, that He set His face to go to Jeru- Maas 
salem : and sent messengers before His face, and they went tgrhpitev 


and entered into a village of the Samaritans to make ready 


(8s. 
OM. avrovy 


for Him. And they did not receive Him, because Hts face B. 


m, 
was as though He would go to Jerusalem. And when His x, 0IN. avrou 


disciples James and John s8aw it, they 8aid, Will Tow = on. n. Kipie 8, 


. Os$ Kal 


2 add 
that we bid fire come down from heaven to consume them 7 >yxt,c ang. 


But He turned and rebuked them, and went to another noe Gs. 


village. 


. kat e(- 
TeEv* ouk ol- 
dare olov 


Those who are abundantly endowed with vast wealth, and Tvetuards 


pride themselves on their ample riches, assemble fit persons to (; 


ag UMELS 


. et add. 


their banquets, and set before them a sumptuously furnished Tak vids 


table, producing by a diverstty of dishes and sauces of various 


TOU avOpa- 
Tou OVk HAVE 


kinds a pleasure superior to the mere Satisfying of hunger. 5 Yuxas Gy- 


hunger have been satisfied 1s always hurtful. But those who 
possess heavenly riches, and know the sacred doctrines, and 
have been illuminated with divine hight, nourish their s0uls by 
feasting them on instructive discourses, in order that they may 
become both frutful towards God, and skilled in the pathway 
unto all virtue, and earnest in accomplishing those things by 
means of which a man attains to a happy isxwve. To this 1n- 
tellectual and holy table, therefore, the sacred Word invites 
S; for it says, © Eat and drink, and be drunken, my friends.” 
But friends of whom ? evidently of God. And it 1s worthy of note 
that we are to be drunken with these things, and that we can 
never be satiated with that which 1s to our edification. Let us 
sce, therefore, what kind of profit the lesson from the Gospel 
Sets before us upon the present occas1on. 
*« For®* when,” it says, © the days were fulfilled for His 
a 'The Greek of this passage 1s tion of this 8ermon in his Catenz, 
partially preserved in Cr.'s Catena, and very little of those that pre- 
p. 80, Corderius and Aquinas have cede, except of that upon the trans- 


also each s0me fragments in the figuration, 
Latin, but Mai has found no por- 


But from this no benefit arises, but rather great injury to the ny anon 


banqueters. For more than a sufficiency after the calls of oor % 8. 


0 
Cant, v. 1 


Og Coon nn eat RAP - o& WBC tc 20s 


Prov. xxx. 
33+ 


Mat. vu. 
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«being taken up, He set His face to go to Jerusalem.” By 
which 1s meant, that as the time had now come when at length 
having borne for us His. saving pass1on, He should ascend to 
heaven, and dwell with God the Father, He determined to 
proceed to Jerusalem. For this 1s, I think, the meaning of 
His having set His face. He sends, therefore, messengers to 
prepare a lodging for Him and His companions. And when 
they came to a village of the Samaritans, they were not re- 
ceived. At this the blessed disciples were indignant, not 80 
much on their own account as because they did not honour 
Him Who is Saviour and Lord of all. And what followed !? 
They murmured greatly : and as His majesty and power was 
not unknown to them, they said, © Lord, wilt thou that we 
«bid fire come down from heaven, and consume them !?”” But 
Christ rebuked them for s0 speaking. And in these last words 
les the purport of the lesxon : and therefore let us accurately 
examine the whole passxage. For 1t 1s written, © Churn milk, 
«and it becomes butter.” 

It would be untrue, then, to affirm that our Saviour did not 
know what was about to happen : for as He knows all things, 
He knew, of course, that His messengers would not be received 
by the Samaritans. Of this there can be no doubt. Why, 
then, did He command them to precede Hun ? The reason of 1t 
was His custom assiduously to benefit the holy Apostles in every 
poss1ble way : and for this end His practice sometimes was to 
put them to the proof. As for instance, He was sailing once 
upon the lake of Tiberias with those named above ; and while 
80 doing he fell asleep purposely : and a violent wind having 
risen upon the lake, a rough and unusual storm began to rage, 
and the boat was in danger, and the crew in alarm. For He 
intentionally permitted the storm and the fury of the tempest 
to rage against the ship, to try the faith of the disciples, and 
to make manifest the greatness of His power. And this, also, 
was the result. For they, in the ittleness of their faith, sa1d, 
** Master, save us, we perish.” And He at once arose and 
shewed that He is Lord of the elements ; for He rebuked the 
Sea and the tempest, and there was an exceeding great calm. 
And $0 also on this occaston : He knew, indeed, that those 
who went forward to announce that he would lodge with them 
would not be received by the Samaritans ; but He permitted 
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them to go, that this again might be a means of benefiting 
the holy Apostles. 

What, then, was the purpose of this occurrence ! He was 
going up to Jerusalem, as the time of His passion was already 
drawing near, He was about to endure the contumehes of 
the Jews; He was about to be set at nought by the scribes 
and Pharisees ; and to suffer those things which they inflicted 
upon Him when they proceeded to the accomplishment of all 
violence and wicked audacity. In order, therefore, that they 
might not be offended when they saw Him suffering, as under- 
Standing that He would have them also to be patient, and not 
to murmur greatly, even though men treat them with con- 
tumely, He, 80 to speak, made the contempt they met with 
from the Samaritans a preparatory exercise in the matter. 
They had not received the messengers. It was the duty of 
the disciples, treading in the footsteps of thew Lord, to bear 
it patiently as becometh saints, and not to say anything of 
them wrathfully. But they were not yet 80 disposed ; but 
being seized with too hot indignation, they would have called 
down fire upon them from heaven, as far as their will went. 
But Christ rebuked them for s0 speaking. 

See here, I pray, how great is the difference between us 
and God : for the distance is 1nmeasurable. For He 1s slow 
to anger, and long-suffering, and of incomparable gentleness 
and love to mankind : but we children of earth are quick unto 
anger, hasty unto impatience, and refuse with indignation to 
be judged by others when we are found out in committing any 
wrong act ; while we are most ready to find fault with others. 


And therefore God the Lord of all affirms, saying ; © For Is. lv. 8. 


** My thoughts are not as your thoughts, nor your ways as 
* My ways; but as the heaven 1s far from the earth, 0 are 
** My ways from your ways, and My thoughts from your 
* thoughts.” Such, then, is He Who 1s Lord of all : but we, 
as 1 sa1d, being readily vexed, and easily led into anger, take 
Sometimes severe and intolerable vengeance upon those who 
have occasioned us some trifling annoyance : and though com- 
manded to hve according to the Gospel, we fall short of the 
practice commanded by the law. For the law indeed said, 


** Eye for eye; tooth for tooth ; hand for hand :” and com- Ex. xxi. 24. 


manded that an equal retribution should suffice : but we, as I 
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Said, though perhaps we have suffered but a trifling wrong, 
would retaliate very harshly, not remembering Christ, who 
$M1d : © The disciple is not greater than his teacher, nor the 
* ||ave than his master ;” Who also, © when He was reviled, 
** reviled not again ; when suffering, threatened not ; but com- 
* mitted His cause to Him Who judgeth righteously.” As 
treading this path much-enduring Job also is justly admired : 
for it is written of him, © What man is like Job, who drinketh 
* wrongs hke a draught ?” For their benefit, therefore, He 
rebuked the disciples, gently restraining the sharpness of their 
wrath, and not permitting them to murmur violently against 
those who sinned, but persuading them rather to be longsut- 
fering, and to cherish a mind unmoyable by ought of this. 

[t benefited them also in another way : they were to be the 
instructors of the whole world, and to travel through the cities 
and villages, proclaiming everywhere the good tidings of sal- 
vation. Of- necessity, therefore, while secking to fulfil their 
miss10n, they must fall in with wicked men, who would reject 
the divine tidings, and, so to speak, not receive Jesus to lodge 
with them Þ, Had Christ, therefore, praised them for wishing 
that fire should come down upon the Samaritans, and that 80 
painful a torment should be inflicted upon them, they would have 
been s1milarly disposed in many other instances, and when men 
disregarded the sacred message, would have pronounced their 
condemnation, and called down fire upon them from above. 
And what would have been the result of such conduct ! The 
Sufferers would have been innumerable, and no longer would 
the disciples have been 80 much physicians of the ck, as tor- 
turers rather, and intolerable to men everywhere. For their 
own good, therefore, they were rebuked, when thus enraged 
beyond measure at the contumely of the Samaritans : in order 
that they might learn that as ministers of the divine tidings, 
they must rather be full of longsuffering and gentleness ; not 
revengetul ; not given to wrath, nor savagely attacking those 
who offend them. 

And that the ministers of God's message were longsuffering, 


bv This apparently very 8imple 1843), who renders, © quasi non 
metaphor, though it occurs also in * concedentes s8ecum commorari Je- 
Rev. 1v. 20, bas not been understood © 8um,” © allowing not that Jesus 
by the translator of Aquinas (Oxf. * s0journed on earth with them !* 
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Paul teaches us, saying, © For I think that God hath set forth 1 Cor. iv. g. 
« us the apostles last, as it were, condemned to death ; for we 
* are made a spectacle unto the world, and to ves and to 
* men. Being reviled, we bless; being defamed, we persuade : 
*« we have become the offscouring of the world ; the refuse of 
« all men up to this day.” He wrote also to others, or rather 
to all who had not yet received Christ in them, but, so to 
Speak, were till afflicted with the pride of the Samaritans : 
« We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
Great, therefore, 1s the benefit of the gospel lessons to those 
who are truly pertect in mind; and may we also, taking them 


unto ourselves, benefit our souls, ever praising Christ the 


Saviour of all : by Whom and with Whom to God the Father 


be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 
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C.ix. 57,58. And as they were going in the way, a certain man 8atd unto 
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BGST. 
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Top. Gs. 
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Him, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest. And 
Jesus 8aid unto Him : The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of heaven a place to lodge in: but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay His head. 


TO covet the gifts that come from above from God is m 
very deed a state of mind worthy of being attained to, and 
that wins for us all good. But though the Lord of all be a 
bountiful Giver, yet giveth He not simply to all men without 
distinction, but to such rather as are worthy of Is bounty. 
For just as those invested with the glory of royalty bestow 
their honours, and the yarious offices of state, not upon rough 
and ignorant men, who have nothing in them worthy of 
admiration, but crown those rather, who have hereditary 
nobility, and have been proved by trial worthy of receiving 
them, and hkely to be successful in the discharge of their duties; 
80 also God, Who knoweth all things, bestoweth not a share in 
His bounties upon souls careless and pleasure seeking, but 
upon such as are in a fit state rightly to receive them, It 
then any one would be accounted worthy of these great 
honours, and of being accepted by God, let him first free himself 
from the pollutions of evil, and the guilt of indifference ; for 80 
he will become capable of receiving them : but if he be not 80 
disposed in mind, let him depart far away. 

And this the purport of the passage from the Gospels just 
placed before us teaches us: for a certain man drew near to 
Christ the Saviour of us all saying, * Teacher, I will follow 
« Thee whithersocever Thou goest.” But He rejected the man, 
8AyIng, © The foxes have holes, and the birds of heaven a place 
* to lodge in : but that He had not where to lay His head.” 
And yet perchance some one may ay, that © he who promised 
* to follow Him had attained to the desire of what was honour- 
* able, and good, and profitable. For what is comparable to 
* being with Christ, and following Him? Or how must it not aid 
* in his salvation ! Why therefore did He reject one who was 
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* eagerly promising to follow Him constantly ! For one may 
* learn from His own words, that to follow Him leads on to every 


* blessing : for He said, © He that followeth Me, walketh not in John viii. 


* © darkness, but possesseth the light of life.” What therefore 
* was there improper in promising to follow Him, in order to 
* gain the hght of life !”7 What then 1s our answer to this? That 
this was not his object. How could it be? For 1t 1s easy for 
any who will examine such matters accurately, to perceive 
that in the first place there was great ignorance in his manner 
of drawing near ; and secondly, that 1t was full of excessive 
presumptuousness. For his wish was not simply to follow 
Christ, as 80 many others of the Jewish multitude did, but 
rather to thrust himself into apostolic honours. This then was 
the following which he was seeking for, being self-called 


thereto: whereas the blessed Paul writes, ** that no man taketh Heb. v. 4. 


* the honour unto himselt unless he be called of God, as Aaron 
* also was.” For Aaron dd not enter upon the priesthood of 
himself, but on the contrary was called of God. And of every 
one of the holy apostles we find, that he did not promote him- 
self to the” apostleship, but rather received the honour from 


Christ. For He said, © Come after Me ; and I will make you to Mark i. 17. 


* become fishers of men.” But this man, as I said, boldly took 
upon himself gifts thus altogether honourable, and, though no 
one called him, thrust himself into that which was above his 
rank. Now were any one to draw near to an earthly king, 
and say, © I shall promote myself, even though thou grantest 
*1t not, to this or that honour, whatever 1t may be ;” it would 
be a dangerous act, and one that would bring upon him the 
loss often even of his life. Who can doubt that certainly this 
would be the result ? For in every matter we must await the 
decision of him who possesses sovereign authority. How then 
could it be fitting for this man to appoint himself among the 
disciples, and crown himself with apostolic powers, without 
being called thereunto at all by Christ ? 

And there is another reason for which He justly rejected 
him, and deemed him unworthy of 0 illustrious an honour. 
For earnestly to follow Christ is confessedly profitable to sal- 
vation : but he who wishes to be counted worthy of $0 great 
glory must, I ay, bear his cross. And what is it to bear the 
cross ? It is to die unto the world, by denying its empty dis- 
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: John ii. tractions, and manfully abandoning a carnal and pleasure-loving 
m life. For it is written: © Love not the world : neither the 
* things that are in the world : for every thing that 1s in the 
* world is the Inst of the body, and the lust of the eyes, and 
Jamesiv. 4. © the pride of life.”... And again, © Know ye not that the love 
« of the world is enmity unto God? Whosoever therefore 
© would be a. friend of the world is found God's enemy.” The 
man therefore, whose choice it is to be with Christ, loves that 
which is admirable and profitable unto salvation ; but let him 
hearken to our words : withdraw thyself far from flesbly lusts; 
wash away the pollution of wickedness ; cleanse off the stains 
caused by the base love of pleasure; for these keep thee away, 
and permit thee not to be with Christ. Remove that which 
Separates thee; break down the enmity; burst open the hedge 
that is between; for then thou wilt be with Christ. But it the 
hedge which keeps thee from communion with Him be not yet 
destroyed, in what manner canst thou follow Hum ? 
That such then was the case with the man before us, He 
shews by the indirect rebuke which He gave him, not in order to 
reproach him, but rather for his correction, that he might of 
his own accord grow better, and become earnest in following the 
ways of virtue. Therefore He says, © The foxes have holes, and 
** the birds of heaven a place to lodge in: but the Son of man 
«* hath not where to lay His head.” And the swmple meaning 
of the passage, and that ready to hand, 1s as follows : that the 
beasts and birds have dens and dwellings ; but I have nothing 
to offer of those things which are the objects of general pursuit : 
for I have no place where to dwell, and rest Myself, and lay 
My head. But the inner and secret signification of the passage 
1s attained to by more profound thoughts. For He seems to 
mean by the toxes and birds of heaven, those wicked, and cun- 
ning, and impure powers, the herds of demons. For they are 
80 called in many places in the inspired Seripture. For the 
Ps. Ixiii. 10. blessed Psalmist says of certain men, © They shall be the por- 

* tions of foxes.” And in the Song of Songs it is written 
Cant. ii 15. again : © Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that destroy 

+ the vines.” And Christ Himself somewhere s8ays of Herod, 
Luk. xiii, Who was a bad man, and crafty in his wickedness; © Tell that 
32. ** fox.” And elsewhere He aid of the seeds that fell upon the 
Luk. vii. 5. pathways, © the birds of heaven came and deyoured them.” 
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And this we affirm that He said, not of the material and visible 
birds, but rather of those impure and wicked spirits, who oft- 
times, when the heavenly seed has fallen upon the hearts of 
men, remove and, 0 to speak, carry it away, that they may 
not bring forth any fruit. As long therefore as the foxes and birds 
have holes and dens in us, how can Christ enter ! Where can 
He rest! What communion 1s there between Christ and Belal! 
For He lodgeth in the saints, and dwelleth in them that love 
Him: but withdraws from the impure and the unclean. Expel 
the beasts : hunt out the foxes : drive away the birds : free thy 
heart from their impurity, 1n order that the Son of man may 
find a place in thee to lay His head: even the Word of God 
Who was incarnate and became man. For Ihght has no con- 
cord with darkness, nor the impure with the holy. It is a 
thing altogether incredible for there to be stored up in one 
vessel perfume and filthiness. It 1s imposstble for a man to be 
invested with apostolic honour, and conspicuous for his virtues, 
and every good and manly quality, it he have not admitted 
Christ into I1m. And 80 most wise Paul has taught us saying : 
* Or seek ye a proof of Christ, Who speaketh in us ?” But he 
in whom Christ dwells is a temple, not of one of those gods 
falsely 80 named, but of Him Who by nature, and m truth 1s 


2 Cor. 


X11, 3. 


God. For we have been taught to say, that © we are the 2Cor.vi.16. 


* temples of the living God.” But to a divine temple incense 
1s 8uitable, such as 1s of a most sweet scent : and every virtue 
1s a rational incense, altogether acceptable to the God of all. 


* Let us therefore cleanse ourselves from every stain of the 2 Cor. vii.1. 


** flesh, and of the spirit.”” * Let us put to death those mem- Col. iti. 5. 


* bers which are upon the earth.” Let us close the entrance 
to impure spirits. Let not reprobate and wicked birds lodge 
within us. Let our heart be holy and unpollnted, as far as 1s 
possIble and may be. For 0 shall we follow Christ, according 
as He giveth us the grace, and He will dwell joyfully in us. 
For then He will have where to lay His head, and rest in us 
as in 8aints. For it is written ; © Become ye holy, because 
** I am holy.” And devoting ourselves to these earnest pur- 
smts, we shall also attain to the city that 1s above, by the aid 
of the same Christ : by Whom, and with Whom, to God the 
Father be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever 
and eyer, Amen, 


1 Pet, 1, 16. 
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SERMON LVUL. 


C. ix. 59,60. And He 8aid unto another, Follow Me: but he 8aid, Lord, 


TP@TOV GT, 


Suffer me to go first and bury my father. And Jesus 8aid 
to him, Let the dead bury their dead : but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God. 


IN Christ we have the head and teacher of every virtue. 
For © we are taught of God,” as the prophet declares, and 
moreover the wise Paul bears witness saying : © God, Who in 
* manifold parts and mamifold manners spake in old time to the 
* fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
* us by the Son.” And what spake He by the Son! Plaimly 
the gospel message of salvation, by means of which we are 
successfully guided into every kind of virtue, and advance mm 
the praiseworthy and admirable pathway of the better le, 
80 that by following His footsteps we gain the treasure of 
His gifts. The manner, then, in which we follow Him, and 
are counted worthy of those perfect aud surpassing honours 
which were first bestowed upon the apostles, the lesson just 
laid before us clearly teaches us. © For He $a1d, it tells us, 
** unto another, Follow Me.” 

Now the first point to consider 1s this : that in the preceding 
passage we learnt, that one drew near to Him, and said, 
«* Teacher, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou gocst :” but 
was rejected with scorn by Christ ; first as being self called, and 
thrusting himself into honours which God bestows upon those 
only who are fit to receive them, and who as being announced 
by every excellent quality, and skilful 1n practising every good 
work and deed, are crowned by Christ, and inscribed in the 
companies of the holy teachers. But inasmuch as this man 
was not 80 disposed, he met with rebuke; for his mind 
was the dwelling of evil spirits, and full of all impurity. For 
the Saviour, indirectly touching Ins case, sa1d ; © The foxes 
* have holes, and the birds of heaven a place to lodge in : but 
* the Son of man hath not where to lay Is head.” 
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Now at our last meeting we sufficiently discussed the man- 
ner in which this 1s to be understood by us. Bat here 1t was 
no selt-called disciple who came, nor one presumptuous[ly forward 
in promises of deeds thus pratseworthy : but, on the contrary, 
it was one called by Christ to the apostleship, as not unfitted 
for it. For he was honoured by the divine decree, and was 
doubtless holy, and venerable; and able to conform himself to 
the intention of the eyvangelic message. But he did not as yet 
know clearly in what way he ought to conduct himself in $0 
great a matter ; for he had perchance a father bowed down 
with old age: and thought himself acting in a manner highly 
pleasing to God in anx1ously shewing him tenderness and fit- 
ting love, He knew, of course, as meeting with 1t in the books 
of the law, that the God of all has provided also for this, say- 


ing ; © Honour thy father, and thy mother : that 1t may be Ex. xx. 12, 


*well with thee : and that thou mayest hve long upon the earth.” 
On being, therefore, summoned to the sacred ministry, and to the 
office of proclaiming the Gospel message:—for this 1s what was 
8Ignified by Christ's command to follow Him :—he 1s troubled 
in his human understanding, and asks for a delay of time 
enough to tend the old age of his parent. For © Suffer me,” 
he 8aid, © first to go and bury my father.” And what we say 
1s, not that he asked permiss1on to bury his father, being al- 
ready dead and laid out:—for Christ would not have forbidden 
this :—but he used the word © bury” instead of © that I may 
* take care of Ins old age till his burial.” 

What, then, was the Saviour's answer! © Leave the dead 
* burying® their dead : but go thou, preach the kingdom of 
* God.” For there were, no doubt, other guardians and rela- 
tives of his father : but as I consider dead, because they had 
not yet beheved in Christ, nor been able to receive the new 
birth by holy baptism unto the life incorruptible. Let them, 
He says, bury their dead, because they also have within 


© Although this is the literal the literal meaning of which is © to 
translation of the verse, I Have not leave,” but which has also to do 
marked the use of the participle for duty for © to permit, give leave, 
the infinitive as a different reading, suffer,” retaining, however, its pro- 
cons1dering it only as a construction per construction, 
required by the Syriac verb Q.As, 
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them a dead mind, nor as yet have been numbered among 
those who possess the life that is in Christ. From this, then, 
we learn, that the fear of God is to be set even above the re- 
verence and love due to parents. For the law of Moses also, 
while 1t commanded, in the first place, that © thou shalt love 
« the Lord God with all thy soul, and all thy might, and all 
* thy heart:” put as second to it the honour due to parents, 
Saying, © Honour thy father and thy mother.” 

For come, and let us examine the matter in dispute, and 
inquire what 1s the reason why we consider the honour and 
love due to parents, not a thing to be neglected, but, on the 
contrary, carefully to be attended to. One may say, then, that 
1s because we have our being by ther means. But the God of 
all brought us into being, when we absolutely did not exist. 
He is the Creator and Maker of all: and, 80 to speak, the 
principle and radical essence of everything. For to everything 
existence 1s His gift. The father, then, and mother, were the 
means by wluch their offspring came into existence, Ought 
not, therefore, the primary Author justly to be loved more 
than the secondary and subsequent? And will not He Who 
gave the more precious gifts require of us the more marked 
honour ! Our endeavours, therefore, to please our parents 
must give way to our love to God, and human duties must 
yield precedence to those which are divine. And this the Saviour 
has Himself taught us, saying, © He who loveth father or 
«© mother more than Me, is not worthy of Me: and he who 
« loveth son or daughter more than Me, 1s not worthy of Me.” 
He does not say that they are condemned for s1mply loving, 
but for loving them more than Me. He permits sons and 
daughters, therefore, to love their parents, but not more than 
they do Him. When therefore any thing which concerns 
God's glory has to be done, let no impediment stand mn the 
way ; let thy earnestness be without pretext : thy zealous ex- 
ertions ardent and irrepressible. Forthwith let father and 
mother and children be disregarded, and the power of natural 
affection towards them cease, and yield the victory to the love 
of Christ. 

So was that thrice-blessed Abraham tried : 80 was he jus- 
tified, and called the friend of God : and counted worthy of 
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surpassing honours, For what can equal in the balance the 
being a friend of God! What can this world offer compa- 
rable with a grace 80 glorious and admirable! He had 
one only-begotten and beloved son, who, after long delay, 
and scarcely, and in his old age had been given him. Upon 
him too rested all lis hope of offspring : for 1t was said to 


him : * In Isaac shall thy seed be called.” But as the sacred Gen.xxi.12: 
Scripture saith, © God tried Abraham, saying : Take thy be- Gen.xxii.2. 


* loved xon, even him whom thou lovest, Isaac, and go to the 
« high land, and offer him to Me for a whole burnt-offering, 
* upon one of the mountains that I will tell thee.” Was God 
trying Abraham, as not foreknowing what would happen, and 
waiting to learn the result! But how can this be true! For 
He knows all things before they happen. Why therefore 
dd He try him? That we by the fact might learn the old 
man's love of God, and ready obedience, and unchanging earn- 
estness in the dutiful performance of God's will. And observe 
how God made him, s0 to speak, unready for the act, that the 
patriarch might obtain the more worthy admiration, as pre- 
ferring nothing to his Lord's will. © Take,” He says, not simply 
Isaac, but © thy son: the beloved one ;—him whom thou hast 
« loved.” Thins strengthened in his case the sting of natural 
aftection. Oh! how mighty a turmoil of bitter thoughts rose 
up in the old man! For the force of innate affection naturally 
called him to compassion for the child. He had wished to be a 
father : for he had even lamented his childlessness unto God, 
when He pronused to give him all that land which had been 


told him, and said, © Lord, what givest Thou me ? and I dwell Gen. xv. 2. 


* childless.” The law, therefore, of natural affection urged 
tim to spare the lad; while the power of love towards God 
called him to ready obedience : and he was hke some tree, 
driven to and fro by the violence of the winds; or like a 
ship at sea, reeling, s0 to speak, and staggering by the beat- 
ing of the waves. But there was one true and powerful 
thought to which he held fast. For he considered, that though 
the lad were slain, and became the work and victim of the fire, 
as being a whole burnt-offering, well-pleasing to God : yet 


that He © was not unable to raise him up again, even from the Heh, xi. 19, 


* dead.” 
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Much, therefore, at once was taught him by this event. For, 
in the first place, he learnt that ready obedience leads on to 
every blessing, and is the pathway to justification, and the 
pledge of friendship with God : and secondly, that God 1s able 
to raise again, even from the dead. And, moreover, he learnt 
what is more important, and more worthy of account, I mean 
the mystery of Christ: that for the salvation and life of the world 
God the Father was about to yield His own Son to the sacr1- 
fice: even Him, Who by nature was beloved, that is, Christ. 
And the blessed Paul confirms this, saying of Him : © He That 
* 8pared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.” 
The patriarch Abraham therefore learnt what kind of and 
how great a thing it is, not to s8pare his own son, the only- 
begotten and beloved. He then was found approved, because 
he set nothing above those things that are well-pleasing to 
God. Such Christ requires us to be, 80 as to love and prize 
what concerns His glory far above the ties of fleshly rela- 
tionship. 

And once more to look at it in another light. It was right 
that the power of love towards Him should outweigh with us 
even that of those who begat us in the flesh. He has given 
us God- as a Father; for He said : © Call not any one father 
* upon earth : for One is your Father Who 1s in heaven : and 
« ye are all brethren.” And the wise John said of Him, © He 
* came to His own, and His own received Him not : but to all 
*« who received Him He gave power to become the 80ns of 
© God.” Ought they therefore who have Him as Father Who 
is Lord of heayen and earth : Who transcends all created 
things: Who is guarded by mighty cherubim : Who excels 
thrones and dominions, principalities and powers;—ought such, 
I 8ay, to fall into 80 great folly, as not to set Him above all 
natural relationship ! Can it be that we shall be guilty if we 
disxregard the honour due to parents and children and bre- 
thren : but free from guilt, if we pay not the honour due to 
the Father of all! Hear what He plainly saith ; * The s0n 


© honoureth his father, and the servant his master : if I am a 


*« Father, where 1s My honour! and if I am a Master, where is 
« My fear? saith the Lord Almighty.” 


Fitly therefore 1d Christ make him who was called to the 
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apostleship acquainted with apostolic conduct, and the spi- 
ritual manliness required for its discharge, by saying, « Leave 
« the dead burying their dead : but go thou, preach the king- 
« dom of God.” For such must the ministers of the divine 
message be. To whose wise teaching let us also in everything 
adhere, advancing onwards unto Christ : by Whom and with 
Whom to God the Father be praise and dominion, with the 
Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON LLX. 


FIT TO BE READ WHEN ANY ONE RECEIVES 
THE TONSURE®. 


And another also 8aid, I will follow Thee, Lord ; but first let 


me bid farewell to the members of my house. 


But Jesus 


8aid to him, No man who putteth his hand to the plough, 
and looketh back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 


OF zeal in virtuous pursmts we say, that it is worthy of all 


Praise, 


1 The marginal note, which 1- 
terally means, © Fit to be read 
* when any one 18 $haven,” refers 
to the rite of admission into the 
monastic order, and is of course of 
the date, not of the original work, 
but of its translation into Syriac, 
or even its transcription, that 1s, of 
the seventh or eighth century. In 
the Syriac historian, John of Ephe- 
gUs, the phrase 1s of frequent oc- 
currence, and always in the sense 
of becoming a monk. 'Thus in p. 
47, we read that Photius, s8o0n of 
Antonina, the wife of Belisarums, * for 
© 80mMe reas0n or other, left the 
* army, and $haved his hair, and 
* put on the monastic habit : but 
* being unable to 8ubmit to mo- 
© nastic rule, he went to Justin II., 
* 8ti]l clad in the monkish s&tole, 
* and was by him made governor of 
* Samaria :* where for twelve years 
he gave free hcence to his ungo- 
verned temper and avarice: as an 
instance of which, the historian 
mentions, that he hung the bishop 
of Ascalon up by one arm, ordering 
him not to be loosed for three days, 
unless upon payment of three ta- 
lents of gold. Again, in p. 55 he 
mentions, that at the time when the 
great eunuch Narses received or- 


But those who have attained to this state of mind 


ders to proceed on his last expe- 
dition to Italy, he was occupied in 
building a monastery in Bithyma, 
intending © to retire thither, and 
* 8have his hair,* 1. e. become a 
monk. Even ladies had to submit 
to this rite : for in p. 88 he tells us, 
that in the severe persecution car- 
ried on in Justin's latter years by 
the patriarch, John of Sirmum, 
against the Monophysites, two noble 
ladies, Antipatra, whose daughter 
was married to the consul John, 
and Juliana, the emperor's own 
818ter-1n-law, having refused to re- 
ceive the holy communion from a 
bishop who accepted the council of 
Chalcedon, were sent to a nunnery, 
with strict orders © that their hair 
* 8hould be shorn, and that they 
* should wear the black habit of the 
* nuns, and be compelled to per- 
* form the most menial labours :* 
which these ladies found s0 painful, 
that they submitted, and were al- 
lowed to return to their families. 
Similar testimonies have already 
been collected from Greek and La- 
tin authors, as, e. g. Socrates, 1. 3. 
Cc. I. Says of the apostate Julian, ev 
XP® KELPAPevos TOY TEV POVANGEVY UME= 
kpivero Biovoe 'To s8have the head 
was peculiar to the monks; for of 
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must be strong in purpose, and not feebly disposed towards the 
mark that is set before them. Rather they must plainly possess 
an unwavering and inflexible mind : for 80, starting impetuously 
as from the barriers of the race-course, they will reach the 
goal, and gain the victory, and twine around ther hair the 
conqueror's crown. And to this heartiness of purpose the 
Saviour of all encouraged us, as being a quality worth the 
gaining, where He says, © Who of you wishing to build a Luke xiv. 
« tower, sitteth not down first and counteth whether he have ws. 
= « gufficient to finish 1t ; lest, saith He, having laid the founda- 
| *« tion, and not being able to finish 1t, the passers by say, This 
* man began to build, and was not able to finish.” One who 
80 acts becomes an object merely of ridicule: for upon every 
honourable and virtuous undertaking a fitting conclusion ought 
to follow. And to teach this truth the law of Moses com- 
manded those who were building a house to erect upon 1t also Deut. xxii. 
a battlement. For he who is not perfect in good, is not free * 
from blame. Just then as discredit was of course attached to 
a-house that had no battlements, 80 the passage just read to us 
from the Gospel teaches us a s1milar less0n. 
* For one drew near saying, I will follow thee, Lord ; but 
* first let me go and bid farewell to those in my house.” The 
promise then that he makes is worthy of emulation, and full of 
all praise : but the fact of his wishing to bid farewell to those 
at home shews him, 80 to 8peak, divided, and that he had not 
as yet entered upon the course with unshackled mind. For 
} look how, like some colt eager for the race, there holds him 
back as with a bridle, the stream of worldly things, and his 
wish in part still to take interest in this world's occupations. 
For no one hinders him from hastening, if he will, to the wished 
tor mark, according to the free inclinations of his mind. But 
the very wish to consult first with his relatives, and to make 
those his counsellors who were not hkely to entertain senti- 
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the clergy nothing more was re- 
quired than that modesty of dress 
and apparel which became the gra- 
vity of their office; 80 Conc. Carth. 
IV. C. 44. © Clericus nec comam nu- 
** triat, nec barham radat,” letting 
the hair grow long, and having the 
beard, being egually marks of luxury 


and effeminacy. So Morinus Com. 
de Sac, Eccles. Ordin. P. 11. 206, 
grants that the clergy for many 
centuries did not shave the head ; 
and Jerome bears witness to the 
8ame effect in his Commentary on 
Ezech. xliv. 20. 
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ments similar to his own, nor to share at all in his resolution, 
sufficiently proves him infirm and halting, and not as yet fully 
inclined to act upon his desire of following Christ. 

But He, as it were by gentle reproofs, corrected him, and 
taught him to practize a more determined zeal, saying, © No 
* man putting his hand to the plough, and looking back, 1s fit 
* for the kingdom of God.” PFor just as the husbandman, who 
has begun to break up his land by the plough, 1t he grow 
weary, and leave his labour half done, sees not lus field thick set 
with ears, nor his threshing-floor full of sheaves, and suffers of 
course the loss which is the natural result of 1dleness; the 
absence, I mean, of produce, and the consequent penury, and 
incurs also the ridicule of those that 8ee him: 80 he who 
wishes to cleave unto Christ, but does not bid farewell to the 
things of the world, and abandon all love of the flesh, and even 
deny Ins earthly relatives; for by s0 doing he attains to a 
resolute courage in all praiseworthy pursuits ; 1s not fit for the 
kingdom of God. One who cannot attain to this resolution, 
because his mind 1s fettered with indolence, 1s not acceptable 
unto Christ, nor fit for His company, and necessarily 1s refused 
permission to be with Him. 

Such were those of whom Christ spake, when forming that 
8I1militude in the Gospels. For He said, *A rick man made a 
* banquet for his on; and sent therefore his servants to call 
** them that were bidden, saying, My oxen and my fatlings are 
** killed, and every thing is ready : come to the banquet. But 
* they, 1t says, would not come : but one said, I have bought a 
* field, and I cannot come. And another, I have bought a 
«* yoke of oxen: and another, I have taken a wife, hold me 
** excused.” Thou seest that they were called, and while it 
was in their power to partake of the feast, they excused them- 
Selves, and gave themselves up without restraint to those tem- 
poral and earthly matters, which rapidly fade, and the pos- 
Ses810n of which must quickly be abandoned. And yet surely 
it was their duty rather to have understood, that a wife and 
lands, and those other possessions, are but finite pleasures, 
Short in duration, and fleeting hike the shadows, and, as it 
were, a bitterness mingled with honey. But to be members of 
the church of God, from which they, I know not how, foolishly 
fled, would have procured for them an eternal and unchanging 
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joy. Whoever would follow Christ, let him be thoroughly 
constant, and intent solely upon this end; let him not be 
divided ; let him not be possessed by timidity and slothfulness ; 
let him be free from all carnal lust, and prefer nothing to his 
love unto Him. But if he be not 80 disposed, nor 80 affected in 
his will, even if he do draw near, he will not be accepted. 
Something of this sort the law of Moses also has taught us 
indirectly in figure. For whenever, as emergencies arose, the 
children of Israel went out to battle against their enemies, 
before they engaged in the combat, the herald of the host 


made proclamation, * Whoscever hath betrothed a wife, and Deut. xx.7. 
«© hath not taken her, let him return to his house, that he die 


© not in battle, and another man take her. Whosoever hath 
© built a new house, and hath not dedicated it, let him return 
«© to his house, that he die not in battle, and another dedicate it. 
* Whosoever 1s frightened in his heart, let him return to his 
* house, that he make not the heart of his brother frightened 
« as his own.” Thou seest that the man who loves the world, 
or wealth, and whosoever 1s full of excuses, 1s not every where 
in his place : but we shall find the holy apostles very different 
from such as these. For when they heard Christ s8aying, Mark i. 17. 
* Follow Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men : 
« they, 1t 8ays, at once left the ship and their father, and fol- 
+ lowed Him.” And the wise Paul also writes, © But when God Gal. i. rs. 
«* willed to reveal unto me His Son, imediately I counselled 
* not with flesh and blood.” Thou seest the valiant mind, and 
the brave and hearty purpose, not subject to the bonds of 
indolence, but super1or to all cowardice and fleshly lust. Such 
mus; they be who would follow Christ : not looking behind 
them, not walking, that is, 80 to speak, back wards, and turning 
thei faces from that manly virtue which becometh saints, and 
excusing themselves from the duty of labouring : not loving 
things temporal, not of a double mind, but hastening onwards 
with perfect zeal to that which 1s well pleasing to Christ : by 
Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and 
dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LX. 


Aﬀter these things the Lord appointed s8eventy others, and 
8ent them two and two before His face, unto every etty and 
place, whither He was about to enter. And He 8ard unto 
them, The harvest indeed is great, but the labourers few. 
Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
labourers into the harvest. 


THE Holy Ghost by the mouth of the holy prophets com- 
manded the ministers of the saving word of the gospel, saying, 
* Sound the trumpet on the new moon : on the solemn day of 
* your feast.” And to the new moon we may compare the 
time of our Sayiour's coming. For a new world arose for us, 
in which all things have become new, as the very wise Paul 
assures us in his writings. For he says, © The former things 
«* have passed away : behold, all things have become new.” 
By the new moon therefore, and solemn feast, we understand 
the time of the incarnation of the Only-begotten, when a 
trumpet sounded loudly and clearly, even that which pro- 
claimed the saving message of the gospel. For 1s not that a 
time which invites us to keep festival, when we were just1- 
fied by faith, and washed from the pollutions of sin, and death 
abolished, which had tyranmzed over us, and Satan ejected 
from his mastery over us all; and in which by sanctification 
and justification we have been united to our common Saviour 
Christ, and enriched with the hope of unending lite and glory. 
These are the loud trumpet's sounds, and they run not only 
through Judza, like that law which was of old, but throughout 
the whole earth. 

And this 1s pictured for thee in the writings of Moses. For 
the God of all came down in the hkeness of fire on Mount 
Sinai, and there was a cloud, and darkness, and gloom, and 
the voice of the trumpet with a loud ringing sound, according 
to the Scripture. But the notes of the trumpet were, it says, 
few at first, but afterwards they waxed longer, and became louder 


and louder continually. What then was it which the shadow of 


the law s81gmified to us by these things! Was 1t not this : that 
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at first there were but few to publisgh the Gospel tidings; but 
afterwards they became many ! And Christ began the work : 
and having first chosen the twelve apostles, He afterwards 
appointed, it says, seventy others. And that, not as though 
those who had been already called to the honour of the apo- 
sleship had been guilty of any neglect, or been led mto any- 
thing unbecoming, but because a great multitude was about to 
believe in Him. For not Israel only was caught in the net, 
but also the crowds of the Gentiles. For that the message of 
salvation would take possess1on of the whole world, the God of 


all declared by one of the holy prophets, saying of it, © Judg- Hos. x. 4. 


« ment springeth up hke couch-grass® in the furrows of the 


e In the original Hebrew this 
plant is called wan, and nothing can 
be more uncertain than its signiti- 
cation, In the A.V. 1t 1s every- 
where translated * gall,” except Job 
XX, 16, where it is rendered © the 
* poison of asps,” and in this place, 
where we find hemlock : but as it 
gives the same explanation of n2v5 
in Amos vil. 12, which everywhere 
else 18 © wormwood,” probably the 
translators did not intend any stress 
to be laid upon their rendering. 
Celsus considers that the hemlock 
1s really the plant meant ; but QfI- 
mann takes 1t as the aloe, Michaelis 
as darnel, and Gesenius as the 
poppy. The latter rendering I con- 
$1der quite indefensible, as the idea 
that it takes its name from wa", 
caput, 1s a mere fancy, and his view 
that wan on, in Jer. vill. 14, 1x. 14, 
XXIll. 15, 18 opium, is warranted 
neither by the language, nor by any 
known use of this drug, which is 
rather wyrev0ns, the luller of s8or- 
row, than its aggravator. 'The Chal- 
dee paraphrase generally follows the 
rendering in Job, and explains as 
* the poison of serpents :” while the 
LXX. almost constantly translate 
wx" by xoNn, and n2v5 by mip. 
In opposition to their rendering we 
have only this passage, where evi- 
dently some fast-growing plant is 


Sigmified, but where they make no 
attempt to connect 1t with its pre- 
vious meaning, but render by a- 
ypwoTts, a word apparently used by 
them simply for grass, as they 80 
translate xw7 Deut. xxxui. 2, and 
2wvyp Mich. v. 7: and in hike manner 
the Syriac version, passing by its 
rendering in all other places, as 
*bitterness,” and in Jer. as © bitter 
* waters” gives [Uo ol ut vepre- 
tum, *asathicket.” Jerome takes wan 
as signifying here also © amaritudo,” 
but gives an exact account of &ypw- 
ors, which he translates by * gra- 
men,” in these words ; Est genus 
herbe calamo s1mile, que per 8in- 
gula genicula, fruticem sursum, et 
radicem mittit deorsum : rursus- 
que ips1l frutices et virgulta alte- 
ris herba& seminaria sunt : atque 
ita in breyi tempore, 81 non 1mis 
radicibus effodiatur, totos agros ve- 
prium 81miles facit. Denique etiam 
81 81cca ejus aliqua pars, dummodo 
geniculum habeat, super cultam 
terram ceciderit, omnia replet gra- 
mine. 'This explanation exactly tal- 
lies with the meaning given in Lid- 
dell and Scott from the Interpp. ad 
Fheophrastum, as fritzcum repens, 
or © couch-grass ;* and I have there- 
fore 80 rendered the Syriac word 
used here, viz. [\2. 
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* field.” For lke as the conch-grass springs up mn the 
furrows that are left without cultivation, and takes possess810n 
of them, and spreads everywhere, constantly adyancing on- 
wards, 80 in an exactly similar manner has judgment, that 1s 
to 8ay, the grace that justifieth the world as declared in the 
saving tidings of the Gospel, taken possession of every city and 
place. 

Besides these twelve therefore, there were also seventy 
others appointed by Christ. And again a type of this was 
prefigured in the words of Moses. For at God's command he 
also chose seventy, and God sent the Spirit upon those who 
had been chosen. And yet again, we find the twelve disciples, 
and these seventy also, indicated to us by the shadow of the 
law. For it is thus written in the Exodus concerning the 
children of Israel; © And they came to Marah*f: and the 
* people could not drink the waters of Marah ; for they were 
* bitter. And Moses cried unto the Lord, and the Lord 
*« ghewed him a tree; and he cast it into the waters, and the 
© waters were made s8weet.” Now Marah, when translated, 
means bitterness ; and 1s taken by us as a type of the law. 
For the law was bitter, in that 1t punished with death. And 
of this Paul is witness, saying, © He that hath despised Moses' 
« law 1s put to death without mercy at the mouth of two or 
* three witnesses.” It was bitter therefore, and unendurable 
to those of old time, and was unacceptable on this account, just 
as were also those bitter waters. But it als0 was s8weetened 
by the precious cross, of which that tree there shewn by God 
to the blessed Moses was a type. For now that the shadow 
has changed to the spiritual contemplation, we behold with the 
eyes of the mind the mystery of Christ, that lay hid in the 
types of the law. Although therefore the law was bitter, it 
has now ceased to be 80 any longer. 

« And after Marah, they came, it 8ays, to Elim.” And Elm 
again when translated means an ascent or 1ncrease. And 
what again was there at Elm! © Twelve wells of water, 1t 
* 8ays, and 8eventy palm trees.” For as we ascend to more 
perfect knowledge,-and hasten onward to spiritual increase, we 


f Although the translator gene- place as found in the Syriac version, 
rally takes the Septuagint text, he and calls it Morat. 
has here preserved the name of this 
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find twelve wells, that is, the holy Apostles : and seventy palm 
trees, those, namely, who were appointed by Christ. And 
very excellently the discipless are compared to wells, and the 
seventy, who were subsequently chosen, to palm trees. For as 
from holy wells we draw from the disciples of our Saviour the 
knowledge of all good : while we praise the seventy also, and, 
s0 to 8peak, call them palms ; for this tree 1s strong-hearted, 
and firm of root, and very fruitful, and constantly grows bexides 
the waters. And such we affirm the saints to be : for their 
mind is pure, and steadfast, and fruitful, and habitually delights 
itself in the waters of knowledge. 

Therefore, to return again to what we were at first saying, 
the Lord © appointed other seventy.” But some may per- 
chance imagine that the former had been dismissed, and de- 
prived of the honours of the apostleship ; and that these were 
promoted in their stead, as being better able to teach than 
they were. To remove therefore 8uch thoughts from our 
minds, He Who knoweth hearts, and is acquainted with things 
to come, even as it were apologized, saying, © The harvest 
* indeed 1s great; but the labourers are few : pray therefore 
* the Lord of the harvest to send forth labourers into His 
* harvest.” For just as lands covered thick with produce, and 
broad and long, require numerous and able labourers ; 80 the 
whole earth, or rather the company of those about to believe 
in Christ, being great and innumerable, required not a few 
teachers, but as many as would suffice for the work. And for 
this reason Christ appointed those who were to be the allies, 
80 to speak, and assistants of the twelve disciples. They went 
therefore on their mission, being sent two and two to every city 
and village, crying, as it were, in the words of John, © Prepare Mak. iii. 3- 
* ye the way of the Lord.” 

But observe this: that while He said, © Pray ye the Lord of 
«© the harvest to send forth labourers into His harvest,”” He 
did it Himself, And yet Who besides is Lord of the harvest, 
that is, of the dwellers on earth, but He Who by nature and 
truly is God. © For to Him belongs the whole earth and its Ps. xxiv. 1, 
* fulness,” as Scripture says: and He is the Creator of all, and 
its Fashioner. But inasmuch as it belongs to the supreme God 

& The reader has probably al- Cyril uses © disciples,” as synony- 
ready noticed how constantly S. mous with © apostles.” 
Nn2 
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alone to send forth labourers, how was it that Christ appointed 
them ? Is He not therefore the Lord of the harvest, and God 
the Father, by Him and with Him, the Lord of all? All things 
therefore are His, and there is nothing of all things which are 
named that belongs to the Father, which 1s not also the Son's. 
For He also said to the Father, © Those whom Thou gavest 
* Me out of the world, Thine they were, and Thou gavest them 
* unto Me.” For, as I said, all those things that belong to 
the Father are declared to be, and are, the property of the 
Son, and He 1s radiant with His Father's. dignities. And the 
glory of the Godhead belongs to Him, not as a thing conferred 
and given Him by another ; but rather He subsists in honours 
which are His by nature, as He also doth Who begat Him. And 
the wise John also aitirins that we all are His, thus saying of 
Him : © TI indeed baptize you in water : but after me cometh 
* He Who 18 mightier than I : He | Whohk] shall baptize you in 
* the Holy Ghost, and in fire. Whose fan is im His hand, and 
« He will cleanse His floor, and will gather the wheat into His 
* garner, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

May it be our lot then as rational wheat, to be carried into 
God's treasure house, even into the mans1ons that are above : 
that there, in company with the rest of the saints, we may enjoy 
the blessings which God bestows in Christ: by Whom, and 
with Whom, to God the Father be praisxe and dominion with 
the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen', 


h 'The pronoun (y) 1s probably an zled both editors. 


error, not being supported by any 
MS. authority, nor read elsewhere 
in the Syriac. 

i 'The passage in which $, Cyril 
compares the seventy disciples to 
the palm trees in Khim, 1s contained 
in a brief form both m Mat and 
Cramer, but ascribed by the latter 
to Titus of Bostra, Another pas- 
8age, rightly assigned by Cramer to 
Cyril, but at the end of which the 
Catenist has referred his readers to 
his collections on St. Matthew's 
(z0spel for the explanation of Luke 
x, 2, 7, and 16, has evidently puz- 


Mai puts one 
full stop between the verb Tpoeypa- 
<Gero, and Ta axoYovla its nomi- 
native case: but Cramer puts two 
tull stops, and begins the verb with 
a capital letter. Nor 1s this by any 
means a 8olitary instance on the 
part of this latter editor, of his 
punctuation rendering his text un- 
intelligible. (CF. 1. p. 85, last three 
lines.) In his next page, he again 
contains a passage belonging to 
Cyril, but given under the name 
of Titus of Bostra : followed by one 
which really does belong to this 
writer. 
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THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 


SERMON LXI. 


FIT TO BE READ AT THE COMMEMORATIONS 
OF THE APOSTLES. 


Go: behold, I send you as sheep among wolves. 


ALL those who praise the divine and sacred Word cor- 
rectly, and without error, are, we affirm, the allies of the doc- 
trines of truth, and its best teachers ; well knowing how to 
guide whosoever wish to advance in Christ, rightly unto every 
good work, and to the hfe mecorruptible, and to participation 
in the blessings bestowed upon us. Of these most wise Paul 


also declares, that they are © the lights of the world, holding Phil. ii. 15, 


* the word of life.” 

Now of these 1llustrious and famous men the divine disciples 
were the commencement, and stand foremost in order : for 
they had as a schoolmaster Him Who 1s the Giver of all under- 
standing; and Who richly bestoweth His light upon those who 
love Him. For He is the true hight Who 1illumineth the 
heavens, even the powers who are above; and delivereth from 
ignorance and darkness those also upon earth. And observye 
how He made the appointed teachers of all beneath the sun to 
be ready workmen, conspicuous for their earnest zeal, and able 
to win the glory of apostolic victories ; preferring none of this 
world's affairs to the duty of proclamning their sacred message, 
and 80 bravely disposed in their manly mind as to be superior 
to all fear, and no whit terrified at hardships, nor alarmed at 
death itself, when brought upon them for Christ's sxake. For 
« go,” He says: and in this word © go,” He encourages them 
to be courageous ? makes them eagerly desirous of saintly vie- 
tories ; establishes them in the steadfast resistance of all tempt- 
ation ; and permits them not to shrink from the violence of 
persecutions. For just as valiant generals, when the battle 
begins, and the enemy discharge their shafts, encourage those 
under their command bravely to resist the attacking foe, and 
to bear themselves manfully against the enemy ; using 8uch 
words as these ; © Fellow soldiers, let none of these things that 
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* ye 8ce trouble your mind; we are not weak and inexperienced 
* m warfare, but know well the ways of battle: we have coats 
* of mail strongly made; armour and 8words; bows too and 
* darts : by exertion we shall purchase the victory ; stout- 
© heartedness will win for us a right glorious renown :” 80 does 
the Saviour of all, if we may s0 speak, send forth the disciples 
against the hosts of unbelievers, saying, © Go; behold, I send 
« you as sheep among wolves.” 

What sayest Thou O Lord? How can sheep converse with 
wolves! When was a wild beast ever at peace with the sheep ! 
Scarcely can the shepherds protect their flocks by gathering 
them into folds, and shutting them up in enclosures, and fright- 
ening the beasts of prey by the barking of dogs, yea, and even 
themselves fighting in their defence, and running risks to pro- 
tect the more weakly members of their flock. How then does 
He command the holy Apostles, who are guileless men, and if 
we may 80 speak, sheep, to seek the company of wolves, and 
go to them of their own accord ? Is not the danger manifest ! 
Are they not set as a ready prey for their attacks! How can 
a sheep prevail over a wolf! How can one 80 peaceful vanquish 
the savageness of -beasts of prey! Yes, He says, for they al: 
have Me as their Shepherd : small and great; people and 
princes; teachers and taught. I will be with you and aid you, 
and deliver you from all evil. I will tame the savage beasts ; 
I will change wolves into sheep ; I will make the persecutors 
become the helpers of the persecuted : and those who wrong 
My ministers I will make to be sharers in their pious designs. 
For I make and unmake all things, and there is nothing that 
can resist My will. 

And that this was the actual result, we may see in instances 
whuch really occurred. For the divine Paul was a blasphemer, 
and persecutor, more injurious and cruel than any wolf against 
those who believed in Christ. Did he then persist in this con- 
duct? Did he continue to be a wolf even unto the end ? Far 
from 1t: for he was called by Christ, and experienced an 
unlooked for change. He who in old time was a wolf became 
more gentle than a lamb; and preached the faith which once he 
persecuted. And a change 80 unexpected in its manner was 
the wonder cf all men, and Christ was glorified, Who had 
changed him from a beast of prey into a lamb. And this the 
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divine Jacob had in his blessings before announced concerning 
him : © Benjamin 1s'a ravening wolf : in the morning he shall Gen. xlix. 
« eat flesh: and in the evening divide victual.” For the wise *” 
Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin, and, at first, he resisted 
those who believed in Christ hke a ravening wolf ; but when a 
short time had elapsed, a space, 80 to s8peak, as from morning 
to evening, he divided victual. For he taught and preached 
Jegus: and to those that as yet were babes 1n intellect he 
offered milk ; but set before the full grown strong meat. In 
the morning therefore he eats flesh, and in the evening divides 
victual. 

And thus much then briefly respecting the blessed Paul : 
but let us next discuss from a similar point of view the calling 
of nations. Let us see whether they too also were not at one 
time beasts of prey, and fiercer than wolves against the min- 
isters of the gospel message of salvation, but were transformed 
unto the gentleness and guilelessness which are by Chnist's 
help. They too persecuted the holy apostles, not 80 much hke 
men struggling with wolves, as like beasts of prey, raging 
savagely against sheep. And though they wronged them not, 
but rather called them to salvation, they stoned them, they 
imprisoned them, they persecuted them from city to city. And 
yet those, who thus acted at first, afterwards became gentle 
and gutleless, and hke the sheep which once they persecuted. 

And who else accomplisheth all these things but Jesus Christ 
our Lord? For He also it is © Who hath broken down the Fph. ii. 14. 
* fence wall that was in the middle, abolishing the law of com- 
* mandments contained in doctrines; Who hath made the two 
* nations into one new man; Who hath made peace, and re- 
* conciled both in one body unto the Father.” For that there 
have been joined unto the faith in concord and unity of mind 
and will, the savage in company with the gentle; the impure 
and sin-stained with the saints ; those, that is, of the herds 
of the Gentiles with those of Israel who believed; the prophet 
Isaiah shews, thus speaking in the Spirit : © And the wolf shall 1s. xi. 6. 
« graze with the lamb ; and the leopard rest with the kid ; 
* and the bear and the cow shall graze together ; and the ox 
*and the lion eat provender together, and their young ones 
* hall be with one another.” Consider, my beloved, and un- \ 
derstand that those who were xanctified by faith did not con- 
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form to the habits of the heathen, but on the contrary those 
who were called of the heathen conformed to them. For such 
beasts as the wolf and lion, the bear and leopard, are eaters of 
flesh ; but those animals which are of a gentle nature, kids and 
lambs, and steers, feed upon grass. But those beasts of prey, 
he says, shall graze with these gentle ones, and eat their food. 
It 18 not therefore the gentle ones who have conformed to the 
habits of the savage : but, on the contrary, as I said, the 
Savage who have mtated them. For they have abandoned 
their cruel disposition for the gentleness that becometh saints, 
and been changed by Christ, so that the wolves have become 
lambs; for He 1t 18 Who hath made them gentle, and united, 
as I said, the two nations unto a mind full of the love of God. 
And this of old the hierophant Moses cried out, saying, © Re- 
* joice, ye nations, with His people ; ascribe majesty unto God.” 
Let us therefore exalt Him and honour Him with praises 
because of the Saviour and Lord of all: by Whom and with 
Whom to God the Father be praisxe and dominion, with the 
Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXIL 


FiT TO BE READ AT THE COMMEMORATIONS OF TEE 
APOSTLES. 


Carry neither purse, nor 8crip, nor s8hoes ; and ask not the C. x. 4-7. 
, unde 8, 
peace of any one by the way. And into whatsoever house 
ye enter, first 8ay, Peace to this house. And if there be <iotpxnobe 
there onek worthy of peace, your peace hall rest upon Q,oxeme 
him ; but if not, it shall return to you. And in that BGT. 
| j , + i 6 R . 6 vids Bs. 
house remain, eating and drinking of their things : for gm. 8 GST. 
the labourer is worthy of his hire. Change not from house 


to house. 


THE prudent and skilful bee visits the flowers in every field 
and meadow, and gathering the dew that has settled upon 
them, 80 makes sweet honey. And Solomon leads us to imitate 
her conduct, saying, © Draw near to the bee, and learn how in- Prov. vi. 8. 
« dustrious $he is, and how excellent is her workmanship, (Pt) 
« She 1s beloved, therefore, and praised by every man, and 
* her labours kings and private persons employ for their 
* health.” Come, therefore, and let us also, wandering, as it 
were, around some intellectual meadow, gather the dew let fall 
by the Holy Ghost upon the divine message of the Gospel, 
that 80 being enriched in mind we may bring forth the spi- 
ritual honey, even the word profitable and useful to all who 
thirst after the communication of the divine doctrines, whether 
they be noble and illustrious, or obscure and private persons 
in a humble rank of life. For it 1s written, © Good words are Prov. xvi. - 
*« as honeycomb; and their sweetness is healing to the soul.” *+ 


k Literally, © a 8on of peace;”” a 80n of likeness ; connatural, a 80n 
the Syriac with all the best MSS. of his nature ; brought up together, 
rejecting the article. It is, more- ovvrpopos, a 80n of his bringing up; 
over, written in one word [\2>.82.2. a fellow-heir, a 80n of his inherit- 
Similar instances of this idiom are, ance, &c. 'The translators of the 
LazzD « man, literally, a s0n of A. V. do not 8eem to have under- 
man ; [\>.#2.2 immediately, liter- stood this, as they translate, ** your 
ally, 80n of the hour. So also a * peace $hall res: upon it,” the 
counsellor is a 80n of counsel; a house: whereas Christ's peace rests 
Secretary, a 80n of the secret ; like, upon the man who is worthy of 1t. 
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Now these fair and good words, what else are they than those 
certainly which Christ spake unto us, making those who love 
Him skilful by repeated teaching in virtuous pursmts! For 
take here also as a proof of what I have said the sense of the 
passage just read to us. © Carry,” it says, © neither purse, 
* nor 8crip, nor shoes.” Consider, I pray you, here again the 
nature of the pathway of apostohc virtue set before them. 
For it was right that they who were to be the Iights and 
teachers of all beneath the heaven, should learn it from no 
other than from Him Who is the Word that came down from 
above—from heaven : the fountain of wisdom and intellectual 
light ; from Whom cometh all understanding, and the know- 
ledge of every thing that is good. What, then, He requires 
of them is, that in preaching to men everywhere the Word 
that He spake, and in calling the inhabitants of the whole 
earth to salvation, they should travel about without purse, or 
SCrIp, or shoes; and journey rapidly from city to city, and 
from place to place. And let no man on any account say that 
the object of His teaching was to make the holy Apostles re- 
fuse the use of the ordinary articles of equipment. For what 
good would it do them, or what harm, to have shoes on their 
feet, or go without them! But what He does wish them 
to learn by this command, and to endeavour to practice 18 cer- 
tainly this, that they must lay all thought of their sustenance 
upon Him, and call to remembrance the saint who said, © Cast 
* thy care upon the Lord, and He $hall feed thee.” For He 
giveth the saints what is needful for hfe, nor speaketh He 
falsely where He saith, © Be ye not anxious for yourselves 
* as to what ye shall eat, and what drink : nor for your body, 
* what clothing ye shall wear : for your Father knoweth that 
« ye have need of all these things. But eek first His right- 
© eousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

For verily 1t was fitting and necessary that those who were 
adorned with apostolic honours, shonld have a mind free from 
covetousness, and altogether averse from the receiving of pifts, 
and content, on the contrary, with what God provides. © For 
* the love of money is the root of all evils” as Scripture 
declares. They, therefore, in every way must be free and 
exempt from that which 1s the root and nourisher of all evils, 
and must expend, 80 to say, all their zeal upon their necessary 


duties, not being exposed to Satan's attack, as taking with 
them no worldly wealth, but despising the things of the flesh, 
and desiring only what God wills. 
For just as brave s0ldiers when they go out to battle carry 
nothing with them but svch equipments only as are suitable 
for war, 80 also 1t was right that those who were sent out by 
Christ to carry aid to the world, and wage war in behalf of 
all who were in danger against the © world-rulers of this dark- Eph. vi, 12. 
* ness,” yea, and against Satan himself, should be free from 
the distractions of this world, and from all worldly anxiety ; 
that being tightly girt, and clad in spiritual armour, they 
might contend mightily with those who resisted the glory of 
Christ, and had made all beneath the heaven their prey. For 
they had caused its inhabitants to worship the creature instead 
of the Creator, and to offer religious service to the elements of 
the world. Armed, therefore, with the shield of faith, and the Eph. vi. 16. 
breastplate of righteousness, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
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is the Word of God, they must prove themselves invincible 
antagonists to their enemies ; and not drag after them a heavy 
load of things worthy of blame and condemnation : such as are 
the love of wealth and hoards of base gains, and eagerness 
after them : for these things turn aside the mind of man from 
that behaviour which pleaseth God, and permit it not to mount 
upward to Him, but humble it rather to feelings set upon dust, 
and earthly things. 

In enjoining them, therefore, to take neither scrip nor purse, 
nor, moreover, to trouble themselves about shoes, He clearly 
teaches them that his commandment requres them to abandon 
all carnal wealth, and that His wish is that they should be free 
from every impediment in entering upon the duty to which 
they were especially called, of preaching, namely, His mystery 
to men everywhere, and of winning unto salvation those who 
were entangled in the nets of destruction. 

And to this He adds that © they! were not to ask of the 


| 'This is not a different reading word for salutation is aoTaGopat, 
from the Greek text, but the 8ub- amplecti : in Rome they said Salve, 
stitution of the customs of the East Be well, whence Saluto :; and in the 
for those of Greece. In Greece Eavst they asked of one another's 
when friends met they embraced peace, 2 Kings ix. 22; whence the 
one another, and therefore their phrase in the text. In the present 
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« peace of any one by the way.” But what harm would this 
have done the holy apostles? Come, therefore, come, and 
let us 8ee the reason why it was not right for them to offer 
greeting to those that met them. Thou doubtless wilt say that 
it was because it might sometimes happen that those who met 
them were not believers: and that therefore 1t would not 
have been right for those who were ignorant of Him Who by 
nature and verily is God to be blessed by them. What, there- 
fore, do we say to this? Does it not then seem an incredible 
Supposition that this was the reason why they were com- 
manded not to ask of the peace of any one by the way! For 
they were sent forth © not 0 much to call the righteous as 
* ginners to repentance.” And how, therefore, was it not 
fitting that they who were about to enlighten all who were m 
darkness, and to bring them unto the acknowledgment of the 
truth, should rather use gentleness and great kindliness 1n- 
stead of roughly withdrawing themselves from associating with 
them, and even refusing to ask of their health ? For certainly 
with other good qualities, gentleness of address becometh 
the saints, and greetings, provided they are made m a fitting 
manner. And, moreover, those who met them would, of 
course, Sometimes not be unbehevers, but men of their own 
persuaslon, or who had already been enlightened, and to 
whom 1t would ever be their duty to offer an acknowledgment 
of love by a kindly greeting. 

What, therefore, does Christ teach by this! He does not 
enjoin them to be rude, nor command them to lay stress upon 
the not making salutation: 8uch conduct He rather teaches them 
to ayoid. But 1t 1s not a thing unbefitting to 8uppose that when 


day Orientals greet by saying, Peace to look favourably upon the labours 
be to you; to which the answer is, of the Apostles, or they might even 
And to you peace: Cf. also John have publicly acknowledged their 
Xx. 20: 1t 1s thus that the word for convictions, and been received into 
peace, Salaam, has become equiva- the church by baptizgm. That $- 
lent with us to salutation. TiC constantly has this meaning is 

m 'The use of this conjunction well known, and the Pexchito, 
leads to the conclusion that © by which often is rather a paraphrase 
* having been enlightened” is meant than a translation, renders <@r7:- 
having been baptized : and thus two ovevras in Heb. vi. 4. by © who 
Stages of feeling would be marked © have gone down to baptism ;” and 
in those who might meet them; in Heb. x. 32. by © ye have received 
they might either be men disposed * baptism.” 
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the disciples were travelling about among the cities and vil- 
lages, to instruct men everywhere in the 8acred doctrines, they 
might wish to do this, perhaps, not with haste, but, s0 to 
speak, in a loitering manner, making deviations from the road, 
and permitting themselves to pay visits, because they wished 
to see 80Me one or other as being an acquaintance or friend, 
and $0 would waste prodigally m unnecesxary matters the 
fitting time for preaching. With great industry, therefore, 
8ays He, be zealous in delivering your sacred message ; grant 
not to friendship an unprofitable delay, but let that which 1s 
well pleasing to God be preferred by you to all other things : 
and 80 practising an irresistible and unhampered dihgence, 
hold fast to your apostolic cares. 


Besides this He further commanded them © not to give Mat. vii. 6. 


© holiness to dogs, nor again to cast the pearls before swine,” 
by bestowing upon unbelevers their society in lodging with 
them : they were rather to grant it to such as were worthy of 
having it deigned them, by being sons of peace, and yielding 
obedience to their message. For it would have been a most 
disgraceful act for them to wish to be intimate with any 
who were till resisting Christ's glory, and guilty of the charge 
of ungodliness. *© For what part hath the behever with 
* the unbeliever?” For how could those who had not as yet 
even listened to their words, but made their instruction, how- 
ever worthy it was of being embraced, an occasion sometimes 
even of ridicule, receive them as meriting their admiration ! 
So too at Athens some once ridiculed the divine Paul. For he 


indeed taught them * that God dwelleth not in temples made Acts xvii. 
*« with hands,” being incorporeal and infinite, and That Which + 


filleth all, but is contained by none: and declared that he 
preached unto them © Him Whom though they knew Him not, 
* they imagined they rightly worshipped.” But they being 
given up to supercihiousness, and greatly priding themselves on 
their fluent tongue, said in their folly, © What would this seed- 
** picker” say? For he $eemeth to be a setter forth of 


n S, Cyril explains orTeppod6yos applied by the Athenians contempt- 
m almost the 8ame terms as Theo- uously to the worthless fellows who 
phylact, and others of the Fathers. hung about the market-place to pick 
Casaubon, however, from Eusta- up any thing that might fall : and 
thius, has shewn that the word was hence the explanations given in Sui- 
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** foreign gods.” Seed-picker was the name they gave to a 
worthless bird, whose habit it was to pick up the seeds scat- 
tered on the roads: and in comparing to it the divine Paul, 
these foolish men were ridiculing the word of salvation then 
offered them. 

Christ therefore commanded them to lodge with the sons of 
peace, and to eat at their cost, affirming that this was by a just 
decree; * for a labourer, He says, is worthy of his hire.” And 
therefore, let not any of those who acknowledge the truth, dis- 
regard or be careless of the duty of honouring the saints : for 
they bless us, when © sowing to us things spiritual, they reap 
* of us things carnal :” and © the Lord als commanded that 
* those who preach the gospel shall hve of the gospel :** smce 
also according to the law of Moses, © those who offered sacri- 
* fices shared with the altar.” And let those who are careless 
of honouring the s8aints, and 1]I1berally close the hand, be as- 
Sured that they are deprived of their blessing. But may 1t be 
our lot to be partakers of the blessing -prepared for them with 
God, by offering to them as fruit whatever we possess; and by 
feeling pleasure in 80 doing ; © for Christ loveth a cheerful 
giver :” by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be 
praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 
Amen®, 


das and Hesychius of evpo\6yos and the Catenist has interpolated an il- 
ÞXvapos. And in this sense it is lustration of our Lord's command 
taken in the A. V. to the disciples by referring to 

0 Scarcely any of this part of the Elisha's similar instruction to Ge- 
commentary has been discovered by hazi to salute no one hy the way, 
Mai ; he has however a very short when s&ent to visit the Shunamite's 
s8ummary of this sermon, in which dead son, 2 Kings iv. 29. 
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SERMON LUXIIL 


He that heareth you, heareth Me : and he that rejecteth you, C. x. 16. 


rejecteth Me: and whosoever rejecteth Me, rejecteth Him 
That sent MeP. 


THOSE who adorn thrones of earthly royalty, and possess 
Supreme authority, when they wish to render fitting men 
illustrious with this world's dignities, send them in the missives 
on winch the decree commanding their appointment 1s 1in- 
sribed, a declaration of their praiseworthiness. And this we 
find that Christ did. For consider how great was the authority 
He gave the holy apostles, and in what manner He declared 
them to be praiseworthy, and adorned with the highest ho- 
nours. For let us search the sacred Scripture, even the trea- 
sure of the written words of the Gospel : let us there see 
the greatness of the authority given unto them. © He that 
* heareth you,” He says, © heareth Me : and he that rejecteth 
* you, rejecteth Me : and he that rejecteth Me, rejecteth Him 
** That sent Me.” O what great honour ! What incomparable 
dignities! O what a gift worthy of God ! Though but men, 
the children of earth, He clothes them with a godlike glory ; 
He entrusts to them His words, that they may be condemned 
who in ought rexist, or venture to reject them : for when they 
are rejected He assures them that He it is Who suffers this ; 
and then again He shews that the guilt of this wickedness, as 
being committed against Him, mounts up to God the Father. 
See, therefore, see with the eyes of the mind, to how vast a 
height He raises the sin committed by men in rejecting the 
Saints! What a wall He builds around them ! How great secu- 
rity He contrives for them ! He makes them such as must be 
feared, and in every way plainly provides for their being 
uninured, 

And there is yet another way in which thou mayest attain to 


P S, Cyril has passed over with- Christ's teaching. On several other 
out notice, vv. 8—15, containing the occasions he has similarly omitted 
denouncement of the woes upon passages, probably as having been 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper- explained by him in his other com- 
naum, for not having received mentaries. 
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the meaning of what is 8aid by Christ. *© For he,” He says, 
« who heareth you, heareth Me.” He gives those who love 
instruction the assurance, that whatsoever is s8aid respecting 
Him by the holy apostles or evangelists, is to be received neces- 
sarily without any doubt, and to be crowned with the words of 
truth. For he who heareth them, heareth Christ. For the 
blessed Paul also said; © Or seek ye proof of Christ That 
« speaketh in Me!” And moreover Christ Himself somewhere 
sa1d to the holy disciples ; © For it 1s not ye that speak, but 
*« the Spirit of your Father that s8peaketh in you.” For Christ 
speaketh in them by the consubstantial Spirit. And if it be 
true, and plainly 1t 1s true, that they speak by Christ, how can 
that man err from what 1s fitting who affirms, that he who doth 
not hear them, doth not hear Christ, and that he who re- 
Jecteth them rejecteth Christ, and with Him the Father. 
Inevitable therefore 1s the guilt decreed against the wicked 
heretics, who reject the words of the holy apostles and evan- 
gelists, and pervert them to that meaning only which without 
due examination seems to them to be right. These fall from 
the straight way, and wander from the doctrines of piety, 
* deceiving, and being deceived.” For while, so to speak, they 
have bidden farewell to the sacred Scriptures, © they speak of 
© their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord,” as 
Scripture saith. For though the blessed evangelist John wrote 
to us, that *in the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
* was with God, and the Word was God;” they drag to the 
exact opposite both the tenet concerning Him, and the quota- 
tion which proves it: saying that the only begotten Word of 
God was not in the beginning, nor very God, and that He was 
not even with God; that is, in union with Him by nature, 
inasmuch as He Who 1s incorporeal cannot be imagined to be 
in any place. These most audacious men even say that He 
was made, and measure out for Him such glory as they for- 
00th please : for they elevate Him above created things, as 
far as the language goes of praisxe. And in inventing for Him 
this mere and naked mayesty, they imagine that they are doing 
something wise, or even Plous : not understanding that if in 
any respect He be regarded as a created being, it4 avails Him 


q Namely, the position invented 
for our Lord by the Anans, who 


considered Him greater than all 
created beings, but less than God. 
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nothing for the proof of His being really God : and that if in 
any respect He be made, and His nature smilar to that (of 
things which are made), that then 1t follows, as they (virtually) 
affirm, that He was not in the beginning. For one who 1s 
made is not without beginning. How therefore does the wise 


Paul say, © By Him the Father made the worlds!” For if He Heb. i. 2. 


were created, He had, as I said, a beginning of existence, and 
there must have been a time previous to His existence : and 
there must have been a time also, in which even the Father 
apparently was not that which the name signifies, but on the 
contrary, not a Father at all by nature. The word therefore 
that has come to us concerning Him 1s untrue, as also 1s 


that respecting the Son; and both forsooth are falsely 80 
called. 


And how then, I pray, can we believe the Son in saying, * I John xiv.6. 


am the Truth ;” for how 1s He the truth, Who 1s not what His 
name imphes ! Or how must not Paul be false in .his words, 
when he thus writes, © For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Who 
«* was preached unto you by me, and Sylvanus, and Timotheus, 
* was not yea and nay !” For how was He not yea and nay, if 
He 1s s8aid to be God, and is not God by nature? if He is 
called a Son, and was not begotten of the Father? if the 
divinely inspired Scripture saith, that the worlds were made 
by Him, and there was a time before He existed ! if all things 
were brought into being by His means, and He is Himself one 
of them, in that He is regarded as a thing made !? if He is 
called the only begotten, and is not s0 in truth ? For the things 
that have been made, those, I mean, which have been brought 
into existence from non-existence by having been created, are, 
80 to 8peak, akin to one another. 

But we follow not the vain words of these men, in disregard 
of the declarations of the holy apostles and evangelhsts. We 
reject not them, that we may not reject Christ, and with Him 
and by Him the Father. We believe that the Only-begotten 
Word of God is God, and was begotten of God by nature : 


Subsequently, I have inserted, vir- trines are irreconcilable with its 
tually, because S. Cyril does notmean plain meaning. 'This must be borne 
that the Arians rejected the Scrip- in mind all through his argument, 
ture absolutely, but that the legiti- as otherwise it 1s unintelligible, 
mate deductions from their doc- 
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2 Cor. 1.19. 
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John 1. 14, 


Eph, iv. 5. 
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that He is not created ; not made; but the Creator of all : 
and not 80 much in all things, as rather supreme above all 
substantially with the Father. And when again we hear 
John saying, * And the Word became flesh,” we do not falsify 
the expression : we do not use violence to the freeness of the 
the declarations : we do not pervert the mystery of Christ to 
that which is not right. We believe that the Word, though 
He was God, became flesh, that is, man; and not that He 
joined some man unto Him in equal honour: for this some ven- 
ture to say and think, 80 that the Word from God the Father 
is to be regarded by us as one Son by Himself; and He Who 
Sprang from the holy virgin as another beside Him, separately 
and by Himself: for such are the impure inventions of these 
men. We however agree with the divine Paul, who says : 
* There is one Lord; one faith ; one baptism :” for we divide 
not Him Who 1s indivistble, but confess one Christ, the Word, 
Who 1s from God the Father, Who was made man, and incar- 
nate, Whom the heavens worship, and the angels honour : and 
we too with them praisxe Him, crowning Him with divine 
honour, not 80 much as a man Who was made God, but as God 
Who became man. And holding this opinion respecting Him, 
we shall also by His means enter the kingdom of heaven : by 
Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and 
dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXIV. 


And the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the C. x. 17-20. 
devils are 8ubject unto us im Thy Name. And He s8aid waSon 
unto them, 1 beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 

Behold 1 have given you the authority to tread upon 8Cr- Bra 
pents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy, — ar Gs. 
and nothing shall hurt you. But in this rejoice not, that 


the spirits are 8ubject unto you; but reoice that your add. uax- 
names are written un heaven. Aov Bs. 


» 53 Att - — pre TR a hag” 
; ; . * n Neat PINE gr Es in CS EY 6 1a 2 SS 
* Bag tr . ts. 2 - _— api tags t rr penny, Saree ron oy - $6 Oe” Hoes hes Ding bs ire =o DS OE T.. o 
- ph CG _— © as = Hoe! oe of . oy - - hs - 
o R a4 G " * SL . en a SARI 5 4 IP IO, G 2 
£1 2 Coy _ = WO ju -/ . ihe... ame I 94 
F, a ht - , REIN AR ANS TRIES 
£ OI Mey Cs 6 ana Pay re Revo 
"ae op EE IO Reo 


IT is 80mewhere sa1d by one of the holy prophets, © Will the Amos iti. 7. 
« Lord God do anything without revealing the teaching thereof 
* to His servants the prophets!” For the God of all made 
known to the holy prophets those things which were here- 
after to take place, in order that they might previously declare 
them, that 80 they night not be disbelieved, when in due time 
what had been foretold arrived at its fulfilment. And those 
who will may see that what we have now affirmed 1s true, even 
from the present lessons. © For the seventy” it 8ays, © returned 
«with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject to us 
«in Thy Name.” For first of all the twelve disciples had 
been appointed, holy and elect men, and worthy of all admi- 
ration, But inasmuch as, according to Christ's declaration, 
* the harvest indeed was great, but the labourers few,” He Luke x. 2. 
further, in addition to those first chosen, © appointed seventy 
* others, and sent them to every village and city of Judea 
* before His face,” to be, that is to 8ay, His forerunners, and 
to preach the things that belonged to Him. 

And in sending them, He ennobled them with the grace of 
the Holy Ghost, and crowned them with the power of working 
miracles, that they might not be disbeheved by men, nor be 
Supposed to be self-called to the apostleship : just as of old 

i} there were some who prophesied, © though they spake not out Jer. xxiii, 
[ * of the mouth of the Lord,” as Scripture saith, but rather at 

vomited forth lies from their own heart. For God by the 
voice of Jeremiah somewhere also said, at one time, © I have Jer. xxiii. 


* not sent the prophets, yet they ran : I haye not spoken unto ** 
P P 2 
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« them, yet they prophesied :” and again at another ; © The 
* prophets prophexied lies in My name : I sent them not, nei- 
* ther 8pake I unto them; neither had I commanded them.” 
In order, therefore, that men might not subject to such a s8us- 
picion those who were commissioned by Christ, He gave them 
power over unclean spirits, and the ability to perform s1gns. 
For when the divine miracle followed close upon their word, 
no form, either of calumny or of Jewish false-speaking, could 
find a place against them. For they were convicted of accusing 
them without reason, or rather of choosing to fight against 
God. For to be able to work miracles is posslble for no man, 
unless God give him the power and authority thereunto. The 
grace of the Spirit therefore witnessed of those who had been 
ent, that they were not persons who ran of themselves, nor 
self-called to the duty of speaking concerning Christ ; but that, 
on the contrary, they had been appointed to be the ministers 
of His message. 

The authority, however, which they bore to reprove eyll 
Spirits, and the power of crushing Satan, was not given them 
that they might themselves s0 much be regarded with admi- 
ration, as that Christ might be glorified by their means, and 
be believed on by those whom they taught, as by nature God, 
and the Son of God; and invested with 80 great glory and 8u- 
premacy and might, as to be even able to bestow upon others 
the power of trampling Satan under their feet. 

But they, it says, in that they were counted worthy of s0 great 
grace, © returned rejoicing, and saying, Lord, even the devils 
© are subject to us in Thy name.” For they confess the au- 
thority of Him Who honoured them, and wonder at the supre- 
macy and greatness of His power. But they seem to have re- 
Joiced, not 80 much because they were ministers of His mes- 
8age, and had been counted worthy of apostolic honours, as 
because they had wrought miracles : but it would have been 
better for them to have reflected, that He gave them the power 
to work miracles, not that they might be regarded by men 
with admiration on this account, but rather that what they 
preached might be beheved, the Holy Ghost bearing them 
witness by divine 8igns. It would have been better, there- 
fore, had they manifestly rejoiced on account of those ra- 
ther who had been won by their means, and had made this 
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a cause of exultation. Just as also the very wise Paul gloried 


in those who had been called by his means, saying, * My joy Phil. iv. r. 


« and my crown.” But they said nothing at all of this kind, 
but rejoiced only in that they had been able to crush Satan. 
And what is Christ's reply ! © I saw Satan fall like hght- 
« ning from heaven.” That Is, © I am not unaware of this : for 
* inasmuch as ye set out upon this journey, 80 to speak, by My 
« will, ye have vanquished Satan. © I saw him fall like lghtmng 
«« from heaven.” And this means that he was cast down from 
on high to earth: from overweening pride to humiſiation: from 
glory to contempt : from great power to utter weakness. And 
the saying 1s true: for before the coming of the Saviour, he 
possessed the world : all was subject to him, and there was no 
man able to escape the meshes of his overwhelming might : he 
was worshipped by every one : everywhere he had temples and 
altars for sacrifice, and an innumerable multitude of worship- 


pers. But because the Only-begotten Word of God has come - 


down from heaven, he has fallen ike hghtning : for he who of 
old was bold and supercilious, and who vied with the glory of 
Deity ; he who had as his worshippers all that were in error, 
Is put under the feet of those that worshipped him. Is it not 
then true, that he has fallen from heaven to earth, by having 
suffered 80 great and terrible an overthrow !? 

Who then 1s He That hath destroyed his might, and hum- 
bled him to this misery ? Plainly it was Christ. And this 
He announced to us in the words, © Behold, I have given you 
* the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and upon 
*all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you.” 
* But, O Lord, some one may reply, behold already we rejoice 
*1n the glory and grace bestowed upon us by Thee : for we have 
* acknowledged that even the devils are subject to us in Thy 
*name. And how then dost Thou proclaim to those who know 
* 1t, and have openly acknowledged it, © Behold I have given you 
** the authority to tread upon serpents and scorplons !*? ? 
Yes, He saith, I have carefully on purpose called you to the 
remembrance of those things which lo! already ye know, that 
ye may not be carried away with the ignorance of the Jews, 
who, not understanding the mystery of My incarnation, ap- 


proach Me as a mere man, and persecute Me, saying, © Why John x. 33. 


* dost Thou, being a man, make Thyself God ?” And yet it was 
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Acts iv. 33, 


Eph. vi. 12, 


Ps. Ixxiv. 


I3. 


Ps. Ixxx1x. 


I5, 
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rather their duty, He says, to have known, that not ** as being 
*Aa man,” to use their words, I aftirm of Myself that I am 
God ; but rather that being by nature God, I have put on the 
form of a slave, and appear on earth as a man like unto you. 
And what 1s the proof of these things? © Behold, I have given 
** you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions.” But 
it was not the act of a mere man, nor of one such as we are, 
to bestow on others an authority 80 glorious and admirable, as 
for them to be able to tread upon all the power of the enemy : 
rather 1t was a deed suitable to God alone, Who is supreme 
over all, and crowned with surpassing honours. 

It is capable also of being explained in another way. For 
thus He leaves them no excuse for giving way to cowardice, 
but rather requires of them to be very hearty and courageous. 
For such ought those to be who are ministers of the divine 
word : not subject to tinidity, nor overpowered by sloth, but 
preaching © with great power,” as Scripture saith, and bold in 
pursuing after those who are drawn up in array against them, 
and bravely struggling against the enemy; as having Christ to 
help them, Who will als humble the impure powers of evil 
under thei feet, and with them even Satan himself. What man 
is there more powerful than * the world-rulers of darkness,” 
or than that wicked serpent and prince of evil! He therefore 
who © brake the heads of the dragons,” how can He be too 
weak to save them from the attacks of any of this world's in- 
habitants ! Not without benefit, therefore, did Christ proclaim 
to His disciples : © Behold I have granted you to tread on ser- 
« pents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.” 

But He also further benefits them by immediately adding ; 
* But in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you ; 
* but rather rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
* Pust Thou not, O Lord, permit those who have been honoured 
© by Thee to rejoice in ther honours ! And yet it is written of 
* those who were appointed to the apostleship : © They shall 
*& walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance, and 1m Thy 
*© name $hall they exult all the day, and in Thy righteousness 
*« shall they be exalted. For Thou art the glory of their 
*« $trength, and in Thy good pleasure shall our horn be ex- 
*« alted.” How then didst Thou command them not to rejoice 
* in the honour and glory which Thou didst Thyself bestow ?” 
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What can we say to this! I answer, that Christ raises them 
to something greater, and commands them to account 1t their 
glory that their names were written in heaven. For it 1s of 


the saints that God is thus addressed, © And in Thy book they Pa CXXAiX, 
I'D, 


« are all written.” 

But besides, to rejoice solely in the fact that they were able 
to work miracles, and crush the herds of demons, was hkely 
to produce in them possibly the desire also of vainglory :—and 
the neighbour, s0 to speak, and Kkinsfellow of this pass1on con- 
stantly is pride, Most usefully, therefore, does the Saviour of 
all rebuke the first boasting, and quickly cuts away the root, 
80 to speak, that had sprung up in them of the base love of 
glory, imitating good husbandmen, who, immediately that they 
See a thorn s8pringing up in their pleasure® grounds or gardens, 
tear 1t up with the teeth of the mattock, before it strike its 
root deep. 

Even though, therefore, we receive some gift from Christ 
not unworthy of admiration, we must not think too highly of 
it, but rather make the hope prepared for us our cause of re- 
joicing, and that our names are written in the companies of the 
8aints, by Christ's gift, the Saviour of us all, Who, from His 
love to man bestows, with all begides that we have, this also 
upon us : by Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father 
be praisxe and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 


r Literally, © the paradise,” a * the pleasure ground immediately 
word borrowed from the Persian *© attached to a house.” 
language, and exactly signifying 
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SERMON LXV. 


In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Ghost, and 
8aid, I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of the heaven and the 
earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the uwnse and 
prudent, and revealed them unto babes. Even 80, Father ; 
for 80 it was good in Thy ﬆ$19ht. 


ONE of the holy prophets has said ; © Whoever thirst, come 
ye to the waters.” For he sends us to the writings of the holy 
Evangelists as to fountains of water. For just as © waters are 
*« pleasant to the thirsty soul,” as Scripture saith, 80 to the 
mind that loveth instruction 1s the life-giving knowledge of the 
mysteries of our Saviour. Let us, therefore, draw from the 
8acred springs the living and life-giving waters, even those that 
are rational and spiritual. Let us take our fill : and weary not 
in thy drinking : for in these things more than enough 1s stall 
for edification : and greediness 18 great praise. What then it 
was the Saviour 8aid :—That fountain which came down from 
heaven, That river of delight, —we learn from what has here 
been read to us. * In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in the 
« Holy Ghost, and said,” — Whosoever then loveth instruction, 
must approach the words of God not carelessly, and without 
earnestness ; but, on the contrary, with eagerness : for it 1s 
written, © That for every one that taketh care, there 1s some- 
* thing over.” Let us, therefore, examine them, and especially 
what is meant by the express1on, that He © rejoiced in the 
« Holy Ghost.” 

The Holy Ghost then proceedeth from God the Father as 
from the fountain ; but 1s not foreign from the Son : for every 
property of the Father belongeth to the Word, Who by nature 
and verily was begotten of Him. Christ saw therefore that 
many had been won by the operation of the Spirit, Whom He 
bestowed on them that were worthy, and whom He had also 
commanded to be ministers of the divine message : He 8aw 
that wonderful sgns were wrought by their hands, and that 
the salyation of the world by Him,—I mean by faith, —had 


| 
[ 
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now begun: and therefore He rejoiced in the Holy Ghost, 
that is, in the works and miracles wrought by means of the 
Holy Ghost. For He had appointed the twelve disciples, 
whom He also called apostles, and after them again seventy 
others, whom He sent as His forerunners to go before Him 
unto every village and city of Judza, preaching Him, and 
the things concerning Him. And He sent them, nobly 
adorned with apostolic dignities, and distinguighed by the 
operation of the grace of the Holy Ghost. © For He gave 
* them power over unclean spirits to cast them out.” They 
then, having wrought many miracles, returned saying, © Lord, 
* eyen the devils are subject unto us in Thy Name.” And 
therefore as I have already said, well knowing that those 
who had been sent by Him had benetited many, and that 
above all others, they had themselves learned by experience 
His glory, He was full of joy, or rather of exultation. For 
being good and loving unto men, and wishing that all should 
be saved, He found His cause of rejoicing in the convers1on of 
those that were in error, in the enlightenment of those that 
were in darkness, and in the answer of the understanding 
to the acknowledgment of His glory, of those who had been 
without knowledge and without instruction. 

What then does He say ! © Father, I contess Thee, Lord of 
* the heaven and the earth.” And these words, © I confess 
** Thee,” He says after the manner of men, instead of, © I 
** accept Thy kindness,” that is, © I praise Thee 5,” For 1t 1s 
the custom of the divinely inspired Scripture to use the word 
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5 As the English translation © I 
thank *” has already obviated the dif- 
ficulty in the original, it may be ne- 
cessary to say, that 1t literally means 
as rendered above, © I confess,” © I 
* make confession to Thee, O Fa- 
* ther :” but as the Greek language 
has no word strictly meaning * to 
'* thank,” the Sept. use this verb to 
express the Hebrew 73711n, gratias 
eqit, laudavit, and hence its use in 
hiblical Greek in this 8ense. The 
Syriac periphrasis is also remark- 
able, being, © I accept thy grace or 
** kindness,” the acceptance of it as 


a favour being 8upposed to convey 
an acknowledgment of gratitude. 
The Latin of Corderius gives the 
general 8ense of the passage very 
correctly : Confiteor 'Tibi, Pater, di- 
cit more hominum, pro gratiam 
agnosco, quare laudo 'Te, gratias 
ago tibi. Solet enim divinitus in- 
gpirata scriptura confesslonis nomen 
secundum talem aliquem modum 
sUmere. Scriptum est enim ; Con- 
fiteantur nomin1 'Tuo magno: et 
iterum ; Confitebor 'Tibi, Domine, 
in toto corde meo. The Greek has 
not been preserved. 
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confession in 8ome $uch way as this. For it is written, that 
* they shall confess, O Lord, Thy great name ; for it 1s terrible 
* and holy.” And again, I will confess Thee, O Lord, with 
* all my heart, and I will tell all Thy wonders.” 

But I perceive again, that the mind of these perverted men 
departs not from its depravity ; and some «* them perhaps will 
object to us the following argument: ©Lo! the Son makes 
* confession of gratitude to the Father : and how must He not 
* be inferior to Him?” But whosoever 1s skilful in defending 
the doctrines of truth may well reply to this : © And what hin- 
* ders, O worthy sir, the Son, though equal in substance, from 
* thanking and praising His Father, tor saving by His means 
+ all beneath the heaven ? Bui if thou thinkest that because of 
* this thanksgiving He 1s inferior to the Father, observe that 
* also which follows; for He calls the Father * Lord of the 
* © heaven and the earth.” But of a certainty the Son of 
Almighty God 1s equally with Him Lord of all, and above all : 
not as being inferior, or different in substance, but as God of 
God, crowned with equal honours, and possessing by right of 
His substance equality with Him in all things. And thus 
much then in auswer to them. 

But let us consider the words which He addresses to His 
Father respecting us and in our behalf. © Thou hast hid, He 
* 8ays, all these things from the wise and pradent, and re- 
*« vealed them unto babes: Yea, O Father, that 80 it seemed 
* good In thy sight.” For God the Father has revealed unto 
us the mystery, which betore the foundations of the world was 
hidden and reserved in sllence with Him : even the Incarnation 
of the Only-begotten, which was foreknown indeed before the 
foundations of the world, but revealed to its inhabitants in the 
last ages of the world. For the blessed Paul writes, that * to 
** me who am the least of all saints, has this grace been given, 
* that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
* riches of Christ ; and clearly teach them all, what is the dis- 
*« pensation * of the mystery that for ages has been hid in God 
++ Who created all.” The great and adorable mystery of our 


= 


t Oicovopia, The reading of the edd. 'There is considerably more 
textus receptus «owora, * fellow- support for its addition of 6a 'Inoov 


* $hip, has scarcely any MS. au- Xpuorod, but far outweighed by the 
thority, and 1s rejected in all modern evidence for its rejection. 
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Saviour was hidden therefore even before the foundations of the 
world, in the knowledge of the Father. And in like manner we 
also were foreknown and foreordained to the adoption of ons. 


And this again the blessed Paul teaches us, thus writing, *Blessed Eph. i. 3. 


© be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus OChrist, Who has 
** blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heaven in Christ, 
* according as He has chosen us in Him before the founda- 
* tions of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
* before Him, having foreordained us in love to the adoption 
* of 8ons by Jesus Christ unto Himself.” To us therefore, as 
unto babes, the Father has revealed the mystery that for ages 
had been Indden and reserved in sllence. 

And yet multitudes of men have preceded us in the world 
past numbering, who, as far as words went, were wise, who 
had a practised and skilful tongue, and beauty of style, and 
grandeur of express10n, and no mean reputation for wisdom : 


but as Paul said, *© They had become empty in their reason- Rom. i. 21. 


* ings, and their foohsh heart was darkened : while professing 
** to be wise, they had made themselves fools, and changed the 
* glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of the image 
* of corruptible man, and into that of birds, and four-footed 
* beasts and reptiles. For this cause they were given up to a 


* reprobate mind ;” * and God made the wisdom of this world 1 Cor. i. 20. 


«to be folly :” neither did He shew unto them the mystery. 


And to us too it 1s written, © Whosoever seemeth to be wise in 1 Cor. iii. 
* this world, let him become foolish, in order that he may become " 


* wise: for the wisdom of this world is foohshness with God.” 
It may truly therefore be affirmed, that he who possesses 
merely and by 1tself the wisdom of the world, is foohsh and 
without understanding before God : but that he who seems to 
be a fool to the wise men of the world, but possesses in his 
mind and heart the light of the true vision of God, is wise 


before God. And Panl again confirms this, saying, © For r Cor. i. 17. 


** Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach : not with 
** wisdom of speech, lest the cross of Christ be made ineffectual. 
** For the speech of the cross is to them who are perishing 
* foolisghness ; but to us who are being saved, it is the power 


* of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the Is xxix.14, 


* wise, and take away the understanding of the prudent.” 


And to others also he sent, saying, © For see your calling, : Cor. i. 26. 
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* brethren : that there are not among you” many wise men 
* after the flesh : nor many mighty, nor many of high birth ; 
* but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, that He 
* may confound the wise.” To those therefore who seemed to 
be foolish, by which is meant, men of an innocent and gwmleless 
mind, and smple as a child in wickedness, the Father hath 
revealed His Son, as being themselves also foreknown and 
foreordained to the adoption of sons. 

Nor is 1t mn my opinion unreasonable to add also the fo]- 
lowing. The Scribes and Pharisees, who held Iigh rank 
among the Jews, as having the reputation of legal learning, 
were regarded as wise men. But they were convicted by the 
very result of not being s0 in reality. For even the prophet 
Jeremiah thus somewhere addressed them : © How say ye, 
* that we are wise, and the word of the Lord is with us? The 
« lying cord * of the seribe 1s for emptiness. The wise men 
* are ashamed ; they fear and are taken : what wisdom 1s in 
« them, because they have rejected the word of the Lord !?” 
Because then they rejected the word of the Saviour, that is, 
the saving message of the Gospel, or in other language, the 
Word of God the Father, Who for our sakes became man, they 
have themselves been rejected. For again the prophet Jere- 


ua With the exception of the Pe- 
schito, I am not aware of any other 


case tO kara xuvvy. 


x | have no doubt that the LXX. 


authority for the reading © among 
** you,” which otherwise however 
makes a very good sense, © Observe 
* that in your company, forming the 
* Christian church at Corinth, ye do 
* not find many men distinguished 
* either for wealth, power, or I- 
* neage, but principally the poor 
* and ignoble.* Most probably the 
translator, though not quoting it 
literally, had the Peschito in his 
mind, as otherwise he would scarce- 
ly have used the obsolete plural 


+ &® for \l. & nor have 
changed the much more emphatic 
repetition of the negative in the 
Greek, *not many mighty, &c.,” 
into the tamer nor. Add also, that 
they concur, as does however the 
Philox., in making Oeos the nom. 


by oxoiwos meant © the writing reed,” 
** pen,” though literally it means a 
** rush:” and from cords heing ge- 
nerally formed of twisted rushes, 
oxoiwos gradually became equiva- 
lent to a © cord,” in which sense the 
Syriac erroneously takes it. In the 
London Polyglott the Syriac has 
correctly {ax0, and the Targum 
* calamus.* 'The prophet's meaning 
is, that the scribe's reed, Heb. Dy, 
the insIgma of his oftice, ought to 
indicate a learned man; but 80 er- 
roneous and mistaken were their 
doctrines, that it had become un- 
meaning, and was no longer a proof 
of the bearer possessing any know- 
ledge. In Rost's ed. of Passow, 
1857, I find oyoivos, das Schreib- 
rohr, Jer. vim. 8. Aquil. Ps, xhv. 2. 
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miah said of them, © Call ye them reprobate silver, because the Jer. vi. zo. 
* Lord hath rejected them.” And the mystery of Christ was 

also hid from them : for He s0mewhere eyen said to his disci- 

ples concerning them, © To you it is given to know the mys- Mat. xiii. 
« teries of the kingdom of heaven; but to them it is not ** 

« given.” * To you,” that is, to whom ? Plainly to those who 
believed : to those who have recognmsed. His appearing, who 
understand the law spiritually, who can perceive the meaning 

of the previous revelation of the prophets, who acknowledge 

that He is God and the Son of God, to them the Father is 
pleased to reveal His Son : by Whom and with Whom, to God 

the Father be praisxe and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, 

for eyer and ever. Amen. 


oa BE 
4 a” > 


OST, eaves wt HO EL Mt I 505 ub NE 
PENS | ; INC OR 
* 4 M 4 IP 6 EDS) \ 


ET OI ks in 1 pens E 


AQ bet fey, rg ts 5 Wk jet i _ 
ot EO oor age 


IO OSS : ct WTI OR ESO FI o wil Myron ito 
- . 44 TR oa (4 TT 9m pj Ky ER 4 a. ts oo” Bn ee +26 oh 0 Near os 4 n «2 ed a wy = r 3 
a4 Pg Ht yen I oO PIES... 26> Ct aa; EPI art yt s. 
"a y A = , grout > CINE I IO Tee þ y * CRY - 


2; , * g * _ TS 9m" RF y : erate 
: * ne 23 _ TE - 7 % * Py 6 c<3- W xz : £ Z : = _ ey ar par alyngs ane ts nth. Ar Ct rtEmD Sq - —_ v 

"5 boat tie: Yoo ER, : EE A a oe ee ets 605, wh ET a ber ey COT 5 ; ND Cr ee EC nn ae en Es ne ans ee ne ES 

* : EE ” X A e5 & a 2rmth . *Ve at dt nat” AS > 35.3 v- : -- - 6 als - "TOON" " ade 2b 11 4 Bots _ _ to Þ 5 ao Dy Y 
ot; ne \ > pnirity a7 <>26h br ons 1 p3 - 7 ES ts Ei > IN 0 EI. Res 85 TR 4 Gn " - Wane , PET : rh 20 - > 4 4a Leal Ba ores nn oe 
A Rn ES eb LOSS ——_ toes vc Bret Whos arte NT eh en oandes Sade Iaat dba) +7 poets _ wb a 

4 1 « £ 2 RW art ant Ie Te c 
- Gd. ws Gt > Ea ery an os Sera ——_— _ 


<4 
Wh 
"4 p 
(BY - q 
F} *4) 13 
git [27 
'- 0815 
£$ » FEY $ 
i? 0 
*: ISS: 
oF: 1 $© 
9391 
| + Fonen 
; {0 | 
E, 1X4 204 : 
$7 
f 


QC. x, 22. 


TIS OLKOVO- 
3 

ulas Td eve 

TEXVES. 


Job x11, 22, 


i Tim. 11. 5. 


Eph. 1. 14. 


302 COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON LXVLI. 


Every thing hath been delivered unto Me of My Father ; and 
no one knoweth Who the Son 1s but the Father; and Who 
the Father is but the Son; and to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal Him. 


OUR Lord Jesus Christ again reveals unto us His glory, 
and the digmty of His godhike majesty, and the skilful method 
of the dispensation in the flesh ; and plainly shews how great 
1s the benefit which the dwellers upon earth derive from 1t. Let 
us ask of Him wisdom : let us seek understanding, that we may 
be able to perceive the exact meaning of His words. For 1t 1s 
He © Who revealeth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth 
* to hght those things that are hid© and giveth wisdom to the 
blind, and maketh the brightness of the truth to shine forth 
upon those that love Him. And among these are we : for lo! 
ye have again come, as being, 80 to speak, athirst, and the 
church 1s full of men loving to hear; and all are true wor- 
shippers, and searchers into the doctrines of piety. Come there- 
tore, and let us approach the Saviour's words, opening wide 


the eye of the mind. And His words are, © Every thing hath 


* been dehvered unto Me of My Father.” 

For He was and till is Lord of heaven and earth, and sits 
with the Father on His throne, and equally shares His govern- 
ment over all. But inasmuch as, by humbling Himself to our 
estate, He became man, He further speaks in a manner not 
unbefitting the dispensation in the flesh, nor refuses to use 
such express1ons as suwt the measure of His state, when He had 
emptied Humself, that He might be beheved upon as having be- 
come hike unto us, and put on our poverty. He therefore Who 
was Lord of heaven and earth, and, in a word, of all things, 
Says, that © everything was delivered unto Him of the Father.” 
For He has been made ruler of all nnder heaven ; since of old 
only the Israel after the flesh bowed the neck to His laws : 
but God the Father willed to make all things new in Him, and 
by His means reconcile the world unto Hunself. For © He 


* became Mediator between God and men,” and & was made 
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* our peace,” in that He united us by Humself to God the 
Father : for He 1s the door and the way whereby this 1s done ; 


for He has even plainly said, ** No man cometh unto the John xiv.6. 


*« Father but by Me.” He then Who of old delivered Israel 
by the hand of Moses from the tyranny of the Egyptians, and 
appointed the law to be their schoolmaster, has now called the 
whole world, and Himself has spread for it the net of the 
Gospel message, according to the good-will of God the Father. 
And this then 1s the reason why He says, © Every thing has 
* been delivered unto Me of My Father.” 

But though we may aftirm that these things are thus rightly 
understood and explained by us, the heretic will not submit to 
the conditions of the dispensation, but betakes hinself, it may 
be, to his usual audacity, and makes what is said food, 80 to 
Speak, tor the wickedness of his mind ; and, forsooth, proceeds 
to say, © Lo! the Father giveth every thing to the Son ; but 
* the Son would not have needed to receive any thing, had it 
* been lawful for Him to obtain it of Himself. How, then, 1s 
* He equal to the Father, as ye say, when He receives from 
* Him authority over what He did not previously possess !' 
Let us ee, therefore, whether in any thing at all He is inferior 
to the glory and supremacy of the Father, as ye in your folly 
SAY. | 

Now there are many arguments one might use when wishing 
to detend the doctrines of truth, but on the present occagion 
let us enquire what is true from the lessons now set before us, 
even from His own words. For after having said, © Every 
* thing hath been delivered unto Me of My Father,” honouring 
thereby the mystery of His Incarnation, and using expressions 
Suitable to the manhood, He mounts at once, as I said, to His 
own glory and supremacy, and shews that He is in no way 
whatsoever inferior to His Father. For what were the words 
which He next spake ?—© No one knoweth Who the Son is 
* but the Father, and Who the Father is but the Son, and to 
** whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” Let us ask, then, 
those who have resisted His glory, and till resist 1t, Does 
Christ speak falsely, or is He true ! For if He speak falsely, 
and ye affirm that this is verily the case, ye are void of all un- 
derstanding, ye have fallen from your senses, having drank 
of the wine of © the vine of Sodon;,” and stumbled like 


1012005 7 fag AE 9" eee 


+, cab 40*; - 


WL IE OD 12-09; off vio omg ied SES —_— —_—_— 
SA $034 rs oe gld peoaagags Fes 5 ts EH Egg» Hor ro RI : hs BG ” dh jo 645 
————ucrr_—_ — Teoma O_o 


——— r= na Se ee aA 
; ant hrs; . 
- ' 


+. 
z7 
i 


? 
£4 
>. 
FE 
& 
I 
is 
'T 
$ * 
i 
z 
z 
Fi 
$4 
a: 
$ 


ERIN  ITSENOIE 


John xiv. 6, 


304 COMMENTARY UPON 


drunkards upon unrighteous courses, But if ye believe that 
He s8peaketh truth, for © He is the Truth,” how do ye, while He 
Says that © no one knoweth the Son but the Father only,” ven- 
ture both to think and say that He 1s inferior to the Father, 
as though ye exactly know Who He is? And yet how must not 
He, Who is known of His Father only, far transcend all under- 
Standing and all powers of speech : just as also the Father 
Himself doth, as being known of His Son only ? For the holy 
and consubstantial Trinity alone knoweth ltself, being far 
above all speech and understanding. How sayest thou then 
that He is inferior to the Father, seeing that no one knoweth 
Who He is but the Father alone Who begat Him ! 

And I will add this too ; Dost thou say that He 1s inferior to 
the Father as being © very God,” but yet inferior to Him Who 
Is © yery God and Father ;” or as being something made and 
created? If, indeed, as something made, thou canst not com- 
pare them at all: for the interval between the Maker and 
the thing made is infinite ; between the Lord and the slave ; 
between Him Who is by nature God, and him who has been 
brought into existence. For whosoever 1s made 1s not merely 
inferior to God, but altogether different, both in nature, and 
in glory, and in every attribute that appertaineth to the divine 
Substance. But if He be made, as ye aftirm, how can © no one 
* know Who He 18? For He would not be above all under- 
Standing, even though it may surpass the mind of man to be 
able to know the nature of a created thing. If, on the other 
hand, thou affirmest that He is very God, and being such by 
nature, yet sayest that He is inferior to the Father, I cannot 
understand how this can be. Tell me, I pray, in what this 
inferiority consists. I mean, for instance, thus : those who 
are of the same nature and substance are, of course, equal 
to one another im all those qualities which belong to them 
as pertaining to their substance : as, for instance, one man 
Is 1N no respect inferior to another man with regard to the 
manhood which 1s common to them both : and 80 neither 1s 
one angel to another angel. How, then, can very God be 
inferior to very God ! 

For come, if you will, and let us raise ourselvyes to the invest1- 
gation of the Father's prerogatives and attributes : those, 
namely, which specially belong to Him as God. God the 
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Father is by nature Life, Light, and Wisdom. But the Son 
also is in like manner the 8ame, as the divinely inspired Serip- 
ture everywhere testifies. For He 1s Light, and Wisdom, and 
Life. But if He be inferior to the Father, then of course He 
is indebted to Him for it, and that not in one particular only, 
but in every attribute that appertaineth to His - 8ubstance. 
Nor is He perfectly Life ; nor Light perfectly ; nor Wisdom 
perfectly. And if this be true, then there exists in Him some- 
thing of corruption ; something also of darkness ; and some- 
thing also of 1gnorance. But who will assent to you in thus 
arguing ? For if He be a creature, then, as I aid, ye must 
not compare Him with the Creator and Lord of all. Bring 
down His place to the level of creation, while ye extol to in- 
comparable supremacy that Nature Which created all, and 
transcends all. But if He be very God, as sprung from Him 
Who 1s very God and Father, perhaps, forsooth, the Father 
hath begotten one not equal to Himself in nature, and His 
nature alone hath suffered this, while certainly of all created 
beings there 1s not one that hath endured $0 strange a mis- 
chance. For man 1s born of man, the definitions of his father's 
substance existing fully in him ; and all the other animals in 
hke manner are regulated by the law of their own nature. And 
how then can the all-transcending nature of God suffer that 
which even we do not suffer, nor any other being which has 
the power of generation ? 

Let those, therefore, hear who think scorn of the greatness 
of the glory of the Son ; let those that are drunken awake from 
their wine ; worship with us Him Who is equal in substance 
with the Father, and crowned with equal praises, and undistin- 


guishable preeminence. * For to Him every knee shall bow, Phil. ii. 10. 


* of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
* the earth: and every tongue shall confess that Jesns Christ 
* 18 Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” Amen. 
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306 COMMENTARY UPON 


SERMON LXVIL 


C.x. 23, 24. And He turned Himself unto the disciples when they were 
alone, and 8aid, Blessed are the eyes which see the things 
that ye 8ee. For I say unto you, that many prophets and 
kings have desired to see the things which ye see, and have 


&odoal pov Not 8een them ; and to hear the things which ye hear, and 
B. 


have not heard them. 


THE $hows which the world offers (in its games and theatres) 
lead men often to the sIght of things unprofitable, or rather, 
to what constantly does them great injury. For the frequenters 
of such places either give themselyes up to the admiration. of 
dancers, and yielding to the soft langour they produce, are 
dissolyed in effeminate emotions ; or they extol the declaimers 
of frigid sentiments ; or dehght themselyes in the sounds and 
vibrations of pipes and harps. But vain and altogether unpro- 
fitable are such things, and able to lead the mind of man astray 
from all good. But us, who practise a virtuous course of life, 
and are earnest in upright deeds, Christ gathers in His holy 

_ courts, that delighting ourselves in s1nging His praise, we may 
again be made happy by His sacred words and doctrines, which 
invite us unto eternal life. 

Let us, therefore, see here too what gifts He has deigned to 
bestow upon us, who have been called by faith in Him to the 
knowledge of His glory. © And He turned Humself,” it says, 
* unto the disciples when they were alone, and said, Blessed 
* are the eyes which see the things that ye see.” Now, per- 
chance, 80ome one may object, © Why did He not address to all 
* who were assembled there His words describing these blessings! 
* and what made Him turn Himself to the disciples, s0 as to 8ay 
* to them when they were alone, © Blessed are the eyes which 
* * 8ee the things that ye see!?”' What then shall be our 
reply ! That 1t is right to communicate matters of a more 
Secret nature, not to any chance person, but to the most in- 
timate friends. But those are His friends, whosoever have 
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been deemed by Him worthy of discipleship : and the eye of 
whose mind is enlightened, and their ear ready for obedience. 
For He also said on one occasion to the holy apostles, © No Joh. xv. rs. 
*« longer do I call you seryants; ye are My friends : for the 
*« geryant knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have called 
* you friends, because I have made known unto you all things 
« which I have heard of My Father.” There were, no 
doubt, many assembled there and standing in His presence 
besides His chosen followers, but they were not all behevers ; 
and how then could He with truth say to them all, without 
distinction, © Blessed are the eyes winch see the things that ye 
See, and who hear the things that ye hear ?” It was, therefore, 
with good reason that, having turned Himself to the disciples, 
having, that is, averted His face from those who would neither 
ee nor hear, but were disobedient, and their mind darkened, 
He gave Himselt entirely to those who loved Him, and, looking 
upon them, s8aid, Blessed are the eyes wluch ee, or rather, 
gaze upon, those things wluch they were the first, before all 
others, to behold. 

Now the express1on which 1s here used 1s taken from the 
common custom of men, and we must bear in mind that in 
such passages © seeing ” does not refer to the action of our bodily 
eyes, but rather to the enjoyment of those things which are 
bestowed by Christ on such as fear God. Just, for instance, as 
if any one 8ay, * So and s saw happy times,” instead of 
* enjoyed happy times.” Or you may understand it in the 
ame way as that which 1s written in the book of Psalms, 
addressed to those who constantly fixed their thoughts on 
things above; © And thou $halt see the good of Jerusalem,” Þs. exxviii. 
mstead of, © thou shalt partake of the happiness of Jerusalem,” *: 
even of that which is above, in heaven, which the wise Paul 
calls * the mother of all saints.” For what doubt can there gal. iv. 26, 
be that those who were spectators of the godlike miracles 
wrought by Christ, and of the admirable works He performed, 
were not necessarily in all cases blessxed ! For all the Jews saw 
Christ working with divine majesty, yet it would not be right 
to account them all as blessed ; for they by no means believed, 
nor did they see His glory with the eyes of the mind. Truly, 
therefore, they were only the more guilty, and cannot pro- 
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perly be regarded as blessed, for though they saw Jesus pos- 
sessed of divine glory by the ineffable deeds which he wrought, 
yet they did not accept faith in Him. 

But come, in what way has blessedness befallen our eyes ! 
and what have they seen ? and for what reason 41d they attain 
to this blessing ? They saw that God the Word, Who was in the 
form of God the Father, had become flesh for our sakes : they 
s8aw Him Who shares the Father's throne, dwelling with us, 
in our form, that by justification and sanctification He might 
fashion us after His own likeness, imprinting upon us the 
beauty of His Godhead in an intellectual and spiritual manner. 
And of this Paul is witness, who thus writes : © For as we have 
© been clothed with the image of the earthy, we shall also be 
© clothed with the image of the heavenly :”—meaning by the 
earthy man, Adam, the first created : but by the heavenly, 
the Word Who is from above, and Who shone forth from the 
substance of God the Father, but was made, as I said, in our 
likeness. He Who by nature 1s a Son took the form of a slave, 
not that by taking upon Him our state, He might continue in 
the measure of slavery, but that He might set us free, who 
were chained to the yoke of slavery,—for every thing that 1s 
made 1s by nature a slave,—enriching us with what 1s Has. 
For through Him and with Him we have received the name of 
80ns, being ennobled, 80 to speak, by His bounty and grace. He 
Who was rich shared our poverty, that He might raise man's 
nature to His riches : He tasted death upon the tree and the 
cross, that He might take away from the midst the offence in- 
curred by reason of the tree (of knowledge), and abolish the 
guilt that was thereby, and strip death of his tyranny over us. 
We have seen Satan fall : that cruel one broken: that haughty 
one laid low :—him who had made the world submit to the 
yoke of His empire, stripped of his dominion over us: him 
in contempt and scorn, who once was worshipped : him who 
seemed a God, put under the feet of the saints : him who re- 
belled against Christ's glory, trampled upon by those who love 
Him. © For they received power to rebuke the unclean spirits, 
and to cast them out.” And this power is a very great honour, 
and too high for human nature, and fit only for the supreme 
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And of this too the Word manifested in human form was 
the first to set us the example: for He also rebuked the impure 
Spirits. But the wretched Jews again vomited forth against. 
Him their envious calummes; for they said, ©* This man casteth Mat.xii.24. 
* not out devils, but by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.” 
But these wicked words of theirs the Lord refuted, saying ; 
* If I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast 
« them out ? But it I by the Spirit of God cast out devils, then 
* has the kingdom of God come upon you.” For if I, He says, 
being a man hke unto you, can thus exercise a divine power, 
this great and excellent blessing has come upon you : for 
human nature, He 8ays, 1s ennobled in Me, by trampling down 
Satan. Upon us, therefore, the kingdom of God has come, by 
the Word having been made like unto us, and working in the 
flesh deeds worthy of God. 


He also gave the holy Apostles power and might even to 
raise the dead, and cleanse lepers; and heal the sick, and to 
call down upon whomsoever they would the Holy Ghost from 
heaven by the laying on of hands. He gave them power to 
bind and to lose men's sins; for His words are, © I say unto Mat. xviii. 
* you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in '*: 
* heaven: and whatsoever ye $hall lose on earth, shall be 
« loosed in heaven.” Such are the things of which we see 
ourselyes possessed : and blessed are our eyes, and those of all 
who love Him. We have heard His ineffable teaching : He 
has given us the knowledge of God the Father : He has shewn 
Him to us in His own nature. The things that were by Moses 
were but types and symbols : Christ has revealed the truth to 
us. He has taught us that not by blood and smoke, but rather 
by spiritual sacrifices, we must honour Him Who is incorporeal 
and immaterial, and above all understanding. Many holy pro- 
phets desired to see these things; yea, and many kings : for 
we find them at one time saying, © Shew me Thy mercy, O Ps. lxzzv. 
«* Lord: and, O Lord, grant us Thy salvation.”” For they call ” 
the Son Mercy and Salvation. At another time again ; © Re- Ps. evi. 4. 
* member me, O Lord, with the favour of Thy people : and 
* visit me with Thy Salvation : that we may behold the happi- 
* ness of Thy chosen, and rejoice in gladness with Thy people.” 
And who the people are, that are chosen in Christ by God the 


1 Pet. 11. 9. 
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Father, the wise Peter tells us, when saying to those who 
have been ennobled by faith : © But ye are a chosen genera- 
« tion: a royal priesthood : a holy people, a redeemed multi- 
*« tude: that ye may tell forth His virtues, Who hath called 
« you out of darkness into His marvellous hight.” 

And to this we have been called by Christ : by Whom and 
with Whom, to God the Father be praise and dommion, with 
the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXVUL 


And behold, a certain lawyer stood up, tempting Hum, and C. x. 25-37. 


saying, Teacher, what 8hall I do to inherit eternal life ? es 
And He s8aid unto Him, What is written un the law ? how 
readest thou ? And he answered and s8aid, That thou s8halt 


love the Lord thy God from all thy heart, and from all ey cum gat. 


thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind: _ " 
and thy neighbour as thyself. And He 8aid unto him, cum gen. 


Thou hast answered rightly : this do, and thou shalt live. UETRA 


But he, willing to justify himself, 8aid unto Jesus; And 

who is my netghbour ?72> And Jesus answered, and 8atd ; om. 3 B. 
A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 

fell among thieves, who, when they had 8tripped and beaten 

him, went away, leaving hum half dead. And by chance add. rvyxd- 
there came down a certain priest that way : and when , OO 
he saw him, he passed him by. And in like manner als0 

a Levite, when he came to the place, and s8aw him, passed add.adrov$. 
ham by. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 

to him ; and when he s8aw him, his bowels yearned : and om. avrey 
he went to him, and bound up his wounds, and poured Þ* 

upon them oul and wine. And having mounted him on his 

own beast, he brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

And the day after he took out two denarii, and gave them add. tex- 
to the host, and 8aid to him, Take care of hum: and if - orig 
thou spendest any thing more, when I come again 1 will Inv. B. 
repay thee. Which therefore of these three thinkest thou yyp ©® 
was neighbour of him that fell among the thieves ? And he 9n. ovy BT. 
8aUd ; He that wrought mercy with him. And Jesus 8aid ctnev 8 
unto him, Go, and do thou also likewtse. BST. 


&, oVy $, 
A MOST base pest, my beloved, is double-dealing and hypo- 
crisy 1n our actions and conduet ; and for a man to make pre- 
tence of pleasant-spoken words, and of a tongue anointed, 80 to 
Speak, with the honey of deception, while the heart is full of 
utter bitterness. Of such we say, in the words of one of the 
holy prophets, © Their tongue is a piercing arrow : the words Jer. ix. 8. 
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« of their mouth are deceitful : he speaketh peacefully to his 
* neighbour, and enmity is in his heart.” And again ; © Their 
« words are smoother than oil, yet are they arrows :” by which 
is meant that they have the force of darts falling violently and 
$hot forth from bows. 

The proof of my assertion is close at hand : for let us exa- 
mine the lawyer's words : let us strip off his borrowed counte- 
nance: let us lay bare his scheming : let us view Is pleasant 
words sprung from deceit, and the gule which they conceal. 
*« For behold,” it says, * a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted 
« Him, saying, Teacher, what hall I do to inherit eternal hte!” 
By a lawyer, the blessed evangelist here meant, according to 
the custom of the Jews, one acquainted with the law, or at 
least having the reputation of knowing 1t, though in realty he 
knew it not. This man imagined that he could entrap Christ ; 
and in what way I will mention. Certain tale-makers, accus- 
tomed to talk at random, went about everywhere in Judza and 
Jerusalem itself, accusing Christ, and saying, that He taught 
that the commandment given by Moses was of no avail, and 
refused to pay any attention to the law given of old to the fa- 
thers, while He Himself introduced new doctrines, and spake 
to all who would fear God things out of His own mind, which 
were not in accordance with the law that was given of old. 
There were even then believers, who resisted the words of 
these men, everywhere accepting the saving tidings of the 
gospel. The lawyer therefore wishing, or even expecting to be 
able to entrap Christ, and get Him to say something against 
Moses, and affirm that His own doctrine was far better than 
the commandment of which Moses was the minister, drew near 
tempting Him, and saying, © What shall I do to inherit eternal 
« life !?? 

But any one who thoroughly understands the mystery of 
the Incarnation may well say to him, If thou hadst been skilful 
in the law, and in the meaning of its hidden teaching, it had 
not escaped thee Who He is thou venturest to tempt. For thou 
thoughtest that He was a mere man, and that only; and not 
rather God, Who appeared in human likeness, and Who know- 
eth what is secret, and can look into the hearts of those who 
approach Him. In manifold ways is the Emmanuel depicted 
to thee by the shadowing of Moses. Thou sawest Him there 
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sacrificed as a lamb, yet vanquishing the destroyer, and abo- 
lishing death by His blood. Thou sawest Him in the arrange- 

ment of the ark, in which was deposited the divine law : for 

He was in His holy flesh hke as in an ark, being the Word 
of the Father, the Son that was begotten of Him by nature. 


Thou sawest Him as the merecy-seat in the holy tabernacle, 
around which stood the Seraphim | Cherubim] : for He is our 
mercy-seat for pardon of our sins. 


exalted throne. 


Yea! and even as man, 
He is glorified by the Seraphim, who are the intelligent and 
holy powers above; for they stand around His divine and 


Thou sawest Him as the candlestick with se- 
yen lamps in the Holy of Hohes: for abundant is the Saviour's 


light to those who hasten into the inner tabernacle. 


Thou 
sawest Him as the bread placed upon the table : for He 1s the Johnvi. gr. 
living bread, that came down from heaven, and giveth life to 


the world. Thou sawest Him as the brazen serpent that was 
raised on high as a sign, and being looked upon healed the 
bites of the serpents : for though He was like us, in the form 
therefore of that which is evil, as being in our form, neverthe- 
less He is by nature good, and continues to be that which He 
was. For the serpent 1s the type of wickedness; but yet, by 
being lifted up, and enduring the cross for us, He rendered 
powerless the bites of those rational serpents, who are no other 
than Satan, and the wicked powers under his command. 
But though the lawyer was invested with the reputation of 
being instructed in the law, nevertheless He Who is marked 
out by the shadowing of the law was completely unknown t9 


him, even though He was proclaimed of old by the words of 
the holy prophets. For had he not been sunk in utter 1gnorance, 


how could he have drawn near unto Him as to a mere man ? 


Or how have ventured to tempt God, Who trieth the hearts 
and reins, and to Whom nothing that is in us 1s hid ? For he 


8aith, © Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life ?” 
Callest thou Him Teacher, when thou wilt not submit to learn ? 


santness of words ? 


Makest thou a show of honouring Him, Whom thou hopest to 
entrap, and placest thou as the bait upon thy hook the plea- 


But what wouldst thou learn ! © For what, he says, shall I 
** do to inherit eternal life ?” Observe again, I pray, the malice 
in the lawyer's words. 


For he might have said, What shall 1 
S 8 


Jer. Il. 24. 
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do to be saved, or to please God, and receive reward of Im ! 
But this he passes by, and uses rather the Saviour's ex- 
pressions, pouring ridicule upon His: head. For as it was the 
custom of our common Saviour Christ to speak constantly of 
eternal life to as many as drew near unto Him, the haughty 
lawyer to ridicule Him, as I said, makes use of His own 
eXPres$10Ns. 

Now hadst thou been truly desirous of learning, thou wouldst 
have heard from Him the things that lead on to eternal life : 
but as thou wickedly temptest Him. thou wilt hear nothing 
more than those commands only which were given to them of 
old time by Moses”. For © What,” saith He, *is written in the 
* law? How readest thou!” And on the lawyer's repeating 
what is enacted in the law, as if to punish his wickedness, and 
reprove his malicious purpose, Christ, as knowing all things, 
81th, * Thou hast answered rightly : this do, and thou shalt 
* hve.” The lawyer has missed his prey ; he has shot wide of 
the mark, his wickedness 1s unsuccessful, the sting of envy has 
ceased, the net of deceit 1s torn asunder, his sxowing bears no 
fruit, his toil gains no profit: and like some ship that mis- 
fortune has overwhelmed, he has suffered a bitter wreck. Let 
us therefore cry out against him in the words of Jeremiah, 
* Thou art found, and caught, because thou hast stood up 
* against the Lord.” 

But having, as I said, missed his prey, he falls headlong into 
vanity ; he 1s hurried from one pitfall to another, from snare 
to 8nare, from deceit to pride : vices, 80 to speak, Jend him to 
one another, and he 1s tossed about everywhere, one wicked- 
ness as $00n as it has seized him thrusting him on unto 
another, and carrying hin whithersoever 1t may chance, and 
easily making him wander from destruction to destruction. 
For he does not ask in order that he may learn, but as the 
Evangelist 8aid, © wishing to justify himself,” For observe 
how from self-love as well as pride he shamelessly called out, 
« And who 1s my neighbour 5?** And 1s there no one, O lawyer, 

r Mai adds from A 141, an inter- and the possession of some bless- 
polation to the effect that the writ= ings; and bringing forward Lev. 
ings of Moses plainly d1d not con- xxvi. in proof. 
tain as their sanction the promise of s Again Mai inserts, apparently 


eternal life, but merely of the life from A 143, though possibly from 
here, with deliverance from evils, F, a rhetorical dilation of S, Cyril's 
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like thee? Dost thou raise thyself above every one! Be less 
supercilious : Remember what the author of the book of Pro- 


verbs 8ays, © that those who know themselves are wise.*” He Prov. xiii. 


exalts himself therefore, and breathes forth proud things, an 
boasts himself in vain imaginations : but he learnt of Christ, 
that as he was destitute of love towards his neighbours, the 
bare profession only of being learned in the law profited him 
in no way whatsoever. For God over all looketh at works 
rather, and giveth not praise to bare and merely fictitious 
profess10ns. 

Very skilfully therefore does the Saviour of all weave the 
parable of him who fell into the hands of thieves, saying, that 
when he was lying half dead, and in the last extremity of evil, 
a priest passed by, and in ike manner a Levite, without feeling 
towards him any sentiment of humanity, or dropping upon hin 
the oil of compass1onate love; but rather, their mind was un- 
sympathizing and cruel towards him. But one of another race, 
a Samaritan, fulfilled the law of love, Justly therefore He 
asked, which of these three he thinks was ihe 8ufferer's neigh- 
bour. And he said, © He that wrought mercy with him.” 
And to this Christ added, ** Go thou also, and act in hke 
© manner.” Thou has seen, O lawyer, and it has been proved 
by the parable, that it 1s of no avail whatsoever to any man, to 
be set up by empty names, and to pride Iimself upon un- 
meaning and ridiculous titles, 80 long as the excellence of deeds 
does not accompany them. For the dignity of the priesthood 
1s unavailing to its owners, and equally $0 1s the being called 
learned in the law, to those who are 80 reputed, unless they 


idea, as follows ; © Who is there for changed by the Gospel, but extend- 
* me to love as myself? I surpass ed, 80 that the latter embraces not 
* all: I am a lawyer: I judge all, only our countrymen, but all who 
* and am judged of none: I decide share our nature: and these we are 
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* for all, and am liable to no man's 
** decision : I differ from all: I am 
* better than all: all need me, but 
** I need no one: who then is my 
** neighbour, that I should love him 
* as myself?” And the quotation 
from Proverbs is followed by a pas- 
s8age of 8ome length, to the effect 
that the old commandments of love 
to God and our neighbour are not 


to love more than ourselves, follow- 
ing our Lord's example, who Jlaid 
down His life for His friends. As 
it concludes however with a repe- 
tition in s8lightly different words of 
the charge brought against the law- 
yer of pride, it is not probable that 
the passage belonged to the com- 
mentary. 
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For lo! a crown of love 1s being twined 


tor him who loveth his neighbour : and he proves to be a 


Samaritan. 


Nor 1s he rejected on this account : for he who 


was foremost among the disciples, even the blessed Peter, 
testified, thus writing, © In truth I perceive that God is not 
*a respecter of persons : but in every nation, whosoever 
* feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted of 
* Him.” For Christ, Who loveth our virtues, accepteth all who 
are diligent in good pursmts: by Whom and with Whom, to 
God the Father be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, 


for ever and ever, Amen.t 


t As S. Cyril in this Homily has 
chiefly confined himself to unmask- 
ing the lawyer's motives, and has 
devoted but few words to the pa- 
rable itself, the Catenists have en- 
deavoured to supply this omiss10n 
from other sources, and thus already 
we have had in Mai three passages 
not recognised by the Syriac. But 
besides these, on v. 3o he has an 
extract from E 179, of which only 
the latter part is in the Syriac, and 
which is to the effect that the ques- 
tion, Who 1s our neighbour, is to 
be settled, not by a man's acts or 
merits, but by his having the same 
nature as ourselves : adding thereto 
the remark that the neighbour 1s 
more easily found by him who 1s 
humble, than by one who 1s proud : 
and lastly, on v. 34, a very long ex- 
tract from A B and E, contains an 
allegorizing exposition of the whole 
parable. The wounded man 1s hu- 
man nature, which Christ assumes, 
and carries to the inn, the church, 
the TavSoyeiov, or common recep- 
tacle of all, because no longer ** the 
*« Ammonite and Moahite are ex- 


* cluded,” the command being to 
* teach all nations.” There his 
wounds meet with fuller care than 
they could by the way side, and for 
the 8upply of all his wants Christ 
gives unto the chief pastors of the 
church two denarii, which are the 
two testaments, both stamped with 
the image of the same heavenly 
King, as being inspired by the Holy 
Ghost. And to these the pastors of 
the church are to add their own la- 
bours, which will not be without 
their reward, *f for whatsoever thou 
*« spendest more, I, at My second 
* advent, will repay thee.” 

Since writing the above, I have 
found that not only these two latter 
extracts are from 'Theophylact, with 
some verbal differences, but also the 
previous one respecting the exten- 
$10n in the gospel of the command- 
ments of love to God and our neigh- 
bour. Cf. Theoph. in Quat. Evang. 
Comm. ed. Paris, 1631. pp. 384, 
335, 387. Of these Cramer con- 
tains that of the two denarii heing 
the two testaments, anonymously. 
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And it came to pass as they journeyed, that he entered into a C.x. 38-42. 
certain village, and a certain woman named Martha re- 2. ye 


veTo, Kal, et 


cerved Him wto her house. And $she had a sister called es mv oicov 


Mary, who also s8at at our®% Lord's feet, and heard His 


avrnhs B. 
"Inoov Gs. 


word : but Martha was distracted with much service. ruplov BST. 


And s8tanding before Hum, she said, Lord, dost Thou 


not care that my siwster hath left me to 8erve alone ? Bud on. odv S. 


her help me. But our Lord answered and 8aid unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and busied about many 
things : but few things are required, or one: and Mary 
hath chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her. 


YE who love the virtues which adorn piety, and carefully 
practice every art which becometh the saints, again come and 
listen to the sacred doctrine, and let not the method of hospt- 
tality be unknown to you. For it 1s a great and valuable 


quality, as the wise Paul testifies, where he writes, © Forget Heb. xiii.2. 


** not hospitality : for thereby some have entertained angels 
* unawares.” Let us learn therefore of Christ, the Saviour of 
all, this also, as well as all other things. For it would be a dis- 
grace to us, that while those who desire worldly wisdom, and 
gather written learning, select the best teachers for their in- 
Structors; we who are encouraged to pay earnest heed to 
doctrines of such surpassing value, and may have as our in- 
structor and teacher Christ the Giver of all wisdom, do not 
imitate this woman in her love of learning, even Mary, 
who sat at the Saviour's feet, and filled her heart with the 
doctrines He taught, feeling as if she could never have enough 
of what s0 profited her. 

For the Saviour lodged with the holy women, but Mary, it 


u Both here and in v. 41 the usage of the Syriac Scripturag to 
the Syriac has «©, our Lord: put ,-x for 6 Kvpuos, whenever it 
but I have not marked it as a dif- 


. FP. + ”» 
Signifies Chnist, 
ferent reading, hecanse it is the 


"Inoovs Gs. 
Kvpuos BST. 
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Says, listened to Him as He taught; while the other, Martha, 
was distracted with much service. She therefore besought 
Him that her sister might share her carefulness with her. But 
Christ consented not, saying, © Martha, Martha, thou art 
* anxious and busied about many things: only few things are 
* required, or but one.” And He further praised Mary, that 
* she had chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 
* from her,” For the acquisition of spiritual blessings 1s never 
lost. 

The first thing however which we must examine is the 
manner in which the Saviour again benefits His disciples, by 
setting Himself before them as an example, in order that they 
may know how and in what manner to behave in the houses of 
snch as receive them. For they mnst not immediately on 
entering indulge themselves m relaxation, or suppose that 
this 1s the reason why they lodge with men, but rather that 
they may fill them with every blessing, and the divine and 
sacred doctrines, So somewhere the blessed Paul also sends a 
message unto certain : © For I desire to see you, that I may 
* give you $ome $8piritual gift, that ye may be confirmed.” 
Observe therefore, that our Lord Jesus Christ, on entering to 
lodge with these holy women, d1d not cease from giving 
instruction, but still grants them, without stint, the sober doc- 
trines of salvation. And one of these women was steadfast in 
her love of hearing : but Martha was distracted with much 
Service, Does any one then blame her for being occupied 
with careful service!? By no means. For neither does the 
Saviour chide her for having proposed to herself the discharge 
of this duty; but rather He blamed her, as one who was 
labouring in vain, by wishing to procure more than was neces- 
sary. And this He did for our benefit, that He might fix a 
limit to hospitality. For far better 1s that other part, of 
earnestly desiring the divine doctrine, 

We do not then say that the wish to entertain strangers, 
when it does not aim at anything excesslve, is to be despised, 
and is no service. The saints especially are bound to be con- 
tent with little, and when they eat, and are prevailed upon to 
draw near to the table, they do 80, rather to appease the 
infirmity of the body, in accordance with the laws of na- 
ture, than as caring about pleasure and relaxation. When 
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therefore we lodge with the brethren, in wishing to reap their 
corporeal things, let us firs6 80w for them things spiritual ; 
and imitating there careful husbandmen, let us lay bare 
their hearts, lest some root of bitterness spring up and injure 
them : lest the worm of human innovation attack them, and work 
in them secret decay. And if ought hike this have happened, 
then thrusting forthwith into their minds the saving word of 
instruction, like the teeth of the mattock, let us eradicate the 
root of ungodliness ; let us pluck up the heretical darnel from 
the very bottom ; let us implant the knowledge of the truth : 
thus we may reap the corporeal things of those who have 
a superfluity, receiving them as a matter of debt: for the 
workman, He saith, is worthy of Ins hire. And the law of 
Moses, hinting at the same truth, saith somewhere in like 


manner, ©* Thou shalt not muzzle the trampling ox.” And as t Cor. ix. 
wn 


Paul said, © Doth God care for oxen ! Or xaith He it alto- 
* gether for our 8akes!”” Thou therefore wilt give things 
more valuable than those thou receivest of men : for things 
temporal Thou wilt give things eternal : for earthly things 
things heavenly : for the things of sense, things intellectual : 
for the things that perish, things that endure. And thus much 
of those who receive hospitality. 

But let those who open to them their house, meet them 
cheerfully, and with alacrity, and as their fellows : and not 80 
much as those who give, but as those who receive : as those 
who gain, and not as those who expend. And the more 80 as 
they profit doubly; for in the first place they enjoy the in- 
Struction of those whom they hospitably entertain : and se- 
condly, they also win the reward of hospitality. Every way 
therefore they are profited. When however they receive the 
brethren into their house, let them not be distracted with much 


SCrVICe. 


Let them not seek any thing beyond their means, or 


more than sufficient. For every where and in every thing 
excess 18 injurious. For often it produces hesitation in those 
who otherwise would be glad to receive strangers, and causes 
but few [houses] to be found fit for the purpose : while it 
proves a cause of annoyance to those who are entertained. 
For the rich in this world delight in costly banquets ; and in 
many kinds of viands, prepared curiously often with sauces 


and flayours ; a mere sufficieney is utterly scorned, while that 
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which is extravagant is praised, and a profusion beyond all 
Satiety is admired, and crowned with words of flattery. The 
drinkings and revellings are excessive; and the draining of 
cups, and courses of wines, the means of intoxication and glut- 
tony. But when holy men are assembled at the house of one 
who fears God, let the table be plain and temperate, the viands 
sI1mple, and free from superfluities : but httle to eat, and that 
meagre and scant: and a limited sufficiency of drink. In 
every thing a small supply of such necessaries as wall allay 
the bodily appetite with s1wmple fare. So must men receive 
strangers. So too Abraham by the oak at Mare, received 
those three men, and won as the reward of his carefulness, the 
promise of his beloved 8on Isaac. So Lot in Sodom honoured 
the angels, and for 80 doing, was not destroyed by fire with 
the rest; nor became the prey of the inextinguishable flame. 
Very great therefore 1s the virtue of hospitality, and espe- 
cially worthy of the saints : let us therefore also practise it, 
for 80 will the heavenly Teacher lodge and rest in our hearts, 
even Christ; by Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be 
praise and domimion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 
Amen, 
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SERMON LXX. 


And it came to pass, that as He was in a certain place C. xi. 1-4. 
praying, when He ceased, one of His disciples 8aid unto 
Him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his dis- 
ciples. And He s8aid unto them, When ye pray, say, Our =o 
Father*, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy aq. $uoy 
will be done, as in heaven, 80 in earth ; give us every day 9 Toi 

- s : OUPAVOLS, S. 

the bread of our necessity ; and forgive us Our 8s, for we om. yev. r. 
also forgive every one that is indebted to us; and bring us 0 pgs 
not into temptation. em T. Ys. 


6 NEL. BGT. 
O WARM and fervent in spirit, now also ye have come, and add. aaaa 


we behold God's sacred court full of eager listeners. The pur- -+-oputs qu 
pose doubtless of your assembling is a pious one, and ye have »npod s. 
met together to be taught ; and He Who 1s the Dispenser of 
the divine gifts, again satisfieth you with those things of which 
ye wish to be accounted worthy, and prepareth a spiri- 
tual table, crying out and saying, © Come, eat of My bread, Prov. ix. s. 
* and drink the wine which I have mingled for you :” and as 
the Psalmist saith, © Bread strengtheneth man's heart, and the Ps. civ. 15: 
© intellectual wine gladdeneth it.” Let us therefore draw near 
to the table now spread before us, even unto the s1gnification of 
the gospel lessons: and let us attentively consider what advan- 
tage it brings us, and what it begets in us of these qualities 
which are necessary for the fitting honour of the saints. 
* Christ,” it says, © was praying alone :?? and yet He 1s 
very God, and the Son of God over all; and Himself dispenses 


x Though the Syriac has Q5| 
it 1s not equivalent to Tarep npov, 
but simply to Tarep, the 8ame rule 
applying to it as to oo; cf. note 
to Serm. Ixix, of which another 1- 
lustration occurs here, the «vpe just 
above being in the Syriac xc 
* Our Lord.” S. Cyril in Sermon 
Ixxi expressly mentions that 6 ev 
Tois ovpavois was read in St. Mat- 
thew's, but not in St. Luke's Gospel: 
nevertheless the Philoxenian ver- 


Sion, which exactly represents the 
best Greek MS. procurable at Alex- 
andria in A.D. 508, Polycarp hav- 
ing been sent thither for the express 
purpose of obtaining an exact repro- 
duction in Syriac of the N. Test. 
from the most authentic sources, 
reads, © Our Father, which art in 
heaven,” and correctly expresses 


nu@av by >; It also contains 
the clauses *©'Thy will be done,” &c., 
and © Deliver us from evil.” 
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to the creation all those things by means of which 1t flourishes 
and is kept in being; and Himself is absolutely in need of 


_ nothing : for He is full,” as He said Himselt. © Of what 


* then,” 8ome one asks, *is He in need, Who by right of nature 
* posses8es all that belongeth to the Father ! For He s8aid 
* plainly, © All that the Father hath is mine.” But it 1s the 
* property of the Father to be full of all good, and of such 
© prerogatives as befit Deity : and this too belongs to the Son. 
* And knowing this the saints s8ay, © Of His fulness have all we 
* received.” But if He give as from His own godlike tul- 
ness, of what, can one say that He is in need, or what does He 
want to receive from the Father, as though He had it not 
* already? And for what, forsooth, does He pray, if He be full, 
and needeth nothing that is the Father's !* 

To this we reply, that He permits Himself, in accordance 
with the manner of the dispensation in the flesh, to perform 
human actions whensoever He willeth, and as the season re- 
quires, without being liable to blame for 80 doing. For it He 
ate and drank, and 1s found partaking of sleep, what is there 
absurd, 1t als having humbled Himself to our measure, and 
fulfilled human righteousness, He not unfitly offered up prayer! 
And yet certainly He is in need of nothing ; for © He is full,” 
as we already said. For what reason therefore, and in the 
performance of what necessary and profitable duty, did He 
pray! It was to teach us not to be slack in this matter, 
but rather to be constant in prayers, and very urgent; not 
standing in the middle of the streets ; for this some of the Jews 
used to do, the scribes namely and Pharisees ; nor making 
it an occasion of ostentation, but rather praying alone and 
sllently, and by ourselves : and, s0 to speak, conversing alone 
with God alone, with pure and undistracted mind. And this 
He clearly taught us in another place, saying of those who 
were wont to make a show of their prayers ; © For they love 
* to pray standing in the corners of the streets, and in the 
** Synagogues. But thou, when thou prayest, enter thy 
* chamber, and shut thy door, and pray to thy Father Who 


* 18 In $ecret; and thy Father Who seeth in secret hall 
© reward thee.” 


CY 
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For there are men who make a gain of the reputation of 
piety, and while earnestly attending to ontward appearances, 
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within are full of the love of vainglory. These often, when 
entering the church, first of all glance about in every direction, 
to observe the number of those standing there, and see whether 
they have many spectators. And as s00n as the assembly 
pleases them, then raising their hand to their forehead, not 
once merely, but again and again they make there the sign 
of the precious cross. And $0 spinning out a long prayer 
according to their own fancy, they babble in a loud tone, as 
though praying to the bystanders, rather than to God. To 


such we 8ay in the words of the Saviour, © Ye have received Mat. vi. 5. 


« your reward :” since ye pray as hunting after the praises of 
men, and not as seeking any thing of God. Thy wish 1s 
fulfilled ; thou hast been praised as being religious ; thou hast 
gained vainglory : but thou hast traded in a fruitless labour; thou 
hast s0wn emptiness, and thou shalt reap nothing. Wouldst 
thou see the end of thy artifices! Hear what the blessed David 


8ays ; that 5 God hath scattered the bones of them that please Ps. liii. 5. 


© men.” And by bones he here of course means not those of 
the body ; for there are no instances of any men having suffered 
this : but rather the powers of the mind and heart, by means 
of which a man is able to effect good. The powers then of the 
Soul are that earnestness which leads on strenuously to perse- 
yerance, $piritual manliness, patience and endurance. These 
qualities God will scatter in 8uch as please men. 

In order therefore that we, withdrawing far from these dis- 
gracetul ways, and escaping from the snares to which they are 
exposed who seek to please men, may offer unto God prayer, 
holy and blameless and undefiled, Chris made Himself our 
example, by going apart from those who were with Him, and 
praying alone. For it was right that our Head and Teacher 
in every good and useful deed should be no other than He 
Who is first among all, and receives the prayers of all, and 
with God the Father bestows on those who ask Him what- 
S0ever they require. If therefore thou seest Him praying as a 
man, that thou mayest learn how to pray, withdraw not from 
the belief and conviction, that being by nature God Who 
filleth all, He became like unto us and with us on earth as a 
man, and fulfilled human duties as the dispensation required : 
but that even 80 He was seated in heaven with the Father, 
dispensing of His own fulness all things to all, accepting the 
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prayers of the dwellers upon earth, and of the spirits that are 
above, and crowned by them with praises. For He ceased not 
to be God by becoming like unto us, but continued even 80 to 
be whatsoever He had been. For it became Him to be that 
which He had been, since He 1s unchangeable, and, as Scrip- 


James i. 17, ture declares, not subject even to a © shadow of turning.” 


But inasmuch as a long discourse 1s required for what re- 
mains, holding 1t in for the present, as it were, with a bridle, 
lest it 8should become tedious to the hearers, we will hereafter 
with God's help explain 1t to you, when next Christ the 
Saviour of us all as8embles us here: by Whom and with 


Whom, to God the Father be praise and dominion with the 
Holy Ghost for ever and ever, Amen, 
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THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 


SERMON LXXI. 


Upon, * Our Father, Who artY in heaven.” C. xi. 2. 


OUR Lord Jesus Christ counted the insatiate dezire of 


learning as worthy of all praise, thus saying : © Blessed are Mat. v. 6. 


* they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
*« hall be satisfied.” For it 1s right constantly to hunger and 
thirst after those things, by means of which a man becomes a 
warm lover of saintly glories, and earnest in every good work. 
And to all who are thus minded, Christ reveals the way by 
which they can accomplish their desire. But serviceable 1s 1t 
above all things besides for the religious unto salvation, that 
they know how to pray, and offer not supplications displeasing 


to Almighty God. For as the wise Paul wrote to us, © We know Rom. viii. 


* not what to pray for as we ought.” Let us therefore draw 


near unto Christ, the Giver of wisdom, and say, © Teach us to Luke xi. 1. 


* pray.” Let us be hke the holy apostles, who above all other 
things asked of Him this profitable and saving lesson. 

Now at our last meeting we heard the gospel read, which 
says of Christ, the Saviour of us all, that © it came to pass, that 
*as He was in a certain place praying by Himselt.” And we 
addressed you, explaining as well as we could the dispensation, 
by reason of which Christ prayed: and when we had carried 
our argument to this point, we reserved the rest for some fit- 
ting occasion. This has now arrived, and is present. Let us 
then proceed to what follows ; for the Saviour said, © When 
* ye pray, say, Our Father.” And another of the holy evan- 
gelists adds, © who art in heaven.” 

O boundless liberality ! O incomparable gentleness, and that 
beftitteth Him alone! He bestows upon us His own glory : 
He raises slaves to the dignity of freedom : He crowns man's 
estate with such honour as surpasseth the power of nature : 
He brings that to pass which was spoken of old by the voice 


Y BS, Cyril notices below that the Matthew was that best known, as 
Sentence, © Who art in heaven,” having been adopted in the litur- 
was not found in S. Luke's Gospel. gies: or possibly from S. Cyril's 
Its insertion therefore here is be- habit of quoting S. Matthew's Gos- 
cause the fuller form given by S. pel in preference to S. Luke's. 
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of the Psalmist : © I said, Ye are gods : and all of you children 
* of the Most High.” PFor lo! He rescues us from the mea- 
Sure of slavery, bestowing upon us by His grace that which by 
nature we possessed not : and permits us to call God Father, 
as being admitted to the rank of s0ns. Of Him have we re- 
ceived this, together with all our other privileges: and the 
wise John the Evangelist witnesses thereto, thus writing of 
Him : © He came to His own, and His own received Him not : 
© but to all who received Him He gave power to become the 
* gons of God, even to those who believe in His Name: who 
© were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
* the will of man, but of God.” For we have been faslhioned 
unto the sonship by that birth which 1s spiritually wrought in 
us, *© not by corruptible seed, but rather by the living and 
* abiding Word of God,” as Scripture says. © By willing it 
* He begat us by the Word of truth, that we might be a kind 
« of firstfruts of His creatures ;*”* for &0 one of the holy apo- 
stles declares. And Christ Himself, in a certain place, clearly 
explained the manner of this birth by declaring ; « Verily I 
* 8ay unto you, that unless a man be born of water and Spirit, 
*« he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Or rather, —tfor to 
you 1t 18 right to speak even of those-things that are myster1- 
ous, —He Himselt became both the way and the door, and the 
cause of a grace being bestowed upon us thus glorious and 
worthy of our gaining by having taken upon Him our likeness. 
For although in that He 1s perceived to be, and is God, He 
1s free, yet He took the form of a slave, that He might 
bestow upon us those things which are His, and enrich the 
Slave with His own excellencies. For He alone is by nature 
free, because He alone 1s Son of the Father, even of Him 
Who 1s supreme above all, and ruleth over all, and Who is by 
nature and verily free. For whatsoever has been brought mito 
existence bows the neck of slavery to Him Who created it. 
For the Psalmist 8mgeth unto Him, saying, that © all things 
* are Thy slaves :” but masmuch as m the dispensation He 
transferred to Himself what was ours, He has given us what 
was His. And most wise Paul, the minister of His mysteries, 


2 Cor.viii.g. 18 our proof, thus writing: © That when He was rich, He made 


* Himself poor, that we by His poverty might be rich.” For 
our things, by which is meant the condition of human nature, 
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? 
is poverty to God the Word: while 1t 1s wealth to human na- 


ture to receive what things are His. And of these one 1s the 
dignity of freedom,—a gitt peculiarly befitting those who have 
been called to sonship. And this, as I mentioned, is also His 
gift : for He said unto us, © And call no man your Father on 
« earth: for One 1s your Father, Who is in heaven: and ye 
« all are brethren.” And again, He Himself too, from His in- 
finite love to mankind, 18s not ashamed to call us brethren, thus 
saying ; © I will preach Thy name to My brethren.” For be- 
cause He became like unto us, we thereby have gained bro- 
therhood with Him. 

He commands us therefore to take boldness, and say in our 
prayers, © Our Father.” We children of earth and slaves, and 
subject by the law of nature to Him Who created us, call Hun 
Who 1s in heaven Father. And most fittingly He makes those 
who pray understand this also : that if we call God Father, 
and have been counted worthy of $0 distinguished an honour, 
must we not necessarily lead holy and thoroughly blameless 
lives, and 80 behave as 1s pleasing to our Father, and neither 
think nor say anything unworthy or unfit for the freedom that 
has been bestowed upon us? And $0 one of the holy apostles 
spake : * If ye call Him Father, Who without respect of per- 
* 80ns judgeth according to every man's work, let your con- 
** yersation during the time of your s0journing be mn fear.” 
For it 1s a most serious thing to grieve and provoke a father, 
by turning aside unto those things which are not right. How 
do earthly fathers act, or what is their feeling towards their 
Sons! When they see them willing to conform themselves to 
their wishes, and choosing that course of conduet which 1s 
pleasing to them, they love and honour them ; they open to 
them their house ; they multiply their presents of whatsoever 
they wish, and acknowledge them as their heirs. But if they 
are disobedient, and untractable, having no respect for the laws 
of nature, and indifferent to that affection which is implanted in 
us, they drive them from their house, and deem them unworthy 
of any honour, or indulgence, or love : they even refuse to 
acknowledge them as s8ons, and do not write them as their 
heirs, 

Mount now, I pray, from things as they are with us to those 
that transcend us. Thou callest God Father : honour Him with 
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ready obedience : yield submisson as that which is His due: 
live 80 as He pleaseth : shew not thyself harsh or proud, but, 
on the contrary, tractable and submiss1ve, and ready without 
delay to follow His directions, s0 that He may honour thee in 
return, and appoint thee fellow-heir with Him Who 1s the Son 
by nature, For if © He gave Him for us, how will He not with 
* Him also give us all things,” according to the express1on of 
the blessed Paul. But if thou hast no regard for thyself, and 
therefore heedest not the bounteous gift that 1s bestowed, thou 
art proved to be bold, and, s0 to speak, without salt, loving 
pleasure more than thou lovest the Father. Fear, therefore, 
lest of thee als& God say that which was spoken of the 
Israelites by the word of Isaiah ; © Hear, O heavens; and 
* give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken: I have be- 
« gotten and brought up children, but they have rejected Me.” 
Heavy m every way, my beloved, 1s the guilt of those who 
rebel; and most wicked the crime of rejecting (God). Very 
wisely therefore, as I said, does the Saviour of all grant us to 
call God Father, that we, well knowing that we are 80ns of 
God, may behave in a manner worthy of Him Who has thus 
honoured us; for 8 He will receive the supplications which 
we offer in Christ: by Whom and with Whom to God the 
Father be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for eyer 
and ever, Amen, 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 


SERMON LXXIL 
Upon © Hallowed be Thy Name.” C. xi, 2. 


ALL who desire the sacred words of God, the prophet 
Isaiah commands, saying; * Ye who thirst come to the waters:” x; ty. r. 
for whosoever will may draw from the life-giving fountain. 
And who 1s this fountain ! Plainly it is Christ, and His doe- 
trines. For He has somewhere said unto us, © Whosoever Johnvii.37. 
« thirsteth, let him come unto Me and drink.” Let us then 
once again come as to a fountain : let us fill our souls : let us 
s$atiate ourselyes of the torrent= of pleasure. For the blessed 
David 8omewhere in a psalm thus speaketh of Him unto God 
the Father : © They shall be satisfied with the fatness of Thy Ps.xxxvi.8. 
*« house: and Thou shalt make them drink of the torrent of 
«© Thy pleasure. For with Thee 1s the fountain of life.” For 
the river of pleasure is richly poured forth for us, and the foun- 
tain of life, even that which is in Christ : Who also by one of 
the prophets has thus s8poken concerning us; © Behold, I bend Is. lxvi. 12. 
« down unto them as a river of peace, and as a torrent flooding 
* them with the glory of the Gentiles.” 
For observe how Christ watereth us with rich streams of 
Spiritual blessings. For what will He next teach us! When ye 
pray, He says, 8ay, © Our Father, Hallowed be Thy Name.” 
Now behold ! already we have discoursed unto you not without 
profit, when explaining in what manner 1t 1s right for us to 
$ay, © Our Father.” And ye, I think, remember my words, 
in that ye are, as I said, eager after learning. In order, there- 
fore, that we may not say the same things; for that were te- 
dious to attentive listeners, who store up in the treasure-house 


Z [>a is not a river, but a ley, but really a constantly-flowing 
torrent flowing after rain ; whence stream, the bed therefore of which 
comes its other signification of a could not be cultivated.) These tor- 


valley, (the only one noticed by 
Castellus,) as the bed of such 
Streams was often of cons1derable 
breadth, and cultivated in the dry 
Season: cf, Deut. xxi. 4. (1718 >n) 
translated in the A.V., a rough yal- 


rent beds are what in India are called 
* nallahs:” and as generally being 
rough and precipitous, the word 18 
used by the Syriac translator to re- 
present $apays in Luke 11. 5. 
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of their heart whatever they haye already understood, and 
wish constantly to adyance unto something further, let us pro- 
ceed to that which follows, namely, © Hallowed be Thy Name:” 
and let us consider in what way this also must be understood. 

Do we then pray that additional holiness may accrue unto the 
all-holy God? And how would not this be absolutely absurd ! 
For if indeed there be anything wanting to God over all, in 
order to his being perfect, and in need of nothing, He may 
need additional holiness : but if He be full, as He says, and in 
every respect pertect in and by Himself, and the Giver of ho- 
liness to the creation out of His own fulness ; what addition 
can He receive! For all things are His, and He has reached 
the highest perfection in every good : for this is also an attri- 
bute of His by nature. And besides 1t 1s a foohsh and ridicu- 
lous thing for those who pray to imagine that they offer their 
8upphications not on their own behalf but on His. What there- 
fore 18 the meaning of © Hallowed be Thy Name ?” 

We say then, that men do not supplicate for any addition of 
holiness to accrue unto God over all : for who is greater than 
He, and able to give Him any increase ? * For without all 
* doubt the less is blessed of the greater.” But they suppli- 
cate rather that this may be granted unto them and all man- 
kind. For when 1t 1s our settled conviction and belief, that He 
Who by nature 1s God over all, is Holy of the Holies, then we 
confess His glory and supreme majesty : then we receive His 
fear into our mind, and lead upright and blameless lives, that by 
thus becoming ourselves holy, we may be able to be near unto 
the holy God. For it 1s written; © Become ye holy : for I am 
* holy.” And He once also said to the hierophant Moses, © I will 
* be hallowed in them that draw nigh unto Me.” The prayer 
therefore 1s, May Thy Name be kept holy in us, in our minds 
and walls : for this is the s1gnification of the word © Hallowed.” 
For just as one who suffers under a disease in his bodily sight, 
and 1s able to see but little, and with difficulty; and prays, 
saying, *O Lord of all, grant that the hght of the 8un's radiance 
* may illuminate me also,' does not, we affirm, make his 8uppli- 
cations on the sun's behalf, but, on the contrary, upon his own: 
80 also 1f a man say, © Our Father, hallowed be Thy Name,” 
he 18 not requesting any addition to be made to God's holiness, 
but rather asks, that he may himself possess such a mind and 
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faith, as to feel that His Name is honourable and holy. The 


act therefore is the source of life, and the cause of every bless-. 


ing : for to be thus affected towards God, how must it not be a 
thing worthy of the highest estimation, and useful for the 8al- 
vation of the soul ! 

But do not imagine, that when those who depend upon His 
love are earnest in their suppheations towards God, that they 
ask these things of Him for themselves alone : but know ra- 
ther, that their purpose 1s to intercede for all the dwellers 
upon earth : for those who already have beheved; and for 
those who have not as yet received the faith, nor acknowledged 
the truth. For for those who already have believed, they ask 
that their faith may be establisghed, and that they may be able 
to practise the glories of the more excellent life : while for 
those who as yet are not behevers, they ask that they may be 
called, and their eyes be opened; even in this following the 
footsteps of Christ, Who according to the words of John 1s 
* the Adyocate with the Father for our sins : and not for our's 
* only, but for the whole world.” He therefore Who 1s the In- 
tercessor for the saints, and for the whole world, wills that His 
disciples be hke Himself. When therefore men say to the 
Father, © Hallowed be Thy Name,” bear in mind, that among 
those who have not as yet gained the Iight of truth, nor re- 
ceived the faith, the Name of God 1s despised. It does not as 
yet seem to them to be holy, honourable, and adorable. But 
no s0oner has the light of trath risen upon them, and they 
have with effort awoke as from some night and darkness, then 
learning Who and how great He is, they acknowledge Him as 
Holy of the Holies, and have correspondent sentiments and 
behef. 

But that the phrase, that God 1s hallowed by us, 1s a con- 
fession of our regarding Him as Holy of Holies, and does 
not bestow on Him any additional holiness, thou mayest under- 
stand hence. 
** Lord, and He $hall be Thy fear : and if thou trustest in 
«© Him, He shall be holiness unto thee.” Do we then make 
God holy? Is it the act of human nature to bestow ought on 
God? Does the thing made benefit the Maker! Does any 
man- imagiue that He, Who of his fulness richly distributes 
unto the creature His gitts, will Himself receive ought of us, 
vVvu2Z 


IJohnun.n. 


One of the holy prophets 8aid, © Hallow the Is. viii. r3. 
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whose place it 1s to listen to the words of the blessed Paul ; 


1 Cor. iv. 7, ** What hast thou that thou hast not received ??? When, there- 


fore, the prophet said, © Hallow the Lord, and He shall be thy 
* fear, and holiness unto thee ;** we aftirm that what he teaches 
18, © Beheve that He is holy, for then ye will fear Him ; and 
*80 He will thus be to yon the means of holiness.” And it 1s 


ls, xlix. 7. written again of Christ the Saviour of us all ; © Hallow Him, 


(Sept.) 


* Who despised Hunself,” For He did despise Himself, by 
deeming His fe of no account, and laying 1t down for our 
8akes.. But let Him be hallowed, it says, by you : that 1s, let 
Hm be acknowledged as holy. For, such He is by nature, as 
being very God, and the Son of God. For to be essentially 
holy suits not any one wha'isoeyer of those things, which from 
nonexistence have been brought into being: but only that 
Supreme nature which transcends all. By beheving therefore 
that He is by nature holy ;—for this 1s the meaning of our 
hallowing Him ; — we further acknowledge Him to be very 
God. 

For ourselyes therefore and not for God let us pray, saying, 
« Hallowed be Thy Name.” For if we are thus disposed, and 
with free mind offer up prayers such as this, God the Father 
will accept us, and Christ with Him will bless us : by Whom 
and with Whom to God the Father be praise and domimon, 
with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXIIL. 
Upon © Thy kingdom come.” 


THOSE who love riches, and whose mind 1s set on wealth 
and gain, gather by every means in their power the wished for 
object, and there 1s no labour they will not undertake. But 


their pursuit ends in no happy 188ue : © For what,” as the Mat. xvi. 
26. 


Saviour saith, © is a man profited, if he gain the whole world, 
© but lose himself!” But those who love the Word of salva- 
tion, and unrol the divine Scripture as a treasure, and care- 
fully search out the things therein concealed, find the lifegiving 
knowledge which leads them on to every virtuous purswt, 
and makes them perfect in the knowledge of the doctrines of 
truth. Let us search therefore into the sense of the passage 
s8et before us. And our object is intelligently to see what the 
Saviour commanded. For we must, He said, when we pray 
8ay, © Thy kingdom come.” Nevertheless He reigns over all 
with God the Father : nor can any addition be made to His 
kingly glory, either as accruing to Him from without, or as 
given Him by another. Nor did 1t gather by the course of 
time, but, 80 to speak, sprang up with Him without a beginning. 
For He at all time was and 1s that which He was. Altogether 
therefore, and in every way it follows upon His being God by 
nature and verily, that He must be omnipotent, and that this 
glorious attribute is, 80 to speak, His without a beginning, and 
without end. For one also of the holy prophets said unto 
Him, © The Lord hall reign for ever and ever, and yet.” 


* the worlds.” Since, therefore, God ever reigns, and is omni- 
potent, with what view do those who call God Father offer up 
to Him their supplications, and say, Thy kingdom come ! 
They seem, therefore, to desire to behold Christ the Saviour of 
all rising again upon the world. For He will come, He will come 
and descend as Judge, no longer in low estate hike unto us, nor in 
the meanness of human nature ; but in glory such as becometh 


IG 5 * 


Ex. xv. 18. 
And the divine Psalmist too says, © Thy kingdom 1s an ever- Ps.exlv.13. 


* lasting kingdom.” And again ; © God 1s our king before Ps. lxxiv. 
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God, and as He dwells in the unapproachable hght, and with the rTim.vi.16. 
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angels as His guards. For 80 He somewhere IHimself aid, 
that * the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father, 
* with His holy angels.” And I think, therefore, that I ought 
to add this too : that at the consummation of this world He will 
descend from heaven, but no longer to instruct those on earth, as 
He did of old, nor again to shew them the way of salvation ; — 
the season for this has passed away ;—but to judge the world. 
And the wise Paul also bears witness to what I say, declaring 
that © we all must be revealed before the judgment seat of 
« Christ, that every man may be requited for those things 
* that were by means of the body, according to what he hath 
« done, whether it be good, or whether 1t be bad.” 

Terrible, therefore, 1s that judgment seat ; without respect 
of persons 1s the Judge; it is a time of pleading, or rather 
of trial, and of retribution. The fire is prepared for the 
wicked, and enduring punishment, and eternal torments :—and 
how can men pray to behold that time ? Observe, I pray again, 
the Saviour's skilfulness, and His admirable management in 
every particular. For He commanded them to ask in prayer 
that this dread time may come, to make them know that they 
must live, not carelessly, nor dissolutely, nor moreover as þbe- 
gwled into Jaxity and the love of pleasure ; but, on the con- 
trary, as becometh saints, and according to God's will : that 80 
that time may prove the bestower upon them of crowns, and 
not, of fire and condemnationf. For for the wicked and impure, 
in that they lead base and lascivious lives, guilty of every vice, 
it were in no way fit for them in their prayers to 8ay, Thy 
kingdom come. Rather let them know that in 80 saying they, 
as 1t were, charge God with blame, because the time of their 
punishment does not quickly arise and manifest itself. Of them 
one of the holy prophets said, © Woe unto those that dexire 
* the day of the Lord ! What will the day of the Lord be unto 
«you! For it is darkness, and not hght ; and that thick dark- 
* ness In which 1s no brightness.” 


f Aquinas, who has preserved 
this pass8age, has added to it an 
assertion that the clause, © Thy will 
be done,” &c., is borrowed from 
St. Matthew ; but really we have 
seen that S. Cyril acknowledges it 
as a part of St. Luke's Gospel. 
S, Augustine im his Enchiridion, 


CC. XXV. XXV1., however, does affirm 
its absence, saying that two clauses 
are wanting in the shorter form of 
the Lord's Prayer as given by St. 
Luke; namely, *'Thy will be done” 
and © Deliver us from evil :” and 
all modern editors, except Lach- 
mann, agree in rejecting both. 
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The saints, therefore, ask that the time of the Saviour's 
pertect reign may come, because they have laboured dutifully, 
and have a pure conscience, and look for the requital of what 
they have already wrought. For just as those who are ex- 
pecting Aa festival and merriment about forthwith to come, 
and shortly to appear, thirst for its arrival, 80 als do they. 
For they trust that they shall stand glorious in the presence of 
the Judge, and hear Him say : © Come, ye blessed of My Mat. xxv. 
« Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the *? 
« foundations: of the world.” They were wise and zealous 
stewards, when thew Lord set them over His household, to 
give them their meat mn its season. Well and wisely did they 
distribute to their fellow servants those things by the recerving 
of which they had themselves before been made rich ; for they 
remembered Hum Who said : © Freely ye have received, freely Mat. x. 8. 
* give.” When they received of Him the talent, they did not 
bury 1t im the earth. They were not hke that slothful, and 
indolent, and careless servant, who drew near, saying, ©* Lord, Mat. xxv. 
«I knew Thee that Thou art a hard man; reaping where 7 
* Thou sowedst not, and gathering whence thou scatteredst not : 
* and I was afraid, and Jid the talent. Behold ! Thou hast 
«*'Thine own.” They, on the contrary, traded : and 80 they 
brought 1t greatly mullaptod, saying, © Lord, Thy pound hath Luke XIX. 
* made ten pounds,” and were admitted to yet further honours = 
They possessed an active, and right hearty, and courageous 


disposttion ; they had put on the panoply of God ; the breast- Eph. vi. 13. 


plate of righteousness ; the helmet of salvation ; had taken the 
Spirit's 8word : It did not escape them that they had a war, 
not against blood and flesh, but against magistracies, against 
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the 
Spirits of wickedness in the heavenly regions. For many 
wove for themselyes crowns of martyrdom, and by enduring 


conflicts, even unto life and blood, were made * a spectacle to 1 Cor. iv. g. 


** the world, and to angels, and to men,” and were accounted 
worthy of all admiration. There were others who endured 
labours and persecutions, eagerly contending for His glory. 


** Cruel wolves sprang in upon Christ's flocks, not sparing the Actsxx.29. 
* flock,” as the divine Paul declares. *© Deceitful workers ;”? 2Cor. xi.13; 


* false apostles,” vomiting forth the gall of the malice of the 


devil, and *speaking perverse things,” such as lead ignorant souls Actsxx. 30. 
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to destruction, and © wound their weak conscience.” These, by 
flattering the powers of this world, brought persecutions and 
distresses upon the champions of the truth. But they made no 
great account of what they suffered, for they looked unto the 
hope which they had in Christ. For it was not unknown to them 
that © by suffering for Him they would reign with Him.” They 
knew that at the time of the resurrection, © He will change the 
body of their humilaation into the hkeness of His glorious body.” 
They fully believed what He said about the consummation of 
the world, that when He shall appear to them again from 
heaven, © they shall shine hke the sun in the kingdom of their 
** Father.” Justly, therefore, in their prayers they say, © Thy 
* kingdom come.” For they feel confident that they shall receive 
a recompense for their brayery, and attain to the consumma- 
tion of the hope set before them. 

May it be our lot also to be counted worthy of this great 
inheritance in Christ ; by Whom and with Whom to God the 
Father be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever 
and ever, Amen. 


THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 


SERMON LXXIV. 


Upon © Thy will be done; as in heaven, 80 on earth.” 


THE prophet David made his supplications to Christ the 


Saviour of all, saying, © Lead me unto Thy truth, and teach Ps. xxv. 5. 


* me that Thou art God my Saviour.” For all those are 
taught of God who are in Christ by faith ; and among these 
are we. Of Him, therefore, let us ask the explanation of His 
words : for whosoever would understand correctly and without 
error what He wishes to teach, are in need of divine light : 
but He is the Giver of all wisdom, and sheds His Iight upon 
the mind and heart of those that ask Him. For again the 
Psalmist 8aid, © Open mine eyes, and I shall behold Thy won- 
« ders out of Thy law.” Let us, therefore, examine this part 
also of the prayer : for it will profit us in no slight degree to 
the salvation of the 8oul. Why then did He command the 
saints to ay unto God the Father in heaven, © Thy will be 
« done; as in heaven, $0 in earth !” 

Worthy of the saints, and full of all praise 1s this petition 
also. For for them to ask that the good-will of God may 
prevail on earth, what else is it but to ask that all mankind 
may lead praiseworthy and elect lives, and practise and know 
all virtue? By 80 doing, the holy angels, we affirm, dwell 


in glory in heaven : for it is written ; © Bless the Lord all ye Ps. ciii. 2«. 


* His powers; His ministers who do His will.” For by ad- 
hering to the will of their Lord, and fulfilling that righteous- 
ness which transcends human things, they preserve their high 
estate, whereas those who acted otherwise fell therefrom. 

But to gather to a head, and, 80 to speak, collect briefly 
the meaning of the words, we supplicate, that power may be 
given to the dwellers upon earth to do the will of God, and 
mmitate the conduct practised above in heaven by the holy 
angels. Let us see, therefore, as well as we can, in what way 
the powers above and the ranks of the holy angels successfully 
pertorm their duty. How do they honour God? Is it by 
8acrifices of blood ? Is it by perfume and frankincense, as for- 
800th the Israel after the flesh did ? But this I think is alto- 
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gether incredible both to think and say. For it is rather true 
to affirm that they fulfil a spiritual and not a material service, 
ever crowning with lauds and praises the Creator of all, and 
fulfilling that righteousness which is 8wtable to holy spirits. 
Those, therefore, who in their prayers ask that the will of 
(0d may be done also on earth, ought necessarily themselves 
to hve blamelessly, and to pay no "regard to these earthly 
things, but free themselves from all impurity, and leap out of 
the pitfalls of iniquity, and © perfect holiness in the fear of 
* God;” that as Paul also saith, even while walking upon earth, 
* their conversation may be in hea; en.” And above all others 
let those who belong to the Jewish multitude, but have been 
enriched with the righteousness that is in Christ by faith, 
know that 1t 18s altogether fitting for them if they would fulfil 
the word of God, to cease from the shadows of the law, and 
abandon the service that consists in semblances and types : 
and choose rather the service which 1s spiritual, and pure, and 
mmaterial. For as the Saviour somewhere sa1d, © God is a 
* Spirit ; and they that worship Him must worship Him mn 
+ gpirit and in truth. For s&uch the Father also requireth 
** those to be who worship Him.” 

For that the legal manner of service 1s not what He re- 
quires, 1s a thing in no respect difficult to see from the pro- 
phetic and apostolic writings. For by the word of Jeremiah He 
8ays, © Why bring ye unto Me the frankincense from Sheba ; 
* and cinnamon from a far country !? Your whole burnt-offering 
*« 18 not acceptable, and your sacrifices please Me not.” And 
by the voice of David, © I will not take bullocks from thy 
** house, nor he goats out of thy flocks : should I eat the flesh 
* of bulls, or drink the blood of goats!” And the blessed Paul 
als shows that the service that is by the law 1s powerless unto 
justification, thus saying ; © For that no man 1s justified by the 
* law before God is evident.” The will therefore of God, that 
will which we pray may be done upon earth, is not that we 
should conform to the law, and hve according to the grossness 
of 1ts letter, but that we should endeavour to hive by the gospel. 
And this 1s effected by a faith correct and free from error, and 
by a holy life, possessed of the sweet savour of every virtue, 
and proved by the testimony of good and noble conduct in 
every thing that 1s excellent. 
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And to explain also in another way the sense of what 1s laid 
before us, we 8ay, that those who utter unto God the petition 
*« Thy will be done, as in heaven 80 on earth,” pray that they 
may 8ee the cessation of 8m. For the law of Moses was given 
unto the Israehtes to be their schoolmaster; but those who 
received it paid but sIight heed to its commands : they were 


« lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ;” and turned 2 Tim. iii. 4. 


aside to follow their own will : for they wandered after the 
doctrines and commandments of men. For God also some- 


where 8aid of them ; © This people draweth near unto Me ; 1s. xxix.13. 


*« with their lips they honour Me, but their heart 1s far from 
+ Me. But in yain fear they Me, while teaching the doctrines 
* and commandments of men.” And He als. said of them by 


the word of Jeremiah ; * Hear, O earth, behold I bring upon Jer. vi. 19, 


+ this people evils; the fruit of their turning aside : because 
* they have not regarded My Word, and have rejected My 
« law.” Such then was the state of the Jews. But that 
other multitude, spread over the whole earth, was in error in 


manifold ways. * For they served the creatures instead of the Rom. i. 25. 


* Creator :” and having humbled their mind to submisson 
unto unclean spirits, were led by them readily and without 
understanding, into every thing base, and every kind of wick- 


edness was honoured among them, and © they gloried in their Phil.iii. 19, 


* shame,'' as Scripture saith. 

The saints therefore supphecate, that both of these, as well 
[srael as the Gentiles, may be counted worthy of peace from 
on high, and be comforted in that they were in misery, and 
canght, s0 to speak, in the net of sin, without possibility of 
escape : that having received the righteousness which 1s in 
Christ by faith, they may become pure, and skilful in every good 
work. For this reason they pray, © Thy will be done, as in 
« heaven, 80 in earth :” for as I said, the will of God over all 
is, that the dwellers upon earth should live hohly, and piously, 
and without blame, being washed from all impurity, and dili- 
gent in imitating the spiritual beauty of the spirits above in 
heaven; 80 that the church on earth, being, as it were, the 


visthle Iikeness and image of the © church of the firstborn” that Heb. xii. 
is above, may please Christ ; by Whom, and with Whom, to ©” 


) . Wl . 
God the Father be praise and dominion with the Holy Ghost, 
for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXXV. 


Upon © Give us every day our needful bread.” 


THOSE who possess earthly riches invite to their house 
Such of their friends as they wish to honour, and setting betore 
them a costly banquet, make them enjoy themselves, though 
providing for them nothing further than the satiating of the 
appetite. But the Saviour and Lord of all, feasts us not with 
bodily enjoyments ; for this 1s profitless, and injurious even to 
the body itself : rather He banquets with spiritual feasts the 
hearts of those who would live virtuously, bestowing on them 
the saving doctrine of the gospel, by means of which a man 
becomes full of all good, and an heir of eternal hfe. And what 
I have said is clearly taught us in the passage now set before 
us. For when ye pray, He says, ye must say, © Give us every 
* day the bread of our necessity.” 

But some, perchance, may think and even say, that 1t 1s 
unsuitable and not fitting for the saints to ask of God these 
corporeal things ; and may therefore divert what 1s said to a 
Spiritual sense ; and affirm that they ask not earthly bread, 
nor that for the body, but rather That Which came down 
from above, from heaven, and gave life to the world. And I 
too without all doubt would say, that it most becomes the saints 
earnestly to endeavour to be accounted worthy of spiritual 
gifts. We must, however, also understand, that though they ask 
sImple bread, and this be what the Saviour bids them do, that 
thei address to God 1s nevertheless free from all blame, and 
Suitable to the piety of their lives. For examine what is the 
8ense concealed in these words, and with what doctrines it is 
pregnant. For in that He commanded to ask for the bread, 
that 1s, for the food of a day, it is evident, that He does not 
permit them to possess any thing, but requires them rather 
to practise a saintlhike poverty. For to ask is not the part 
of those who have, but of those rather who are in necd of 
what the body indispensably requires, and cannot do without. 
Should then any one who 1s in want of nothing, say unto the 
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omniscient God, © Give us the bread of a day,” he would of 
course 8eem to wish to receive in derision, or perchance even to 
ridicule the meaning of the command, and to imagine as 8ome 


do, © That the Lord doth not see, neither the God of Jacob ps. xciv. 7. 


« understand.” By this very command therefore, inasmuch as 
they ask what they have not, we may perceive, that He does 
not wish His disciples to set their desire upon wealth. And 


this He is found elsewhere clearly enjoining : 


« for yourselves, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; 
* neither for your body what ye shall put on: for all these 
* things the Gentiles seek after. But seek ye chiefly the 
« kingdom of God and His righteousness : and all these things 
* shall be added unto you. For your heavenly Father knoweth 
« that all these things are needed by you.” 

The word entovotos ®, applied here to the bread, some explain 
as meaning that which 1s coming, and about to be given in the 
future world, understanding it again spiritually : while others 
give the word a different sense. But if 1t be true, that the bread 
men make mention of when they pray, 1s that which is to be 


a 'The meaning of the word en«- 
ovotos has greatly troubled inter- 
preters : but the two explanations 
given by Cyril are the most 1m- 
portant, Of these the first derives 
it from Emer, to come upon, Or ra- 
ther from the participle erwovoa, 
which with 1uepa understood, 8igni- 
fies tomorrow. And Jerome even 
mentions that in the apocryphal 
Hehrew gospel the reading was 21> 
Wn tomorrow's bread ; but it seems 
Scarcely possible to 8uppose that 
our Lord commanded us to pray 
unto God to give us today tomors- 
row's bread, Nor is much gained 
by explaining that tomorrow's bread 
Signifies that of the life to come ; 
for it 18 even more improbable that 
according to $S. Luke's reading, we 
are to pray for this to be given us 
** every day.” Passing by Jerome's 
own rendering of supersubstan- 
tialem, which he substituted for the 
quotidianum of the old Latin ver- 


$10n, and which is quite untenable, 
we have Cyril's 8econd derivation 
from ent and ovota, which he 8up- 
ports by the analogy of Tepuovotos, 
a word coined by the LXX, as en- 
ovoios was by the Evangelists. And 
this analogy 1s, I think, conclusve; 
for as nepuovo.os means that which 
exceeds our absolute needs, and 80 1s 
abundant ; 81milarly encovoos means 
that which just meets our absolute 
needs, and 80 1s barely sufficient, or, 
as Cyril renders it, avrdpxys. 'The 
Syriac version of the gospels lately 
published by Dr. Cureton gives no 
help for the interpretation, being in 
S. Mat. [<a [zaX| a>, 

Ha * Give us our bread con- 
stant of the day,” and in $S. Luke, 
024225! Lxac\ COTE Ss CQO 
* Give us the constant bread of 
*« every day.” The Peschito, how- 
ever, and Philoxenian both agree 
with S. Cynl in rendering 1t © our 
** necessary bread.” 


« Be not anxious Mat. vi. 25. 


© AWE. oo IEEE a AE pt EET” 


It. 8. 1s. 


1 Tim. v1. 
IO, 


2 'Tim. 11. 4. 
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given them in the world to come, why do they add, © Give it 
* us every day?” For by this we may see, that what they 
request is their daily provision, asking not as loving wealth, 
but as free from all earthly anxiety. We must explain there- 
fore entovotos as meaning that which 1s necessary and sufficient. 
The blessed Paul has somewhere apphed this phrase to Christ 
the Saviour of us all, with a slight alteration ; for he sa1d that 
* He has prepared for Himself a people Teptiovotos,” using Tept- 
ovo os instead of eniovotos, and meaning a people suthcient, and 
not falling short of perfectness. When therefore they ask 
food for the day, wnderstand, that they offer the request as 
men free from the desire of riches, and who count 1t their boast 
to be entirely destitute of earthly things. 

For it 1s fitting for those who are appointed to the priest- 
hood, to be free from all worldly distraction and care, whoring 
atter none of those things which overwhelm men with necessary 
cares, and cast them as in a slough into the filth of worldly 
lusts. © For the love of money 1s the root of all evil.” And 
it is right that I should say to those who would renounce such 
faults, that they must strip off for the world what belongs to it, 
and deny these bodily things, and seek from God those things 
only which are necessary for existence, protesting as 1t were 
against the weakness of the body, which constantly requpires 
food ; and ready, were it lawful utterly to escape from 1t, and 
life could 80 be prolonged, even to accept this with great joy. 
For just as those who know how to contend in bodily strite, 
and are skilled in the combats of the games, strip off even their 
garments, and stand up manfully against the vigorous strength 
of their opponents ; 80 also the saints, withdrawing from all 
worldly anxiety, and bodily lusts ; and careless even of having 
abundance of food, and stripping as I said to oppose Satan and 
the enemies of the truth, apply themselves to the contests of 
the priestly office, and conquer as combatants. And the divine 
Paul too s0mewhere sa1d of those that war un the flesh : © No 
** man that warreth entangleth himself with worldly mer- 
* chandise, that he may please him who hath chosen him for a 
** 80Idier.” For he goeth not forth to the combat laden with 
Supertluities, but on the contrary only taking with him such 
equipments as are fit for warriors. 
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It becometh therefore the saints, as having a combat to 


wage, not only © against blood and flesh, but also against Eph. vi. 12. 


«* magistracies and powers, and against the world-rulers of 
« this darkness, and against the spirits of evil in the hea- 
« yenly regions,” to be 80 well girt in mind, as not to be 
open to the grasp of those who resist them, and who war 
against the message which they proclaim. And it is right also 
for them to be single-minded, that is, to think only of those 
things which please the Lord, not being partly given up unto 
worldly anxiety, but being all of them entirely holy and with- 
out blame, s0 to make their conduct a sacrifice unto God. For 


it is written that © every sacrifice of the priest shall be a whole Lev. vi. 23. 
* burnt-offering.” For the hves of the worldly are © divided®,” 1 Cor. vii. 
according to the expression of the blessed Paul ; but of the 


saints not 80: but they are entirely consecrated, completely 
holy, emitting a 8weet s8avour unto God: and this we say 18 a 
whole burnt-offering. But when ought that 1s unsaintly 1s 
found in any, it pollutes the sacrifice, alters and divides 1t : or 
rather filth 1s mingled with the ointment ; for its 8weet savour 
has utterly perighed. But the love of money 1s an unsavyoury 
thing ; and the being anxious for the things of the body ; for 
God has everywhere promised the saints that they shall not 
want. If then we do not believe that He will grant this, we 
become partakers of the unbehef of the Jews. For when God 
over all wonderfully and ineffably brought out for them water 


from the rock, they murmured at Him saying ; © Can God Ps. Ixxviii. 


** prepare a table in the wilderness!” And why can He not, 
and wherefore should He not give what He has promised ? For 
all men of good character abide faithfully by their words : and 
how shall God Who transcends all, be false in ought that He 
hath promised ? Men moreover, after having promised some 
good, are often too weak to fulfil their engagements : but He 
who knoweth no weakness, but rather is the Lord of powers, 
Who doeth whatsoever He will without labour and with ease, 


how shall not He accomplish whatsoever He promiseth unto 
men ? 


b S. Cyril evidently punctuates *© anxious about the things of the 
this verse in the 8ame way as the © world to please his wife, and 1s 
Vulgate; © The married man is divided.” 


21 
- "s., 
Kt 52A-SW0 


344 CUMMENTARY UPON 


1 Pet. v. 7. © Casting therefore upon Him our care,” let us ask of Him 
what sufficeth for life; food, that is to 8ay, and clothing, and 
whatever 1s sufficient for us, avoiding all wish to be rich, as 
that which threatens us with destruction. For if 8uch be our 
will, Christ will accept and bless us; by Whom, and with 
Whom, to God the Father be praise and dominion with the 
Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXXVI. 


And forgive us our 8ins : for we also forgive every one that 18 C. xi. 4. 
indebted unto us. 


THE blessed prophet Isaiah, when revealing the way of 
salvation by the preaching of the Gospel, thus somewhere 
Speaks : © There $hall be there a level way, and 1t sball be Is. xxxv.8. 
©* called the holy way.” PFor it leads those who walk thereon 
unto holiness by a spiritual service, 2nd a righteousness supe- 
rior to the law. We remember also Christ, Who says to those 
who love Him; © Verily I say unto you, that unless your Mat. v. 20. 
« righteousness be more than that of the scribes and pharisees, 
« ye $8hall not enter the kingdom of God.” And I say that it 
is the duty of those who have been called by faith to the ae- 
knowledgment of the glory of our universal Saviour Christ, 
and have Him for their head, to delight in wnitating His ac- 
tions, and be in earnest in letting their Iight shine by holy 
conduct, such as was unknown to them of old time. *© For all 2 Cor. v.17. 
* things are become new in Christ.” He requires therefore 
His disciples to be gentle, and slow unto anger, that 80 they 
may be able to say blamelessly in their prayers, © Forgive us 
* our 8ins: for we also forgive every one that 1s indebted 
«© unto us.” Oh! what great and admirable skill ! what saga- 
cious thought ! or rather, oh ! the depth of the riches, both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God ! He first commands them to 
ask. forgiveness of the sins they commit, and then to contess 
that they also entirely forgive others : and if I may 80 say, 
they ask God to imitate the long suffering which they prac- 
tise : and that same gentleness which they shew to their fellow 
8ervants, they pray that they may receive in equal measure 
from God, Who giveth justly, and knoweth how to shew mercy 
unto every man, 

Come, therefore, and let us endeavour to perceive more 
clearly the meaning of the prayer, by entering upon a more 
extended and exact consideration of the passage before us. As 
I sa1d, therefore, He has commanded us when we draw near to 
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8ay : © Forgive us our sins.” And we will examine, if you please, 
what the benefit is which we receive from this. Those then 
who thus speak are not supercilious : they do not think great 
things of themselves : do not vaunt themselves over the weak : 
but, as Scripture saith, * they know themselyes.” For they 
are not hke that ignorant and haughty Pharisee, who even 
made the Lord his witness, according to the parable which 
8ays: © Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the one a 
« Pharisee and the other a publican : and the Pharisee stood 
* and aid thus: God, I thank Thee that I am not as the rest 
*« of mankind, extortioners, unjust, adulterers ; or as this pub- 
* hcan. I fast twice in the week; and tithe every thing 1 
*« possess. But the publican stood afar off, smiting upon Is 
* breast, and saying ; God, be merciful to me a sinner. I say 
* unto you, that this one went down to his house justified ra- 
* ther than the other.” Observe therefore how ruimous 1t 1s 
to vaunt oneself over those who are weak, imagining that our 
conduct 1s in no respect whatsoever worthy of blame. We 
ought rather to cons1der and reflect, that © in many things we 
«all of us are guilty,” and, 80 to speak, are always in ins, 
8ometimes even involuntarily : for 1t 18 written; © Who can 
* understand his offences !” We find also the blessed Pxalmist 
yery anxious in making Ins suppheations to God, and plainly 
8ayIng : © Both cleanse me from my secret doings: and from 
* the deeds of others spare Thy servant, lest they overpower 
© me: then shall I be blameless, and purified from great sin.” 
And further also, the very patient Job offered sacritices for the 
unknown, or rather undiscovered sins of his 8ons, considering 
and s8aying; * It may be my 8ons have spoken evil in their 
© heart against God.” We remember also the very wise Paul, 
who, when he had written, * For I am not conscious of any 
© fault in myself:” thoughtfully added, © but I am not hereby 
*« justified : but He That judgeth me 1s the Lord.” 

It is therefore greatly to our profit constantly to fall down 
before God, Who loveth what is good, and say, Forgive us our 
8Ins. For He 8aid by one of the holy prophets, © Declare thou 
*« first thy unlawtulnesses, that thou mayest be justified.” And 
inasmuch as this was not unknown to the blessed David, .-he 
thus sings; © I said that I will confess of myself my miquity 
* unto the Lord ; and Thou forgavest the wickedness of my 
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* heart.” For God readily accepts, and has mercy on those 
who do not forget their offences, but fall down before Him, and 
ask of Him forgiveness : but He 1s severe, and very justly 80, 
upon the obdurate and the proud, and on him who in his great 
ignorance acquits hnaself of blame. For He said unto one thus 


disposed, * Behold, I have a wt against thee, because thou Jer. ii. 35. 


« s8ayest, I have not ginned.” For who can boast that he has a 
pure heart ! or who can have confidence that he is undefiled by 
gins! The road then to salvation, and which delivers those 
who earnestly walk thereon from the wrath of God, is the con- 
fession of offences, and to say in our prayers to Him Who pu- 
rifieth the wicked, Forgive us our sins, 

There 1s also another way in which 1t benefits us. For 
those verily who own that they have sinned, and wish to obtain 
pardon from God, necessarily fear Him, as One Who 1s about 
to be the Judge : they are not forgetful of God's terrible judg- 


ment-seat. For, as the very wise Paul writes; © We shall all 2Cor. v. 10. 


* be manifested before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
*« man may be requited for the things done by the body, ac- 
* cording to what he hath done, whether 1t be good, or whether 
* 1t be bad.” Those in whose nund the conviction 1s present, 
that they must stand before Him, and make their defence ; and 
if they are accused of wicked conduct, will suffer bitter pumsh- 
ment ; but will be praised, if they have well and wisely lead 
the hfe that is in the flesh on earth ; thirst, on the one hand, 
for the forgiveness of the sins they have already committed, 
that they may escape the unending torment and eternal pun- 
ishment : and, on the other, they hasten to hve uprightly and 
blamelessly, that they may receive the crown that becometh 
the excellence of theig lives. For 80 will the Judge be gentle 


towards them, nor remember evil : © for the iniquity, He saith, Ezech. 
I] XXX111, 12, 


« of the wicked shall not harm him in the day that he she 
* repent of his iniquity.” x 

And let not any one imagine that it 1s lawful for men without 
distinction to say, © Forgive us our mniquities.” For it 1s not 
fitting for those who still continue in wickedness, and wish to 
do 80 to the last, to 8ay, Forgive us our sins : but for those ra- 
ther, who have abandoned their former wicked deeds, and now 
earnestly desire to live as becometh saints. Were 1t not 80, no- 
thing would prevent men who are still wicked, smiters of their. 
Ty 2 
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fathers, and matricides, and adulterers, and sorcerers, and 
whoever are guilty of these most abominable crimes, to con- 
tinue in the practice of them, and cherish their evil propen- 
siti2s unchanged, and be polluted by the pursuit of every 
thing that is base; and nevyertheless to draw near, and pre- 
sSumptuously say, © Forgive us our sins.” For with good rea- 
on the Saviour of all and Lord did not conclude this clause of 
the prayer at this point, but commanded us to add, © For we 
* als ourselves have forgiven every one who 1s indebted to 
us.” But this is fitting only for those to say, who have 
chosen a virtuous life, and are practising without remissness 
Rom. x1. 2. that will of God, which, as Scripture saith, is © good and ac- 
** ceptable and perfect.” These honour a long-suffering temper, 
and acquit of all blame those who have wronged them : and 
even though any one afflict them, they think nothing of the 
matter. To be slow then unto anger, 1s a virtue altogether 
Rom, xiii. excellent, and the fruit of that love which the wise Paul even 
” declares to be © the fulfilling of the law.” 

And consider, I pray, the exceeding beauty of this virtue, 
even from the deformity of the vice opposed to 1t. For irascd- 
bility 1s in truth a serious malady, and whoever 1s 8ubject to 
it in mind becomes irritable and morose, harsh and obdurate, 
the abode and habitation of wrath and vexation ; and this long 
continued, and that cannot be charmed away. Ever doth he 
behold with evil eyes whoever has wronged him : he watches 
lum sternly ; seeks for time and place in which to injure hum : 
and that generally not in equal measure, but many times 
greater than the wrong : he 1s secret and plotting. Is not 
Such a one full of all deformity, hateful to God, and rejected 

Prov. xii, by Him, and therefore in utter misery % © For the ways of 
25. (Bopt.) « the angry,” as it is written, © are to death.” But he who is 
$1nooopla. g1mple, and not irascible, is full of forbearance, and that not s0 
much the forbearance which men practise, as that which cometh 
from above, and from God. His heart is not subject to the fester 
of vexation : it masters its anger, and repels the bitter feelings 
which spring therefrom. He is forgiving, kind to his com- 
pamons, gentle and affable, and humbles hinself to the in- 
firmity of his neighbour. Such was the character of the disct- 
1Cor.iy.12, Ples of the Saviour : for the blessed Paul wrote; © Being 
* reviled, we bless : being persecuted, we bear patiently : being 
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*« defamed, we entreat.” For they have grown like their Lord, 
« Who, when He was reviled, reviſed not again : and when He 
« guffered, threatened not ; but committed His cause to Him 
« that judgeth righteously.” 

We must ask, therefore, of God the forgiveness of the ins 
we have committed, when we have ourselves first forgiven 
whoever have offended in ought, provided that their sin is 
against us, and not against the glory of the supreme God. 
For over such actions we are not lords, but only over those 
which have been committed against ourselves. And by thus for- 
giving the brethren what they do unto us, we shall then cer- 
tainly find Christ, the Saviour of all, gentle and ready to shew 
us mercy : by Whom and with Whom to God the Father be 
praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, 
Amen, 


1 Pet. 11.23. 
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SERMON LXXVII. 


And lead us not into temptation. 


O ALL ye who love the divine will, and are enamonred 
of a blameless fe, draw near unto God over all, and say, 


Ps. xxv. 4. © Shew me Thy ways, QO Lord, and teach me Thy paths.” 


For all wisdom and understanding 1s from Him; and the 
knowledge of all good cometh unto us from above from the 
Supreme throne, as from a fountain; and no man can accom- 
plish any thing praiseworthy, unless he receive the ability 


John xv. 5. from Him. * And this He teacheth us Himself, saying, © With- 


* out Me ye can do nothing.” He therefore Who giveth to 
every man all things whatsoever wherein they can justly glory, 
now leadeth us on to another of those things which are neces- 
sary to salvation. For He commands us when we are instant 
in prayer to say, © Lead us not into temptation.” 

With these words Luke concludes the prayer ; but Matthew 


Mat. vi. 13. 18 found to add, © but deliver us from evil.” And there 1s a 


certain close connection in the clauses : for plainly 1t follows 
from men not being led into temptation, that they are als0 
delivered from eyil; or perchance, were any one to say, that 
the not being led into 1t 1s the same as the being delivered 
from 1t, he would not err from the truth. But let us consider 
this : Does the Saviour and Lord of all wish His friends to be 
cowardly ! Are they to be lazy and abject, and in earnest 
rather m avoiding the contest than in winning renown! And 


Ps. xxxi. yet the Spirit Ws in the book of Psalms, © Be Strong, and let 


* your heart be firm, all ye who trust in the Lord.” And the 


Mat. v. 10. Sayiour Himself s0mewhere saith, © Blessed are they who are 
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« persecuted for righteousness' sake : for theirs 1s the kingdom 
* of heaven.” If then He crown with such splendid honours 
him who 1s persecuted, and to be persecuted 1s undeniably a 
temptation ”, in what sense does He command them to avoid 
temptation ! For certainly it 1s not inactivity, and an unprofit- 
able dilatoriness, and a thankless sloth, which render those train- 
ed for gymnastic contests successful, and worthy of honours, and 


m Or im more modern language a trial, which is the strict meaning of 
temptation, a derivative of tento. 
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the clapping of hands, but, on the contrary, severe toil. 
Moreover, it is not in time of peace that one sees the man 
who is well acquainted with the tactics of war, and bold withal, 
and tried ,in battle, but he must have shewn himself a hardy 
combatant against the enemy. And why then does Christ, 80 
to speak, even hamstring those who love Him, by making 
them s8ay, © Lead us not into temptation.” 11 
To this we reply, gathering after our manner those ideas 'F 
which are best, that He does not wish His followers to 1 
be abject, nor yet indolent m any other way ; that He 
even incites them to courageousness in all things praise- 
worthy, saying, © Enter in at the strait door : for narrow 18 Mat. vii.13. 
* the door, and strait the way, that leadeth unto hfe, and 
* few are they who find 1t.” There must therefore be in us 
an unchangeable and manly spirit of ardour: and a mind 
patient in endurance, such as was that of the blessed Paul, who 
8a1d, © Who shall separate me from the love of Christ ? Shall Rom. viii. 
« tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 5 
* ness, or danger, or the sword?” But even though we be 
thus minded, and attain to these measures of manliness, yet ij 
we must think humbly of ourselves, being © poor in spirit,”” Mat. v. 3. 4 
according to the Saviour's word, and not imagine that always i 
and necessarily we shall conquer all temptations. For some- 
times an unendurable alarm falling upon the mind of a man 
terrifies it into abject fear ; as also does Satan, who hates what- "Nt 
ever is good; and the severity of the temptation unbends Wo 
Sometimes even the most courageous mind. So do the violent i! 
and unendurable blows of the waves dash to pieces a firmly "oi 
built and well-manned ship: and so does a dense mass of ; 
darts shot from the hands of the enemy put to flight the most : 
Steadfast soldier. No one therefore ought to be over-contident, \þ 
or rash in encountering temptations, even though he be brave 1 
in mind : but rather let us reflect upon the infirmity of our if 
mind, and fear with soberness, lest perchance we prove a cause ; bl 
of ridicule to our tempters, by not being able to bear the brunt qt; 
of the battle. { 
Let us therefore pray that we may not be tempted : for 1t 1s {it 
a thing difficult to escape from, and difficult to most men to "; 
endure unto the end. But when the conjuncture summons us of [10 
necessity thereto, then indeed, exerting all our strength, we [ 


al ns ai 
5 > db” 


Mat. x. 28. 


Jam. 1. I2, 


Ps. Ixxv. 5. 


Mat. x. 34. 


1 Pet. iv, 
19. 


1 Pet. 1v. 
I5, 


$1534 COMMENTARY UPON 


must enter the conflict, and struggle for our souls, nothing 
fearing, but, on the contrary, calling to mind what Christ the 
Saviour of all said to us; © Fear ye not them who kill the 
** body, but cannot kill the goul ; but rather fear Hum Who is 
* able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” As also that 
holy apostle who thus wrote, * Blessed is the man that en- 
* dureth temptation : who, when he 1s proved, shall receive the 
* crown of life, which Goa hath promised to them that love 
*« Him.” 

There are however many kinds of temptation ; of which two 
are of universal occurrence, and common and very general, 
And what these are it behoves us to tell. There are in the 
world many herexies ; false apostles, and false teachers, who 
gathering the wearisomeness of frigid inventions, and glorying 
in the arts of worldly wisdom, adulterate the language of the 
8acred proclamations, and multiply blasphemous words against 
their own pates : and as the Psalmist saith, © they set up their 
* horn on high, speaking iniquity against God :?? yea, and 
against God the Word the Maker of all, Who, they say, is to 
be reckoned among those things that were made by Him ; and 
IS a 8eryant, and not a son; and a creature, and not the Lord. 
These, resisting the champions of the truth, persecute those 
whose choice 1t is to hold sound doctrine, and who defend the 
divine glory, and endeavour to crown the only-begotten Word 
of God with incomparable praises. When therefore any tempta- 
tion arrive on this account, be not thou found one who throws 
away his shield, nor a soldier who runs from the battle, nor an 
athlete destitute ahike of skill and courage. Wish not an un- 
seasonable peace, the cause of future ruin ; but remember that 
Christ the Saviour of all sa1d, © Think not that I am come to 
© bring peace upon earth; I am not come to bring peace, but 
* a sword.” And it perchance it happen that the persecutors 
possess worldly power, fear not the harm they can do thee, nor 
the danger even of blood, and the risk of life ; but remember 
again the exhortation of the holy apostle, who says, © There- 
*« fore let those also who suffer according to the will of God 
* commend their souls to a faithful Creator.” And again, 
* For let no one of you sufter as a thiet, or as an evil doer, or 
* as one busy with other men's things ; but if as a Christian, 
* let him not be ashamed, but glorify God on this account.” 
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For it follows as a matter of course upon having to sufter, that 
we shall justly be accounted worthy of eternal honours. The 
sruggle 18 not unrewarded ; the labour 1s not in vain; for as 


Paul said, ©* God 1s not unrighteous to forget your labour and Heb. vi.10. 


*« your love, which ye have shewed in His Name.” These then 
are the conflicts ordained for all who fear God, to give the 
proof of him who knoweth how to endure patiently. For the 
blessed martyrs are crowned, as © having fought a good tight, 
* and finished their running, and kept the faith.” 
Furthermore, other kinds of temptations there are besides 
this, common, $0 to 8peak, to every one, but which happen to 
each one differently. For as one of the holy apostles 8a1d, 
* Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God ; 
* for God doth not tempt with evils : neither doth He tempt 
* any one. But every one 1s tempted, when he 1s drawn away 
* and enticed of his own Iust. And afterward lust, having 
* conceived, bringeth forth smn: and sin when 1t 1s consum- 
* mated bringeth forth death.” A struggle therefore and 
great danger 1s laid upon every one, lest he fall into sn, and 
be led away from that which is seemly, wandering into wrongful 
deeds. Violent is the force of passions, and there wars against 
the mind of every one a motley crowd and furious multitude 
of base pleasures. For some humble men into fleshly lust and 
filthy lewdnesses; while others lead them to the desire of gain, 
making thei victims lovers of sordid hoards, and drawing 
them on to every blameful crime. Well therefore does it 
become us who are exposed to such serious evils, even though 
as yet we have not fallen into them, to pray, saying, © Lead us 
* not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” For 1t were 
good for a man to run his course apart from evil: but if 
temptation assail, then be brave and unconquerable ; rebuke 
the flesh, put a bridle on the mind, ask aid of God, the safety 
vouchsafed by power from on high. Be establighed and con- 
firmed, not feeble, not easy to be ensnared ; rather be cau- 
tious, and a lover of God more than a loyer of pleasure : 
for then He will aid thee and grant thee victory Who is 
Saviour and Lord of all: by Whom and with Whom, to God 
the Father be praise and dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXXVIIL 


C. xi. 5-10. And He $ard unto them, Who of you shall have a friend, 


and s8hall go to him at nudnight, and s8ay unto him, 
Friend, lend me three loaves : for my friend has come to 
me from the way, and 1 have nothing to 8et before him. 
And he from within shall answer and 8ay, Trouble me 
not : lo! the door is 8hut, and the children are with me 
in bed : 1 cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, that 
though he unll not rise and give him, because he is his 
friend ; because of has urgency he will Ti8e and give hum as 
many as he needeth. And I also say unto you, Ask, and it 
$hall be given you : 8eek, and ye shall find : knock, and it 
$hall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh re- 
ceiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth : and whosoever 
knocketh, it shall be opened unto hum. 


THE language of the divinely inspired Seripture 1s con- 
stantly, 80 to speak, profound ; nor will it bend itself for those 
to be able to understand 1t who merely wish to do 80, but only 
for those who know how to scarch 1t well, and are enriched 
with the divine hight in their mind, by means of which they 
attain unto the meaning of hidden truths. Let us therefore 
ask for the understanding which cometh trom above, from God, 
and the illumination of the Holy Ghost, that we may attain to 
a correct and unerring method, whereby we may be enabled 
to see the truth contained in the passage set before us. 

We have heard then what the Saviour said in the parable 
now read to us, which if we understand we shall find to be 
laden with benefits. And the order of the ideas 1s very won- 
derful. For the Saviour of all had taught at the request of 
the holy apostles, in what way we ought to pray. But it was 
possible that those who had obtained from Him this precious 
and savying lesson, might sometimes make indeed their suppli- 
cations according to the pattern given them, but would do 80 
wearily® and lazily. And s0, when not heard at their first or 


n Neither the Syriac nor Aquinas Greek, which reads, py ayix6pos 6 
contain the negative found in the Tovro Spav pySe padipws. 
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second prayer, would desist from their supplications, as being 
unavailing to their benefit. In order therefore that we may 
not experience this, nor suffer the injury that would result 
from such littleness of mind, He teaches us that we must dili- 
gently continue the practice, and in the form of a parable plainly 
shews that weariness 1n prayer 1s to our loss, while patience 
therein 18s greatly to our profit : for 1t 1s our duty to perse- 
yere, without giving way to indolence. And this He teaches 
us by saying, that © though he will not risxe and give him 
* because he 1s lis friend, because of his inportunity he will 
« rise and give him as many as he needeth.” ; 

And now come, and let us transfer to the truth what was 
$hewn in the form of a parable. Be urgent in prayer ; draw 
near unto God Who Ioveth to be kind; and that very con- 
stantly. And if thou seest that the gift of grace 1s delayed, 
yield not to weariness : despair not of the expected blessing : 
abandon not the hope set before thee; nor further foolishly 
Say within thyself, © I have drawn near frequently; I have 
* gained absolutely nothing ; I have wept, and received not; I 
© have 8upphecated, but not been accepted : for of all I asked, 
* nothing has been accomplished.” Rather think thus within 
thyself, that He Who 1s the universal treasure house better 
knoweth our state than we do, in that He weigheth to every 
man what is due and suitable to him. Thou askest sometimes 
what is beyond thy measure ; thou wishest to receive those 
things of which thou art not yet worthy. The Giver Himself 
knoweth the time suitable for His gifts. Earthly fathers do not 
immediately and without discretion fulfil the desire of their 
S0ns : but often delay in spite of their asking, and that not 
because they have a grudging hand, nor again because they 
regard (merely) what 1s pleasant to the petitioners, but as con- 
8idering what is useful and necessary for their good conduct. 
And how will that rich and bounteous Giver neglect the due 
accomplishment for men of what they pray for, unless of course, 
and without all doubt, He knows that it would not be tor their 
benefit to receive what they ask ? We must therefore offer our 
prayers to God with knowledge, as well as with assiduity : and 
even though there be some delay in thy requests, continue 
patiently with the vintagers, as being well assured that what 
Is gained without toil, and readily won, is usually despised : 
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whereas that which is gathered with labour is a more pleasant 
and abiding possess1on. 

But perchance to this thou sayest ; * I draw near frequently, 
* making requests; but the vintage therefrom has wandered 
* far away. I am not slothful in supplications, but persevering 
* and very importunate : who will assure me that I shall 
* receive? who is my security that I shall not labour in yan !” 
© Therefore I also say unto you;” and 1t 1s the Bestower of 
divine gifts Who Himself enters, and speaks; —< I also say unto 
* you, Seek, and ye $hall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
* unto you : for every one that asketh receiveth ; and he who 
* seeketh findeth : and whosoever knocketh, 't shall be opened 
* unto him.” In these words, © I say unto you” has the full 
force of an oath : not that God 1s false, even though the promise 
be not accompanied with an oath ; but to shew that the little- 
ness of their faith was groundless, He sometimes confirms Is 
hearers by an oath. For the Saviour is also found in many 
places pretacing His words by saying, © Verily, verily, I 8ay 
* unto you.” As therefore He makes this very promise on 
oath, 1t 18 not a thing free from guilt to disbeheve it. 

In telling us therefore to seek, He bids us labour : for by 
labour, that which is needed is always, 80 to say, found ; 
especially when 1t 18 something fit for us to possess. He who 
knocks, not once merely, but again and again, rattles the door 


with his hand, 1t may be, or with a stone, s0 that the master of 


the house, unable to endure the annoyance of the knocks, will 
open 1t eyen against his will. Learn therefore, eyen from what 
happens among us, the way to gain that which is to thy profit. 
Knock, be urgeut, ask. So must all act who ask any thing 
of God : for wise Paul writes, © Pray without ceasing.” We 
are in need of urgent prayer, because many are the turmoils of 
worldly matters which encircle us around : for that many 
headed serpent greatly distresses us, involving us sometimes in 
unexpected difficulties, that he may humble us unto baseness and 
manifold sn: and, besides this, there is also the inbred law of vo- 
luptuousness lurking in our fleshly members, and warring, as 
Scripture saith, * against the law of our mind :” and lastly, 
the enemies of the doctrines of truth, even the impure and pol- 
luted gangs of heretics, oppose those who wish to hold correct 
opimons., Constant and earnest prayer therefore is necessary, 
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For arms and the implements of warfare are needed for s0]- 
diers, that they may be able to overcome those who are drawn [| 


up against them : and for us prayer, © for our weapons,” as 2 Cor. x. 4. 
Sgripture 8aith © are not carnal, but mighty to God.” 
And this too we ought to add, as being in my opinion amply 
sufficient to quicken us unto prayer. The Saviour and Lord of 
all is scen again and again passing the night in prayer. And 
when too He was about to undergo His saving pass1on upon 
the precious cross, He knelt down and prayed, saying; © Father, Mat. xzvi. 
« if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.” Was this because *” 
Life was afraid of death? Was it because there was no escape 
for Him from the net, no deliverance from the snare, in that 
the hand of the Jews was mightier than His power ? And how 
1s 1t not altogether abominable to think or speak thus? He was 
by nature God, and the Lord of powers, even though He was 
in form like unto us. Of His own will He took upon Him the 
suffering upon the cross, because He was the helper of us all. 
What need was there then of prayer! It was that we might 
learn that supplication is becoming and full of benefits, and 


that we must be constant in it whenever temptation befal, and | 8 

the cruelty of enemies press upon us like a wave. | 
And to put it in one more light; for man to converse with [1 

God is a very great honour to human nature. And this we do | 


In prayer, being commanded to address the Lord as Father ; | 
for we say, Our Father. But if He be a Father, necessarily 
He both loves and generously cherishes His sons, and honours 
them of course, and counts them worthy of indulgence. Draw 
near therefore in faith with perseverance, as being well assured 
that to those who ask urgently Chris bows His ear : by 
Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praisxe and 
dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON LXXLSX. 
C. xi.11= And which of you that shall ask his father bread, will he 


13 


Ts $2 8. offer him a stone ? or if he ask of him a fish, will he for a 
om. e&s. . fish offer him a 8erpent?* If he ask an egg, will he offer 


om. 6 vios S. | 
om. &prov Fhiam @ 8cormon? If ye therefore, who are evil, know how to 
y pet gue good gifts to your children ; how much more $hall the 


—_ on . heavenly Father give a good spurit to them that as Him * 
Om. 7 ka . 
— pur) TO love instruction and be fond of hearing becometh saints : 


nveua &ya- but those who are thus minded must, 1 say, keep in remem- 
ow brance, and store up in the treasure-house of their heart, what- 
 80ever has been spoken by those who are skilful in teaching 
right doctrine, and whose study 1t is ably to initiate men 1n the 
truth. For this 1s both profitable to themselves for their spi- 
ritual improvement ; and besides, it rejoices the teacher, just, 
for instance, as the seed also gladdens the husbandman when 
it springs up, as having been well covered in the furrow, and 
escaped being the food of birds. Ye therefore remember that 
at our last meeting we addressed you on the duty of praying 
without ceasing, and making supplication continually in offering 
our requests unto God : and that we must not give way to any 
littleness of soul, nor at all grow weary, even though He some- 
what delay His gift, considering that He knoweth whatsoever 
is to our benefit, and that the fitting season for His bounties 18 
not forgotten by Hum. 

And in to-day's lesson from the gospel, the Saviour again 
teaches another point most useful for our edification. And 
what this is, come, that we may declare 1t as to s8ons. We 
s0metimes draw near to our bounteous God, offering Him 
petitions for yarious objects, according to each one's pleasure : 
but occasionally without discernment, or any careful exami- 
nation what truly is to our advantage, and if granted by God 
would prove a blessing; and what would be to our myury if we 
received it. Rather, by the inconsiderate impulse of our fancy, 
we fall into desires replete with ruin, and which thrust the 
Souls of those that entertain them into the snare of death and 
the meshes of hell. When therefore we ask of God ought of 
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this kind, we shall by no means receive 1t : on the coutrary, we 
offer a petition fit only for ridicule. And why shall we not 
receive 1t! Is the God of all weary of bestowing gifts upon us? 
By no means. Why then, some one fors00th may say, will He 
not give, since He is bounteous in giving! Let us learn of 
Him ; or rather, thou hast already heard Him here saying, 
« What® man is there of you, whom if his s80n ask bread, 
* will he give him a stone!” Understand, he s8ays, by an 
image or plain example taken from what happens among you, 
the meaning of what I say ; Thou art the father of children ; 
thou hast in thee the sharp spur of natural affection towards 
them; in every way thou wishest to benefit them : when there- 
fore, He says, one asks of thee bread, without delay and with 
pleasure thou givest it, as knowing well that he seeks of thee 
wholesome food. But when, from wart of understanding, a 
little child that knows not yet how to distinguish what 1t sees, 
nor moreover what 1s the service and use of the varions objects 
that fall in our way, asks for stones to eat, dost thou, He says, 
give them, or rather dost thou not make him desist from any 
Such desire as would be to his injury ! 

And the same reasoning holds good of the serpent and fish, 
and the egg and scorpion. If he ask a fish, thou wilt grant 
it: but if he see a serpent, and wish to $eizc 16, thou wilt 
hold back the child's hand. If he want an egg, thou wilt offer 
it at once, and encourage his desire after things of this sort, 
that the infant may advance to riper age : but if he see a scor- 
pion creeping about, and run after it, imagining it to be some- 
thing pretty, and as being ignorant of the harm it can do, thou 
wilt, I suppose, of course stop him, and not let him be injured 
by the noxious animal. When therefore He says, © Ye who 


0 In quoting the text at the com- 
mencement of the s8ermon, S. Cyril 
reads Tis 8 e& vuay Tov marepa 
aiTyoe aprov; 8upported by one or 
two of the best MSS.; here however 


he reads, Tis 64 eorw EE vuav WvOpw- 


commenting upon $S. Luke's Gospel, 
yet, wherever there is any differ- 
ence, S. Cyril constantly adopts the 
words of S. Matthew : from which 
I conclude that he knew that gospel 
best, and that his memory therefore 


TOS, Oy airhoe 6 vios avrov aprov z 
This however is not to be regarded 
as a different reading, but as a s8ub- 
Stitution of the words of S. Mat- 
thew's Gospel for those of S. Luke: 
and I may notice here, that though 


suggested to him its readings in 
preference to any other. Caution 
therefore is necessary in quoting 
S, Cyril as an authority ior any 
reading in the other Gospels which 
agrees verbatim with S, Matthew. 
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«* are evil;” by which He means, ye whose mind 1s capable of 
being ufluenced by evil, and not uniformly inclined to good 
like the God of all; ©* ye know how to give good gifts to your 
* children : how much more shall your heavenly Father give a 
*« good 8pirit to them that ask Him ?” And by © a good spirit” 
He means spiritual grace : for this in every way 18 good, and 
if a man receive 1t, he will become most blessed, and worthy of 
admiration. 

Most ready therefore 1s our heavenly Father to bestow gitts 
upon us: 80 that whosoever is denied what he asks, 1s hunself 
the cause of it : for he asks, as I said, what God will not give. 
For God wishes us to be holy and blameless, and to advance 
uprightly and boldly in every good work ; walking apart from 
every thing that defiles, and from the love of fleshly pleasure, 
and rejecting the anxieties of worldly pursuts ; not involving 
ourselves in worldly business; not living profligately and 
carelessly ; not delighting in unruly pleasures ; nor moreover 
practising a dissolute mode of life ; but desiring to hve well 
and wisely, and in accordance with God's commands, making 
the law which He gave us the regulator of our conduct, and 
earnest in the pursuit of whatever tends chiefly to our edifi- 
cation. If therefore thou wishest to receive ought of this kind, 
draw near with joy : for our Father Who is in heaven, because 
He loveth virtue, will readily incline His ear. 

Examine therefore thy prayer : for if thou askest ought by 
receiving winch thou wilt become a lover of God, God, as I 
sa1d, will grant it : but if it be any thing unreasonable, or that 
1s able to do thee an injury, He will withhold His hand : He 
will not bestow the wished-for object; in order that neither 
He may give ought of an injurious nature, —for this 18 com- 
pletely alien from Him,—nor thou be harmed thyself by recerv- 
ing it. And let me explain how: for which purpose I shall bring 
forward examples. When thou askest for wealth, thou wilt not 
recelve it of God: and why? Because it separates the heart 
of man from Him. Wealth begets pride, voluptuousness, and 
the love of pleasure, and brings men down to the pitfalls of 
worldly lusts. And 80 one of the disciples of our Lord has 
taught us, saying ; © Whence are there wars, and whence 
*« quarrels among you? Is it not hence ; from your lusts, that 
* war in your members! Ye lust, and have not : ye seek, and 
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« find not : ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask wickedly, 
« that ye may 8pend 1t on your pleasures.” W.en thou askest 
worldly power, Gc1 will turn away His face : for He knows 
that it 1s a most 1njurious thing to those who possess 1t. For 
constantly, 80 to speak, charges of oppress10n attach themselves 
to those who possess worldly power : and those are for the 
most part proud, and unbridled, and boastful, who are set in 
temporal dignities. When thou askest for any to perish, -or bs 
exposed to inevitable tortures, because they have annoyed or 
molested thee in any way, God will not grant 1t. For He will- 
eth us to be long-suffering in mind: and not to requite any one 
with evil for evil, but to pray for those who spoll us: to do 
good to those who injure us, and be imitators of His kindness. 
For this reason Solomon was praised ; for when offering up 
prayers unto God, he said : * And thou shalt give Thy servant r Kings 
* a heart to hear, and to judge Thy people righteously.” And 7 9 
it pleased the Lord that Solomon asked this thing. And what 
did God, Who loveth virtue, say to him? *© Because thou hast 
© not asked for thee many days: nor hast asked the lives of 
«thy enemies; but hast asked for thee understanding, and to 
© hear judgment : behold! I have done what thou spakest : 
* behold! I have given thee a heart prudent and wise.” 

Do thou therefore ask the bestowal without stint of spiritual 
gifts. Ask strength, that thou mayest be able manfully to 
resist eyerv fleshly lust. Ask of God an uncovetous disposi- 
tion; long suffering ; gentleness; and the mother and nurse 
of all good, I mean, patience. Ask calmness of temper ; con- 
tinence; a pure heart; and further, ask also the wisdom that 
cometh from Him. These things He will give readily : these 
save the soul : these work in it that better beauty, and wnprint 
n 1t God's image. This is the spiritual wealth ; the riches that 
hath never to be abandoned : these prepare for us the lot of 
the saints, and make ns members of the company of the holy 
angels; these perfect us in piety, and rapidly lead us onward 
to the hope of eternal life, and make us heirs of the kingdom 
of heaven, by the aid of Christ, the Saviour of us all; by 
Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and 
dominion, with the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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And He was casting out a dumb dew! : and it came to pass, 
when the devil was gone out, the dumb s8pake. And the 
multitudes wondered : but 80me of them 8aid, He casteth 
out devils through Beeizebub, the prince of the devils : and 
others tempting, sought of Him a $:98n from heaven. But 
He, knowing their thoughts, said unto them ; Every king- 
dom divided against itself is laid desolate: and a house 
against a house falleth, And if Satan also be divided 
against humself, how s8hall his kingdom s8tand ? Because 
ye 8ay that 1 cast out devils through Beelzebub. 


«I HAVE been very jealous for the Lord,” as Scripture 
saith ; and I too would say, fixing an accurate attention upon 
the lessons from the Gospel set before us, that the frantic 
tongue of Israel was bold and unbridled in insult, tyranmized 
over by harsh and unrestramable wrath, and vanquisxhed by 
unappeasable envy. For congzider how, 80 to speak, they were 
even gnashing their teeth at Christ, the Saviour of all, because 
He made the multitudes wonder by His many divine and 
astomishing miracles ; and because the very devils cried out at 
His ineffable and godlike power and authority. And this, I 
$uPpose, was what was celebrated by David when thus ad- 
dressing Him : © Through the greatness of thy power shall 
* Thy enemies be found hars unto Thee.” 

But the reason for which those who warred against His 
glory thus acted, this lesson plainly teaches us. © There was 
* brought unto Him one who was possessed with a dumb 
* devil.” Now dumb devils are, s0 to speak, difficult for any 
one whaitsoever of the saints to rebuke ; and are more obstinate 
than any other kind, and excess1vely audacious. But there was 
nothing difficult to the all-powerful will of Christ, the Saviour 
of us all, For He inmediately set the man who was brought 
to Him free from the wicked and impure devil; and he whose 
tongue had before been closed by door and lock, once again 
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poured forth his customary speech. For we ay that he is 
called dumb mn this passage as being without tongue, that is, 
without speech.? And upon the accomplisghment of this won- 
derful act, the multitude extolled Him with praises, and has- 
tened to crown the worker of the miracle with godlike honour. 

But certain of them, 1t says, being Scribes and Pharisees, 
with hearts intoxicated with pride and envy, found in the mi- 
racle fuel for their malady ; and not only did they not praise 
Him, but deivok themselyes to the very opposite. For having 
stripped Him of the godhike deeds He had wrought, they as- 
sIgned to the Devil almighty power, and made Beelzebub the 


Source of Christ's might. © For by him, they said, He casteth 


«* out devils.” And4 others being afflicted, 80 to speak, with 
a kindred wickedness, and running without discernment into a 
disgraceful forwardness of speech, and being stung by the like 
goadings of enyy, required, it says, to see of Him a sign from 
heaven ; calling out, as 1t were, and saying, *Even if Thou hast 
* expelled from a man a bitter and malicious demon, that as yet 
© 18 no 8uch great matter, nor worthy of admiration. What as 
* yet 18 done 1s no proof of divine ability. We see nothing as 
* yet equal to the miracles of old. Shew us some deed of which 
© there is no doubt of its being wrought by power from above. 
© Moses made the people paxss over, having causedthe sea that 
* was betweento become capable of being walked upon: the waters 
© were piled up like a wall. He smote the rock with his rod, and 
* made it the mother of rivers, 80 that fountains burst forth 
* from the flinty stone. Likewise also Jeshua, his successor, 
* made the sun stand still in Gibeon, and the moon in the valley 
* of Arnon. He laid bonds on the streams of Jordan. But Thou 
* $shewest no 8uch deed as these. Thou castest out a devil: this 
© authority the prince of the devils, even Beelzebub, grants to 
* men. Of him Thou borrowest the power of doing those things, 


Þ Mai inserts here a passage, was His usual custom. 

ascribed, however, he says, in 4 Again Mai inserts a few lines 
the MS. to Chrysostom, as well as from A., which break the order of 
Cyril, to the effect that the man's the construction, and apparently 
dumbness was not owing to any phy- are only a heading gathered by 
sIcal defect, but to the guile of the some Catenist from what precedes 
demon. And that as he could not to serve as an introduction to the 
Speak for himself, Christ does not following passage. 

ask of him a confession of faith, as 
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* which 1n unlearned and 1gnorant people beget wonder.” Such 
were their froward fault-findings. For the fact of their wishing 
to ask a sign from heaven proves nothing else than that they 
entertained 8uch thoughts as these respecting Him. 

And what $aid Christ to these things! PFirst, indeed, He 
proves Himself to be God, by knowing even that which was 
8ecretly whispered among them : for He knew their thoughts. 
And it is an act that altogether belongs to God, to be able to 
know what is in the mind and heart, and even what 1s 
spoken anywhere by men seccretly. To draw them away then 
from 80 obdurate a crime, He s8ays, that © Every kingdom di- 
« vided against itself is laid desolate : and a house against a 
«© house falleth. And if Satan be divided against himself, how 
*« 8hall his kingdom stand ?” For He well might have aid to 
those who babbled thus foolshly about Him, Ye depart from 
the right way : verily ye err, and without doubt are ignorant 
of My nature. The greatness of My might, and the splendour 
of My glory, 1s unperceiyed by you. Moses was a seryant : I 
am Lord. He was the minister of the law : but I the legis- 
lator ; for I am by nature God. He was the minister of the 
Signs; but I the doer of them, and the worker of the miracles. 
I divided the sea: it was the work of My power, that the 
waters were divided, and the people passed over : I displayed 
the flint stone as the mother of rivers. I made the 8un stand 
S$t1]] in Gibeon, and the might of My commands stayed the 
moon 1n the yalley of Arnon. It was I Who laid bonds on the 
8treams of Jordan. Had He, however, used words such as 
these, 1t 1s perhaps not improbable to imagine that they would 
have conceived in them a yet more violent flame of envy : for 
they would at once have said, * He exalts Himself above the 
* glory of the saints: He boasts Humnself over the illustrious 
* patriarchs, who, He says, were nothing : He appropriates to 
* Himself their glory.” And they would have added to these 
other words, which in unlearned persons would have given oc- 
cas1on for wickedness towards Him. 

Very wisely therefore, omitting these things, He proceeds 
to arguments, drawn indeed from 'common things, but which 
have the force of truth im them ; ©& For every kingdom,” He 
8ays, © divided against itselt, becomes desolate; and every 
* house against a house, falleth: and if Satan be divided 
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« against himself, how shall his kingdom etand ?” For® that 
which establshes kingdoms 1s the fidelity of s8ubjects, and the 
obedience of those under the royal sceptre: and houses are 
establisghed when those who belong to them in no way whatso- 
ever thwart one another, but, on the contrary, accord both in 
will and deed. And s0 I suppose it would establish the 
kingdom too of Beelzebub, had he determined to abstain from 
every thing contrary to himself. How then does Satan cast 
out Satan ? It follows then that devils do not depart from men 
of their own accord, but retire unwillngly. Satan, He says, 
does not fight with himself., He does not rebuke his own 
satellites. He does not permit himself to injure his own 
armour-bearers. On the contrary, he aids his kingdom. It 
remains therefore for you to understand, that I crush Satan by 
divine power. 

So must we be persuaded who believe in Him, and have de- 
parted far away from the wickedness of the Jews. For what 
is at all impossible to that Almighty right hand ? Or what 1s 
great and difficult to Him, Who can accomplish every thing by 
His will alone ? He Who established the heavens, and founded 
the earth, Who is the Creator of all, Who 1s perfect power, 
how can He be in need of Beelzebub? Oh, thoughts never to 
be spoken! Oh, wickedness never to be endured! A people 
foolish and without understanding ! Very justly may one 8ay 


of the Israelites, © They have eyes, and ee not : they have Mark viii. 


** ears, and hear not.” For though they were spectators of " 
the wonderful deeds wrought by Christ, and by the holy pro- 
phets, and heard of them, and knew them long before, never- 
theless they continued obdurate and intractable. Therefore 


* they eat the fruit of their way,” as Scripture saith. But let Prov. i. 31. 


us be earnest in extolling Christ with endless praises ; for thus 
Shall we be heirs of the kingdom of heaven, by the gift of the 
8ame Christ : by Whom, and with Whom, to God the Father 
be praisxe and dominion with the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 


r Cramer has this passage, cf. p. from Cyril, it is probably some con- 
92, but 8ays that it is referred in the traction of his name, with a for 5 
MS. to *Akv\., by whom he 8up- avr6s prefixed. Mai also contains 
poses Apollinarius to be meant. As the passage, but ascribes it to its 
it follows, however, another passage proper author. 
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Blessed be God for ever; and praised be His Name for 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost, now and always, and for ever and ever, Amen and 


Amen. 


Here ends the first port 
gelist Luke, by the holy Oyril, Patriarch of Alexandria 


3 
contra 


bk 8 
a rd en he eter Bl er Ty eveey 


os. Jai fo 6p on - Go-w4-c X £5 a yr Gerad of by " a Fe, Hook 7 NP A er Hg TI ers wy ns SG pou HITS apo RY 4 , ” 
Y ths - - > EIS. NN ON OT I WE ogy ANI OR p o __y_ ep - - p 4 OWL: 447"; WOE Lol I W CARE el en *2 AG > A HED BF 13 eta. Ss 24 — 


9 EP, q 
kN. 


je ts EE Cs GS 


FI pile) 


CARSTEN xt ets : rs 


